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TO ALL GOD HATH PLACED IN MY PATH

I LOOK BACK ON MY LIFE and realize how I wouldn’t be here if someone had not given to me [life]. First and foremost, I must honor my Father God for giving me life by creating me. I thank Jesus Christ for dying on the cross to create the opportunity for me to accept and to receive Him as my personal Lord and Savior, He gave me eternal life. I thank my Holy Spirit for leading and guiding me and giving to me by showing me all things in life. I thank my parent; John W. (1928-2015) and Earnestine Anderson (1929-2017) for giving me natural life. I thank God for my loving husband, Aaron Gunter, our two children Cynthia and Aaron III and family, relatives, and loved ones, name by name, for giving into my life. I thank God for all the men and women of God He have placed in my path, especially my pastor; Dr. William S. Winston of Living Word Christian Center in Forest Park, Illinois, who opened my spiritual eyes to inspire me to thrive to be all God has called me to be. The Holy Spirit said this book is a tribute to God and His people. It is to let His people know that their labor is not in vain (Isaiah 65:23) so faint not (Galatians 6:9) for what you are saying is working (Mark 11:23). This book is the beginning to show them how grateful and appreciative I am and to show them for the remaining of my one hundred and twenty years (Genesis 6:3), in case Jesus tarries.
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GIVING IS GOD was written to show how much the Bible talks about giving and the different ways to give. Yes, it talks about money a lot, which is how the earth operates. God gave us this provision in the Beginning (Genesis 2:10-14, KJV). Money is needed for everything; especially to get the Word of God to all  the world (Mark 16:15, NKJV). This book will give a certain giving word and back it up with scripture(s).

There is an abundant [number] of ways to give, to There is an abundant [number] of ways to give, to make someone’s life better, such as a smile; eye contact; give your time to show that we care by listening; a thank-you; and/or giving food, clothing, shelter, resources, etc. The main point of Giving Is God is that we are to give wherever it is needed. God is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34, KJV), so why are we trying to be different? God made us in His image and after His likeness (Genesis 1:27, KJV). It is true that we are not assigned to give to everyone, but we have to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit, when He tells us to do something; we must do it. We will certainly miss a blessing for being disobedient (Hebrews 4:6, AMPC). God is so good to us, if we will open our eyes and see. Yes, look with our natural eyes, but also see with our spiritual eyes, from the inside. With our natural eyes, we will see a lot of bad things, but if we would focus on Jesus, we will see the good in that situation and He will help us through it all (John 16:33 AMPC) 

Giving Is God is this and more. Just imagine the world, when each person gives something to someone every day, it doesn’t necessary have to be money, even though that helps (Ecclesiastes 10:19, KJV). An encouraging word has enough power to wake a person out of darkness (Proverbs 15:4, AMPC). 

All scripture in Giving Is God is regarding God, for it is impossible to find a scripture that has us doing or giving anything without God. Most importantly, “having” anything, without God (John 1:1–3, KJV) is impossible. God has given us free will, so it is totally up to us to decide to give His way.

The Bible says that when we give, we can receive more in return (Luke 6:38, KJV). There will be less angry people in the world, for that mentality is nothing but fear. It is fear of not being able to provide for their families, because of not enough money (such as a sufficient job or possibly no job), or illiteracy or arrest records, or even because of no clothing to be presentable to be hired for a job.

Giving Is God is about giving a person the opportunity to better themselves, to imagine being in a better life. When we can imagine ourselves owning a home, running a business, or writing a book, it can be done (Proverbs 29:18, AMPC) when we stay focused on that end result. We will have what we say, when we believe we receive, when we pray (Mark 11:24, KJV). God will cause people to come across our path to give us that opportunity (Galatians 6:10, AMPC). When the opportunity arrives, recognize it and go for it. Mankind has been given the ability to do all things, we imagine to do (Genesis 11:6, KJV). God blessed us and told us to be fruitful, multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it and take dominion (Genesis 1:28, KJV). Not over people, but take dominion over any injustice in the world (Ephesians 6:12, NLT). So it is our responsibility to put good things in the world, so that the good multiplies. We are able copy and multiply what we see, so how about it? Let us help the poor in spirit, the fatherless, the orphans, the widows, and the elderly (Psalm 82, KJV).

Also, do you know that the silver and gold and all good things are still in the earth as it was in the Garden of Eden? The wealth and resources has multiplied, it has not diminished. This hidden treasure as the Bible refers to (Isaiah 45:2-3, KJV) is in the wrong hands; those who are not doing things God’s way; such as giving it where giving is due.

