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Introduction
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Because the Book of Enoch is not included in our modern Bibles, many Christians have never heard of it. Even fewer have ever read it. Although the Book of Enoch was once a well-respected book, it fell into disfavor, first among the Jews, and later among Christians. Because of its controversial statements about fallen angels, it was banned by the Council of Laodicea, and many attempted to burn it into non-existence.

Now, because of our lack of knowledge, the Book of Enoch is often misused to teach various crackpot and mythological teachings. This, then leads many Christians to shun the book even more. I would caution that any study of the Book of Enoch should be held with a strict counterbalance to the proven word of God (1 Timothy 1:4, 4:7; 2 Peter 1:16).

The Book of Enoch was mostly lost to us, until “rediscovered” in the 1700’s, after centuries of being preserved by Jewish Christians in Ethiopia. Even after its “rediscovery”, it was suspected of being altered or forged by 1st century Christians, so many refused to take a serious look at it. Earlier copies or fragments have now been discovered, among the Dead Sea Scrolls, dating back to about 200-300 BC. These are, of course, copies of copies of copies, so we have no way to prove or disprove the actual age of the Book of Enoch. Yet, these copies do prove the accuracy of our modern versions.

Early Christians believed that the Book of Enoch was indeed written by Enoch, the son of Jared and father of Methuselah (Genesis 5:18-24). They also believed that it had been preserved aboard Noah’s ark, making it among the oldest writings of the human race.

It is believed by some that Moses used the Book of Enoch to help write the Book of Genesis. In fact, if you study Genesis, it becomes evident that Moses (not being alive at the beginning of the world or during any of the historical events of the book) relied on writings from a few different sources.

Outside of the Book of Enoch, little is known about the man Enoch. We are told in Genesis 21-24, “​And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:​ And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:​ And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:​ And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.”

Hebrews 11:5 says, “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.”

Jude says of Enoch, “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying...” (Jude 1:14). Note that Jude says, “Enoch...prophesied”. This shows that Jude believed Enoch to be a prophet and the true author of the Book of Enoch.

The Book of Enoch was popular among the Jews for many years before and after the ministry of Jesus. The Apostles of Christ were heavily influenced by the Book of Enoch, and it is estimated that well over a hundred phrases or teachings from Enoch, worked their way into our Christian New Testament. And, in Mark 12:24, Jesus taught a concept only found in the Book of Enoch when He referred to “the scriptures”. In fact, there are a number of verses, in the Bible, which can really only be understood in light of the Book of Enoch.

The Book of Enoch was never included in the Jewish or Christian Bibles, but was long considered an important writing, and studied by Jews and by many of the early Church fathers.  The Book of Enoch was also quoted by a few of the non-canonical books of the Apocrypha. The book is considered by many, today, to still be important, since much of it appears to be written specifically for those living during the last-days.

The translation of the Book of Enoch used here was translated by R.H. Charles in 1917. This translation consists of 108 chapters, divided into 5 sections.

To avoid confusion, we should understand that there are actually 3 books, from different authors, which are called “The Book of Enoch”. To differentiate these, we call them 1 Enoch, 2 Enoch, and 3 Enoch. This is the book commonly called 1 Enoch. The unrelated books of 2 Enoch and 3 Enoch were apparently written after the time of the Apostles, and appear to have little Biblical support.

On a personal level, I know that man has declared the Book of Enoch to be “not the inspired word of God”, but I haven’t yet heard any skeptics condemn the New Testament writers for quoting from it. I personally feel that if Jesus and the Apostles believed the Book of Enoch was trustworthy enough to be quoted from, then I am determined to study it. Moreover, I feel it is shameful that man, by his own perceived wisdom, has decreed this book, though quoted by Jesus and the Apostles, should be considered of no value and shunned by Christians. I personally value the opinions of Jesus and the Apostles much more than the opinion of some “scholar” who considers himself mediator between God and man. And, while the Book of Enoch has a great deal of information that is not mentioned in the Bible, I have found nothing in it that actually contradicts the Bible.

