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Alice Flowers Tarot Story 8:

5 of Cups

Ali Noel Vyain


5 of Cups

“Alice?”

Alice looked up from her studying to see her aunt standing nearby. “Yes?”

Madeline handed her niece a card. “I drew this card this morning.”

Alice accepted the card and nodded. “Okay, then I’ll study the 5 of cups today.”

“Very good.” Madeline left her niece’s room.

Alice quickly found the two corresponding cards from her other decks. Soon she was taking notes as she studied the card. She noticed the three knocked over cups and how the person on the card couldn’t see the two upright ones behind them. She sighed.

She thought of her mother and all the trouble and misunderstandings they had. Alice knew it wasn’t going to get any better and that she was better off living away from her mother. Alice smiled when she remember how safe she was now living with both Madeline and Eliot.

Eliot knocked on her open door. She looked up at him.

He smiled. “Good to see you smile. Would you like to go for a walk with me again this evening after dinner?”

“Yes, that does sound good.”

“Even if we have another run in with Heath?”

She sighed. “Yes, even if we have to see him again.”

He beamed. “Okay, I’ll let you study and I’ll go study too.”

She smiled and watched him leave. Then she resumed her studying. She still felt conflicted as she studied the card, but instead of losing herself, she accepted it. She acknowledged how she felt and soon felt calm as she wrote down her notes.

She wasn’t aware of the passage of time until she felt her tummy rumble. She blinked and set her pen down on the desk. She stood up and walked to the hallway to see Eliot leaving his room.

He let her go down the stairs first and he followed her to the kitchen. Madeline had the table set before the young elves could sit down. Everyone sat down at the table and began to eat.

Madeline asked, “How’s the studying going today?”

Alice answered, “I have a lot of notes and I think I understand the card better.”

Madeline nodded and ate some more food.

Alice continued, “The person on the card is so focused on the three knocked over cups that they fail to see the two upright full ones behind them.” She stopped a moment. “Reminds me of how I felt when I was living with my mother. It can be so easy with that amount of pain to forget we may have blessings too.”

Madeline smiled and nodded. “This is very true. I’m glad you can see that.”

Alice nodded. “So, the card in the upright meaning is about partial loss and how it’s hard to see the full picture. Things aren’t entirely as awful as they may feel at the time. So, if we can acknowledge and accept our pain and loss, we will be able to see the full picture and know we still have good things in our lives.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reverse meaning?”

Alice ate some more food before answering. “The reverse meaning is detachment from the past or a truce with an enemy. It can also be inheritance or even a good companion or a reunion with an old friend. It can also be success.”

Eliot smiled. “Does success get defined by the tarot?”
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