We have been given another opportunity to imagine as one, now as the body of Christ. Let us do it God’s way (Matthew 6:33, AMPC). We will produce a happier, peaceful, and better life for all mankind. Giving is a way of life; it is how we all live on earth, as it is in Heaven. We have the freewill to decide whom we allow to control us, and no matter what you say or think, it is the truth anyway. We are all led by a spirit, mine is the Holy Spirit of God. Who is leading you? Oh, the other spirit is Satan (2 Corinthians 4:3–5, NLT). Let us manifest the sons of God (Romans 8:19, KJV), which is to help people in need, through the Blood of Jesus, in Jesus’ Name. Amen. The scriptures used in this book are Spirit-led, and Jesus is the source of my strength. God’s word is the seed that has been planted in me, now by the Grace of God, this book is the fruit.

Genesis 2:10–14 (KJV) And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads. The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone. And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.

Mark 16:15 (NKJV) And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.

Acts 10:34 (KJV) Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:

Genesis 1:27 (KJV) So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

Hebrews 4:6 (AMPC) Seeing then that the promise remains over [from past times] for some to enter that rest, and that those who formerly were given the good news about it and the opportunity, failed to appropriate it and did not enter because of disobedience,

John 16:33 (AMPC) I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace and confidence. In the world you have tribulation and trials and distress and frustration; but be of good cheer [take courage; be confident, certain, undaunted]! For I have overcome the world. [I have deprived it of power to harm you and have conquered it for you.]

Ecclesiastes 10:19 (KJV) ... but money answereth all things.

Proverbs 15:4 (AMPC) A gentle tongue [with its healing power] is a tree of life, but willful contrariness in it breaks down the spirit.

John 1:1-3 (KJV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

Luke 6:38 (KJV) Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

Proverbs 29:18 (AMPC) Where there is no vision [no redemptive revelation of God], the people perish; but he who keeps the law [of God, which includes that of man]—blessed (happy, fortunate, and enviable) is he.

Mark 11:24 (KJV) Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

Galatians 6:10 (AMPC) So then, as occasion and opportunity open up to us, let us do good [morally] to all people [not only being useful or profitable to them, but also doing what is for their spiritual good and advantage]. Be mindful to be a blessing, especially to those of the household of faith [those who belong to God’s family with you, the believers].

Genesis 11:6 (KJV) And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.

Genesis 1:28 (KJV) And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

Ephesians 6:12 (NLT) For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

Psalm 82:1-8 (KJV) God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; He judgeth among the gods. How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah. Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked. They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course. I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High. But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes. Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations.

Isaiah 45:2-3 (KJV) I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.

Matthew 6:33 (AMPC) But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken together will be given you besides.

2 Corinthians 4:3-5 (NLT) If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who are perishing. Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake.

Romans 8:19 (KJV) For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.

Disclaimer & Disclosure: Be free to search the Bible for yourselves, for I am not a bible scholar, but I am a son of God. I know I can’t get all of God’s Word in this book, if so what would be the use for this book, when we all can go directly to our own Bibles. My hope is to release a desire in you to search the scriptures, so that the Holy Spirit can teach you about the things that you seek. ~ Claudette
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Giving Is...



I’ve discovered that giving is addictive. I have to give something; it makes me happy. Knowing that I have made someone else happy makes me want to continue and never stop giving; as the LORD leads.
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ACTION IS A RESPONSE. Action means to do something. When we say something, it is an action. When we do something, it is an action. Even when we believe in something or someone, this is an action. There is nothing we can say, do, see, hear, smell, taste, or believe that doesn’t require an action. God has given us the ability to take this action in our giving. If you are in Christ, we have the choice to be in sync with Him. A definition for “Action” is to do something toward a goal in order to achieve a purpose.

You can find many “action” scriptures throughout this book. See the Contents page for a specific topic: “Believe” is one that is listed.

1 Samuel 2:3 (AMPC) Talk no more so very proudly; let not arrogance go forth from your mouth, for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed.

Isaiah 42:20 (NLT) You see and recognize what is right but refuse to act on it. You hear with your ears, but you don’t really listen.”

Psalm 48:9-10 (MSG) We pondered your love-in- action, God, waiting in your temple: Your name, God, evokes a train of Hallelujahs wherever It is spoken, near and far; your arms are heaped with goodness-in- action.

Matthew 7:24 (AMPC) So everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts upon them [obeying them] will be like a sensible (prudent, practical, wise) man who built his house upon the rock.

