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  Disclaimer:


  Note to the Reader




  Viewing this eBook at a higher than optimal text size will cause the reading experience to be altered considerably. Since eBooks are formatted as reflowable text and have to work on many different screens and devices, it is impossible to guarantee that the poems will display as the poet intended. As such, some of the lines will display as multiple lines of text. When this occurs, the turn of the line will be marked with a slight indent, prompting the reader that this is a continuation of a previous line. In order to read the poetry as it was written, we suggest that you read this book at the default font size on your device. Please note, that spacing of some of the poems were either truncated or eliminated to accommodate reflowable text format. Please refer to the print edition of this book for a more accurate rendering of the poetry.
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  "Somebody is always trying to take disadvantage of me."




  —Jesse B. Semple




  INTRODUCTION




  Poet Laureate of the Broke




  RONALD REAGAN'S HEAVILY MADE UP FACE and pompadour were used for two terms by multinationals and the far right to flood the ghettos with crack, destroy the black power movement—his assignment from his patron J. Edgar Hoover—and to drive the poor out of their homes and into the streets. He did this by ending housing subsidies and breaking the unions. The homeless began to appear shortly before his inauguration, an observation made in my Reagan era novel, The Terrible Twos. In his "Reagan's Legacy: Homelessness in America," Peter Dreier wrote:




  

    "The most dramatic cut in domestic spending during the Reagan years was for low-income housing subsidies. Reagan appointed a housing task force dominated by politically connected developers, landlords and bankers. In 1982 the task force released a report that called for ‘free and deregulated markets as an alternative to government assistance—advice Reagan followed. In his first year in office Reagan halved the budget for public housing and Section 8 to about $17.5 billion. And for the next few years he sought to eliminate federal housing assistance to the poor altogether.


  




  

    In the 1980s the proportion of the eligible poor who received federal housing subsidies declined. In 1970 there were 300,000 more low-cost rental units (6.5 million) than low-income renter households (6.2 million). By 1985 the number of low-cost units had fallen to 5.6 million, and the number of low-income renter households had grown to 8.9 million, a disparity of 3.3 million units.
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