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Sometimes it’s hard to find true love...

Polly and Corey are happily married when Corey is tempted by an affair

Their marriage is threatened. 

Corey is trying to build a relationship with her teenage son. 

but her mother's jealousy threatens to ruin everything. 

When Corey clashes with her brother's fiancée will it ruin their close relationship? 

Stacey is ready for true love but is her new boyfriend's secret past and soon 

to be mother-in-law about to come between them?​​
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​​​Life is a drag
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It would be the premiere of Polly’s re-make of Desperately Seeking Susan in New York 

in a month’s time she couldn’t wait she had worked hard on the film. 

Polly knew she could never compete with Madonna’s performance in the original. 

Which was a classic eighties movie but she’d tried her best and loved doing the role. 

She was now twenty seven even though she loved her career family life was also important. 

And she wanted to have a baby she and wife Corey had a daughter but they were thinking 

of having another child they had said they would wait a year or two.

Polly loved her children Luke was now thirteen Marie was almost five. 

She also wanted to move to New York ever since Polly had been coming to America 

for her movie career she’d fallen in love with New York. 

And she seemed to spend more time in America than the UK.

Polly knew she just had to convince Corey it was a good idea to move there.

She was sure she’d say yes that evening they were seeing a concert Polly was happy. 

They would have a good time Christmas week was approaching Corey never looked 

forward to Christmas as long as her mother was around Polly wasn’t happy either.

The dreaded Christmas visit from Marie the mother-in-law from hell Polly assumed 

since Corey had given her the ultimatum accept my partner or stay out of my life.

Marie had to annoy her at any chance she could get try and ruin their lives. 

Polly couldn’t stand it anymore she loved Corey’s biological mother Carol 

who was much nicer Polly thought Marie was a bad mother.

What person would leave her own child age seven to be brought up by a violent 

and alcoholic father she knew her own mother wasn’t perfect. 

That she’d spent years hooked on alcohol and drugs but at least she’d turned her life around

And was a decent person Marie was always trying to upset her split them up 

But she’d never succeed their marriage was too strong they loved each other. 

​That Friday days before Christmas Marie paid a visit to their London apartment. 

Another reason to move to New York she couldn’t just come round if they lived on 

the other side of the world the idea sounded tempting to Polly.

'So how’s my favourite grandchild?’ Marie asked ‘fine’ Corey said looking over 

at her adorable four year old daughter ‘she’s so pretty she’s the spitting image of Corey’.

‘I bet she’ll be a model or something when she grows up maybe a dancer’ ‘mam listen’.

‘Yes Corey' ‘I need to tell you something’ ‘what is it?’ ‘it’s Marie she’s autistic’. 

‘What?’ ‘I don’t know why it’s just something that happens it’s no-one’s fault’ Polly said.

‘But she’s so pretty’ ‘so you’re saying all kids with special needs are unattractive’.

‘You know what did I expect from you!’ Corey was angry at her mother ‘I was just saying!’. 

‘Then don’t! she has problems communicating showing emotion she doesn’t like loud noises’.

‘There’s quite a lot I mean she’ll have to go to a special school but there’s no reason 

why she can’t live a life like anyone else everything will be ok’ Corey assured her mother

‘Got anymore film roles lined up? you were very good in that film’ ‘I Love Paris great actress’.

Marie asked​ ‘not at the moment’ Corey said 'can I have another cup of tea?’ Marie asked.

‘We’ve run out of milk and sugar’ Polly said hoping Marie would go soon ‘I’ll go get some’. 

Corey offered 'back soon’ that was all Polly needed to be left alone in the house with Marie. 

‘I like this living room’ Marie said ‘I redesigned it to have a Moroccan feel’.

'You like that sort of thing’ ‘yes’  ‘about Marie having autism I’m sorry to hear that’. 

‘It’s fine she’ll be good with us’ ‘it is something you did?’ ‘what do you mean?’.

‘Did Corey drink take drugs?’ ‘she doesn’t do drugs not for years you know that’. 

‘Well you must have done something’ 'are you implying this is Corey’s fault?’.

‘No it’s your fault trouble always seems to follow you!’ ‘that’s rubbish!’. 

‘I remember you at school going with men and women your teacher your step-mother’s

brother’ ‘I was married to Andy! for five years it was a serious relationship’. 

‘If Corey hadn’t met you she wouldn’t have had a child with special needs’ 'yes she would’.

‘And she carried the baby how dare you! so what if she’s autistic it’s not like years ago’.

‘There’s so much more help nowadays’ ‘she still won’t be normal!’ ‘you’re such a bitch!’. 

​‘I curse the day she ever met you!’ ‘why cause I’m a woman! or maybe cause I used to 

be a glamour model’ ‘no because she can do so much better than you’.

‘You believed your friend Romina when she showed you those photos of Corey 

with another girl’ ‘anyone could have fallen for those photos’. 

‘Maybe you were looking for an excuse to split up with her’ ‘as if! everyone knows 

how much I love Corey’ ‘you believed your friend over your partner!’ 'yeah well’.

‘Romina was devious she wanted to split us up just like you! no-one will ever spilt us up’.

‘Whatever you say! and you never bothered to come to our wedding’.

Corey soon returned Polly was angry Corey knew they didn’t get on it was a bad idea. 

Them even being in the same room together Corey couldn’t stop her mum visiting 

even though she wanted to if she said no she’d only leave messages begging to see her.

After she left Polly was glad ‘I’m sorry ok I never asked her round’ ‘course you didn’t!’. 