John 14:26 (AMPC) But the Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, Standby), the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name [in My place, to represent Me and act on My behalf ], He will teach you all things. And He will cause you to recall (will remind you of, bring to your remembrance) everything I have told you.

Philippians 1:6 (KJV) Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

James 2:18 (KJV) Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.
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Allow
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[image: image]WHEN WE ALLOW the mighty work of God, He will manifest Himself. When we believe that Jesus is our healer, we shall be healed. When we trust in His faithfulness and His great love for us, He will make a way for us. God hath completed everything before the foundation of the world; all we have to do is Believe Him! (Hebrews 4:2–4, see here)

John 9:1-3, 10-11 (AMPC) As He passed along, He noticed a man blind from his birth. His disciples asked Him, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind? Jesus answered, It was not that this man or his parents sinned, but he was born blind in order that the workings of God should be manifested (displayed and illustrated) in him. So they said to him, How were your eyes opened? He replied, The Man called Jesus made mud and smeared it on my eyes and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and I obtained my sight!

Romans 1:23–25 (NLT) And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator Himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen.

1 Corinthians 10:13 (NLT) The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.

Hebrews 4:2–4 (KJV) For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works.

Hebrews 4:2-4 (AMPC) For indeed we have had the glad tidings [Gospel of God] proclaimed to us just as truly as they [the Israelites of old did when the good news of deliverance from bondage came to them]; but the message they heard did not benefit them, because it was not mixed with faith (with the leaning of the entire personality on God in absolute trust and confidence in His power, wisdom, and goodness) by those who heard it; neither were they united in faith with the ones [Joshua and Caleb] who heard (did believe). For we who have believed (adhered to and trusted in and relied on God) do enter that rest, in accordance with His declaration that those [who did not believe] should not enter when He said, As I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest; and this He said although [His] works had been completed and prepared [and waiting for all who would believe] from the foundation of the world. For in a certain place He has said this about the seventh day: And God rested on the seventh day from all His works.

[image: image][image: image]



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Angels
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I BELIEVE everyone of us has had encounters with  angels, whether we realize it or not. We may not have seen them, but we have wondered why and how something has happened. For instance, there are many occasions that I have been saved from harm. I didn’t realize it, until after the incidents, that I was indeed protected.

My angel(s) find things for me all the time, when I didn’t have a clue where they could be. I would say, “Angels, please find such and such, in Jesus’ name, thank you,” and then there it is. It was like it had always been there, but it wasn’t there. I thank God for my angel(s).

Exodus 23:20 (KJV) Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared.

Exodus 23:20-21 (MSG) “Now get yourselves ready. I’m sending my Angel ahead of you to guard you in your travels, to lead you to the place that I’ve prepared. Pay close attention to him. Obey him. Don’t go against him. He won’t put up with your rebellions because he’s acting on my authority. But if you obey him and do everything I tell you, I’ll be an enemy to your enemies, I’ll fight those who fight you.

Psalm 34:7 (KJV) The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.

Psalm 91:11 (KJV) For He shall give His angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

Psalm 103:20–21 (KJV) Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye His hosts; ye ministers of His, that do His pleasure.

Daniel 10:11, 13 (AMPC) And [the angel] said to me, O Daniel, you greatly beloved man, understand the words that I speak to you and stand upright, for to you I am now sent. And while he was saying this word to me, I stood up trembling. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me for twenty- one days. Then Michael, one of the chief [of the celestial] princes, came to help me, for I remained there with the kings of Persia.

Luke 1:19 (KJV) And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.

Hebrews 1:14 (AMPC) Are not the angels all ministering spirits (servants) sent out in the service [of God for the assistance] of those who are to inherit salvation?

Hebrews 13:2 (AMPC) Do not forget or neglect or refuse to extend hospitality to strangers [in the brotherhood—being friendly, cordial, and gracious, sharing the comforts of your home and doing your part generously], for through it some have entertained angels without knowing it.

1 Peter 1:12 (AMPC) It was then disclosed to them that the services they were rendering were not meant for themselves and their period of time, but for you. [It is these very] things which have now already been made known plainly to you by those who preached the good news (the Gospel) to you by the [same] Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Into these things [the very] angels long to look!

