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Prologue

Impending psychological doom was fast approaching and everyone knew it. The family was gathered all together knowing that they would be traveling home without one of their own. 

As a mother wept in a hospital chair in the far back corner of the room, an old man was comforting his teenage granddaughter. Her eyes fluttered open weakly and to everyone’s surprise.

She signaled to her mother, so she approached with something in her hand. Without the strength to hold the heavy object herself, Maria had her mother hand the unknown package to her grandfather.

He was shocked. Even in all of this chaos and sadness, Maria did not forget her grandfather’s birthday. As he softly tore the wrapping paper off, he realized that she had done it again. She had managed to gift a present that was absolutely perfect.

The old man could not help but tear up. Maria had given him a leather-bound copy of a horror novel entitled “The Forgotten Soul” on the burgundy cover. The book was read by the two together. This copy had glimmering, shiny, gold edges to the pages. The old man’s favorite book.
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