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	Conventions used in this book







As you read this book, you might scratch your head and wonder why I put something a certain way. Here, I'll try to explain some of them. For instance italics, bold, CAPS, and CAPS IN ITALICS. Maybe you've noticed but it can be difficult to convey emotions or emphasis in print. In person, one can add inflections, raise a voice, etc. It ain't so easy to do with a keyboard so... all of the above are meant to convey a bit of inflection. Generally speaking, the more I'm trying to point something out, the stronger the text. (I don't remember using bold italics or BOLD CAPS IN ITALICS, probably a good thing, huh?) 

Moving on, When I quoted Scriptures, I indented them so they stand out. In Jesus' time, the teacher stood when the Scriptures were read. He sat down when he stopped reading and spoke or taught. This is kind of like that. Also, I removed the verse numbers when quoting a block of verses so it is easier reading. You are welcome, encouraged even, to follow along in your own Bible if you like.

When you see words (and sometimes entire phrases) in italics in the KJV, this indicates where the translators added that were not in the original Greek texts. Sometimes this helps and sometimes it doesn't. These are things you should discern for yourself. For the KJV scriptures I quote, I italicize where they did. 

From time to time I clarify a word in the quote using [brackets]. Those words within the brackets are mine and I don't allude to having any specific authority. They are based on my understanding.

Concerning the formatting of Scripture quotes: In
order to make the Scripture quotes more readable, when verses are
combined, the verse numbers have been deleted out. Also, I broke up
long passages into more readable “paragraphs”. While I
attempted to make the breaks where it seemed logical to do so, I make
no claim to any godly authority in making these divisions. Please, do
not read any doctrinal assertions in the paragraph breaks. My sole
goal was to make long passages easier on the eyes.

One more note about the KJV I don't get into below concerns capitalization, specifically the words LORD and Lord. Here's a good example:

Mat 22:44 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?

In the verse above, Jesus is quoting Psalms 110:1. While we don't know the exact language Jesus was speaking when he said this, the verse above is the same as the Hebrew in Psalms. Now about those words LORD and Lord. The word translated LORD is the Hebrew word YHWH. It refers to the proper name of God – Yehweh or as some translate it, Jehovah. The second word, Lord, is the Hebrew word adonai meaning “lord” or “master”. Some may find the verse perfectly intuitive and need no help discerning who is speaking to whom, but my instincts are not all that savvy. I need all the help I can get. The KJV provides some of that help. 

To that end, I've got some neat computer software that compares several versions and/or translations with the click of my mouse. I checked and only one version makes this distinction and that is the King James Version. Here is how several different versions render this verse:

Matthew 22:44

(ASV) The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Till I put thine enemies underneath thy feet?

(BBE) The Lord said to my Lord, Be seated at my right hand, till I put under your feet all those who are against you?

(BSB) ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand until I put Your enemies under Your feet.”’

(Darby) The Lord said to my Lord, Sit on my right hand until I put thine enemies under thy feet?

(KJV) The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?

(LITV) "The Lord said to my Lord, Sit off My right until I should put Your hostile ones as a footstool for Your feet?" LXX-Psa. 109:1; MT-Psa. 110:1

(Murdock) The Lord said to my Lord, Seat thyself at my right hand, until I place thy enemies under thy feet.

(WEB) ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit on my right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet?’

(WEBA) ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit on my right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet?’

(YLT) The Lord said to my lord, Sit at my right hand, till I may make thine enemies thy footstool?

That software, e-sword, is available at no cost. I mention it elsewhere but if you can't wait, you can find it on the links page for this book. All of the versions above are available at no cost with the e-sword software, plus many more. Additional versions, such as the NIV can be purchased. Personally, I think these are enough for most purposes.


		
	

	Why the King James Version?





If you accepted Christ more than ten minutes ago, you've heard of the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible. Many swear by it, many (more) swear at it. Okay maybe they don't actually swear at it but by the number of alternate versions and translations available it is certain lots of Christians prefer more modern versions of the Bible. So... why do I use the King James Version here?

It's not just because it is the one I use and I'm used to it. My reasons go far beyond that. Like so many others, I find the “thees” and “thous” and other Victorian English stuff tiring and sometimes challenging. That said, the very fact that the KJV is one of the oldest English translations is exactly one of the reasons I use it. If you consider the history of Christianity, especially the whole Protestant Reformation period, you'll see things. Protestants aren't a denomination, per se but a segment of Christians who objected to and protested what the Catholic Church was teaching and doing. You could say it all came to a head when King James of England wanted a divorce. Indeed that played a big part of the action but it all goes much deeper than that but I'll stop there. Feel free to do a bit of digging if you like. My point here is up until this Protestant Reformation period, the Catholic Church had a stranglehold on Christianity. What they said was how it was and that was that. 

Add to this the fact that for centuries most commoners couldn't read. Books were hand-written, expensive, and thus out of reach for most commoners. Gutenberg's printing press changed all that but such changes took time. Until then, the rank and file Christians were spoon-fed God's Word. The Scriptures said what the priests told them they said and they believed what they were told to believe. Period. End of sentence. Now let's revisit this Protestant Reformation again...