––––––––
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About the author-

I am an ever-learning student of the Bible. I am a simple, ordinary person, with a love of Bible study. My desire is simply to teach others what I do know. I have also written “Mankind’s Final 7 Years Before Christ Returns- A verse-by-verse explanation of the books of Revelation and Daniel” and “The Forgotten Warnings and Promises of the Minor Prophets- A verse-by-verse commentary of the books of the 12 Minor Prophets of the Bible”.

There are probably some of my Christian views which will contradict your learned doctrine, and you will likely disagree with some things I say in this commentary. That’s OK. No one knows all the answers. Not you, or me, or anyone else. If you can learn anything from me, that is good. But if you disagree, and get mad, that’s even better. Because then you will study the Bible even more in an effort to prove me wrong.

May God bless your studies.

CAUTION- Beware the Book of Enoch

The Council of Laodicia forbade the reading of this book in Church, and modern skeptics claim that it will lead you astray. Here is a list of warnings that skeptics proclaim against reading the Book of Enoch, along with my response and concerns to these:

1. It’s not canonical (it’s not in our Bible)-

We already covered this problem in the introduction. Who are we to trust? Jesus and the Apostles, who quoted from it and apparently trusted its authenticity, or the skeptics who apparently consider themselves wiser than Jesus and the Apostles?

2. It was never included in the Hebrew Bible either-

For a few centuries, at least, the Book of Enoch was well respected by the Jews, though never included in their collection of “sacred texts”. Should we also condemn and ban all instruction and exhortation that is not included in our Bibles, including everything that has been written by Christians since the Council of Laodicea?

3. Does the Bible really teach that angels married humans, as taught by Enoch?-

A great many Christians do not hold this belief, and usually symbolize the “sons of God” and “daughters of men” in Genesis 6:2 as speaking of “sons of Seth” and “daughters of Cain”. As mentioned in the introduction, this controversy is the main reason the Book of Enoch was declared to be non-canonical. Ironically, many Christian leaders today hold the belief that angels took human wives, but still hold to the ban placed on the Book of Enoch.

4. They believe the Book of Enoch contains “inconsistencies with general doctrine”-

In other words, it teaches things that contradict their chosen doctrinal views. This usually refers to the teachings by Enoch concerning angels marrying mortal women, and of angels inter-mediating between man and God. The Holy Bible also teaches many things that skeptics don’t want to believe, and they generally proclaim those Bible teachings to be just symbolic, or metaphorical, or allegorical, and generally not to be taken seriously.

5. They believe it contains discrepancies from Biblical eschatology-

Having written commentaries on the books of Revelation and Daniel, I believe I have a decent understanding of Biblical eschatology, and can find no discrepancies or contradictions in the Book of Enoch. I believe these “discrepancies” must relate back to the symbolizing, by skeptics, of everything they don’t believe or don’t understand.

6. It appears to have multiple authors-

This is true. The Book of Enoch clearly explains that it was not written as a single unit, but consists of several “books” apparently written by Enoch, Methuselah, and Noah.

7. Enoch didn’t write it, because it was written in about the 2nd century BC-

Again, this view is based on the fact that the oldest copies we have date back this far. These copies, however, are only copies of copies of copies, and give us no clue as to the date it was actually written. If you find a KJV Bible in a bookstore, with a recent publication date, does that prove the King James Bible was NOT translated and published in the early 1600s? Moreover, before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scroll fragments, the oldest copy we had of Enoch dated back to the 1st century AD, which was, for quite some time, their “authorized date” (by which they claimed it was written by 1st century Christians). Jude proclaims that the section he quoted from, was indeed written by Enoch (Jude 1:14).

8. It possesses a lack of consistency and of a unified purpose-

Because the Book of Enoch is a compilation of writings by Enoch, and by Methuselah and Noah, it does not read like a modern novel. This fact, however, does more to prove its authenticity, than to disprove it.

9. It expands upon Biblical text-

New Testament authors also expand on the Old Testament, so should we also trash the entire New Testament? Should the gospel message be condemned because it expands on the Old Testament messianic teachings? Should we reject the teachings of Jesus because He constantly expanded upon scripture (Matthew 26:53-56; Mark 12:9-11, 15:27-28; Luke 4:16-27, 24:27; John 7:37-38, 10:34-35, 13:18, 17:11-12)? I believe skeptics simply condemn the Book of Enoch for giving much more detail, concerning Biblical truths they already don’t want to accept or hear confirmed.