Revelation 19:9–10 (NLT) And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” And he added, “These are true words that come from God.” Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “No, don’t worship me. I am a servant of God, just like you and your brothers and sisters who testify about their faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus.”
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Anoint / Anointed / Anointing
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[image: image]THE ANOINTING is actually the Spirit of God. We can never separate His power; the anointing from Him, but we can quench or frustrate the Holy Spirit in a way that His power/anointing will not work in our lives. We may be able to do some physical things, but that’s nothing, because our ability without Him is limited. With God’s anointing on the inside of a born again believer, and when His Spirit comes upon us, we can do all things, according to His will. Our Father, Who is in Heaven does the work in us through Jesus, Who is inside of us. Christ in you, the hope of Glory (Colossians 1:27).

We, the body of Christ have this same anointing, because Jesus prayed to the Father to send the Holy Spirit to live within us, so that we can do greater works, then even He did. We indeed have the power to do all good things.

God commanded us to be His mouth to speak His Word, our hands to heal & help the needy, our feet to go and take Him with us to all the world. Jesus was God’s willing vessel when He walked the earth, now that Jesus is in Heaven, we are His ambassadors. The Anointed One is Jesus Christ; the Messiah and we, the sons of God is His anointed ones. Let the world see God’s power in demonstration as we follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 20:6 (AMPC) Now I know that the Lord saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving strength of His right hand.

Psalm 110:1-3 (AMPC) The Lord (God) says to my Lord (the Messiah), Sit at My right hand, until I make Your adversaries Your footstool. The Lord will send forth from Zion the scepter of Your strength; rule, then, in the midst of Your foes. Your people will offer themselves willingly in the day of Your power, in the beauty of holiness and in holy array out of the womb of the morning; to You [will spring forth] Your young men, who are as the dew.

Psalm 133 (KJV) Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

Isaiah 10:27 (KJV) And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing.

Isaiah 11:1-3 (AMPC) And there shall come forth a Shoot out of the stock of Jesse [David’s father], and a Branch out of his roots shall grow and bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him—the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord— And shall make Him of quick understanding, and His delight shall be in the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord. And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, neither decide by the hearing of His ears;

Isaiah 45:1-3 (AMPC) Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held to subdue nations before him, and I will unarm and ungird the loins of kings to open doors before him, so that gates will not be shut. I will go before you and level the mountains [to make the crooked places straight]; I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut asunder the bars of iron. And I will give you the treasures of darkness and hidden riches of secret places, that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, Who calls you by your name.

Isaiah 61:1-3 (AMPC) The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed and qualified me to preach the Gospel of good tidings to the meek, the poor, and afflicted; He has sent me to bind up and heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the [physical and spiritual] captives and the opening of the prison and of the eyes to those who are bound, To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord [the year of His favor] and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, To grant [consolation and joy] to those who mourn in Zion—to give them an ornament (a garland or diadem) of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment [expressive] of praise instead of a heavy, burdened, and failing spirit—that they may be called oaks of righteousness [lofty, strong, and magnificent, distinguished for uprightness, justice, and right standing with God], the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.

Job 32:6-10 (AMPC) Then Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite said, I am young, and you are aged; for that reason I was timid and restrained and dared not declare my opinion to you. I said, Age should speak, and a multitude of years should teach wisdom [so let it be heard]. But there is [a vital force] a spirit [of intelligence] in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives men understanding. It is not the great [necessarily] who are wise, nor [always] the aged who understand justice. So I say, Listen to me; I also will give you my opinion [about Job’s situation] and my knowledge.

Joel 2:28 (AMPC) And afterward I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your Daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.

Mark 5:30 (KJV) And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?

Luke 4:18-19 (KJV) The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

Luke 4:18-19 (AMPC) The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon Me, because He has anointed Me [the Anointed One, the Messiah] to preach the good news (the Gospel) to the poor; He has sent Me to announce release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to send forth as delivered those who are oppressed [who are downtrodden, bruised, crushed, and broken down by calamity], To proclaim the accepted and acceptable year of the Lord [the day when salvation and the free favors of God profusely abound].

John 4:25 (KJV) The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.

John 4:24-26 (AMPC) God is a Spirit (a spiritual Being) and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth (reality). The woman said to Him, I know that Messiah is coming, He Who is called the Christ (the Anointed One); and when He arrives, He will tell us everything we need to know and make it clear to us. Jesus said to her, I Who now speak with you am He.

John 9:10-11 (KJV) Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received  sight.

John 14:10-12 (KJV) Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

Acts 1:8 (NKJV) But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Acts 1:4-5 (NKJV) [The Holy Spirit Promised] And being assembled together with them He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

Acts 2:1-12 (NKJV) [Coming of the Holy Spirit] When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each  of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. [The Crowd’s Response] And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?”