‘Polly listen!’ 'no I’ve had enough! the things she says' 'I’m your wife and she doesn’t care!’

‘I know look she’ll never accept us you know that do you know what she said to me?’ ‘tell me’.

‘She said that it’s my fault our daughter is autistic that it’s something to do with me’.

‘That I’m bad luck​ like a curse’ ‘it’s ok’ 'no it’s not!' ' maybe it’s my fault she’s autistic’.

‘No Cor it’s no-one’s fault’ 'but it might be I'm high functioning autism' 'what?'. 

'I was diagnosed as a child I don't tell many people because I don't want to be treated 

differently' ‘why did you never say even at school' 'I wanted to fit in'.  

'I'm good at passing for normal it's just one of those things' 'I'm glad you told me'. 

‘It doesn’t matter what she thinks ok just forget what she said’ ‘how can I’.

‘When she’s always round here! I can’t stand the woman even if she’s your mum’. 

Corey was angry there was no getting through to her mother she would always hate Polly. 

She would just have to make sure she kept them apart Corey hoped she wouldn’t have 

to see her mother so much in future as she always caused her stress. 

Hopefully the next year would be better after the shock of finding out Douglas was her son 

not her step-brother secretly adopted by her mother when she was thirteen. 

After thinking she’d handed him over to adoptive paren​ts he would be coming over 

the next day to see her Corey couldn’t wait to see him. 

Ever since she’d found out she was his mother she’d began to feel more maternal towards him. 

Also because he was now fourteen they could have proper conversations.

She could give him advice they could have fun hanging out together going to 

the London Aquarium the London Eye go shopping or they’d go to see a film.

Corey didn’t see him very often since he was at school but when she did she enjoyed 

spending time with him the next day Douglas arrived with Daniel her brother.

Her mother was with them but at least she got to see Douglas. 

Corey was pleased to see them and Polly as they all chilled out in the living room. 

There was only a few days to go before Christmas. 

Corey and Polly were happy they both loved to be surrounded by family. 

'Douglas can’t see Status Quo with you’ Marie said ‘why not?’ Corey asked ‘it’s January’.

‘School time’ ‘it’s just one night mam’ ‘I know but Douglas is hardly gonna go to London 

for one day I’m not having his education suffer’ ‘it’s one night’ ‘I don’t care he’s not going!’.

Corey ignored her mother as she chatted to Douglas ‘don’t worry ok’.

​‘We’ll go to a concert in February’ Marie gave her a look. 

Polly knew why she didn’t want him to go to the concert it was because 

she was jealous of Corey and her close relationship with him she really was vicious.

And bitter ‘I think we should all go to a concert when Douglas has time off school’.

Corey smiled at Daniel grateful ‘how are you?’ Daniel asked Polly ‘great you?’ ‘I’m grand’.

‘Got a girlfriend?’ ‘no there was someone just dating’ 'you’ll find someone soon’. 

‘I hope so if only you weren’t a lesbian’ Daniel smiled at Polly she knew he’d always 

had a crush on her ‘well I am’ 'stop hitting on my wife’ Corey said joking. 

‘I’ll try not to’ it would have been a perfect family evening if Marie hadn’t been there 

to ruin things as usual around 9pm they got ready to leave ‘I’ve had a great time’.

‘I’ll see you Christmas Day’ Marie said ‘you’re not invited!’ Polly said remembering 

how every time they had dinner with her she ruined the atmosphere. 

The last time she had constantly complained about Polly’s cooking 'what?’ ‘you heard’.

‘Dan and Douglas can come but you’re not invited’ ‘Corey might have something to say 

about that!’ ‘this is my apartment! and you’re not welcome here!’ ‘Corey!’ ‘Polly’s right'. 

​'It’s her house sorry mam’ ‘fine have a good Christmas’ ‘oh we’ll have a great Christmas’.

Polly said ‘bye sis and you Polly’ Daniel said ‘thanks’ ‘bye Dougie’. 

‘Text me’ Corey said ‘bye’ she said missing them already ‘thank god! she’s gone!’ ‘Polly!’.

'Your mother drives me up the wall she’s not welcome here! no means no!’ ‘I agree with you’.

‘Really’ ‘yes you’ve given her enough chances to make peace for us all to get along'.

'I feel the same way this is your house you can invite who you like’. 

‘Actually it’s our house’ ‘I know I can’t stand her anymore I don’t want her ruining 

our Christmas’ ‘she won’t anymore because she won’t be here’ Corey said

‘What would I do without you? Cor’ ‘yes’ ‘I can’t wait for us to have another baby’.

‘Me neither in a year or two’ ‘you don’t have to get pregnant I will'. 

'I’m taking time off work' ‘we’ll have a baby I’ve promised we will’ ‘great love you’. 

They kissed Polly couldn’t wait to have another baby she was happy with their family. 

​But a new baby would be perfect even better Marie wouldn’t be there to ruin their Christmas. 

The next day she left messages on their phone pleading to be invited for Christmas dinner.

Polly deleted them all as planned Christmas Day was perfect her mum and dad all the family.

She loved it New Year’s Eve soon came they were spending it in Dublin every year 

they changed it London one year Dublin the next Polly, Corey & Daniel went out together.

With Douglas and a friend to a pub Polly loved it there as an ex-alcoholic she stuck to coke. 

She also thought that since they were supervising teenagers that at least one person 

should be sober Corey decided to let Douglas and his friend have some alcohol.

They were underage but it was New Year’s Eve one drink wouldn’t hurt Polly 

was having a great time even without alcohol she signed autographs for some people.

