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    To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.

To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.

To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.

To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.

And above all, to the glory of God, whose grace has guided me through every step of my journey.

This book is for you all.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."— Mark 10:45

From the shores of Galilee to the hill of Golgotha, His journey was one of ultimate sacrifice and boundless love.
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This book consists of 34 daily expository Bible studies on the Gospel of Mark. Mark is the shortest of the four gospels. This gospel contributes to our basic understandings of soteriology, anthropology, Christology, missiology, and eschatology. Theologically speaking, the gospel of Mark is a “5 in 1” with five important theological themes packed into one gospel. Dr. Andrew C S Koh did very well in his exposition of Mark in terms of exposing these five themes.

“What is expositional preaching?” It’s not about style, but more about how one decides what to preach. Instead, expositional preaching is exposing God’s Word to God’s people, or stated otherwise, exposing God’s people to God’s Word. Dr. Andrew C S Koh gave his definition of expositional preaching as “preaching that makes the main point of a text, the main point of the message.” Our goal as pastors should be that our people would know their Bibles. The pastor’s main method of preaching must be expositions of God’s Word (not merely topical, biographical, etc.). People should leave our churches after our messages and not say, “I could never get that out of that text!” Instead, they should say, “How could I have missed that?” Dr. Koh makes sure you would not miss that.

Our authority as preachers is based on the Word of God. When we depart from the Word of God, we lose our basis for authority. Dr. Andrew C S Koh has consistently assured us through his books on these three ways in which we should preach exposition sermons

Affirm the Word of God. We must acknowledge that our God is a communicating God. 

In the context of a congregation. Preaching must take place in a local congregation and faithfully proclaiming the Word of God in a local congregation.

We preach the Word! We are to trust in God and His Word by preaching His Word!

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”, 2Timothy 3:16

Rev. Richard Yew

Ordained Minister of the Foursquare Gospel Church of Malaysia,

Master of Practical Ministry (Wagner Leadership Institute) Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Economics (Victoria University of Wellington)
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The Daily Devotion Gospel of Mark is an excellent devotional book for Christians of all ages, covering Jesus' journey from Galilee to Jerusalem in an accessible yet profound manner. Readers will be inspired to pray along with this powerful devotional. Dr. Koh has taken the initiative of providing Greek equivalents of some original words from Greek texts for further Biblical study. This provides even greater resources. This book offers a systematic devotional outline in relation to gospel story-related passages and presentations, making it an excellent resource for expository Bible study. The Daily Devotion Gospel of Mark stands alongside popular devotional books like The Life Application Bible and The Prayer Bible as a must-read book to deepen and renew one's faith. This book will help you begin an incredible spiritual journey of growth and renewal!

Dr. Andrew C S Koh
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Testimonials
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This is a simple and non-complicated daily devotional book for people from all walks of life. It is also written in a systematic devotional layout within a gospel story related manner and presentation. It aims to draw the attention of the readers to pray and to follow the pathway of Jesus as laid out in the Gospel of Mark from Galilee to Jerusalem. It points to the Son of God coming to seek, save, and strengthen the faith of those who believe in Jesus, Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, Archbishop of the Anglican Church in Southeast Asia.

.

A devotional book by Dr. Andrew Koh C S Koh, who is Cardiologist, Bible teacher, preacher, blogger and traveler. I find it to be a good attempt, and for those who like devotion, especially relating to the Gospel, you can include this into your library. It is written in a way that is simple yet profound. Dr. Andrew C S Koh has provided the equivalent words in Greek for some of its original meaning in Greek. It is written with clarity and easy to follow. It will be a good collection for those who love expository Bible study, Pastor Joshua Tan Poh Kong. 

I found out more about the Bible. I really loved the facts and history of Mark, Molly.

Dr. Koh spells out everything in very simple terms that any new Christian can easily understand, something that is often lacking in other devotions which assume a deeper level of experience of their faith. I recommend all his books to every new believer, or even those who have been walking with Christ for many years! We can always learn something new, Steve Silverwood.