10. They believe it contains many geographical, historical, and astronomic errors-

Skeptics say the exact same thing about the Bible. While they attempt to symbolize Biblical truth into nothingness, they hypocritically demand that much of what the Bible actually presents as symbolism or poetic allegory, must be viewed as literal and completely comply with our logical understanding.

11. If it was really written by Enoch, it would, logically, most likely have been destroyed in the flood-

Good point. During the flood, everything that God wanted destroyed, was destroyed; everything God wanted saved, was saved. And, should we consider Noah an idiot who who prepared for 120 years and then forgot to take with him the writings of Enoch and Methuselah, as well as his own?

12. Only fragments of it were found in the Dead Sea Scrolls-

The same can be said for many of the books of the Bible. And the book of Esther is missing completely.

13. They believe it lacks divine inspiration-

This is a repeat of their argument that it should be considered non-canonical.  

14. Just because it was popular among Christians and Jews, at the time of Christ, doesn’t mean it was divinely inspired-

Just because it’s unpopular among skeptics, doesn’t mean it wasn’t. We weren’t there when it was written, so we simply cannot know.

15. Jude’s quotation from the Book of Enoch doesn’t mean it was inspired-

Jude proclaims that Enoch “prophesied”. The word prophesied means “predicting the future as the Lord reveals it”. I think that means “inspired”.

16. Skeptics remind us that many of the early Church fathers (after the time of the Apostles) didn’t view it as scripture-

Jesus did (Mark 12:24).  

THE BOOK OF ENOCH
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Section 1, Chapters 1-36
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The Book of the Watchers

Chapters 1-5 provide an introduction to the Book of Enoch, and its focus is on rewards and punishment, the end of the world, and the final judgment. Chapters 6-36 largely concern angels and the universe.
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Chapter 1
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1 The words of the blessing of Enoch, wherewith he blessed the elect and righteous, who will be 2 living in the day of tribulation, when all the wicked and godless are to be removed.

Enoch directs his attention to the elect, living during the Great Tribulation, and the 2nd coming of Jesus (Matthew 24).

And he took up his parable and said -Enoch a righteous man, whose eyes were opened by God, saw the vision of the Holy One in the heavens, which the angels showed me, and from them I heard everything, and from them I understood as I saw, but not for this generation, but for a remote one which is 3 for to come. Concerning the elect I said, and took up my parable concerning them:

The Holy Great One will come forth from His dwelling,

Enoch was given visions by God, and angels assisted in his understanding. This is very similar to the experiences of the Daniel, John, and other prophets.

The “elect and righteous” are generally believed to refer to Jews and Christians. We shall see that this remote generation, living in the day of tribulation and the coming of Jesus (spoken of in the books of Daniel, Matthew, and Revelation), will be during the sixth millennium of the existence of mankind. According to the Jewish reckoning of the age of mankind, we are now in the last quarter of the sixth millennium, and they say the messiah must come before the end. There is another reckoning, however, that calculates the sixth millennium at the 1st coming of Jesus.

4 And the eternal God will tread upon the earth, (even) on Mount Sinai, 

[And appear from His camp] 

And appear in the strength of His might from the heaven of heavens.

While many believe this refers to God meeting Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19), we shall see that this refers (or also refers) to the triumphant return of Jesus (Revelation 19:11-16).

5 And all shall be smitten with fear 

And the Watchers shall quake, 

And great fear and trembling shall seize them unto the ends of the earth.

In Daniel, chapter 4, the “Watchers” referred to angels, and it seems to have the same application here. James 2:19 says, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” Concerning the end-times Wrath of God, Revelation 15:4 asks, “​Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name?”

6 And the high mountains shall be shaken,

And the high hills shall be made low,

And shall melt like wax before the flame

7 And the earth shall be wholly rent in sunder,

And all that is upon the earth shall perish,

And there shall be a judgement upon all (men).