And danced she was having the best night of her life they danced the night away 

waited for the clock to strike twelve Polly decided to go see how Douglas was. 

She could see he was unsteady 'how much have you had to drink?’ ‘two or three’ ‘alright’. 

Polly watched as he collapsed ‘Douglas!’​ she was worried ‘Cor’ Polly called as she came over. 

'What’s happened?’ ‘it’s Douglas he’s ill I think it’s the alcohol’ 'oh god! it’s my fault’.

‘No it’s not you only gave him the one drink’ ‘I know but it’s enough!’ ‘it’s ok’.

‘I’ll take him to hospital’ when Douglas arrived at hospital turned out he was ok.

He’d just had one too many to drink Corey felt guilty for allowing him to drink.

She knew her mother wouldn’t be happy if she found out of course she did.

Douglas told her accidently she was angry and gave her a telling off. 

Polly suggested they go see Status Quo as planned in Dublin on January 9th 

despite what Marie had said Corey thought it would be a good idea.

They were staying at Corey’s house they lied to Marie. 

Saying they were seeing a show at the theatre they knew she wouldn’t like it if she found out. 

That night they went and had a great time at the show Corey spent so much time 

playing concerts herself in her band that it was nice to see someone else for a change.

Everyone had a good time the next day Corey received threatening messages 

on her answerphone from her mother they’d bumped into Corey’s Aunt Matilda at the concert. 

​An annoying busybody at the best of times who couldn’t wait to tell her mum Corey was angry. 

So she couldn’t even take her own step-brother/son to a concert to have fun her mother 

had gone too far Corey had enough she decided she would try not to let her get to her.

A few days later she decided to go see her hoping they could sort it out.

Corey knocked on the door Douglas answered ‘hey is mam in?’ ‘I’m here’. 

A stern voice said as her mother appeared at the door ‘can we talk?’ ‘Douglas’.

‘Get to your room!’ ‘why?’ ‘do as your told! let’s talk then’ ‘I’m sorry about what happened’. 

‘You gave him alcohol he’s underage I don’t care if it’s New Year’s Eve!’ ‘I know it was wrong’. 

‘I promise it won’t happen again’ ‘and you took him to a concert without my permission!’.

‘I’m sorry!’ ‘your always sorry! aren’t you Corine’ ‘I thought we’d have a good time and we did’

‘He’s too young! to be going out to rock concerts!’ ‘he’s fourteen isn’t that what teenagers 

are supposed to do’ ‘he’s got studying to do you want him to get a good job’. 

‘We did nothing wrong he’s allowed to go out and have some fun with us it’s just me Polly 

and Dan’ ‘that’s the problem I don’t want him being influenced by your lifestyle’ ‘our lifestyle!’.

‘Oh I get it now!​ because we’re a lesbian couple we didn’t choose to be gay no-one chooses it’.

‘It’s a preference not a lifestyle despite what you think of us!’ 'well he doesn’t need to be 

influenced by either of you!’ ‘oh come on! what’s that supposed to mean!’.

‘You used to be a cocaine addict! an escort girl and the rest of it!’  ‘that was years ago’.

‘I was a teenager! I’m twenty seven now!’ ‘I don’t care and that little tart you married!’. 

‘She was a glamour model Polly’s a great person! I love her your just an evil witch!’.

Douglas smiled as he overheard their conversation he thought the same as Corey.

‘I warned you remember! that if you can’t accept Polly you can’t accept me 

and you wouldn’t listen! you know I feel sorry for Douglas if this is what he has to put up with!’

'This is the final straw!’ ‘oh really mam it was the final straw years ago!’. 

‘Just because you’re his birth mother doesn’t mean you have any right to tell me what to do!'. 

'I’m his legal guardian! I raised him not you I’m his mother!’ ‘I can’t even spend time 

with my own son!’ ‘he’s not your son he’s your step-brother!’  ‘I gave birth to him!’.

‘I’m his mam!’ ‘your not his mother you never were!’ Corey said angry. 

​‘You only saw me in the holidays and left me with my alcoholic father! who beat me and Dan'. 

'Look at the marks on my back he beat me so hard!’ ‘that wasn’t my problem!’.

‘He promised me he wouldn’t touch you this is about Douglas!’. 

‘And you always trying to undermine me!’ ‘I do not!’ ‘you do! you went behind my back!’.

‘Not once twice!’ ‘it won’t happen again we were having fun’ ‘too late I’ve made up my mind!’.

‘About what?’ ‘I don’t want you or Polly seeing Douglas anymore’ ‘what you can’t?’ ‘I can’.

‘And I will!’ ‘you can’t stop me seeing him!’ ‘I can do as I please now please leave my house!’.

‘You can’t stop me from seeing him!’ Marie slammed the door in Corey’s face. 

She was upset she was sure her mother was just jealous and didn’t mean it and was sure 

that she’d change her mind Corey wanted to see Douglas she couldn’t stop him.

After all she was his real mother she looked up Douglas was at his bedroom window 

he opened it ‘Corey don’t listen to mam’ ‘I’ll text you ok see you soon’ she waved.

As he watched her walk home sad he wanted to see her he enjoyed hanging out with her. 

The next day Corey flew home to London she couldn’t believe it when she received a letter 

a week later​ from a solicitor from her mother with a restraining order.

Saying she wasn’t allowed anywhere near Douglas else she would be arrested.

Corey panicked how could she do that? maybe she could talk her mother round. 

Get her to change her mind she didn’t think it would work.
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They’d just end up having another row she called Daniel he always gave her good advice.