The leaders who broke off from the Catholic Church were former Catholics. All they knew was what their Catholic teachers taught them and what they could gleam from those texts they were allowed to read. I don't know what restrictions any of them faced or what they might have access to. What I can ascertain is their understanding was limited to what they were taught and could learn. This same can be said for any of us. One principle I learned early in my own Christian walk is “one cannot go beyond what they are taught”. Now I've learned a lot via my own research and study but this axiom still holds much truth. Back to the point – those early Protestant leaders certainly did not believe everything the Catholic Church taught but much of their understanding remained under Catholic influence. This same often holds true today.

What does all this have to do with the KJV of the Bible? Lots. Those early scholars carried much of the bias and understanding with them as they worked to produce this new KJV Bible. Certain inclusions, additions, and renderings reflect this bias. And, since all subsequent versions and translations, even our “modern” versions also reflect the bias of the scholars producing their work. For me, such bias overrides any advantages gained from expanded access to ancient texts. Keep in mind, no modern translator has exclusive access to these texts. That means you and I can just as easily compare the underlying texts and discern for ourselves. Here's an example of modern bias from the New International Version:


Philippians 2:6 NIV Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 

This verse is footnoted saying “Or in the form of”. 

The KJV reads:


Philippians 2:6 KJV Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

My printed NIV version says this:


Philippians 2:6 NIV Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped; 

I can only conclude the NIV people had trouble making up their own minds how to spin this verse. That Greek word for “form” is morphe. Yep in English we get “morph”. It is defined as “the form by which a person or thing strikes a vision” or simply “external appearance”.

It is easy to see how the NIV translators went far beyond simply rendering the Greek (or Aramaic or whatever language they used) to inserting their own idea of what it means. Please, just tell me what it says. I'll leave it up to God to reveal the meaning to me. Thank you very much.

So my first contention is since the King James Version was first published, men have added layer upon layer of opinion of what God's Word tells us. Today, there are over 40,000 Christian denominations. Every single one has a different idea of who we are as Christians and how we would understand God's Word. Rather than peeling off layer after layer, my preference is to start closer to the core beliefs as understood by those King James Translators. 

In addition to this, the KJV is unique in another way – the translators often put words they added in italics. Notice I said often. Sometimes they did not do so but rather used regular print. In some places, entire verses were added with no italics at all. Not all of these instances were attempts to unduly influence the reader but rather to present a more accurate translation. It is up to us, the student, to discern whether they cleared the air or fogged it, but at least they gave us a choice.

From time to time, I will try to clarify a verse by supplying a more accurate word or commenting in [brackets].

Long ago, I had a discussion with a Baptist pastor who was an avid advocate of the King James Version. He contended that the KJV was sacred as it had been preserved from the very beginning of Christianity. I consider that a miraculous feat considering it didn't come into existence until centuries after that first day at Pentecost when God's holy spirit first descended on the twelve apostles! In fact the language of the KJV didn't exist at the time.

To sum up, I use the KJV here because this version of the Bible carries less linguistic and doctrinal baggage than later versions. Plus, those places where italics are displayed indicate a sort of “red flag” that tells me to pay close attention. One other reason is some of the English words used then had different meanings than they do today. Knowing this helps keep me on my toes so I question what these words really mean more often. You would be surprised how often such questioning has opened up a whole new understanding.

So please, bear with me on this. Feel free to check my verse references against whatever Bible you are comfortable with and by all means, be sensitive to what God tells you about concerning those things you are reading. I promise you, He has not granted me an exclusive on truth!







		
	

	In the Beginning… (of the book that is)



This book began as a treatise on spiritual warfare. It morphed into something more—much more. You see, whatever the term spiritual warfare brings to mind, that image only scratches the surface. For many of us, it is just plain wrong. No worries—it won’t take you long to realize exactly what I mean. Once you see this, you can never unsee it.

There is a biblical principle behind this phenomenon—it is called “blindness.”



2 Corinthians 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

The above verse is just one example given in Scripture, but it demonstrates the principle well. It is scientifically proven in the secular world as well. In modern science, the principle behind this is referred to as “selective attention.” Watch this short video to take the selective attention test for yourself. (Please don’t skip this – as this concept is important for understanding much in this book. It’s just under a minute and a half. If you can’t view it from your ebook reader, go to the links page in this footnote1) 

This is exactly the same principle magicians use to mystify their audiences. It is one of the devil’s favorites in his bag of tricks. How does this apply to the term “spiritual warfare”? Easy enough: Whatever your mind has been conditioned to think of when you come across the term “spiritual warfare,” that is what you envision. For me, I would always envision a movie scene where the hero was facing some terrifying demon. What about you? No matter what the term brings to mind, you are likely to be surprised as you read this book. Spoiler alert—real spiritual warfare is not all that scary.

As I said, this book deals with spiritual warfare extensively. In fact, the entire book never strays far from this concept. However, the book really isn’t about spiritual warfare. It’s about you. What? How? Maybe you’ve never considered yourself a “spiritual” person. It could be you’re not even a Christian or, if you are, you’re one who isn’t all that religious. None of that matters where spiritual warfare is concerned. By this I mean: Just because you don’t believe in God, or Christ, or “religion” (whatever that means) doesn’t mean you’ve sidestepped spiritual warfare. The fact is, there is no escape. Ask the Sadducees. Who are they? (Were, actually.)

