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MARY ATKINSON​[1]

When Mary passed away in 1827, Kingston, Ontario, was a thriving settlement and a key military and trading hub in Upper Canada. Life during this period was defined by a blend of colonial expansion, political evolution, and economic development. Here's a snapshot of what life was like at the time of Mary Atkinson's death:

Social and Cultural Life

Population: Kingston was growing steadily, with a mix of British Loyalists, Indigenous peoples, and immigrants from Scotland, Ireland, and England. It served as a melting pot of cultures, influencing social customs and traditions.

Housing: Most homes were modest wooden or stone structures, often reflecting Georgian architectural influences. Families relied on open fireplaces for cooking and heating.

Community: Churches like St. Paul's Anglican Church were vital centers of spiritual and community life, providing social cohesion in the settlement.
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ECONOMY

Kingston's economy revolved around the fur trade, agriculture, and shipping. Its location on Lake Ontario made it a strategic point for transporting goods.

Small industries, like milling and blacksmithing, supported the local population. Markets in Kingston provided essential supplies, with trade continuing to expand.
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POLITICAL CLIMATE

Upper Canada was experiencing significant political development. The Family Compact, a conservative oligarchy, controlled much of the colony's administration. However, this dominance was beginning to face resistance from reformist groups.

The tensions between reformists and loyalists were quietly brewing, which would later influence Canadian political history.
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DAILY LIFE AND CHALLENGES

Health: Medical knowledge was limited, and diseases like cholera and tuberculosis were prevalent. The lack of sanitation in many areas contributed to health challenges.

Women’s Role: Women like Mary Atkinson were central to family and community life. They managed households, supported their families, and played active roles in church and charity work.

Education: Education was becoming more accessible, with small schools opening in settlements, though it remained a luxury for many families.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1827 marked the early stages of a shift toward modernization in Upper Canada. Canals, like the Rideau Canal (begun in 1826), were under construction to improve transportation and military strategy.

Kingston, with its prominent military presence, was part of broader efforts to fortify the colony and secure trade routes.
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MARY ATKINSON'S LIFE and death occurred during a transformative time in Kingston’s history, as it evolved from a frontier settlement into a cornerstone of Upper Canadian society. Her burial beneath St. Paul's Church speaks to the enduring legacy of those who shaped the early years of the city.
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WILLIAM ATKINSON​[2]

William Atkinson passed away in Kingston in 1825, at a time when the city was cementing its role as a vital military and economic hub in Upper Canada. His final resting place beneath what is now St. Paul’s Anglican Church places him among the early settlers and contributors to Kingston’s rich history.

Life in Kingston in 1825

Community Growth: Kingston's population was steadily increasing, with more settlers arriving from Europe and the United States. As a Loyalist stronghold, it maintained strong ties to British culture and governance.

Economy: Trade on the Great Lakes was flourishing, with Kingston serving as a key port. The town's economy was supported by agriculture, milling, and small industries, alongside its military garrison.

Military Presence: Kingston's importance as a military center continued to shape its identity. The British military maintained a significant presence, contributing to the town's infrastructure and economy.
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DAILY LIFE AND EVENTS

Religion and Community: Churches like St. Paul’s were cornerstones of daily life, offering spiritual guidance and acting as hubs for social gatherings and charitable work.

Health Challenges: As in most of Upper Canada, outbreaks of diseases like smallpox and cholera remained a constant threat. Limited medical knowledge meant that life expectancy was relatively low.

Transportation: Roads were still rudimentary, and waterways like Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River were the primary means of travel and trade.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Political Climate: The colony was experiencing shifts toward self-governance, with debates about land distribution and political representation gaining traction.

Infrastructure Development: The construction of the Rideau Canal had begun in 1826, with Kingston playing a significant role in this ambitious project designed to secure trade routes and military access.
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WILLIAM ATKINSON'S life and death reflected the realities of this era—a time of resilience, growth, and transformation for both Kingston and the broader colony. His burial, now part of the foundations of St. Paul's Anglican Church, ensures his legacy remains intertwined with the city’s historical fabric.
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WILLIAM ATKINSON, ESQ.​[3]

William Atkinson, Esq., was a prominent figure of his time, married to Mary Badgley. His life and contributions were deeply rooted in Kingston, Upper Canada, where he was interred on April 10, 1805. His grave, now part of the foundation of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, places him among the earliest pioneers who shaped the city’s burgeoning identity.