‘What can I do?’ she asked 'she is his legal guardian’ ‘I know she brought him up I know that’.

‘I didn’t know he was my son till a few months ago she never told me’. 

‘It makes no difference the fact that you were only thirteen when you had him'. 

'They’d just look at you as his step-sister also if she can be this devious just think how 

she’d be in court’ ‘oh I can just imagine’ 'the things she’d say about you’.

‘The things she’d use against you in court drugs the fact you used to be an escort girl 

that you're in a same sex relationship even the fact that you have high functioning autism'. 

‘I don’t do drugs anymore that’s all in the past me and Polly we’re as stable 

as any married couple’ ‘I know that but in court everything would be magnified’.

‘Exaggerated everything’ 'you’re right but I love Dougie he’s my step-brother my son’.

‘And he gets on well with Polly’​ ‘I know I’m sorry I don’t know how she can be so cruel’. 

‘I’ll have a word with her see what I can do’ ‘thanks’ as Corey put down the phone 

she hoped Daniel would be able to sort everything out.

Corey decided to concentrate on her career Polly felt sorry for her after she told her

everything how could her mother do that try and stop her seeing her son.

Days later Dan phoned her back to say their mother wouldn’t change her mind.

Corey was so upset she tried not to let it affect her but it was so hard. 

She was angry and couldn’t believe her mother would ban her from seeing Douglas.

Corey loved being with him they’d become close when Polly was out she lay on the bed

thinking how could she stop her seeing her own son? it was so unfair life could be cruel.

Corey continued as if everything was ok Polly knew she wasn’t herself. 

She knew why Marie had stopped her seeing Douglas because she was jealous 

of their close relationship Polly chatted to Corey that evening.

Trying to make her feel better ‘Cor listen there’s only one reason she’s doing this'. 

'Because she’s jealous’ ‘I know that it doesn’t make me feel any better’.

‘You can’t let her get to you darling’ ‘yeah well she already has’ ‘this is what she wants’. 

​‘How would you feel if someone said you couldn’t see Luke anymore’ ‘I’d be heartbroken’.

‘Now you know how I feel she’s ruined everything’ ‘then don’t let her’ ‘it’s too late'. 

'She already has mam's banned me from seeing Douglas my own son 

and there’s nothing I can do about it’ ‘there must be something’ ‘there isn’t ok’.

'But she hasn’t got a good reason to ban you she’s just jealous that’s all’. 

‘She has plenty of reasons she can use I used to do drugs I’m a lesbian’.

'So you don’t do drugs now’ ‘if I go to court they’ll make me out to be some kind of out 

of control ex drug addict who’s not stable enough to look after a child’ ‘that’s not true’.

‘Anyone could come round check on us see we’re a happy family stable normal 

like anyone else’ ‘not in the eyes of the Irish law’ 'what do you mean?’. 

‘Us we’re like second class citizens it’s hard to even adopt a child as a gay couple’.

‘So we don’t need to adopt we’ve got our own kids’ 'they don’t respect us lesbians'. 

'They think it’s not right I mean they have civil partnerships but it’s not like in the UK'. 

'They’d use it against me in court’ 'so what does your sexuality have to do with anything’.

‘He’s your son it doesn’t matter but she’s his legal guardian his mother I’m just his sister’.

‘That’s how it is’ ‘you can’t let her win’ ‘I’ve got no chance against her’. 

​‘But you have she’s a sour old witch!’ ‘I haven’t and you know it ok I love him so much!’.

‘I know darling’ ‘we’ve always had a special bond I can’t see him anymore I tried to text him’.

‘I got a text back it was from mam she says he won’t be texting me from now on 

she’s given him a new phone’ ‘it’s ok she’s a bitch and she’s gonna be sorry’ 'thanks’.

‘For making me feel better you know whatever she did I always loved her'. 

'Not anymore I just can’t she’s ruined my life how can she be so mean?’.

’You don’t need her darling you’ve got me, Daniel, Carol we all care about you’.

‘I promise things will be ok’ ‘I hope so’ ‘it will trust me darling’. 

Corey didn’t see the point of fighting against her mother she would never win.

That evening Polly made Corey a hot chocolate to make her feel better. 

Polly however was happy her career was going better than ever her TV series Taste 

had been recommissioned for a second series where she played a restaurant critic.

In the first series she’d let herself go a bit with all the food she’d been eating to prepare

for the role this time she was making the effort to lose weight and look good Polly was happy. 

She was also doing a remake of Educating Rita for ITV Polly couldn’t wait and knew 

That she was perfect for the role​ she’d been approached for the part before.

But had been busy Polly felt bad things weren’t going so well for Corey. 

She hoped by some miracle Marie would change her mind about the restraining order. 

Maybe if they had a baby it might take Corey’s mind off things she’d taken a break 

from movies and was just doing TV stuff Polly knew she and Corey made good parents.

And they loved their children days later Corey felt better things would be ok Polly thought. 

Polly was preparing for the release of her new film she was excited about the premiere. 

Of her re-make of Desperately Seeking Susan in New York and another in London 

she felt like a proper movie star​ Polly felt on top of the world her career was going well.

Better than ever the film had got surprisingly good reviews. 

She knew Corey was angry about the situation with her mother Polly hoped Corey 

would get custody or at least visitation rights when she went to court.

That would teach her mother not to meddle in their lives anymore. 

Daniel had been researching Irish law in preparation for the upcoming court case.

They chatted in his flat Corey hoped it would turn out ok.

‘Usually the mother gets automatic guardianship but in your case it’s different’. 