The Sadducees I’m referring to lived in Jesus’ time. They were a sect, a denomination, if you will. They didn’t believe in angels, spirits, or the resurrection of the dead. None of that mattered to Jesus. It was their choice whether to believe or not. Why? Because…

[image: The truth is the truth even if no one believes it.
A lie is a lie no matter if everyone believes it.]

Jesus could only present the truth to the Sadducees… and the Pharisees, and the scribes, and everyone else in his sphere of influence. It was up to them to accept or reject it. We know how all that worked out for him. While many accepted the truth, his people, the Jews, or at least those in power, rejected him. They had the Romans crucify him. Those actions only exacerbated the problem.

1 Corinthians 2:7–8 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

Notice the verse above speaks of the “hidden wisdom”—if they had only known. True, but this verse wasn’t really referring to the Jewish leadership, the Sanhedrin. Had they and the Jewish nation as a whole simply accepted Jesus as the promised Messiah, this world would be a different place today.

The verse above actually refers to a different spiritual battle taking place on a whole different level. You will learn something about those as well as some of Jesus’ spiritual battles as well. No doubt you know the stories of the devil and Jesus after forty days in the wilderness. The following pages will reveal other battles that took place right in front of the eyes of everyone around, and including, Jesus—battles you’ve read about but probably never really “saw.” Why? Because your attention was directed to other details.

Once you can see the reality of spiritual warfare, you will also start to see your part in it all. Maybe you’ll be as a Sadducee and deny these truths. So be it. My hope is that you will see the truth about the world around you and begin to take action. While this book is directly written to my brethren in Christ, the truths within pertain to everyone. Why? Again, because no one can escape the reality of spiritual warfare. All anyone can do is choose whether to engage or not as well as choose what side you want to be on.


	
		
	

	To My Brethren in Christ





You have choices as well. If you think you are working on God’s side just because you’ve accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord and Savior, think again. God doesn’t expect any of us to live out our lives unsoiled by sin. That is not to say He doesn’t desire us to do so, but He knows us, knows our failings, knows our weaknesses. He chose us “before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love” (Ephesians 1:4)2 while knowing all along we would falter and fall down again and again. This doesn’t give us carte blanche to sin. Nor does it excuse us from getting back up, dusting ourselves off, asking for forgiveness, and moving forward. Too many of us have been stuck in this hamster wheel too many times for too long. If we are to bear good fruit, we need to rise above the cycle of sin and forgiveness. We need to seek out and accept whatever assignment God has chosen for us. We need to put on the new man and walk in love, walk in the spirit.

This work is designed to help you see your own battlefield more clearly as well as help you grow and level up your game. Our common enemy, our adversary, the devil has worked very hard to separate us from God and divide us from each other. As a whole, we are the body of Christ; however, today, we members of the body can barely walk, much less function as we were meant to operate. This is due to our own selective attention, our own refusal to accept God’s Word as Truth as well as our failure to accept and utilize the power and authority God grants each and every one of us.

We have entered the last days. This is not my proclamation, but one declared by many men and women of God in recent years. This is a time of reawakening, reformation, and restoration. These three are not strictly sequential but concurrent and overlapping. A period of reawakening started first. We are well into this period. We are now entering into a period of reformation. This will be followed by restoration. Reformation will reform or reshape our nation and the world. Restoration, the final period, is where God not only restores what we have lost—but gives us back more than what we lost in the first place! Job received double when he was restored.



As we begin to enter into the restoration period, we will see an explosion of God’s Spirit moving upon the earth. His spirit will move through us as we grow in understanding of the new man and of the power and authority available to us as we operate the manifestations of the spirit. This is indeed a wondrous time to live, much less to be a part of this unparalleled period of history as God has blessed us.



Remember when Jesus sent out the twelve? (Luke 9:1–6)3 He gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. What did they do? They departed, and went through the towns preaching the gospel, and healing everywhere.Then Jesus appointed another seventy also (Luke 10:1–7)4 Why?



Luke 10:1–2 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

It was harvest time! Another great “harvest time” will soon be upon us. Our Heavenly Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ are expecting an abundant season of harvest.

As for your manifest purpose, I should first tell you—the word purpose should be plural. Your primary purpose—one each of us is charged with fulfilling—is simply to “put on this new man.” This is a lot easier said than done. Much of this book is dedicated to showing you how to accomplish this.

Beyond that, God has a “secondary” purpose or purposes for you. Think of it as your “mission” in life. Whatever it is, whatever you call it, it is something for you and you alone to do. This simply means God Almighty has endowed you with certain talents and abilities like no other. Some may be blessed with two or more secondary purposes. Many of us struggle with the idea of our secondary purpose. Some spend years seeking that purpose. Please, allow me to tell you the secret I learned the hard way after decades of searching and, more often than not, making the “wrong” choices.

Grow where you are planted.

