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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. 

Be prepared to fight... it’s the only option.

The problem with giving everything, is that you end up with nothing left.

When Evie makes a fateful decision, the rest of the realm unites. But her own world is falling apart. Bound in a promise of marriage to a childhood friend, the princess must navigate the politics of the remaining kingdoms while dreaming of Asher and a simpler life on the road.

Things are moving quickly, but there are darker powers at play. A delicate alliance is forming, the forces of good are rallying. But the fate of the kingdoms hangs upon nothing more than a ring.

The enemy is almost upon them. Trouble is brewing on distant shores. Can the princess uphold her promise, or will the cost of such unity prove too great?

Be careful who you trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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What have I done?

Many times in the days ahead, the princess would ask herself that question. It would come back in many volumes, in many voices, in many shades of light. But it would never strike her so clearly as it did in that moment. The moment when thought became reality, and it was a reality that was harsh to the touch. Every inch of her seemed to recoil, rejecting the very essence of the idea though her body remained perfectly still. The die had already been cast. She’d already made the proclamation, asked the question, sealed the fate of three people with the proposed merging of two.

What have I done?

She didn’t think she’d ever have an answer.

Not one that would silence the screaming in her heart.

“Asher—”

The name slipped out in barely a whisper, a kind of subconscious plea she hadn’t planned on saying aloud. No one could hear it. Since she’d made that fateful proposition, the citadel had only a few seconds of deathly quiet before erupting in a concussion of noise. No one could hear it except the vampire to whom she’d been calling. But he’d stayed for just a fleeting moment, staring between the girl he loved and his shell-shocked best friend before slipping away into the crowd.

The fae was not so lucky.

Caught as he was, prince as he was, there was an audience to his every fleeting expression. To each cry of emotion that chased away the last. They came in filters, in a damaging series of degrees.

A rush of confusion, a slap of surprise, a tiny spark of dread—

And then...nothing.

His lovely eyes went blank, staring into hers.

“Is it true, Your Highness?”

Like a changeable tide, the people crowded into the ivory citadel turned from one group of monarchs to another. The younger set. The ones with something left to give.

A hundred pairs of eyes locked upon the fae’s stricken face, but try as he might he couldn’t answer the question. He couldn’t even deflect it. He couldn’t find the breath.

“Your Grace.” It was the warrior who’d spoken before, the one who stood with a legion of others behind him. “We knew nothing of this proposed alliance.” His dark eyes swept curiously between the frozen pair. “Do you wish to make the princess your bride?”

The word swept like wildfire across the gleaming chamber, a blazing inferno hellbent on incinerating anything in its path. It didn’t matter that the fae hadn’t said a word to confirm it. Nor did it matter that such a thing had been announced without ceremony on the citadel floor.

There were certain things that could electrify a room full of people, arguing alliance while standing on the brink of war. Ironically enough, very few of them had to do with the actual fighting.

Bride.

It leapt from one to the other, swelling in volume, twisting in narrative, until the people standing on the far side of the room were all lifting their voices in the same joyful cry.

The realm was united once again. The Prince of the Fae had found a Belarian bride.

...even if he didn’t know it yet.

“Evie.”

A quiet voice cut through the clamor. Her best friend from childhood, looking so pale there was a chance he might black out. He stood frozen amidst the swarm, eyes locked upon her face.

“...what are you doing?”

She opened her lips to answer, then a swarm of people surged in between.

“Sweetheart?”

There was no accounting for how Dylan reached her so quickly, not considering he’d been trapped on a podium on the other side of the room. But the moment the eyes of the citadel began to turn, her father was there—angled like a living shield between them.

“What are you...” He trailed off, lifting his hands to the sides of her face before glancing over his shoulder. Ellanden was no help. The young fae had been just as caught off guard as the rest of them, and was rooted to the spot. “This isn’t the time, do you hear me? This isn’t the time.”

She nodded quickly as the rest of the friends were ushered away. The only one who lingered a moment was Freya. The witch was staring in complete astonishment, arms hanging stiff by her sides. When Katerina tried to move her, she blinked quickly before heading the opposite way.