Life in Kingston in 1805

Emerging Urban Center: Kingston was a small but vital settlement in Upper Canada. Its strategic location along Lake Ontario made it a focal point for trade, military operations, and Loyalist migration.

Loyalist Influence: The town remained a hub for United Empire Loyalists, who had fled the American Revolution to rebuild their lives in British territory. Their values and traditions continued to shape the city’s governance and culture.

Economic Activity: Agriculture, small industries, and trade were the mainstays of Kingston's economy. The town's position as a port facilitated connections with other settlements and trading posts along the Great Lakes.
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RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL Life

Faith and Community: Churches like St. Paul’s played a critical role in the spiritual and social life of early Kingston residents. Religious observance was central to daily routines, and community gatherings often revolved around the church.

Colonial Challenges: Life in 1805 was not without hardship. Disease, limited medical care, and the physical demands of pioneering life tested the resilience of settlers.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Colonial Expansion: Upper Canada was in the early stages of its development as a British colony. Land grants were being distributed, and settlements like Kingston were integral to the colony’s growth.

Military Significance: The British military’s presence ensured Kingston’s defense and contributed to its infrastructure, including roads, forts, and public buildings.
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[image: ]


WILLIAM ATKINSON’S interment in Kingston’s St. Paul’s Anglican Churchyard marked the passing of an individual whose life was intertwined with the early history of the city. His legacy endures, preserved beneath one of Kingston’s most historic landmarks.
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WILLIAM ATKINSON​[4]

William Atkinson, a resident of Kingston in the early 19th century, passed away in 1813. His parentage remains a mystery, adding a layer of intrigue to his story and the lives of those who settled in this fledgling community. His final resting place now lies beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church, a structure built over the graves of many early pioneers.

Life in Kingston in 1813

War of 1812 Impact: Kingston was a strategic military post during the ongoing War of 1812. The town served as a supply and naval base, with Fort Henry under construction to bolster defenses against American forces. Tensions were high, and the war shaped daily life for residents.

Economic Pressures: The conflict disrupted trade routes and strained resources. Essential goods were scarce, and many families faced economic hardship.

Community Growth: Despite the challenges, Kingston continued to grow, with settlers establishing homes, businesses, and farms, contributing to the town's resilience.
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LEGACY BENEATH ST. Paul’s

William Atkinson’s interment in the churchyard in 1813 places him among the many whose lives helped build Kingston into a vital Upper Canadian settlement. His grave, now part of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, reflects the lasting bond between the community and its past. As the city expanded, these early pioneers became part of its foundation—literally and figuratively—through their enduring contributions and the stories they left behind.

Atkinson’s unknown origins highlight the enigmatic nature of genealogy, prompting questions about the journeys and lives of those who helped shape Kingston’s history.
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ROBERT WALTER ATKISON aka ATKINSON​[5]

Robert Walter Atkison, also known as Atkinson, passed away in Kingston in 1812. Like many early settlers, his parentage remains unknown, adding another mystery to the history of Kingston’s early years. He was laid to rest in the churchyard of what would later become St. Paul’s Anglican Church, a place that now holds the stories of numerous pioneers who helped shape the community.

Life in Kingston in 1812

War on the Horizon: The War of 1812 erupted, bringing uncertainty and fear to Kingston. The town became a crucial British military hub due to its strategic location along Lake Ontario and proximity to American borders.

Naval Developments: As tensions rose, shipbuilding efforts in Kingston surged, with the Royal Navy establishing a fleet to defend against American forces.

Community under Stress: Residents endured rationing and disruptions in trade as the war effort demanded resources. Yet, the community banded together, showcasing resilience during difficult times.
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LEGACY BENEATH ST. Paul’s

Robert Walter Atkison’s grave, now beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church, symbolizes the sacrifices and contributions of those who lived during turbulent times. His life and death serve as a reminder of the fragility and strength of the settlers who laid Kingston’s foundations.

