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Chapter 1: The Test Results






The envelope sat on Anne's kitchen table, feeling like a bomb about to explode. It was white and official-looking, with the Riverside Testing Center logo in the corner. Inside were Violet's test results: the IQ assessment, the psychological evaluation, and the behavioral screening. Everything the gifted program needed.
 
 Anne picked up the envelope, then set it down again. She had been repeating this for twenty minutes.
 
 Tom walked in from the garage, wiping grease off his hands with a red rag. "You gonna open it or just stare at it all day?"
 
 "What if she's not gifted?" Anne heard herself say. "What if they saw…"
 
 "They saw what Violet wants them to see." Tom tossed the rag on the counter. "Same as everyone else."
 
 He was right. Violet was six now, and she had mastered the art of seeming perfect. She had a sweet smile, polite manners, and big blue eyes that made strangers stop in the grocery store to tell Anne how lucky she was. But no one saw what Anne saw. No one knew who Violet really was.
 
 The pageant circuit had banned them eight months ago. Since then, Violet had attended three different schools. The first expelled her after another child "accidentally" broke her arm during recess. The second asked them to withdraw after a teacher's car was mysteriously keyed in the parking lot. That was the same teacher who had given Violet a B on a spelling test. The third was a homeschool co-op that lasted only two weeks before the other mothers decided Violet was "too disruptive."
 
 That was just a way of saying, "We're scared of your kid but can't prove why."
 
 So Anne did what desperate mothers sometimes do. She lied on the gifted program application. She left out the expulsions, the pageant disasters, and the three-year legal battle with the fertility clinic. She made Violet sound like a perfectly normal first-grader who just happened to be brilliant.
 
 "Open it," Tom said again.
 
 Anne slid her finger under the flap. The glue came apart with a soft ripping sound. Inside was a single sheet of paper, folded in thirds. She unfolded it slowly.
 
 The words jumped out at her: "Cognitive Ability: 145. Recommendation: Immediate placement."
 
 "Holy shit," Tom breathed, reading over her shoulder. "That's genius level."
 
 Anne kept reading. "Social-emotional assessment: Age-appropriate. Behavioral screening: No concerns noted. Parent interview: Positive. Teacher recommendations: Excellent."
 
 "They bought it," Anne whispered.
 
Tom grabbed the paper from her hands. "This is it. This is what we've been waiting for. Riverside Academy takes kids like her. Kids who are different. They'll know how to handle her."
 
 Anne wanted to laugh, or maybe cry. Maybe both. Handle Violet? No one could handle Violet. But maybe, just maybe, a school full of gifted kids would be different. Maybe Violet wouldn't stand out so much. Maybe she would finally find a place where she fit.
 
 Or maybe Anne was still lying to herself, even after six years.
 
 "The tuition…" she started.
 
 "The settlement money will cover it." Tom was already looking up the Riverside Academy website on his phone. "It says they have a program for profoundly gifted students. Advanced curriculum, individualized learning plans, small class sizes. It's perfect."
 
 Perfect. That word again. Anne looked at the test results and the number 145 printed in bold black ink. Violet was brilliant. There was no denying it. But brilliance and goodness were not the same thing. Anne had learned that lesson the hard way.
 
 Upstairs, she heard Violet's bedroom door open. Light footsteps in the hallway. Violet appeared at the top of the stairs, her blonde hair pulled back in a neat ponytail, wearing the pink dress Anne had laid out that morning. She looked like an angel. She always did.
 
 "Is that my test?" Violet asked, coming down the stairs. "Did I pass?"
 
 "You didn't just pass, sweetheart." Tom held up the paper. "You scored genius level. Top two percent in the country."
 
 Violet's face lit up with that smile, the one that never quite reached her eyes. "So I can go to the special school?"
 
 "Riverside Academy," Anne said quietly. "If we decide it's the right fit."
 
 "It's the right fit," Violet said firmly. She walked over and took the test results from Tom's hand, studying them with an intensity that made Anne's stomach clench. "145. That's higher than most adults, isn't it?"
 
 "Much higher," Tom said proudly.
 
 Violet looked up at Anne. "I told you I was smart, Mama. Smarter than everyone."
 
 There was something in her voice. It wasn't exactly pride. It was more like confirmation, as if she had known all along and had just been waiting for everyone else to realize it.
 
 "Being smart is just one part of who you are," Anne said carefully. "It doesn't make you better than other people."
 
 "Of course not." Violet handed the paper back with a small smile. "It just means I have to work harder to help them."
 
 Tom beamed. "That's my girl. Always thinking of others."
 
 Anne said nothing. She watched Violet skip back upstairs, humming something cheerful and off-key. Help them. Right. Violet had never helped anyone in her life. She destroyed them, one by one, and she smiled while doing it.
 
 But Tom couldn't see it. He had convinced himself that Riverside Academy would be different, that smart kids would understand Violet, and that everything would finally work out.
 
 Anne knew better.
 
 She picked up her phone and called the admissions office. A woman answered on the second ring, voice bright and professional. "Riverside Academy, how may I help you?"
 
 "This is Anne Mitchell. My daughter Violet just received her test results. We'd like to schedule a campus tour."
 
 "Wonderful! Let me pull up her file." Keyboard clicking in the background. "Ah, yes, Violet Mitchell. IQ of 145. Very impressive. How about next Tuesday at ten?"
 
 "That works."
 
 "Perfect. I'll send you a confirmation email. We're so excited to meet Violet. Students with her cognitive abilities are exactly what Riverside Academy was designed for."
 
 Anne hung up and stared at the test results still lying on the table. 145. Genius level. The same intelligence that helped Violet sabotage pageant competitors and terrorize classmates. The same calculating mind that had orchestrated three school expulsions without leaving a shred of evidence.
 
 Now that mind was getting sharper tools.
 
 Tom was already making plans, talking about how Riverside would change everything, how Violet would finally be challenged, and how they had finally found the answer. Anne let him talk. She even nodded at the right moments. But deep down, she knew the truth.
 
 They weren't enrolling Violet in a school that would help her.
 
 They were just giving her access to smarter victims.








