
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Good Boy Next Door

        

        
        
          Sloane Wilder

        

        
          Published by Sloane Wilder, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      GOOD BOY NEXT DOOR

    

    
      First edition. July 14, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Sloane Wilder.

    

    
    
      Written by Sloane Wilder.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
        
            
            Welcome to my dirty brain.

-Sloane

      

    


The new neighbor moved in on a Wednesday.

I noticed because he almost backed his Civic into my mailbox, then got out and apologized to it.

Literally.

“Shit—sorry, man,” he said, patting the dented metal like it had feelings.

I watched from my porch, coffee in hand, Whiskey at my feet, both of us judging silently. My pitbull gave a soft huff of disapproval.

“Yeah,” I muttered. “That tracks.”

He looked young. Early twenties, maybe mid. Floppy brown hair, a hopeful flannel shirt, too-clean sneakers. The kind of guy who thinks waving at strangers still matters.

I sipped my coffee. Didn’t wave back.

Of course, fate being the annoying bitch she is, he moved into the duplex directly attached to mine. Thin walls. Shared yard. One driveway.

Fantastic.

I tried not to care. I had deadlines to hit, a half-dead houseplant to resurrect, and a dog who farted like it was a contact sport.
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