This appears to refer to the rebirth of the earth (the new heavens and earth of Revelation 21:1; 2 Peter 3:10-13) at the end of the millennial reign of Christ. Yet, in context it may refer to the earthquakes and other acts of judgment against the wicked, spoken of in the book of Revelation, before His millennial reign.

8 But with the righteous He will make peace.

And will protect the elect,

And mercy shall be upon them.

And they shall all belong to God,

And they shall be prospered,

And they shall all be blessed.

And He will help them all,

And light shall appear unto them,

And He will make peace with them'.

With the righteous (Christians), He will make peace. With the elect (Jews), He will protect and show mercy. If you study the book of Revelation, you will see that there are somewhat different plans for Christians and Jews. And, regardless of your rapture belief, there will be Christians living throughout the Great Tribulation. Both Christians and Jews all belong to God, and He will make peace with them.

9 And behold! He cometh with ten thousands of His holy ones

To execute judgement upon all,

And to destroy all the ungodly:

And to convict all flesh

Of all the works of their ungodliness which they have ungodly committed,

And of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.

This is the passage quoted by Jude, concerning the second coming of Jesus (Jude 1:14).

Revelation 19:11-15 says, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.​ His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.​ And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.​ And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.​ And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”
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Chapter 2
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1 Observe ye everything that takes place in the heaven, how they do not change their orbits, and the luminaries which are in the heaven, how they all rise and set in order each in its season, and 2 transgress not against their appointed order. Behold ye the earth, and give heed to the things which take place upon it from first to last, how steadfast they are, how none of the things upon earth 3 change, but all the works of God appear to you. Behold the summer and the winter, how the whole earth is filled with water, and clouds and dew and rain lie upon it.

Enoch reminds us that, despite the wickedness of man, the orderliness of God’s creation continues. There is a well-known, but false, prophecy which says that in the end-times we will be unable to recognize the seasons, but Enoch concurs with the Bible (Genesis 8:22; Psalm 74:16-17) in sayings the seasons will remain true. The surety of nature in God’s creation, underlines the surety of God’s judgment upon the wicked.

There is a common belief that before the flood, it had never rained, but that the earth was watered with dew. The Bible does not teach that, and here Enoch contradicts it.
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Chapter 3
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Observe and see how (in the winter) all the trees seem as though they had withered and shed all their leaves, except fourteen trees, which do not lose their foliage but retain the old foliage from two to three years till the new comes.

Still speaking of the continuance and orderliness of nature, Enoch mentions the deciduous trees and the evergreens. In this pre-flood era, Enoch was aware of 14 varieties of evergreen trees. Today, the number of evergreen species is confusing and greatly debated, but they still replace needles every 2-4 years on a continuous cycle.
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Chapter 4
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And again, observe ye the days of summer how the sun is above the earth over against it. And you seek shade and shelter by reason of the heat of the sun, and the earth also burns with growing heat, and so you cannot tread on the earth, or on a rock by reason of its heat.

Enoch 54:7-10 and Genesis 1:6-10 appear to teach that before Noah’s flood, the entire earth was covered with a vapor canopy. There is a belief among some that this vapor canopy created a global greenhouse effect, keeping the entire world at a very enjoyable temperature. Yet, this verse, along with Genesis 3:8, seems to contradict that belief.
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Chapter 5
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1 Observe ye how the trees cover themselves with green leaves and bear fruit: wherefore give ye heed and know with regard to all His works, and recognize how He that liveth for ever hath made them so. 2 And all His works go on thus from year to year for ever, and all the tasks which they accomplish for Him, and their tasks change not, but according as God hath ordained so is it done. 3 And behold how the sea and the rivers in like manner accomplish and change not their tasks from His commandments'.

Enoch continues to praise God for His goodness and the reliability of His gifts. But, now Enoch will contrast this with mankind’s response to God’s mercy and grace. We must remember, however, that Enoch’s message was written mainly for the end-times generation (Enoch 1:2).

The following verses relate back to verse 1:9 concerning the coming of Jesus, and the wrath of God upon the wicked. Yet, these verses specifically addresse the wickedness of believers and their indifference toward God.

4 But ye -ye have not been steadfast, nor done the commandments of the Lord,

But ye have turned away and spoken proud and hard words

With your impure mouths against His greatness.