It is well written, easy to read and easy to comprehend. The book is divided into 34 chapters. Each chapter starts with a prayer, then goes into the Bible verse, then the authors' notes and ends with another prayer. I would recommend this book as a good resource for furthering your understanding of the Gospel of Mark, Kevin Booker.

The explanation of the Book of Mark is a simple detailed account of the Bible book. Basically, it is broken down into easy-to-understand terms and stays spot on with the Bible. This devotional is for all. Enjoy all of Dr. Koh’s expositions. Tiffany Townsend.

The devotional is written in layman's terms so that everyone will be able to understand. This devotional is written in such a manner that any individual will be able to read and understand the Word of God.  This study is written as a daily devotion. This is my true and honest review, PAR.

This beautiful book takes the reader on a journey through the Gospel of Mark in simple terms and with prayers added to make an excellent book. Rowan E Creech.

An Inspiring read helps the reader understand the Gospel of Mark better. It can be read and understood by laymen. Beautiful prayers accompany each chapter. A great Bible study. This is my honest review. I recommend this book to other readers, Sharmani Jeyaram.
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Chapter 1 

Introduction to Mark
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Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for spiritual food, the truth of Your word, and hungry hearts. Thank You that we have the benefit of reading, studying, and meditating on Your word daily. We pray Holy Spirit, that You convict, correct, reproof, teach, transform, and train us in righteousness, in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Mark 1: 1-8, Breaking 400 years of Silence

The beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the prophets, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you, Malachi 3:1. 3the voice of one crying in the wilderness ‘Make ready the way of the Lord!  Make his paths straight!” Isaiah 40:3. 4John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching the baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins. 5All the country of Judea and all those of Jerusalem went out to him. They were baptized by him in the Jordan river, confessing their sins. 6John was clothed with camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. 7He preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and loosen. 8I baptized you in[c] water, but he will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.”

The Beginning

Mark is the shortest of the four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The four gospels are four accounts of the same story written from four different perspectives by four different authors. 

Matthew presents Jesus as King of the Jews for a Jewish audience. Matthew emphasized what Jesus said. 

Luke presents Jesus as the Perfect Man for a Greek audience. Luke emphasized what Jesus felt. 

John presents Jesus as the Son of God for everyone. John emphasized who Jesus was. 

Mark presents Jesus as a Suffering Servant for a Roman audience. Mark emphasized what Jesus did. He frequently used the words, now, and immediately. 

Mark was not an apostle. The young man in Mark 14: 51 is believed to be him, “A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.” 

Although Mark was the author, it was Peter who told the story to him. According to the early church fathers, Peter led Mark to Christ and discipled him. In 1 Peter 5:13, Peter called Mark his son. In Acts 12:12-14, he was called John Mark. 

Mark was a cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10). He traveled with Paul during his first missionary journey, but he deserted Paul halfway.  Before Paul’s second missionary journey, Paul disputed with Barnabas over Mark. But Paul and Mark subsequently reconciled, according to 2 Timothy 4:11.

Verse 1, The beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Reflection

Mark’s gospel did not start with any genealogy of Jesus because a servant’s genealogy was not important. The Greek word for Gospel is Evangelion which means Good News. This is the Good News regarding Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Verses 2-3, 2As it-is written in the prophets, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you (Malachi) 3the voice of one crying in the wilderness ‘Make ready the way of the Lord!  Make his paths straight!” (Isaiah 40:3).

Reflection

Referring to John the Baptist, Mark quoted Isaiah 40:3, “A voice of one calling in the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” John the Baptist was only a voice, not the Word, a messenger, not the message.

Verses 5-6 ‘5All the country of Judea and all those of Jerusalem went out to him. They were baptized by him in the Jordan river, confessing their sins. 6John was clothed with camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. 

Reflection

John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. John was a hairy rough-looking character who wore clothing of camel hair and a belt around his waist. He resembled Elijah, a hairy rough-looking character who wore a leather belt around his waist. 

John the Baptist was a Nazarite, Luke 1:15. He took the Nazarite wow, according to Numbers 6:1-21. He was not allowed to cut his hair, shave his beard, touch a dead body, consume wine, vinegar, grape juice, grapes, or raisins. 