For those of you who are groaning right now because this is the very last thing you want to hear… this message is especially for you. For what it’s worth I’ve been exactly there myself, time and time again. I had to learn the hard way, meaning, I often didn’t “grow where I was planted.” Instead I set out, once again, to find my “true purpose.” Do not “trust me” on this. Instead, trust God. He is worthy of that trust. You are where you are because God placed you there. Give thanks, buck up, and just do it. God will bless you for it.

God does not make mistakes. You were not born out of time. You were born for this time. You were born in this time to fulfill the purposes God has and will set before you.







		God Sends Me on a Side Trip      



As of this writing, the following work is nearing completion. While I may add some to the main body, mostly I need to write a concluding section summing it all up. An unplanned excursion interrupted my routine. My wife and I decided to attend a seminar hosted by Ed Rush of God Talks and Lance Wallnau in Fort Worth, Texas. This was a week after the 2024 election. What follows are some general observations clarified by my experiences in this event.

What stood out was the overall manifestation of God’s Spirit. Most of this was evidenced by words via various individuals present. Most of those words were by individuals directly involved with the event. They spoke (prophesied) from the stage to the entire audience. Additionally, My wife and I were each singled out for a word from God by another individual attending the event. He spoke over my wife first and then, later, spoke a word over me. He recorded the word spoken to my wife, so I was able to hear that. (I wasn’t present at the time.) I wrote down what said about me as best I could remember soon after returning to our hotel. While I didn’t witness such, I believe some healing also took place during this time. All during the event, I spoke in tongues to myself much, as I’m sure many others did as well. I also spoke in tongues briefly to another individual there to demonstrate the fact that it was indeed I who was in control concerning that I spoke while emphasizing I had no control over what I spoke. This is a key point concerning this manifestation.

The room where this event was hosted was filled with some five hundred people of all kinds and all walks of life. Surely many were Christians, but this was not a requirement by any means. Some of these Christians, including myself, operated the manifestations to some degree. Not all did so. I don’t know who believed what or how strong the beliefs of anyone there were. This understanding or the lack of thereof is partly the reason for this section.

What all this demonstrated to me is that God is working through many of us regardless of how much or how little we understand. As is His practice—God meets us where we are. This may be the most important concept anyone can take away from this work. God will meet you where you are. Please, keep this in mind as you read on.

Another important aspect—a glaringly obvious aspect revealed by this event—was evidenced throughout the seminar. God will often reveal His Truth to us in ways we do not expect from people we would never expect such Truths to come by. 



Ed Rush is a prime example. He is a former fighter pilot, literally a Top Gun pilot. After he left the Marines, he started a successful consulting firm. During this time God spoke to him, eventually leading him to write “God Talks” and hold related seminars, among other things. While I do believe Ed Rush is a godly man, I do not see him as a biblical scholar. Over the course of the seminar we attended, Ed revealed he once attended seminary where he earned a whopping two college credits. With all this, in his book, he states God’s name is… “God.” 

As a layman Christian believer with no biblical college credits to my name, I will tell you in no uncertain terms that this is NOT AT ALL ACCURATE. Sorry to raise my “voice,” but I felt the need. God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, has a proper name. God’s proper name is “YHWH,” pronounced “Yahweh,” and no, I am not and never have been a Jehovah’s Witness or the like. That said, if you are comfortable addressing God as “God” now and for the rest of your years, feel free. Such is between you and our Heavenly Father and not for me to interfere. 

Far too often we look to men and woman deemed experts to reveal truths, whether these truths are godly or secular. We place great stock in credentials. My point for all this is: do not discount someone because they don’t have the pedigree you think they should have. For that matter, do not accept what someone says just because they have certain credentials. Rather hear what they say, see what they do and compare these things to God’s Truth. It is important to learn to discern Truth from error.

Ed and many others in this seminar, some with loads of credentials, others with little or none, pointed out several areas where “The Church” today practices error. Ed Rush went so far as to state plainly that “the majority is always wrong.” I don’t remember if he was speaking specifically concerning any particular church doctrine or something else—I think it was something else—but the statement stuck with me and I immediately attached that thought to many, “church doctrines” I’ve seen and heard over the years. 

This brings me to yet another observation. While Ed and others in this seminar often spoke of “The Church,” it would behoove us all to understand such an entity does not really officially exist in today’s society. Yes, we can refer to biblical references of “The Church” as in the body of Christ and so forth, but there is no such established authority anywhere. No doubt many Catholics would disagree, insisting they and they alone are THE CHURCH. I beg to differ.

What we clearly do have today is division. This division is evidenced by the ever-increasing numbers of “denominations” in the body of Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote extensively on this in the first century. I deal with this later in this book in detail, though not at all exhaustively. For now my purpose is to simply plead with you to bear with me, even if you disagree with some or many of the ideas written in this book. Let God Almighty work in you—meet you where you are and show you the truths you need to hear.

The only truly reliable standard for Truth is God’s revealed Word. This statement comes with a caveat as every Bible in print has necessarily been handled and thus corrupted by imperfect men. In light of this, we should always be ready and willing to adjust our understanding as God reveals His underlying Truth to us.