Oh, ye hard-hearted, ye shall find no peace.

Acting religious does not make us godly. Putting on a righteous show, without devotion in our hearts, is hypocrisy and insults God (Matthew 15:7-9). Moreover, hypocrisy is rebellion against God, with a pretense of being righteous. Hypocrisy not only insults God, but it is a sin which must always be punished (Isaiah 1:11-20).

5 Therefore shall ye execrate your days,

And the years of your life shall perish,

And the years of your destruction shall be multiplied in eternal execration,

And ye shall find no mercy.

6a In those days ye shall make your names an eternal execration unto all the righteous,

b And by you shall all who curse, curse,

And all the sinners and godless shall imprecate by you,

7c And for you the godless there shall be a curse.

6d And all the . . . shall rejoice,

e And there shall be forgiveness of sins,

f And every mercy and peace and forbearance:

g There shall be salvation unto them, a goodly light.

I And for all of you sinners there shall be no salvation,

j But on you all shall abide a curse.

7a But for the elect there shall be light and joy and peace,

b And they shall inherit the earth.

Enoch now turns to the blessings of the righteous. This appears to refer to the time of the millennium. The millennium is the thousand year (whether literal or figurative) reign of Christ. The word “millennium” is not in the Bible, but is formed from two Latin words meaning “thousand” and “year”, which come from Revelation 20:1-6 “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”

Some believe that Jesus was referring to Enoch 5:7 when He said, “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” (Matthew 5:5).

8 And then there shall be bestowed upon the elect wisdom,

And they shall all live and never again sin,

Either through ungodliness or through pride:

But they who are wise shall be humble.

9 And they shall not again transgress,

Nor shall they sin all the days of their life,

Nor shall they die of (the divine) anger or wrath,

But they shall complete the number of the days of their life.

And their lives shall be increased in peace,

And the years of their joy shall be multiplied,

In eternal gladness and peace,

All the days of their life.

This speaks of the righteous during the millennium, both the resurrected Christians in their immortal bodies, and the non-Christians who enter the millennium in their mortal bodies.
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Chapter 6

[image: ]




Chapters 6-11 form the historical basis for the book of Enoch. This gives the account of the fallen angels who attempted to corrupt the human race, which may correlate with Satan’s war against mankind (Genesis 3:15), though many believe this is a totally separate rebellion.

Moses only gives a brief account of this rebellion, “​And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.” (Genesis 6:1-2).

1 And it came to pass when the children of men had multiplied that in those days were born unto 2 them beautiful and comely daughters. And the angels, the children of the heaven, saw and lusted after them, and said to one another: 'Come, let us choose us wives from among the children of men 3 and beget us children.' And Semjaza, who was their leader, said unto them: 'I fear ye will not 4 indeed agree to do this deed, and I alone shall have to pay the penalty of a great sin.' And they all answered him and said: 'Let us all swear an oath, and all bind ourselves by mutual imprecations 5 not to abandon this plan but to do this thing.' Then sware they all together and bound themselves 6 by mutual imprecations upon it. And they were in all two hundred; who descended in the days of Jared on the summit of Mount Hermon, and they called it Mount Hermon, because they had sworn 7 and bound themselves by mutual imprecations upon it. And these are the names of their leaders: Samlazaz, their leader, Araklba, Rameel, Kokablel, Tamlel, Ramlel, Danel, Ezeqeel, Baraqijal, 8 Asael, Armaros, Batarel, Ananel, Zaq1el, Samsapeel, Satarel, Turel, Jomjael, Sariel. These are their chiefs of tens.

The fact that many of these angel names end with “el”, the Hebrew name of God, appears to show they were created as “sons of God”. This also hints, linguistically, at the antiquity of the Book of Enoch.

This Semjaza should not be confused with Satan (Enoch 53). It is unclear how this group of fallen angels fits into Satan’s rebellion. Some suggest these are included in the 1/3 angels that were cast out of heaven with Satan (Revelation 12:9). Others consider this to be a separate rebellion, as these angels willfully chose to leave their heavenly positions (2 Peter 2:4-5).

