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If this is your first, welcome to the ZamaShort series!

If not, welcome back!

What is ZamaShort?

From the publisher StoryTime that brought you the StoryTime Magazine, African Roar anthology series, and AfroSF anthology series, ZamaShort is a new digital imprint solely focused on the amazing powerhouse that is the short story. We will give each single short story its own publication so that it may have its own spotlight. To be read and savoured as a stand-alone publication.

ZamaShort is decidedly genre agnostic. We are keen to publish all stories that resonate with us no matter the genre, be it contemporary, satire, science fiction, africanfuturism, fantasy, etc.

ZamaShort will only publish original fiction that has never before been published and that we have edited to a final with the author.

ZamaShort works on a 50% revenue share with each author, so you can know that 50% (less distributor fees only) of what you have paid for this story will go to the author.

ZamaShort will be the exclusive publisher for each licenced story for a period of one year after publication, thereafter it will remain with us and available, but the author will be free to reprint it elsewhere and always retains all rights to their work.

All ZamaShort selections for editing and publication are made from submissions. We also have a strict no-genAI policy and accompanying blacklist.

To begin with ZamaShort will be publishing one story a month, this may increase in time depending on how things go.

As per the StoryTime mandate initialised in 2007, with the ZamaShort imprint we will continue to champion and add to the ever-growing canon of African literature excellence and diversity.

With all that said, welcome again, we hope that you will enjoy this short story and all the ones in the series!
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Born in Zambia, Libby Young lived in various parts of southern Africa before settling in Cape Town. With a background in journalism that segued into web development, she now teaches English as a second language to adults from all over the world at the University of Cape Town, where she is also working towards a doctorate that combines environmental and cultural geography with literary studies.
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Born in Africa and having lived on the continent for most of my life, I am, however, an Irish citizen as a result of my mother’s canny decision to register my birth on the foreign register. Culturally I am a bit of a mish mash. I lived in Dublin for a while, working as a subeditor on the Irish Time’s website and my maternal family’s Catholicism and Irish heritage have certainly influenced me, with a love of leprechauns (their rebellious sense of fun), literature (not James Joyce) and whiskey (or whisky), but as my father was a divorced Protestant, I was not, and could not be ecclesiastically, fully enveloped by it, resulting in a life-long distrust of religious institutions and a sense of exclusion. Similarly, although I have lived in South Africa for longer than anywhere else, my Afrikaans is appalling due mainly to an enforced stint at an Afrikaans boarding school that permanently closed my mind to the language except its gorgeously descriptive profanities.
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