Once again, I’ll reference Ed Rush. During the three days of this seminar, he said that, looking back, he knew that some of the things he believed a few years ago, he no longer believes. He went on to say that he was certain some of those things he believes today will seem silly at some further point in his life. I say these statements will prove true for each of us. Nobody is one hundred percent correct about everything—not Ed Rush, not you, not your pastor, certainly not me. We all do the best we can with what we understand.

For me, this is a particularly hard pill to swallow. I strive to be accurate. I work hard to check and recheck my assumptions as well as my facts. I strongly believe it is indeed possible to “rightly divide the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15)5—and yet division within the body and thus wrong division often prevails. This is as much of a puzzle as it is a paradox, but there it is. I must come to terms with the reality that, try as I might, I cannot be right about everything. To believe otherwise is foolhardy.

During this event I came across many who believed in some very different ways than I believe. Ed Rush says God’s name is “God” and so forth. However, many of these individuals with nearly polar opposite approaches to spiritual matters and to God Almighty Himself manifest the spirit of God with far greater ease than I ever have. I sense that some don’t even know exactly what they’re doing—but they are doing it! God is meeting them where they are.

So now I come to the express purpose of this section. I fully expect everyone who reads this book to find some areas here where you disagree with me—at times possibly vehemently. Some parts may even make you uncomfortable enough to squirm in your seat. I get that. I’ve been there. Many times I’m squirming in my seat when I talk to or hear some of my brethren in Christ speak. I squirmed some, not much, during this past event.

While I refer to Scripture a lot in this book, I do not count myself as a scholar but as more of a lifelong student. As I said before, I always endeavor to “rightly divide the word of truth.” I have also researched historical references for accuracy, but, as anyone who has studied any history at all knows, it often becomes evident that history, too, carries the bias of those who documented it.

With all this, I fully expect anyone to be able to find useful insights within these pages. Maybe you already know of the things I write. Good. While I cannot speak for you, I tend to find comfort in things that are verified by outside sources. Others will find ideas and concepts challenging to what you’ve always believed. No matter what side you land on in these instances—challenge is a good thing. It makes you think. It either solidifies your beliefs or sets you on some other, stronger ground. I suggest you embrace rather than run from such challenges. Moving on…







		Chapter: 1 Good Ground – Preparation and Cultivation   





(Author’s Note: If you are like me, you may have skipped the stuff at the beginning to get to the meat. I urge you to go back and read it. You’ll find meat there, I promise.)

During my prayer and study time one morning, just when I was close to finishing the first draft of this book, the following verse came to mind as I was finishing my prayers:

Matthew 13:3—7    And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:

At age eighteen, I accepted Christ after deciding I was an atheist at age twelve. There is more to this story. My memory of the following events before I became an atheist is foggy. Just before I decided there was no god, gods, or spirits, I remember a couple of people talking to me—witnessing to be exact. I don’t remember much about them. It seems they were young—maybe late teens or early twenties. One may have been male, another female. They talked to me about God, and I’m pretty sure I said I accepted Christ at that time. What I’m not sure about is whether it “stuck.”—whether I was actually born again at that time or not. Certainly God, via those two individuals, sowed His Word that day. What happened next?

Matthew 13:22  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.

Near as I can tell, this seed was sown among the thorns. God had my attention for just a moment and then I was off like a dog chasing a squirrel. I can’t point to any “trauma” or anything like that. I just wandered off into the world and became enamored about worldly things… and I decided God didn’t really exist.

This incident and the rest of this passage included below sums the theme of this book up in a nutshell. That theme is spiritual warfare, as in the war started by one angel, once known as Lucifer, who led an insurrection against God Almighty. Whether all this began before God created man or after, I cannot tell. It is possible we humans are part of a battle plan devised long before the devil revolted. Ephesians 1:4 tells us:



“...he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”

We are not told how long before the foundation of the world we were chosen.

When I first heard the gospel at twelve, I was not “good ground.” When I heard it again at eighteen, I was far more ready to receive it than I was six years earlier. However, I now realize that God didn’t stop there. He was infinitely patient with me. He nurtured this ground. He cared for it and enriched it over nearly five decades. He hasn’t stopped yet, though I trust that in these latter years, this ground is fertile and productive—ready to produce the best fruit of my lifetime.

Please consider this passage in Matthew 13:3-–23. These few verses show about all the devil has to throw at us in his war against us and against God. As you have picked this book up, I believe you are the “good ground”, or you can be such. 

Matthew 13:3—23 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.

When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the wayside. But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

God’s Word is being sown in you. Will you receive it? Will you nourish and nurture it? Or will you allow the devil to poison it, choke it off, or even kill it? Such is at the very root of the spiritual battle we all face. How you receive it—what you do with it—is up to you.

Much of this book is about perspective—how you see the world, how this world influences you, and how you influence this world. Once you see these influences relative to spiritual warfare, you may find them hard to ignore.

On a side note, I’ve been around individuals and groups at times who start seeing “demons” everywhere. I’m not talking about that. Not at all. While it is certainly possible to come face-to-face with demonic powers, I do not think most of us need to think in those terms. This work focuses on much more subtler aspects of spiritual warfare, aspects that are more prevalent, and often downright sneaky. Much of today’s spiritual warfare depends on misdirection and sleight of hand rather than direct confrontation.