Notice in verse 6 that this occurred “in the days of Jared”. Jared was the father of Enoch (Genesis 5:15-19). This seems to place this event slightly over 1,000 years before the flood of Noah.
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Chapter 7
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1 And all the others together with them took unto themselves wives, and each chose for himself one, and they began to go in unto them and to defile themselves with them, and they taught them charms 2 and enchantments, and the cutting of roots, and made them acquainted with plants. And they 3 became pregnant, and they bare great giants, whose height was three thousand ells: Who consumed 4 all the acquisitions of men. And when men could no longer sustain them, the giants turned against 5 them and devoured mankind. And they began to sin against birds, and beasts, and reptiles, and 6 fish, and to devour one another's flesh, and drink the blood. Then the earth laid accusation against the lawless ones.

This “cutting of roots, and made them acquainted with plants” should not be confused with medicinal herbs which are a gift from God (Genesis 1:29), but it is rather black magic. Enoch 9:9 says they “revealed to them all kinds of sins”. Enoch 16:3 adds, “through these mysteries women and men work much evil on earth”.

The rebellious angels defiled themselves with sexual encounters with women, and the women bore to them offspring, which became giants. These giants were evil, “lawless ones”. These giants devoured all the provisions of mankind, and when men could no longer sustain them, they began to devour men. They began devouring all kinds of flesh upon the earth, and sinned against their prey by drinking the blood (Genesis 4:10; Leviticus 17:10-12). It is debated as to whether or not verse 6 means the giants cannibalized each other, though in chapter 10 they will kill each other.

We cannot determine the height of “three thousand ells”, though modern views suggest an ell was 18-45 inches, making these giants to be about a mile or more tall. Moses only records that, “​In those days, and for some time after, giant Nephilites lived on the earth, for whenever the sons of God had intercourse with women, they gave birth to children who became the heroes and famous warriors of ancient times.” (Genesis 6:4). The Jewish historian Flavius Josephus mentions these giants as likened to the Olympians of Greek mythology.

We should note that, perhaps, the offspring of the rebelling angels may not have all been giants. Enoch 86:3-5 indicates some apparent difference among them. And, the apocryphal Book of Jubilees says, “...and they were all unlike...” At the least, we should not demand too literal a meaning to “three thousand ells”.

Again, there are a great many fruitcake theories derived from the Book of Enoch such as: these angels were actually reptilian aliens from another planet and their offspring were the dinosaurs. I caution again, that if your understanding of the Book of Enoch does not strictly align with the Bible, you’re probably on the wrong track.
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Chapter 8
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1 And Azazel taught men to make swords, and knives, and shields, and breastplates, and made known to them the metals of the earth and the art of working them, and bracelets, and ornaments, and the use of antimony, and the beautifying of the eyelids, and all kinds of costly stones, and all 2 colouring tinctures. And there arose much godlessness, and they committed fornication, and they 3 were led astray, and became corrupt in all their ways. Semjaza taught enchantments, and root-cuttings, 'Armaros the resolving of enchantments, Baraqijal (taught) astrology, Kokabel the constellations, Ezeqeel the knowledge of the clouds, Araqiel the signs of the earth, Shamsiel the signs of the sun, and Sariel the course of the moon. And as men perished, they cried, and their cry went up to heaven . . .

The demons taught mankind to strive against each other, and taught them the art of war and how to slaughter each other. They taught them pride, lust, and covetousness. It appears they taught mankind the secrets of nature, to be used against each other. And, mankind was “led astray, and became corrupt in all their ways”. Moses records, “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). Azazel stands out in his wickedness against mankind, and will receive special punishment.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 9
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1 And then Michael, Uriel, Raphael, and Gabriel looked down from heaven

There are only two of these angels named in the Bible- Michael (Daniel 10:13, 21, 12:1; Jude 1:9; Revelation 12:7) and Gabriel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21; Luke 1:19, 26). Michael is described in Daniel 10:21 as a strong angel, and Jude 1:9 calls Michael an archangel. Three times in Revelation, John mentions “strong angels” (Revelation 5:2; 10:1; 18:21), which may also be archangels. Daniel 10:13 calls Michael “one of the chief princes”. In Enoch 20, as well as in the Apocryphal books, there are seven archangels listed by name.

