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Sophie Stern

COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY Sophie Stern

All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

Some Doms are loving. Some of them are strict. My Dom? He's a little bit...bratty.

When Blair steps foot in Anchored, she's not expecting much. She's there for one reason, and one reason only: book research. Her friends told her she was an idiot for trying to write a romance novel without actually trying anything out for herself, so she decides to take matters into her own hands and try out one of the most incredible, most exclusive clubs in the city. She knows enough about "the lifestyle" to get by, but then she meets Raiden, and she realizes that she's in way over her head.

Raiden has had his heart broken one too many times to get attached to any of the women at Anchored, but the new girl seems like she's completely out of her element. If she's as experienced as she says she is, then why does she look at every single scene like it's the most incredible thing she's ever witnessed? Either she's a goddess, or she's a liar, and he intends to find out.

When a secret threatens their growing relationship, Blair is faced with a choice that just might tear them apart.

Forever.

The Bratty Dom is a contemporary romance by Sophie Stern, author of DARK FAVORS and THE FABLESTONE CLAN.
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Raiden

TWO YEARS AGO

IT HAD BEEN A LONG night. The rain made what was otherwise a horrible night even more unbearable, and I couldn’t wait to get home and crawl into bed with Angela. It was going to be okay, I told myself, because as long as we were together, things would be fine. They had to be. Losing the kid had been horrible. I’d done CPR for what felt like hours, but she’d still died. That was the problem with being a firefighter.

Sometimes, kids got hurt and I could save them.

Sometimes, I couldn’t.

It got me in my heart. My soul seemed to physically hurt as my tears mixed with the rain pouring down on me, and I wondered for what seemed like the millionth time why I’d gone into this line of work. I was supposed to be someone who could save people, who could rescue them. I was supposed to be someone who could help others.

I didn’t, though.

Sometimes people were too lost to be saved.

Sometimes they were too damaged or broken to be rescued.

Coming home to Angela was the highlight of my week. Yeah, sometimes we fought. Who didn’t? We had our own issues, but tonight was going to be different. It was our one-year anniversary, and I was ready to start thinking about taking things to the next level. 

Marriage? 

Maybe we could get married. 

Maybe we should.

It would be a good way to show her how I felt. It would be a good way to show her that my feelings for her were big. They were serious. They were real, and I had a feeling that both of us could use something that was just a little bit magical.

The townhouse we shared was in the center of town. It was an equal distance between each of our jobs, and it was beautiful. The brick two-story home was everything I’d ever wanted in a house, and it was the kind of place I could imagine growing old in. Maybe one day I’d feel differently and want something with a bigger yard or more privacy, but right now? Right now, it was perfection.

I’d bought it as soon as I’d become a firefighter and started making real money. Angela moving in had been the icing on the cake. It was perfect. Everything was perfect. 

Except for tonight.

For the first time in a long time, I was early getting home. She knew not to expect me before midnight, but despite it being the worst night of my career, I was getting home around 9:30. After the kid had died, Eddie and Wyatt had told me to go home. They both knew I was useless to the team. Everyone understood that I was an emotional mess, but nobody cared. They just told me what to do, and I was going to do it.

I parked on the street and walked up the stairs. The lights were on. That was good. She was still awake, and she was still home. Not that I really thought Angela was going to be going out. She was upset I was missing our anniversary, and I understood it. I’d tried to take off work, and I hadn’t been able to. I’d promised to take her out tomorrow, and she didn’t know it, but I had reservations at an awesome little cat café she’d been wanting to go to. No, it wasn’t top-rated restaurant or anything like that, but she loved cats and coffee, and I thought it was going to be a wonderful place to show her a good time and a special evening.
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