To that end you will begin to see so much that occurs every day, every moment, right before your eyes, and yes, right under your nose. The hard truth is spiritual warfare is inescapable. It is not a question of whether you will enter battle but on which side you will choose to fight. It doesn’t matter whether you believe in God, whether you have accepted Christ or not—your actions, your choices will advance one side—God’s side—or the other. There is no neutral ground.

Once this spiritual reality becomes clear, you will learn how to proceed. Should you opt to “work” for the other side, you need do nothing. Simply continue doing what you are doing or whatever else you want. Maybe you don’t believe any of this “nonsense.” Fine. Have at it. If I may, I’ll again offer this thought:



[image: The truth is the truth even if no one believes it.
A lie is a lie no matter if everyone believes it.]



For those of you choosing to take up the good side—the side of God Almighty and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—you will find within these pages strategies and tactics enabling many victories. It all begins “by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” (Romans 12:2b)

As with any physical battle, you need to prepare yourself—to make yourself fit, training your mind for the tasks set before you. You will learn to control your environment when you can as well as how to protect yourself from adverse surroundings beyond your control. From there you can move out into enemy territory to reclaim what belongs to God. In a word—occupy.

With all this you will learn about discovering and fulfilling your purposes here on this earth. You read that right—purposes, plural. First, we have all been charged with a primary, everyday purpose centered around our renewed mind. What is that primary purpose? It is no secret. Jesus told us. The Apostle Paul told us, as well as others in the Scriptures. What did Jesus say?

Mark 12:30-31 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.



Jesus recited two of the Ten Commandments given by Moses unto the Hebrews. Many scholars contend they do not apply directly to us. Is this accurate? I’d say while it is accurate, this contention is also misleading. For those of us who have since accepted Jesus as Lord and are born again of God’s spirit, we are not under the letter of the law but that doesn’t mean we are excused from the principles. 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

We are to walk in good works, but for what purpose?

Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,

Wait for it…

Ephesians 4:13-16 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

When we are born again, we become a “new creature” - literally a new creation! However we all still need to deal with our “old man” selves as well. It is a process, a walk. We all need to grow into our born again selves. To this end, we need to renew our own minds, to become the godly men and women God knows we can be. As we work towards this, we also need to build each other up, to edify the body of Christ until we all come to a “unity of the faith” In light of this, even our primary purpose is two-fold. The New Testament is rife with practical applications of these principles.

Secondly, God blesses each of us with another purpose, each one specific to ourselves and our place in life. When we fulfill one purpose, many of us will find that God has yet another in store for us.

Mark 4:24 And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.

You will also learn how to equip yourself for spiritual battle beyond the renewed mind. Here, three distinct topics from the New Testament will be expounded upon. The armor of God, the operation of the manifestations of the spirit, and the fruit of the spirit. Some of these are decidedly controversial, while others are not often well taught nor understood. By the grace of God you will gain a greater understanding of these things by the time you finish this book.

Finally, you will learn you are not in this battle alone. Of course God is in Christ and Christ is in you. (Colossians 1:276)

Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

 God is always with us. He says he will never leave us nor forsake us. (Hebrews 13:57) However, this is only part of the whole picture. We are all also part of the body of Christ. We have each other. Part of what we in the body of Christ have lost sight of is simple fellowship. (Though fellowship should be a large part of our Christian walk, we have lost sight of so much more, some of which this book will reveal.) While I know of several of the “megachurches” that are so popular today, I’ve never attended one. With an average capacity of 1,200 people, it would be so easy to get lost in the crowd. Drawing from the experience of one of the larger churches we’ve attended over the years, I can say for a fact that being part of a large church does not necessarily mean you need to be isolated or lack a sense of fellowship. Indeed, some of my most lasting friendships came from such a church. Ironically, the strongest bonds were formed when we joined smaller bible study groups within the larger church body. 

I can also attest how easy it is to be invisible even in much smaller congregations. Don’t get me wrong, in most churches we’ve attended, we’ve been able to find some sort of fellowship—close relationships with like-minded believers. That said, the most intense experience we’ve ever had came from a small, home-based fellowship. We dared not call it a “church.” We weren’t “tax exempt.” We weren’t “ordained.” We had no name nor official doctrine. What we did have was a strong commitment to each other and a strong involvement in each other’s lives. It wasn’t perfect by any means. On the other hand, we looked forward to being together on Sundays (and other days as well) and it was always hard to part ways. There was never a rush for the door when the final amen was said.

We had similar experiences with other groups. Those were also small and home-based. While I am not saying such fellowship cannot exist within a formal church setting, I do contend smaller groups tend to be more conducive to enjoying a deeper, more personal experience.

One factor I see as important has to do with what is called the “church manifestations.” In Scripture, these are specifically dealt with in 1 Corinthians 14.8 Part of this book explores this chapter in detail. Over the years I’ve seen a wide range of opinions concerning the topic of this chapter—from those who believe that the operation of the manifestations ceased in the first century and anyone who claims to manifest the spirit is of the devil, to those who operate them at some level to this very day.