‘Since you only found out about Douglas six months ago’ ‘I still love him he’s still my son’.

‘I know but she’s his legal guardian it’s going to be harder than we thought'. 

'If the father isn’t married to the mother he’s not considered but that’s not an issue

in this case’ ‘if I brought Colin into this it would only confuse things even more’.

‘Besides Douglas doesn’t know about him’ ‘it says children have a right to visit 

with a non-parent’ ‘what does that mean?' ‘I’m not sure are you sure you wanna do this?’.

Daniel asked ‘yes read on’ ‘grandparents may apply’ ‘she’s not his biological grandmother’.

‘Carol is’ ‘I don’t think we should bring Carol into this it would only confuse things 

even more unless we have to​ I’ve just thought of another problem’.

‘Same-sex marriages aren’t legal in the republic of Ireland’ ‘I know'. 

‘They’ll take into account your relationship with Polly' ‘we’re married’.

‘We’ve been together five years’ ‘she could use it against you you know’.

‘It says the parent the child lives with usually gets custody and the other visitation rights’.

‘That’s what I want visitation rights I know my relationship our relationship with Polly 

and Douglas will be assessed in court I don’t care she has no rights to take him away from me’. 

‘I know let’s hope you get to see him’ ‘me too thanks for helping me doing all this research'.

'It's fine' ‘you should have been a lawyer’ ‘anything I can do to help you your my sister’.

Two weeks later Corey was in court in Dublin her lawyer told her there was no chance 

of her getting custody and to go for visitation rights she agreed.

As she didn’t want to cause problems for Douglas after all he’d grown up 

with Marie as his mother she had to respect their relationship. 

She just wanted to be able to see him as Corey entered the courtroom she tried 

not to be nervous trying not to show any weakness to her mother.

Corey decided she would try and keep calm if possible​ ‘right let’s begin’ the judge said.

'Please tell the court your real name’ the judge asked ‘Corine Carol Marie O’Hanlon’.

‘Corine Carol Marie O’Hanlon’ ‘thankyou’ her mother was asked the same question.

They were ready to begin ‘so Mrs O’Hanlon tell me what is your relationship with your son

like?’ ‘we have a great relationship I’ve raised him since he was a baby six weeks old’.

‘He’s my son I love him we’re never apart we get along very well he tells me everything’.

‘And he also gets on well with his step-father Clive’ Corey knew it was a lie. 

Douglas had told her before that he was scared of him she knew she’d get her chance.

‘Corine...Corey tell me what your relationship with Douglas is like?’.

Her mother's lawyer asked ‘I always assumed I was his step-sister then last year

I found out he was my son I was only thirteen when I had him’.

‘How did you feel when you found out?’ ‘I was shocked I’d been lied to’. 

‘How did you find out you were his mother?’ ‘uncle Tommy told me at the pub 

before Christmas’ ‘and how did Douglas react?’ ‘he was surprised like me'. 

'But it didn’t affect our relationship it made us closer’ ‘you must have felt a maternal bond’.

'Yes I did I love him as my brother and my son’ her mother’s lawyer stood up. 

‘Is it true your only asking for visitation rights​ because you found out that he’s your son’.

‘That’s exactly why I’m asking I’ve always been close to my brother’. 

'I thought you just said he’s your son’ ‘he’s both my mam over there is not my real mother'. 

'But growing up she was the only mother I ever knew when she was around 

so Dougie’s my step-brother’ ‘Mrs O'Hanlon’ Corey's lawyer asked.

‘Why did you lie to your daughter biological or not?’ 'she was only thirteen'. 

'Her father my ex-husband was violent there was no way a child could have been raised 

in a house like that’ ‘were you together long?’ 'seven years'. 

'From the age of seven Corey and her brother were raised in a violent house regularly beaten’. 

‘And subjected to a drunken father of which she was aware of’ 'no I was not'. 

'He promised me he wouldn’t harm the children and I believed him’.

‘Corey told me a few years ago the truth of course I was upset’ Corey knew her mother 

was lying she’d never shown any emotion when she had told her at her wedding to Polly. 

‘Anyway what’s this got to do with Douglas?’ soon the court was adjourned.

Corey was sad at her mother’s lack of emotion towards her had she ever loved her?.

Somehow Corey didn’t think so​ she wasn’t sure which side the jury was on ‘you did well’.

Her lawyer Greg said 'really I was shaking inside’ ‘you kept your cool’ ‘thanks’.

'You can do it you know’ Corey hoped so she wasn’t sure the next day she was back in court

feeling more confident about getting access to Douglas she knew what to expect. 

‘Mrs O’Hanlon tell me what Douglas’s relationship with his step-father is like?’ Greg asked 

her mother ‘they have a wonderful relationship they go fishing, bowling, to the movies'. 

'He’s the only father he’s ever known I’m the only mother he’s even known we’re 

a solid family’ ‘tell me why your relationship with Corey broke down’. 

‘It was because of Polly’ ‘actress Polly Patterson who Corey has been in a relationship with 

for five years’ ‘yes’ ‘tell me what happened?’ ‘I never could stand her even at school’.

‘She slept around men and women’ ‘what’s that got to do with anything!’ Corey said angry. 

‘You’ll get your chance in a minute continue’ the judge said ‘I never liked her 

but I was prepared to give her the benefit of the doubt because she was with Corey’. 

‘Polly had an unfortunate childhood she grew up in care she used to be an alcoholic 

And she went to rehab​ I saw her drunk so many times the amount of times’.