His diet consisted of locusts and wild honey. Some scholars believed he ate real locusts while others believed he ate carob pods, seeds of the carob tree, which is also called locust of the desert. He ate wild honey, which was the date palms, not honey derived from bees.

Verses 7-8,7He preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and loosen. 8I baptized you in water, but he will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.”

Reflection

To wear the sandal strap of someone is to be his slave. John the Baptist said that he was not even worthy to be a slave to the Messiah. John the Baptist was a second cousin of Jesus because his mother Elizabeth was the first cousin of Jesus’ mother Mary. John will baptize with water, but Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John’s baptism of repentance was to prepare for the arrival of Jesus’ baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for sending the good news of the gospel to us through the gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Thank You for breaking the 400 years of silence since prophet Malachi by sending Your Son to the world as Messiah. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Chapter 2 

Fishers of men
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Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for meeting us again. We claim Your promise that when two or more are gathered in Your name, you will be here among us. Even though we cannot see You, we know that You are here speaking to us through the Bible and Your still small voice, thank You, in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Mark 1: 9-20

Verses 9-11, 9In those days, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10Immediately coming up from the water, he saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11A voice came out of the sky, “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Reflection

The Holy Trinity was active when John the Baptist baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. God the Father spoke from Heaven to Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove. Isaiah 11:12, “the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him.” The Holy Trinity was also active at your salvation. God the Father sent Jesus to you, the Holy Spirit convicted you of sin, and you received Jesus into your hearts as your Saviour. 

Verses 12-15, 12Immediately the Spirit drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals; and the angels were serving him.14Now after John was taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the Good News of God’s Kingdom, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and God’s Kingdom is at hand! Repent, and believe in the Good News.”

Reflection

Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness after His baptism. Jesus was with wild beasts, snakes, scorpions, and the angels ministered to Him. The spiritual attack came after blessing. Satan will attack you after every blessing, but do not worry because Jesus Christ is greater than satan. 1 John 4:4, “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” Herod Antipas imprisoned John the Baptist for rebuking him for marrying Herodias, the wife of his half-brother Philip, as this was against Jewish law. Herod Antipas subsequently ordered the beheading of John the Baptist. Jesus commenced His public ministry in Galilee and preached the Good News of the Gospel after John’s imprisonment.

Verses 16-20, 16Passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you into fishers for men.” 18Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19Going on a little further from there, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were also in the boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them, and they left their father, Zebedee, in the boat with the hired servants, and went after him.

Reflection

The Sea of Galilee is a freshwater lake in the shape of a harp, 13 miles from north to south, 8 miles from east to west, and 680 feet below sea level. Jesus called Andrew and Simon (Peter) who were disciples of John the Baptist, saying, “follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” And immediately they left their nets and followed Jesus. Jesus also called James and John, the sons of Zebedee from their boats, and they too immediately followed Him. Instead of fishermen, these 4 would become fishers for the souls of men. Peter became the leader and spokesman of the apostles, author of 1 Peter and 2 Peter. John became a pastor of the church of Ephesus, and author of John, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John and Revelation. Andrew became the patron saint of Scotland. James became the first disciples to be martyred. Acts 11:2, “He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.” 

Prayer:

Heaven Father, thank You for coming to us as Messiah, Savior, Son of God and Son of Man. Thank You for people of faith like Andrew, Peter, James and John. They were fishermen but You made them into fishers of the souls of men. We pray that You will make us into fishers of the souls of men to fulfil Your great commission. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Chapter 3 

Exorcism in Capernaum
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Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we praise You and thank You because You are worthy to be praised. You are Holy and righteous, perfect and pure. We listen to You in humility and obedience, in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Mark 1: 21-31

Verses 21-28, 21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath day he entered into the synagogue and taught. 22They were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, 24saying, “Ha! What do we have to do with you, Jesus, you Nazarene? Have you come to destroy us? I know you who you are: the Holy One of God!” 25Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him! The unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27
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