
  
    [image: A Successful Marriage]
  


  
    
      A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE

      The Wife’s Making

      
        GOD, SEX AND YOU

        BOOK 6

      

    

    
      
        ZACHARIAS TANEE FOMUM

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Books4revival]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Copyright © 2000 by Zacharias Tanee Fomum

        All rights reserved.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

      

      

      
        
        Unless otherwise stated all the Scripture quotations are taken from the New International Version of the Holy Bible, the British Edition

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        Published by

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        A division of the Book Ministry of Christian Missionary Fellowship International

      

      
        
        info@books4revival.com

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This book, A Successful Marriage: The Wife’s Making, is the sixth in the series, “God, Sex and You.” The other books in this series that have already been written are:

      
        	Enjoying The Premarital Life

        	Enjoying The Choice of Your Marriage Partner

        	Enjoying The Married Life

        	Divorce And Remarriage

        	A Successful Marriage: The Husband’s Making

        	A Successful Marriage: The Wife’s Making

        	Revolutionary Thoughts on Marriage

      

      The wife is called upon to be a suitable helper of her husband. She is called upon to help him to accomplish the call of God on his life. The Bible says,

      
        
        “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die. The Lord God said, It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him. Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman, for she was taken out of man. For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh” (Genesis 2:15-24).

        

      

      We can see in this passage, which portrays God’s original thought about marriage, that the following were fundamental for a successful marriage:

      
        	Adam created by God and living in fellowship with God.

        	Adam given a specific task to do by God.

        	A suitable helper needed to help Adam to be all that God wanted him to be, (particularly in accomplishing the God-given task of working up the garden and taking care of it).

        	Eve created to be that suitable helper.

        	Adam fulfilled in having Eve as his helper.

      

      Because this is the divine model, a marriage will succeed as it labours and becomes what God had in mind from the beginning. A wife will make her marriage succeed as she labours and becomes the helper suitable for her husband.

      In this book, we shall study what is involved in becoming and being a suitable helper, for as a wife becomes and continues as a suitable helper for her husband, she would have brought in her full contribution to make their marriage successful.

      I very much needed the contribution of someone of the opposite sex to enable this small book to make more sense. I needed a woman to say something to women that would help them to bring in their full contribution to making their marriages successful. It is for this reason that chapters 8 and 9 were written by a godly woman - Esther Kouonang.

      Many marriages are failing in our day. Even some marriages of true believers are broken or in bad shape. We know that this must grieve our heavenly Father’s heart. We also know that a successful marriage pleases His heart and bears strong testimony to the power of Christ to save and transform.

      Because our burden is that the largest number of lost people all over the world should be radically converted to the Lord Jesus and transformed into His likeness in the shortest possible time, we send out this small book with much prayer that it should be used by the Holy Spirit to transform some broken and breaking marriages into marriages that are successful, and that it should transform all happy marriages into successful marriages for the glory of the Lord and the advance of the Gospel.

      The next book in the series is going to be, “A Successful Marriage: The Children’s Responsibility.”

      
        
        Zacharias Tanee Fomum,

        P.O. Box 6090,

        Yaounde, Cameroon.
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            WHAT IS A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE?

          

        

      

    

    
      The following conditions must be fulfilled for there to be a successful marriage:

      
        	There must be a man who is totally in love with the Lord Jesus and who is totally on fire, accomplishing the call of God on his life.

        	The man above must find that he cannot fully accomplish the call of God on his life without the help of a wife.

        	There must be a woman who is totally in love with the Lord Jesus and who yearns to invest all that she is and all that she has into His service.

        	The woman above must find that the best way to fully satisfy the heart of God is not by serving the Lord directly, but by helping someone who is serving Him.

        	The man above must find that the woman above is the one who is ordained of God to best help him (the man) to accomplish the call of God on his life.

        	The woman above must find that the man above is the one whom God has ordained for her to best help to accomplish the will of God is his life.

        	The man and the woman above must be fully persuaded that God has ordained for them to become a couple, so as to advance His (God’s) interests and designs.

        	Persuaded, the man and the woman above must be married in purity and the goal of their marriage must be to ensure that the call of God on the man’s life is fulfilled to the satisfaction of God’s heart.

        	After the marriage has taken place the man must continue to be ever increasingly in love with the Lord Jesus, and ever increasingly on fire to accomplish the call of God on their lives.

        	After the marriage has taken place the wife must be pre-occupied with one question primarily, and that question is, How can I continue to grow in total love for the Lord Jesus?”

        	After the marriage has taken place the wife must be pre-occupied with a second question, and that question is, “How can I become the best helper that there can be to ensure that my husband accomplishes the call of God on our lives to the fullest satisfaction of God’s heart?”

        	As the husband works wholeheartedly, putting in all that he is and all that he has into the call of God on their lives and the wife works wholeheartedly, putting all that she is and all that she has into knowing God, and also putting all that she is and all that she has into helping her husband to succeed with the call of God on their lives, they will be successful. As they continue along these lines, they will continue to be successful. Should one of both of them backslide from living and working along the above lines, then the marriage will cease to be successful.
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            WHAT THE WIFE MUST BE FOR THE MARRIAGE TO BE SUCCESSFUL BEFORE THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY

          

        

      

    

    
      In the beginning God saw Adam’s need and decided to meet it. He made a wife who met Adam’s need. She continued to meet Adam’s need to the approval of God until sin came in. When sin came in the marriage suffered a most destructive blow.

      Today, God must again see man’s need of a wife and decide to meet it. The successful wife must be one who is brought to the man by God. God must be the match-Maker.

      What type of woman will God give a man to help him to accomplish the call of God on his life? We say without hesitation that the woman whom God will give a man to best help him to accomplish the call of God on his life is a woman who is already helping God to accomplish His purposes. If she cannot satisfy the heart of God as God’s helper while she is single, she will not be able to satisfy God’s heart in helping some man to satisfy the heart of God in His calling on their lives.

      It will be important for the reader to understand that from now on we are presuming that the husband is who God wanted him to be, and does what God wanted him to do. Consequently, we shall keep our attention solely on what the wife must do. We also want to state clearly that the wife must still be all that God wants her to be as a wife, even if her husband is not what God wants him to be. She must play her role to the satisfaction of God because she is playing it for God’s glory, and not merely to satisfy her husband. She must fully play her role so that God’s heart is satisfied. She must fully play her role, regardless of who he is and what he does, because her performance as helper to him will influence her eternal rank on that day.

      We repeat that, regardless of the kind of man that a woman has married, she must labour to satisfy God’s heart, so that God is pleased with her. The man may be

      
        	kind,

        	unkind,

        	loving,

        	unloving,

        	selfish,

        	generous,

        	tender,

        	brutal,

        	Christ-loving,

        	Christ-hating,

      

      nevertheless, the wife must still relate to him in such a way that she pleases the Lord and pleases him. In this way she will satisfy the heart of God and be promoted eternally.

      A HELPER

      Most marriages fail before they start. The central problem is that God wanted and God wants the wife to be a helper to the husband. If she fails to be a helper, she has failed utterly. Unfortunately, many women do not get married in order to be helpers. They get married to be partners. There is a world of difference between the helper and the partner.
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