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    To every young dreamer who looks at the horizon and wonders what lies beyond—May you always have the courage to take that first step into the unknown.

      

    



  	
        
            
            In every realm, there is a doorway only courage can open—and once opened, the world will never be the same.
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Chapter 1 – The Village at the Edge of the Mist
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Brindlehollow was the sort of village that never made it onto maps. It lay cradled between rolling green hills on three sides and, on the fourth, an unbroken wall of swirling silver mist. The mist was older than the oldest oak, older than the cracked stones of the village well. It was simply there, and it had always been there.

The villagers treated it as a boundary no one crossed. They told stories about travelers who had stepped inside and never returned. Children whispered about hearing strange cries at night—low, mournful sounds that sometimes turned into laughter. The grown-ups dismissed those tales as imagination, but their eyes always flicked toward the mist when the wind blew from its direction.
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