‘I had to stop her New Year’s Eve Christmas Day any excuse for drinking and when 

there were children around’ 'did they ever see her drunk?’.  

Her mother's lawyer asked ‘I saw her tipsy I saw her drunk her favourite 

was pink champagne' Corey was angry Polly had never been drunk in front of the children.

She only drank on special occasions ‘so you weren’t comfortable with her being around

Douglas or other children?’ ‘no I wasn’t’ 'does Corey drink?’ ‘only occasionally’.

‘She has more restraint and she has to supervise Polly’ ‘Corey is Polly still an alcoholic?’.

'She used to be she's been sober for ages in all the times we’ve been together’. 

‘I’ve rarely seen her drunk’ 'so she’s no risk to the children?’ ‘no she’s a great mother’.

‘Is it true she regularly flies to America for her film career?’ ‘yes’. 

Her mother’s lawyer gave her a smug look ‘she’s a successful actress that money 

will go to the children’s education’ ‘but is she often away? from the children’ ‘sometimes’.

'End of questions' it had been a more testing day Corey thought ‘did you hear the things 

they said about Polly being a drunk?​ saying she’s an alcoholic she never drinks’. 

‘Corey listen don’t worry’ Greg said trying to reassure her ‘she’s trying to ruin everything’. 

‘Marie she’s trying to wind you up use anything to stop you seeing Douglas 

whatever you do don’t let her get to you’ ‘I’ll try not to’.

The next day was the final day of the case Corey had no idea which way it would go 

she was glad that it would soon be over Polly and Douglas were present in court.

Corey had confidence the judge would listen to them properly. 

And take into account what they said and the wishes of a fourteen year old boy.

Polly was called first to the stand ‘please state your full name’ ‘Susan-Marie O'Malley’. 

‘Do you swear to tell the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth?’ ‘yes I do’ 

‘Polly tell me what kind of a mother Corey is?’ ‘she’s a great mum she always puts the kids first

and she’s great with my son Luke our son and she’s great with Marie our daughter’.

She’s autistic she’s always on the internet researching the condition'. 

'Seeing how she can make things better’ 'how did you react when you found out?’.

‘We didn’t care life’s a lottery’ ‘sounds like you have a nice family’ ‘we do’.

‘We’re really stable and happy’​ ‘what about Mrs O’Hanlon’s claims that you drink regularly?’.

'It's not true I did used to be an alcoholic but since I’ve been with Corey since 

I was twenty one I’ve hardly touched a drink for five years except on special occasions’.

‘Corey or my mum supervise me I never have more than two glasses of wine or a pint'. 

'I’m really strict I went to rehab a few years ago to sort myself out'. 

‘Now Mrs O’Hanlon aside from the drinking issue it seems these two have a very stable family'. 

'So tell the court why you don’t think your daughter shouldn’t see you’re her son?’

The judge asked her ‘I don’t think Polly or her friends would be a very good influence 

on Douglas’ ‘in what way?’ ‘apart from the obvious situation of two women living together’.

‘I don’t approve of her friends’ ‘tell us more’ ‘her uncle Sam is gay very gay effeminate man’.

‘I don’t have a problem with gay men’ ‘could’ve fooled me’ Polly said ‘also her friend George’.

‘Another gay man a drag queen transvestite I would rather if Douglas turned out to be gay 

it was because he is not because he’s been influenced by a certain lifestyle’ ‘I understand’.

‘Are these men threatening or a danger to children in any way?’​ ‘I don’t know them’.

‘I just don’t want my fourteen year old son around them at that age I’m very protective 

of him’ ‘I understand your reasons apart from that are there any other reasons’.

‘That you want to tell us about?’  'Polly or Corey shouldn’t have custody of my son 

because I offer a stable home which I have done since he was born'.

'Right now I would like to call to the stand the defendants son’ Greg said 

‘Please state to the court your full name’ ‘Douglas Michael O’Hanlon’.

'Now I just need to ask you a few questions it won’t take long just tell the truth'. 

'Tell me what your relationship with your mother Marie is like?’ ‘it’s great’.

‘She’s the only mam I’ve ever known she nags me but I love her we’re really close’. 

Corey couldn’t believe what she was hearing ‘your step-father what about him?’.

‘We get on well we go fishing together watch films’ Corey knew Douglas hated his step-father.

That he would never say those things clearly he’d been made to say those things. 

‘Tell me what your relationship with Corey your step-sister is like?’ 'it’s great we get on well’. 

‘What happened when you found out she was your real mother?’ ‘I didn’t care I still love her’.

‘It wasn’t her fault​ she was only thirteen when she had me’ ‘Douglas are you happy?’.

‘With your mother and step-father?’ ‘yes’ ‘thankyou Douglas that will be all’.

‘This jury will return in an hour with their verdict court adjourned’ ‘Cor’. 

Polly said she looked upset ‘I need to be on my own’ ‘alright I’ll meet you in ten minutes’.

Corey walked away as she was angry and upset ‘what’s going on?’ Polly asked Daniel.

‘I don’t know’ ‘those things Douglas said about Corey’ ‘I know he’s been put up to it by mam’.

‘He would never say those things I know my own brother he hates Clive’. 

‘What can we do?’ ‘not a lot to be honest she won’t get visitation rights now’.

‘Not all those things mam said’ ‘just goes to show some people will do anything 

to get what they want no matter what' 'I’m ashamed to call her my mother’.

Corey returned a glum expression on her face ‘don’t worry sis she’s out to get you’.

‘I know that and she’s succeeded’ ‘she hasn’t’ ‘she has she’s taken my son away from me’. 