There is a view that these four are the seraphim of Isaiah 6, the four living creatures of Ezekiel 1, and the four beasts of Revelation 6. This view is generally supported only by suppositions, however, and the Bible never refers to Michael or Gabriel as seraphim, living creatures, or beasts.

and saw much blood being 2 shed upon the earth, and all lawlessness being wrought upon the earth. And they said one to another: 'The earth made without inhabitant cries the voice of their cryingst up to the gates of heaven. 3 And now to you, the holy ones of heaven, the souls of men make their suit, saying, "Bring our cause 4 before the Most High."'

Because the Bible tells us that it is Jesus alone that intercedes for us (1 Timothy 2:5-6; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 1 John 2:1-2) many people have a problem with the idea of angels interceding for us. Yet, Jesus received the role of advocate after His redeeming death and resurrection (Romans 8:32-34; 1 Timothy 2:6), and long after this event. Moreover, the Bible clearly tells us that in the Great Tribulation, angels will carry the prayers of the saints to God (Revelation 5:8, 8:3).

And they said to the Lord of the ages: 'Lord of lords, God of gods, King of kings, and God of the ages, the throne of Thy glory (standeth) unto all the generations of the 5 ages, and Thy name holy and glorious and blessed unto all the ages! Thou hast made all things, and power over all things hast Thou: and all things are naked and open in Thy sight, and Thou seest all 6 things, and nothing can hide itself from Thee. Thou seest what Azazel hath done, who hath taught all unrighteousness on earth and revealed the eternal secrets which were (preserved) in heaven, which 7 men were striving to learn: And Semjaza, to whom Thou hast given authority to bear rule over his associates. And they have gone to the daughters of men upon the earth, and have slept with the 9 women, and have defiled themselves, and revealed to them all kinds of sins. And the women have 10 borne giants, and the whole earth has thereby been filled with blood and unrighteousness. And now, behold, the souls of those who have died are crying and making their suit to the gates of heaven, and their lamentations have ascended: and cannot cease because of the lawless deeds which are 11 wrought on the earth. And Thou knowest all things before they come to pass, and Thou seest these things and Thou dost suffer them, and Thou dost not say to us what we are to do to them in regard to these.'

The reference to “the souls of those who have died are crying and making their suit to the gates of heaven” reminds us of John’s reference to the end-times martyrs crying out to God for justice (Revelation 6:9-11).
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Chapter 10
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1 Then said the Most High, the Holy and Great One spake, and sent Uriel to the son of Lamech, 2 and said to him: 'Go to Noah and tell him in my name "Hide thyself!" and reveal to him the end that is approaching: that the whole earth will be destroyed, and a deluge is about to come 3 upon the whole earth, and will destroy all that is on it. And now instruct him that he may escape 4 and his seed may be preserved for all the generations of the world.'

Noah was the son of Lamech, and the great-grandson of Enoch (Genesis 5:21-29). This instruction to escape, by building the ark, is recorded by Moses in Genesis 6:5-22.

And again the Lord said to Raphael: 'Bind Azazel hand and foot, and cast him into the darkness: and make an opening 5 in the desert, which is in Dudael, and cast him therein. And place upon him rough and jagged rocks, and cover him with darkness, and let him abide there for ever, and cover his face that he may 6,7 not see light. And on the day of the great judgement he shall be cast into the fire.

And heal the earth which the angels have corrupted, and proclaim the healing of the earth, that they may heal the plague, and that all the children of men may not perish through all the secret things that the 8 Watchers have disclosed and have taught their sons. And the whole earth has been corrupted 9 through the works that were taught by Azazel: to him ascribe all sin.'

It is debated whether or not Azazel is Satan, It was Azazel who taught mankind unrighteousness and the art of war (Enoch 8:1, 9:6). Azazel became the epitome of unrighteousness and separation from God. In the Bible, the Hebrew word “Azazel” is translated as “scapegoat” (Leviticus 16:10). In a way, the Jewish Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16) appears to be a memorial of God removing Azazel’s unrighteousness from mankind.
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