Acts 2:16-21 (KJV) But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Ephesians 3:20-21 (KJV) Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

Galatians 2:21 (KJV) I do not frustrate the grace of God:

Philippians 2:13 (KJV) For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

Philippians 4:13 (KJV) I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Philippians 1:6-7 (KJV) Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.

Colossians 1:27 (KJV) To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

1 Thessalonians 2:13 (AMPC) And we also [especially] thank God continually for this, that when you received the message of God [which you heard] from us, you welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men, but as it truly is, the Word of God, which is effectually at work in you who believe [exercising its superhuman power in those who adhere to and trust in and rely on it].

1 Thessalonians 5:19 (AMPC) Do not quench (suppress or subdue) the [Holy] Spirit;

James 5:14 (AMPC) Is anyone among you sick? He should call in the church elders (the spiritual guides). And they should pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Lord’s name.

1 John 2:20 (KJV) But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

1 John 2:27 (KJV) But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even   as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

1 John 2:19-21 (NKJV) They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

1 John 2:26-28 (NKJV) These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. [The Children of God] And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.

1 John 2:27 (AMPC) But as for you, the anointing (the sacred appointment, the unction) which you received from Him abides [permanently] in you; [so] then you have no need that anyone should instruct you. But just as His anointing teaches you concerning everything and is true and is no falsehood, so you must abide in (live in, never depart from) Him [being rooted in Him, knit to Him], just as [His anointing] has taught you [to do].
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BEING IN CHRIST, it is a comfort to know that God fights my battles. I know that I don’t fight people, so all I need to do is pray and decree a thing (see Job 22:28 under Better World). By faith, I know that everything is all right. My God avenges me.

2 Chronicles 20:15 (AMPC) He said, Hearken, all Judah, you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you King Jehoshaphat. The Lord says this to you: Be not afraid or dismayed at this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s.

Psalm 24:7-9 (AMPC) Lift up your heads, O you gates; and be lifted up, you age-abiding doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O you gates; yes, lift them up, you age-abiding doors, that the King of glory may come in.

Isaiah 34:8 (AMPC) For the Lord has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense, for the cause of Zion.

Luke 18:7-8 (KJV) And shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?

Deuteronomy 3:21-22 (KJV) And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, Thine eyes have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto these two kings: so shall the LORD do unto all the kingdoms whither thou passest. Ye shall not fear them: for the LORD your God he shall fight for you.

Deuteronomy 3:22 (AMPC) You shall not fear them, for the Lord your God shall fight for you.

Romans 12:19 (KJV) Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.
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WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? There are so many things in this world to believe and within it is so much confusion. How can we possibly sort out the truth? For me, to believe is to have faith in someone or something. I believe in God, because in Him is where I belong, and also where I desire to be and to stay.

The Word of God (the Bible) is the way to know God, and to discover what to believe. God’s Word is Truth, so the Bible will tell us where we were, where we are and where we will be. Whether we believe in God or not will manifest in our life (see Matthew 12:34 under Voice).

Our belief system is so powerful. What we say out of our mouths is what we believe; it is what we believe in our hearts. It is rooted deep inside of us. We should continuously watch what we hear and see, because all things can influence us (read and believe Romans 12:2 under “Letting Go”). Our beliefs will be seen by all, we may be able to hide for a while, but it will be seen. Let God be seen in your life, Amen.

2 Chronicles 20:20 (KJV) Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe His prophets, so shall ye prosper.

Proverbs 23:7 (KJV) For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he:

Matthew 9:28 (KJV) And when He was come into the house, the blind men came to Him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto Him, Yea, Lord.

Mark 9:23 (KJV) Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.

Luke 6:45 (KJV) A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaket

Luke 8:50 (KJV) But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole.

Romans 4:3 (KJV) For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.

Romans 4:20–22 (KJV) He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.

Romans 10:14–15 (AMPC) But how are people to call upon Him Whom they have not believed [in Whom they have no faith, on Whom they have no reliance]? And how are they to believe in Him [adhere to, trust in, and rely upon Him] of Whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without a preacher? And how can men [be expected to] preach unless they are sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings! [How welcome is the coming of those who preach the good news of His good things!]

Romans 15:13 (KJV) Now the God of hope fill you with all joy And peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.

2 Corinthians 4:17–18 (KJV) For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (KJV) But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

Hebrews 11:3 (AMPC) By faith we understand that the worlds [during the successive ages] were framed (fashioned, put in order, and equipped for their intended purpose) by the word of God, so that what we see was not made out of things which are visible.