‘Turned him against me’ Daniel put his arm around Corey

‘I know Dougie and I know he wouldn’t say those things' ‘she put him up to it you know that’.

'That’s what makes it worse using a fourteen year old child against me why?’. 

​‘It’s me she hates’ Polly said ‘if you were with someone else she wouldn’t be doing this’. 

‘She’d hate whoever I was with that’s what she’s like’ they all felt bad for her 

as they made their way back to court they knew what the verdict would be. 

‘A verdict has been reached by the jury after hearing all the evidence’. 

‘Mrs O’Hanlon Marie you’ve brought Douglas up all his life you appear to be a good mother'. 

'Looking out for his best interests’ Corey disagreed ‘the fact that you are not his 

biological mother makes no difference he also has a step-father who loves him'. 

'Corey and Polly have a stable relationship but same sex marriages are not legal 

in the republic of Ireland Douglas is fourteen an important age in any child’s life'. 

'Any upheaval for no good reason would not be a good idea Douglas has also spoken 

to the court said that he is happy where he is however Corey clearly cares for him’.

‘So I am going to allow supervised access supervised!’ Corey said angry 'once a month’.

‘For two hours the verdict is final court adjourned’ Corey looked upset Polly thought 

it was all her mother’s fault as they left she had a satisfied look on her face. 

‘Happy are you!’ Polly said angry at Marie​ ‘Polly nice to see you’ ‘bitch!’.

‘We all know you put Douglas up to it! he wouldn’t say those things’. 

‘How do you know what he’d say I'm his mother' ‘you’re a cruel conniving bitch!’.

‘Polly leave it!’ ‘no Cor if you had any decency this would never have gone to court!’.

‘Corey’s his real mother she loves him! you’ve ruined their relationship!’ 'she’s his step-sister’. 

‘You only did this because you hate me and using a fourteen year old kid against us'.

‘Have you finished now? I’m going to get my son mine not yours not her’s!’. 

‘Your such a bitch!’ Douglas was whisked away by Marie Corey was upset 

at what had happened ‘I hope he’s satisfied all the money I spent on lawyers'. 

'So I could get custody! for him to turn around and lie in court say what great parents 

they are! how he doesn’t love me!’ ‘he does!’ Daniel said trying to calm Corey down.

'Listen he was put up to it’ ‘I knew I couldn’t win with her!’ 'don’t be defeated’.

‘Douglas told me he loved you that he wants to live with you he doesn’t feel he can 

live with mam or Clive anymore he’s not happy’ ‘he never said’.

‘He’s not allowed to talk to you she took his phone away​ I told him the truth’.

‘How you love him he loves you’ ‘I love him too’ ‘Cor don’t worry it’s ok’. 

‘It’s her she gets to me’ ‘don’t let her this is what she wants ok Clive threatened him told him'. 

'Dougie said if he said he wanted to live with you he’d beat him up’ ‘bastard!’.

‘How can she use him against me Dan!’ ‘you’ll see him at the end of the month’ ‘I know’.

Days later Polly and Corey were back in London trying to forget about the court case. 

Corey wished she’d never applied for visitation rights two hours a month wasn’t enough.

One day when Corey was out Rita Polly's best friend came to visit. 

She hadn’t seen her for a while ‘cup of tea?’ Polly offered ‘go on stick us on a brew’.

Polly went to get the tea offering Rita biscuits 'how’s things?’ Polly asked. 

‘Not bad’ ‘tell me about the adoption?’ Rita and Terry were planning to adopt a child.

‘We’ve been refused’ ‘why?’ ‘I don’t know maybe because we’re a lesbian couple’.

‘It can’t be loads of gay couples do I don’t understand’ 'neither do I we’d make good parents’.

‘We don’t smoke or do drugs what do you think?’ ‘you helped bring up your 

severely disabled sister’​ there must be a reason’ ‘now I know why everyone goes abroad easier’

'Don’t worry it’ll happen’ ‘I hope so’ ‘you and Terry will make great parents’ ‘thanks’.

‘I know we will I’m twenty seven now I’m ready for it’ ‘it’ll happen’. 

‘So what happened?’ with the court case?’ ‘don’t ask the bitch ruined it’.

‘Like we knew she would’ ‘I thought she would' ‘but isn’t she out the picture’.

‘Marie she’s never out the picture you should have seen her smug as anything’.

‘They slated Cor tried to make out I was an alcoholic unable to look after kids’.

‘Course it was all rubbish don’t you think social services would have called round’. 

‘Well I’m glad she’s not my mother-in-law​ she sounds like a right bitch’ ‘she is’.

‘She didn’t like Douglas being so close to Corey she was jealous'. 

'Marie doesn’t care what it does to Corey how much it upsets her’ ‘can’t you appeal?’.

'Maybe there’s no point’. ‘you know what it is’ ‘what?’ Polly asked ‘they view Corey 

as his step-sister who’s found out she’s his mother and has decided she wants custody’.

‘That’s not how it is’ ‘I know but that’s how they view it they see Marie as his mother 

who raised him add to that his step-father the perfect family then they look at you two’.
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‘A lesbian couple even if you are married they view it as illegal’. 

‘So for Corey to get custody you’d have to prove she’s an unfit mother or he’s a terrible father'. 

'That he’s so unhappy he can’t live with them so unless you can prove that 

you’ve got no chance’ ‘you know you’re right I never thought of it like that’.

‘Cor only wanted visitation rights she’s only allowed to see him two hours a month 

supervised he used to visit we’d take him out in London to the aquarium and the London Eye’.