“Your Grace?”

Ellanden lifted his eyes slowly as a company of fae appeared before him. Each face was lit with the same expectant stare, and he suddenly remembered that he’d been asked a question.

Will you marry me?

“I...I don’t...”

His skin paled still further as his breathing quickened. Those dark eyes swept frantically over the chamber, searching for a familiar face. An ally to come to his aid. He no longer counted the princess. Some madness had overtaken her, a nightmare that threatened to drag him down as well.

By the same inexplicable magic that had procured Dylan, his own father appeared a moment later—looking as stunned as the rest of them. Fortunately, the Lord of the Fae was never far from that immortal composure. Cassiel stared for only an instant before lifting a hand to the crowd.

“Such a thing has been long discussed,” he said quietly, trusting each word to fall upon ready ears, “since they were mere children.” He paused a moment, glancing at Dylan, before flicking his hand in such a discreet gesture the others barely noticed. “It is the nature of dark times that such a thing be discussed again, but while I applaud the princess’ candor, perhaps it is best to do so behind closed doors. Give everyone a moment to catch their breath.”

Such disarming eloquence, enough to soothe even the most excited spirits, yet it was scarcely sufficient for the joyous crowd. Fortunately, Leonor swept down from the podium a moment later to give the finesse a tougher varnish, summoned by that fluttering hand.

“Thus concludes our time together,” he announced brusquely, nodding to a pair of guards beside the doors. They opened without delay, filling the chamber with fresh sunlight. “But in due course, you may be summoned again. There are things to prepare. We must make plans.”

Cassiel looked at him sharply, and the princess was filled with the sudden certainty that he was not supposed to have added that last part. The two stared at each other a moment before it was Cassiel who turned away—leading his son from the room without a backwards glance.

Dylan stared after them before taking a step to follow.

“Come, Everly,” he said under his breath. “We must leave this place.”

The others had already departed, slicing their way through the lingering crowd. The princess gripped her father’s sleeve, stretching to the tips of her toes to search wildly through the chaos.

“Yes, I just...I just need to find...”

Asher.

For a fleeting moment she thought she saw him, standing near the back of the crowd. Those dark eyes locked onto hers with a look that seared itself forever into memory.

Then, just like that...he was gone.

*  *  *
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“WHAT WERE YOU thinking?!”

It was a fortunate thing the villa in which the friends were residing sat so high above the rest of the city, but it was still unlikely the citizens of Taviel could fail to hear Katerina Damaris’ cry.

“You burst into the citadel, uninvited, then propose this lunacy right there on the floor?! It’s a wonder no one thought to put a bolt on your bedroom door!”

Evie bowed her head in silence, the same way she’d been standing since the group of them had rushed up the steps of the pavilion and burst inside. There had been scarce few opportunities to get a word in edgewise but, even had it been possible, the princess would have held her tongue.

Her uncle didn’t have such qualms.

“Since when does the Princess of the High Kingdom need an invitation to the citadel?” he inserted quietly. “Especially when half the city was already there.”

A wave of fire scorched the wall above his head.

“You are defending her actions?!” Katerina shrieked.

Her twin stared back with calm patience. “Merely her right to speak.”

Almost a half-hour had passed since their departure, but very little had changed. Several members were also conspicuously missing from their group. Cosette and Seth had made themselves deliberately scarce, waiting for tempers to cool down, whilst no one had seen Freya since she set off on her own. Aidan was also absent—searching, no doubt, for his missing son.

But even with their shared bond, the princess had little hope of her uncle finding him. If she had stabbed Asher with a sword, the damage could not have been worse than what she’d done.

“—just don’t understand what you were thinking,” Katerina muttered again, resuming her ceaseless pacing across the room. “Of all the impulsive, short-sighted things to do—”

There was a soft noise of derision in the corner.

“What was that, Sera?” the queen asked dangerously. “Something you’d like to say?”

All eyes turned to the woodland princess, but she was just as calm as her husband. Perched on the arm of his chair, regarding the manic scene with an impassivity only immortals could achieve.
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