My own view on these differs from many of my brethren in Christ on both ends of the spectrum. Rather than engage in any elaboration at this point, I’ll just offer an observation. Over the past four decades and then some, My wife and I have attended many churches—many of those regularly. The denominations, doctrines, and practices varied. Those groups where the church manifestations were practiced were the sweetest and most enjoyable. Also note, in these fellowships, these church manifestations were practiced “decently and in order” according to principles of 1 Corinthians 14. While we attended other churches where manifestations were practiced to one extent or another, we have yet to be involved in any part of the body of Christ where all nine manifestations are consistently and regularly evident. As I have written this book, God has revealed to me His desire to see His children operate these manifestations as a matter of course rather than viewing them as some extraordinary “gift” bestowed upon a rare and special few individuals or organizations.

If you doubt this, let me ask you—can you name just one of the seventy Jesus ordained to heal the sick, to whom even the devils were subject by Jesus’ name? Probably not—these men weren’t “big names,” and never became famous “healers” or anything of the sort. I suspect they were simply men whom Jesus perceived as being able to perform the tasks they were asked to do.

Of whom was Jesus speaking of when he said the following?

John 14:12 He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

Do you believe Jesus? Why, then, would you be excluded from doing the works that he did and greater works also?

The first century was a time of great upheaval. The Messiah, the Anointed One who had been promised for centuries, finally appeared unto Israel. He was crucified by the Romans at the behest of the Sanhedrin—the Jewish leadership. After three days, God raised him from the dead, resulting in even more upheaval. The resurrected Messiah was seen by over five hundred witnesses. Forty days after his resurrection, the Messiah’s twelve apostles, poor uneducated Galileans, spoke in tongues “the wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:7–11).9 This was followed by signs, miracles, and wonders performed by many who believed on this Messiah, Christ Jesus. One man, a Pharisee named Saul, resolved to put an end to this turmoil by seizing these upstarts, committing them to prison and to death. That is, until Jesus Christ himself appeared to Saul, later called Paul. Then he who once persecuted this sect now proclaimed Jesus both Lord and Savior, followed by signs, miracles, and wonders. Later Paul was sent unto the Gentiles to bring them into the body of Christ. Sacrilege! Heresy! Unthinkable! Yet the Gentiles who believed also spoke in tongues and were instructed in operating the other manifestations, as 1 Corinthians indicates.

All of these events were unprecedented. They challenged everything anyone had come to know as true. All of these things were of God. Most had been prophesied centuries before—including the coming, death, and resurrection of the Messiah. Still, the religious leadership, the learned, the scholars, gaped in shock and awe. They could not, would not believe the very things they saw with their own eyes—even those things that could easily be confirmed by the very Scriptures they held in their hands and read every day.

With these things in mind, I’m asking you to model yourself after the Bereans in Acts 17:

Acts 17:10–11 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.



Paul and Silas came unto the Bereans with these shocking new doctrines. Certainly they had heard rumors, but these ideas were revolutionary. Why revolutionary? Not because they contradicted the revealed Word of God but they were at odds with what was commonly taught. Thus they searched the scriptures to confirm those things Paul and Silas were saying.

This is what I ask of you. Nothing in these pages is contrary to Scripture. Please carefully consider what I’m saying, but do not take my word for any of it. Search the Scriptures for yourself. Examine them. Dig in for yourself. The tools are readily available. Most can be had free of charge. Within these pages I point out many examples of errors embedded in the very Bibles we carry and read every day. These are not God’s errors—these are men’s errors. Some are inadvertent. Others appear to be deliberate. None of that matters. What matters is your diligence to root out the facts—to discern truth from error.

You are seeking God’s approval, not man’s and certainly not mine.

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.



May our Heavenly Father, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, bless you and keep you as He opens your eyes to His Truth in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Messiah.







		MY God-Given Purpose, Now and… Moving Forward?





As I write this, I am embroiled in my own spiritual battle. As of today I am about one-third through writing the first draft of this book, as near as I can estimate. Besides a myriad of distractions thrown at me, I found myself stuck at one point. Things came to a head. What am I even doing writing this book? Who am I to put this out? I have no “credentials.” I have no following. Bluntly put, as a writer, as with many other aspects of my life, I have enjoyed no significant success. Worse, part of my vision for this book entails things I haven’t practiced myself—or at least not much. Specifically, I’m referring to what I term the “church manifestations”—speaking in tongues with interpretation, and prophecy, as well as the “power manifestations”—faith, miracles, and gifts of healing. That said, something happened this morning, prompting these paragraphs.

Just as I was finishing up my morning prayer and study routine, my thoughts again turned to this book and my doubts about it and what might lie beyond. I came to a standstill when one question entered my thoughts.

“Do you believe me or not?”

This question and the subsequent answer encompasses everything in this book. I often hesitate to say this but today I will actually come out and say it. It was God Almighty, my Heavenly Father, asking me this question. Let’s back up a couple of days.

