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THE LOCAL CHURCH I pastor has a Christian school. I was approached about creating a survey the school could use for High School, aged students. The paperback copy includes worksheets for each chapter. 

Some of what is included in these fifteen chapters are original to me. Some of the outlines come from other sources. 

May the reader find help, encouragement, and blessings from the God of the Bible. May your study of Scripture be blessed with the illumination of the Spirit of God. May you find yourself to be a doer of the Word and not a hearer only.

I welcome feedback on my books. You may e-mail me at marvin@marvinmckenzie.org
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Lesson One
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THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

I do not believe God inspires the order of the books in the Bible, nor do I believe that we must have the books of the Bible memorized to be Spiritual. But if a Christian is going to serve the Saviour well, they must know how to use the Bible.  And a basic is TO KNOW HOW TO FIND THINGS IN THE BIBLE.

My lesson is offered to familiarize ourselves with the books of the New Testament.

There are 39 books of the Old Testament and 27 books of the New Testament. Over 40 men were used to pen the books of the Bible over a period of 1600 years.  Yet the Bible reads with such continuity of thought and a common purpose that it is easy to see that there is only one author, He being the Holy Spirit of God!

The Books of the Old Testament were not listed in Alphabetical order. They are classified according to author or according to the type of book it is. All the writings of Moses are together; all the historical books are together, and so on.

The same is true of the New Testament.  They are placed according to classification. And if you'll acquaint yourself with this, you'll find it much easier to find your way through the Bible.

Let me begin this New Testament study by telling you of the three basic divisions.


	History (Gospels and Acts) 5 books.

	Epistles (letters through Jude) 21 books.

	Prophecy (Revelation) 1 book.



THE HISTORICAL BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT


	Matthew

	Mark

	Luke

	John

	Acts



Matthew through John are the Gospels according to these four men. They tell us about the works of Christ while He was upon the earth. The book of Acts is an appendix to the Gospel of Luke. 

It tells about the works of Christ on the earth, THROUGH THE CHURCH HE BUILT.  

So, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Acts all fit together as the historical books of the New Testament. And just as the groundwork for the Hebrew faith is found in the first five books of the Old Testament, the foundation for the Christian faith is located in the first five books of the New Testament.

We Come now to,

THE EPISTLES

The word Epistle means simply "letter." All twenty-one of the epistles of the Apostles are letters to either specific churches or individuals.

We can divide the Epistles into smaller groups.

A. There are fourteen "Pauline" Epistles, which are letters written by Paul.

1. There are nine Pauline Epistles written to churches;


	Romans

	1 & 2 Corinthians

	Galatians

	Ephesians

	Philippians

	Colossians, and

	1 & 2 Thessalonians.



2. Paul also wrote 4 of what we call the "pastoral" epistles. 

They are written to individuals, and they include:


	1 & 2 Timothy

	Titus

	Philemon.



These Epistles are named after the person to which they were written.

3. There is some question as to who wrote the book of Hebrews, but I believe that it was Paul.

Among the other reasons for this belief, there is the "signature." Look at Colossians 4:18, where, in Paul's own salutation, he says, "grace be with you..." All the known Pauline Epistles ends with some variation of "Grace be with you."  EVERY ONE. And none of the letters that we are sure Paul did not write end with anything close to that. Paul's trademark, if you will, is "Grace be with you."

Now guess how Hebrews ends. "Grace be with you all, Amen."

B. After the Pauline Epistles, we have 7 General Epistles:


	James

	1 & 2 Peter (Petrine Epistles)

	1, 2, & 3 John (Johannine Epistles)

	Jude.



James and Jude were brothers, so I try to locate Peter and John by saying to myself they are surrounded by the "J" brothers.

Lastly, of course, is,

THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION 

written by the Apostle John, but in a class all by itself.

Whenever I am looking for a New Testament book I always remember where the Gospels and Acts are and where Revelation is.  Any books between them I begin by finding Hebrews because it’s the biggest. 


	
All  the Epistles before Hebrews are named after the person or church to whom they were written.


	All the Epistles after Hebrews are named after the person they were written by.



From there, we just have to practice and memorize to narrow it down.
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Lesson two
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A HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS

In order to genuinely understand the life of Jesus on this planet, a person has to put each of the four Gospels together. The authors present the life of the Lord from four different angles.  Each angle describes the same person, but each is slightly different:


	Matthew – Jesus the Jew

	Mark – Jesus, the man

	Luke – Jesus, the King

	John-Jesus the Lord



For our purposes, we will view the Gospels in two chapters: the first one being Christ's pre-ministry years and the second one His ministry years.

Pre-ministry years,

THE INTRODUCTORY BACKGROUND

WE ARE GIVEN TWO GENEALOGIES:

A. Matthew 1:2-16

Genealogy through Joseph

The Jews would have been more interested in the legal line of Jesus, which would have come through His adoptive father, Joseph. It begins with Abraham and ends with Joseph. It traces his family through Solomon – whose family were the legal heirs to the throne of David but whom God had pronounced he would remove their family from the throne because of the sins of Jeconiah.​[1]

B. Luke 3:23-38

Genealogy through Mary

The Gentiles would have been more interested in the bloodline of Jesus – not the line of his adoptive father. It begins with Joseph (most likely Mary's father) and ends with Adam. It traces the family of Jesus through another son of David named Nathan. Solomon's line had been disqualified from the throne, but David had other sons. Jesus' blood rightfully inherited the throne through David, but around Jeconiah, the disqualified.

THE INTRODUCTION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

A. His conception


	Father was a priest

	Mother was barren

	Both were old



God caused a miracle to occur so that Zacharias and Elizabeth were able to conceive in their old age, a precursor to John the Baptist's work of announcing the One whose conception would be not just miraculous but immaculate!

B. His career

1. His Ministry

John 1:6-18

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.

He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
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