With the passage of time, the church and its grounds have become a repository of history, guarding the secrets and legacies of individuals like Atkison, whose stories are intertwined with the fabric of early Canadian life.
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JOHN AUSTIN​[6]

John Austin passed away in Kingston in 1816, his life marking another chapter in the story of early Upper Canada. He was interred in the churchyard that would later be the site of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, a sacred ground preserving the memory of Kingston’s pioneers and settlers.

Life in Kingston in 1816

Post-War Reconstruction: The War of 1812 had ended just a year earlier, leaving the town in a phase of rebuilding and reflection. Kingston, having been a key military and naval center during the war, now focused on restoring trade and community life.

Economic Recovery: With peace restored, Kingston experienced slow but steady economic growth, as shipping and commerce began to recover on Lake Ontario. Farmers and merchants sought to rebuild their livelihoods after years of conflict.

Civic Developments: Efforts to organize and formalize civic structures increased. Churches, schools, and small businesses began to flourish as the town's population grew and adapted to peacetime needs.
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LEGACY BENEATH ST. Paul’s

John Austin's grave, now beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church, represents the quiet contributions of individuals who lived through both war and peace. Though details of his life remain unknown, his final resting place connects him to the story of a community persevering in the wake of hardship.

St. Paul’s Anglican Church continues to stand as a testament to the lives and legacies of those like Austin, preserving the memory of Kingston’s past for future generations.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​REBEKAH AUSTIN


[image: ]




REBEKAH AUSTIN​[7]

Rebekah Austin passed away in Kingston in 1816, joining the many early settlers interred in the grounds that later became part of St. Paul’s Anglican Church. With no surviving record of her parents, her life story remains a poignant mystery, representative of the many unnamed and little-documented individuals who helped shape early Upper Canada.

Life in Kingston in 1816

Community Growth: Despite the challenges following the War of 1812, Kingston was steadily evolving from a military stronghold into a bustling town. New settlers arrived, contributing to the social and cultural fabric of the community.

Role of Women: Women like Rebekah often played critical yet undocumented roles in their families and communities. They managed households, supported agriculture, and engaged in small-scale trade, all essential for survival in a frontier town.

Healthcare Struggles: Life expectancy was often cut short by diseases such as tuberculosis, cholera, and other ailments for which medical understanding was limited. The year 1816, known as "the year without a summer," brought crop failures and food shortages, further stressing communities.

––––––––

[image: ]


A LEGACY IN ST. PAUL’S Churchyard

Rebekah Austin's final resting place beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church is a testament to the many unsung lives that laid the foundation for Kingston’s future. Her story, though incomplete, echoes in the annals of history, reminding us of the resilience and sacrifice of early settlers.
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W. AYKROUD aka AYKROYD​[8]

W. Aykroud, also recorded as Aykroyd, tragically passed away as an infant in Kingston in 1812. With no documentation of his parents, his brief life leaves behind little more than a name, underscoring the fragility of life in the early 19th century. His grave, now beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church, serves as a quiet reminder of the countless children lost to the hardships of that era.

Life in Kingston in 1812

War of 1812: Kingston was a strategic military hub during the war, with heightened activity around the naval dockyard and Fort Henry. The community was marked by both the tensions of conflict and the resilience of its inhabitants.

Child Mortality: The early 19th century saw high infant mortality rates due to diseases like smallpox, dysentery, and respiratory infections. Limited medical knowledge and poor sanitation contributed to these tragedies.

A Frontier Community: Families in Kingston during this time often faced the dual challenges of survival and growth, relying on close-knit communities and shared resources to endure the difficulties of frontier life.
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A NAME PRESERVED

Though his life was fleeting, W. Aykroud's burial site beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church reflects the collective history of Kingston’s earliest days. His name, like those of many others, has been preserved, offering a glimpse into the personal stories that shaped the town's development.
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SARAH BADGLEY​[9]

Sarah Badgley was laid to rest in Kingston on May 6, 1804. Like many others of her time, details about her family and lineage have been lost to history, leaving only her name and burial record to mark her existence. Her grave lies beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church, where her memory continues to resonate as part of Kingston’s rich historical tapestry.