On Thursday prior, I joined a Zoom meeting held by Lance Wallnau and Ed Rush. I almost passed on it as it looked like it might be a pitch for some product or program. I like Lance a lot, but I tend to back off when it comes to such things. This time I pressed on. Ed’s topic was “How to Prepare for God’s Season of Acceleration.” Essentially, it was about how God sometimes compresses the time it takes to grow in life and business. Strangely enough (or maybe not, I don’t know), several times during this presentation, Ed specifically mentioned a scenario where someone wanted to publish a book. He even drew from his own experience in one instance.

More pertinent to me was when Ed talked about how God spoke to him. Don’t get me wrong, in some of the circles I run around, it almost seems like everyone has their morning coffee with God as a matter of course. With Ed, it was different. He not only talked as if it was the most natural thing in the world to hear from God but he also talked about one specific time when he was praying about something else and thoughts of a project kept injecting themselves. It finally dawned on him that God was “downloading” a plan for a project to him. He used this term a lot. At some point, something clicked for me.

In retrospect, I realized that while God has been moving me to write this book, He’s also been showing me a plan to utilize it as a springboard for a greater godly work—something that reaches far beyond anything I first, or ever, dared imagine. God’s question still rings in my head. “Do you believe Me?” My answer lies here as I relate my vision for this book as I currently understand it. For me, it means going out on a limb—with a bow saw in hand. For someone who has always either avoided anything that was not a “sure thing” or made every effort to keep my risk at a minimum, this is a big deal for me. Please don’t scoff—especially if you’re a natural risk taker. I am not. Far, far from it. That said, here goes.

When Ed Rush talked about his book, he said he envisioned selling fifty million copies and sold fifty thousand. In my wildest imagination, I never came close to either number. All I could think at the time was “Wow! I’d be thrilled to sell fifty thousand copies. That would be a huge success.” It’s not God who is limiting me here—it is me, myself, and I.

How many copies did I envision selling? None. It’s not that I started out thinking this book would flop from the start; rather, I didn’t dare think about any specific number of copies. So while I dreamed of it doing well, the numbers didn’t matter. They still don’t.

So what did I see? I saw a campground with seven cabins and a meeting house. Here, those who desired to learn more could come for a few days for small group instruction on how to implement aspects of this book. Individuals or couples could come for a few days or a weekend, stay in a cabin, where they could join others in the meeting house. The meeting house would also have a kitchen and tables so that meals could be offered. The meeting section itself would be casual—similar to an oversized living room.

This training would be geared towards those wanting to train others around the country to operate the church manifestations specifically—to help them gain the confidence to operate all nine without blinking an eye. The big picture envisions a worldwide movement resulting in a massive outpouring of God’s Spirit and many millions (billions?) coming to Christ. In case you’re wondering, I see myself as a part of this rather than at the center of it all. God in Christ should be front and center—always.

Since then my vision has expanded—I saw myself traveling to different places and speaking to groups, instructing them on how to incorporate the church manifestations themselves.

As you read this book on spiritual warfare, you will soon realize the church manifestation portion is only one part of a greater whole. It is a very important part, but only a part. Another part deals with much of what happens around us on a daily basis. A large part of this book deals with our own personal mindsets. Each of us must take and hold our own personal battlefield, our mind, before we can effectively enter the larger arena. This is far from impossible. In fact, it isn’t all that hard, but it takes diligence and persistence. It depends on one skill in particular to become proficient. While this skill is inherent in all of us, few recognize it as such and fewer still have learned to improve, much less master it. When this skill is undeveloped,   misused, or misunderstood, it becomes a detriment not only to our walk with God but to our very lives. What is this skill?

Believing.

Wait! What? Believing is a skill?

Now here’s the odd thing. Until I was prompted to type the above, I’d never thought of believing in those terms. It set me back on my heels. I had to stop and think about it. From my earliest days as a Christian, I was taught about believing, but never— not once—as a skill or a skill set. Yet, here I am and, yes, I’m asking God for help on this! So here we go…

We believe those things we know. Our knowledge is mostly based on the information we acquire via our five senses. (We won’t get into supernatural knowledge at this point.) So accumulation of information, or learning, is key and certainly a skill. Also analyzing information, discerning truth from error, is a skill. Believing combines both learning and discerning and thus, believing is a skill.

And there we have it—we believe what we know to be true from the things we’ve learned, the information we’ve gathered and analyzed—separating those things that are true from those that are not.

Now, let me ask you… do you believe God? Do you really?

Do you believe God is all knowing? 

Then why do you try to hide from Him? Do you really think He won’t know what you’re up to?

Do you believe God is all powerful? 

Really? Then why do you limit God every day, in nearly every aspect of your life?

We all do it. You’re no different. Neither am I. We talk about whether something is “God’s Will”. We excuse our failure to believe in Him because, well, “it just wasn’t His Will.” Let me ask you… how do you know?

How do you know what God’s will is? If you say you don’t or can’t know – you are deflecting. Yes. You are.  This isn’t a criticism, so please don’t get defensive or feel ashamed. I can say this with absolute certainty because I’ve been there myself. I AM there myself.

It doesn’t matter where your believing is at now. If you have confessed Jesus as Lord and believe God raised him from the dead, then the rest is all downhill. From here it’s just a matter of learning those things God has set before us in the Holy Bible. Yes, it does help if you accept the fact that the Holy Bible is the revealed Word and will of God.
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