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Introduction

A famous quote states that those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it. In the scriptures, the life and legacy of the servants of God are recorded. The believer, today, can be encouraged by their successes and learn from their mistakes. 

The Kingdom Characters Series examines biblical characters to give Christian leaders guidelines for ministry. Each character’s strengths and weaknesses are presented so believers can recognize their strengths and potential weaknesses. It is our prayer that believers will avoid potential pitfalls, while fulfilling their God-given purpose.

In this Publication

In this publication, we will explore the life of Samson, the Nazarite. Samson was known as God’s strong man. He possessed great physical strength through the Spirit of the Lord. He judged Israel for twenty years. 

Believers can learn from his mistakes and emulate his successes (he was listed as a hero of faith in Hebrews 11). It is our hope that Samson’s story will challenge believers to pursue righteousness in their service to the Lord.

*****




Chapter 1 - Samson’s Start

Samson was one of Israel’s notable judges. His life and ministry are filled with lessons for believers today. Examples of man’s disobedience and the long-suffering and patience of God are displayed in his story. As we examine the biblical record of his life, we will discover pitfalls to avoid in Christian life and service.

Samson’s story is recorded in the book of Judges, chapters 13 through 16. Samson’s beginning was divinely ordered. The angel of the Lord appeared to his barren mother and predicted his birth. His birth marked God’s returning favor to a rebellious nation. Israel had sinned against the Lord (common theme in the book of Judges) and He delivered them into the hands of the Philistines (a long-standing enemy). 

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years. And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. (Judges 13:1-3 KJV)

Like other prominent biblical figures, the Lord foretold Samson’s birth. 

Spiritual Truth - From this, we discover that whatever the Lord calls us to do is His predestined will for our lives. We cannot persuade God to call us into a particular ministry, nor can we persuade Him to change what He has called us to do. 

As Christians, we have to trust God’s choice for the ministry or service that He has called us to do. Consider His words to Jeremiah:

Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. (Jeremiah 1:5 KJV)