Life in Kingston in 1804

A Growing Settlement: By 1804, Kingston was an important settlement in Upper Canada, benefiting from its strategic location on the St. Lawrence River and its proximity to Lake Ontario. The population was expanding, with Loyalist families establishing roots and contributing to the town's development.

Community and Faith: Churches, including the future site of St. Paul’s, played a central role in daily life, serving not only as places of worship but also as community centers. Burial sites were often closely associated with these sacred spaces.

Challenges of the Era: Life remained difficult, with families facing the persistent threat of illness, limited medical care, and the demanding labor required to build homes, farms, and infrastructure in the growing town.
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A LEGACY BENEATH THE Stones

Sarah Badgley’s story, like that of many buried at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, reflects the quiet contributions of individuals who helped shape Kingston’s identity. Though little is known about her life, her presence endures beneath the church’s foundation, a reminder of the many lives interwoven into the fabric of early Upper Canada.
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WILLIAM BADGLEY​[10]

William Badgley was buried in Kingston on March 20, 1798, at a time when the town was still in its formative years, developing rapidly as the new century began. His grave lies beneath the grounds of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, a site that has become an enduring part of Kingston's history. Unfortunately, like many individuals of the period, details surrounding his life and family have been largely lost to time, but his final resting place remains a testament to his presence in the early days of this growing community.

Life in Kingston in 1798

A Town on the Rise: Kingston was emerging as a key location in Upper Canada, thanks in part to its role as a military garrison. The town was strategically important, sitting on the St. Lawrence River and overseeing trade routes. It was a time of significant change, as the British military, Loyalists, and new settlers worked to establish the foundation for the future of the province.

Building a New Community: As the town expanded, so did its institutions, with churches becoming central places of worship, community gathering, and, for many, their final resting places.

Challenges of Survival: For many residents of Kingston in 1798, life was defined by the struggle to survive in a harsh environment. Smallpox outbreaks, limited medical knowledge, and the tough realities of pioneering life meant that many families faced loss and hardship.
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A SILENT MARKER OF History

Though little is known about William Badgley’s life, his burial site beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church speaks volumes about the role of early settlers in shaping Kingston. His name is one of many etched into the history of the region, a silent marker of a time when the town was still in its infancy. His grave, along with countless others, forms the foundation of the church, which itself is a cornerstone of the community’s history.
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WILLIAM BAIN​[11]

William Bain passed away in Kingston in 1823, his final resting place now beneath the hallowed grounds of St. Paul’s Anglican Church. At the time of his death, Kingston was continuing its evolution from a military outpost to a thriving community, still bearing the marks of its colonial past while pushing toward a new, more settled future.

Life in Kingston in 1823

A Town in Transition: By 1823, Kingston had grown into a vital center of commerce and governance in Upper Canada. It was the seat of the Legislative Assembly for the province, and its strategic position along the St. Lawrence River made it an essential hub for trade and communication. However, Kingston was still developing its identity, balancing its British military roots with the influx of settlers from various backgrounds.

A Struggling Post-War Economy: The War of 1812 had only ended a decade prior, and its impacts were still being felt. Many families faced economic hardships and were working to rebuild from the financial strains caused by the conflict.

Faith and Community: St. Paul’s Anglican Church, constructed around this time, became a symbol of both spiritual and community life in Kingston. It was a place of comfort and solace for the residents, providing not only religious services but also a gathering place for social connection during a time when many were still adjusting to life in a developing colonial town.
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A LIFE MARKED BY TIME

Although the specifics of William Bain’s life remain elusive, his place in Kingston’s history is cemented beneath the church that continues to serve the community today. The grave is a quiet reminder of the individuals who lived, struggled, and contributed to the growth of this region in its early years. His legacy, like so many others, is interwoven with the town's foundations, his story part of the rich tapestry that has shaped Kingston into the city it is today.
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