‘Douglas loved it he can’t visit us anymore Corey’s house in Dublin'. 

'It’s really nice a great place' 'don’t worry bad people always get their comeuppance 

in the end’ ‘I know you’re right’ ‘trust me I am’ ‘what you up to?’.​

‘I’m going to church to light a candle for dad’ ‘I’m sorry I don’t know what I’d do 

if my dad died’ ‘I miss him so much’ Rita looked as though she would cry 'it’s ok'. 

'I shouldn’t cry it’s a beautiful day’ ‘I think you cope with it well’ 'thanks I miss him so much’.

'I’ve thought about seeing a psychic people say I shouldn’t’ ‘if you want to you should’.

‘I’d come with you’ ‘really’ ‘yeah’ ‘alright I’ll look into it I’ll let you know’. 

Polly enjoyed seeing Rita she was her best friend chatting to her always made her feel better. 

She couldn’t imagine never having a dad although as a child her dad hadn’t been around. 

Due to her growing up in care now they had a close relationship she had her mum and sister

Kaleigh and her half-sister Emily and step-mum Wendy Polly loved her family. 

That evening she decided to go to a lesbian club with Corey and Rita. 

Corey was promoting her latest single from her solo album as well as working on a new album

with the band Polly was concentrating on her business venture with her uncle Sam.

Re-inventing a closed down famous gay club in London she was loving it getting it ready 

to open​ to the public she was popular with the gay audience. 

And now she wanted to give something back by making the club look as good as possible. 

Sam had been a club promoter and knew what he was doing but Polly wanted to be able 

to put her ideas in for years she’d just done films now she was doing other things.

A clothing line, perfumes and she loved it that evening Polly was visiting the club.

They were doing it up as she sat in the bar area she couldn’t wait to see what it would be like

as she sipped a coke relaxing ‘Polly’ she looked over she couldn’t believe it was Adrian.

Her ex-manager who had ripped her off during her glamour modelling days. 

By making her sign a dodgy contract then later tried to sue her after she became 

a successful actress what was he doing there? why couldn’t he leave her alone.

To get on with her life ‘what are you doing here?’  ‘I read all about your plans’.

‘You and your uncle Sam I read it in Attitude magazine' 'don’t tell me you’ve come 

to offer business advice’ ‘maybe’ ‘then don’t! Uncle Sam’s been a club promoter for years’.

‘And I think I have a pretty good eye for design’ ‘you’ve done well for yourself’ ‘I know I have’. 

​‘And everything I’ve done since my first film has been my hard work so don’t you dare 

say you made me I won that Oscar BAFTA and Golden Globe that was all me’ ‘I know‘.

‘What can I say I underestimated your talent’ ‘is that your way of saying sorry?’ ‘ok I’m sorry’.

‘For everything can’t we just be friends’ ‘are you forgetting what you did to me’.

‘Making me sign a faulty contract you stole my credit card you ripped me off thousands

millions of pounds you stole from me!’ ‘alright I admit it I needed the money'. 

‘I’ll never forgive you for stealing my money I worked hard for that!’ ‘I’m sorry’.

‘I was short of cash' ‘what about what you did to all those other glamour models?’.

‘Stole their money!’ ‘I’ll pay you back one day’ ‘how?’ ‘I’ve got a bar in Spain’.

‘You’ll never pay me back and you know it! it’ll take years why are you here?’. 

‘I came to see how you’re getting on’ 'just fine! I don’t need your help!’.

‘Do you still see George?’ ‘yes why?’ ‘I’m opening up a drag club in London’.

‘He’s happy in Blackpool why don’t you do it yourself?’ ‘me in a dress'. 

'You must be kidding! I do actually want to make money how’s Corey?’ ‘you hate Corey’.

'Actually I’ve warmed to her I loved I Love Paris she’s a good actress and singer'. 

​‘I’m so proud of you all you’ve achieved and your sexuality’ ‘you never wanted me 

to talk about it’ ‘I thought it might affect your career and I was wrong’.

‘You make a terrific lesbian’ ‘thanks’ ‘so do you have an open marriage?’ ‘no I do not!'. 

'I love Corey! it’s not an open marriage she’s the love of my life’ ‘ok calm down’.

'What about you?’ ‘dating single it’s hard now you know’ ‘why?’ 'apart from the fact 

I'm an old queen I’ve got two kids to look after’ ‘you are joking! you with kids’.

'My sister died of cancer their eleven and twelve it’s not like I’ll be changing nappies’.

‘I’m their favourite uncle’ ‘you’re sister’s kids’ ‘yes’ ‘I’m surprised’ 'well I had no choice’.

‘It was either me or them go into care so that’s the situation I’m not bad looking after them

but it ruins my life I mean I can’t bring boyfriends round’ ‘well that’s a shame’.

Polly didn’t feel sorry for Adrian ‘so can we be friends?’ he asked ‘are you forgetting

that you spiked my drink’ ‘it won’t happen again’ he assured her ‘you look good’ he said.

‘Thanks’ ‘you’ve lost weight’ ‘I know I have I've taken up cycling’ Polly informed him. 

‘Well it’s been good seeing you again maybe one day we can be friends again'. 

'Until then I’ll admire your career from afar bye darling’​ Polly wasn’t happy Adrian 

was hovering around the nightclub she wanted to forget about him. 

Corey went home to visit Daniel in Dublin she always missed her brother. 

As she arrived at her home she was happy she thought about Douglas.

How he couldn’t come round anymore how if he did come to the house he had to be supervised
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