1 Peter 1:21–23 (AMPC) Through Him you believe in (adhere to, rely on) God, Who raised Him up from the dead and gave Him honor and glory, so that your faith and hope are [centered and rest] in God. Since by your obedience to the Truth through the [Holy] Spirit you have purified your hearts for the sincere affection of the brethren, [see that you] love one another fervently from a pure heart. You have been regenerated (born again), not from a mortal origin (seed, sperm), but from one that is immortal by the ever living and lasting Word of God.
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I REMEMBER having to write a paper for one of my social work classes. I had just recently been born-again, at least as an adult. I was explaining to a classmate of my desire for a better world. I don’t remember him saying anything; I just remember him looking at me. I don’t know if it was a look of amazement of my naivety, or he was happy that I believe we can have a better world. (I looked up definition for naïve; naïve is having or showing an extremely or excessively simple and trusting view of the world and human nature, often as a result of youth and inexperience.) But now I know by reading God’s word, a better world is possible. Heaven on earth! Definition found in Encarta Dictionary: English (North America) Online.

Exodus 36:5 (NLT) They went to Moses and reported, “The people have given more than enough materials to complete the job the Lord has commanded us to do!”

Job 22:28 (KJV) Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall shine upon thy ways.

Ecclesiastes 10:19 (KJV) A feast is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money answereth all things.

Matthew 6:10 (AMPC) Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Isaiah 51:3 (KJV) For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste places; and He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

Isaiah 61:1-11 (AMPC) The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed and qualified me to preach the Gospel of good tidings to the meek, the poor, and afflicted; He has sent me to bind up and heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the [physical and spiritual] captives and the opening of the prison and of the eyes to those who are bound, To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord [the year of His favor] and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, To grant [consolation and joy] to those who mourn in Zion—to give them an ornament (a garland or diadem) of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment [expressive] of praise instead of a heavy, burdened, and failing spirit—that they may be called oaks of righteousness [lofty, strong, and magnificent, distinguished for uprightness, justice, and right standing with God], the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified. And they shall rebuild the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former desolations and renew the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. Aliens shall stand [ready] and feed your flocks, and foreigners shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. But you shall be called the priests of the Lord; people will speak of you as the ministers of our God. You shall eat the wealth of the nations, and the glory [once that of your captors] shall be yours. Instead of your [former] shame you shall have a twofold recompense; instead of dishonor and reproach [your people] shall rejoice in their portion. Therefore in their land they shall possess double [what they had forfeited]; everlasting joy shall be theirs. For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong with violence or a burnt offering. And I will faithfully give them their recompense in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant or league with them. And their offspring shall be known among the nations and their descendants among the peoples. All who see them [in their prosperity] will recognize and acknowledge that they are the people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul will exult in my God; for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as [surely as] the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring forth, so [surely] the Lord God will cause rightness and justice and praise to spring forth before all the nations [through the self-fulfilling power of His word].

Isaiah 51:3 (KJV) For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste places; and He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

Jeremiah 33:9 (KJV) And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.

Revelation 21:1-27 (KJV) And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. And  the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
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WE AS CHILDREN OF GOD are Blessed to be a Blessing to all the world, as told to our father of faith; Abraham (Romans 4:16 see here).

We might not see it or even feel it, because of the situation(s) we may be in. When we hold on by faith, stay in faith in God’s word, Jesus will strengthen us. No matter what is going on in our life, know that we are Blessed and the Blessings will manifest in the natural. Only believe by faith, which is the confidence and trust, we have in God.

The initial Blessing of God given to man is also found in Genesis 1:26–28 see under “Image ...”

Genesis 12:2-3 (KJV) And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

Genesis 12:2-3 (AMPC) And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you [with abundant increase of favors] and make your name famous and distinguished, and you will be a blessing [dispensing good to others]. And I will bless those who bless you [who confer prosperity or happiness upon you] and curse him who curses or uses insolent language toward you; in you will all the families and kindred of the earth be blessed [and by you they will bless themselves].

Genesis 24:35 (KJV) And the Lord hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses.

Deuteronomy 28:1–13 (KJV) And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.  Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. The Lord shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways. And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee. And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers to give thee. The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:

Psalm 105:15 (KJV) Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

Psalm 115:15 (KJV) Ye are blessed of the Lord which made heaven and earth.

Proverbs 10:22 (KJV) The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.

Proverbs 10:22 (AMPC) The blessing of the Lord—it makes [truly] rich, and He adds no sorrow with it [neither does toiling increase it].
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