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BRUNSTAD MAN
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c 6,000 BC

Discovered at a site south of Oslo, Brunstad Man is a set of skeletal remains believed to date back to around the year 6,000 BC.

Buried in a fetal position within a brick-lined pit – a state typical of burials from the Mesolithic period of the Stone Age – the skeleton appeared to have been placed in a spot away from local communities.

Hunter-gatherers are believed to have migrated north through Europe and into Norway around the year 10,000 BC. They most likely stuck close to coastal areas and existed on a diet of seafood and reindeer meat. The first agricultural settlements emerged around the Oslofjord in c. 1,500 BC.
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SÆMINGR


[image: ]




According to the accounts of Icelandic poet Snorri Sturluson, Sæmingr was an early king of various Norwegian lands. Since he's supposed to have been a son of Odin, historians generally contend that Sæmingr was likely a real person whose story became mythologised.

According to the legend, he first settled in Sweden before establishing a separate kingdom to the west. He set his sons up to rule this land, which is now known as Norway, and all the early kings of the region are supposed to trace their lineage back to this family.

He's most likely the same person as Semingr, a legendary king from Swedish traditions. Many early kings are believed to have tried to legitimise their claims to the throne by claiming descent from these figures.
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WHOEVER INVENTED
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THE LONGSHIP
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We'll never know who invented the famous Viking ships that enabled their people to attack other countries. Most likely, the vessels emerged after years of experimentation.

Until this point, Norway was primarily populated by farmers who struggled to work the difficult northern terrain. The cold climate would have limited their ability to grow more than a few basic crops.

The ships were used to terrorise other countries, allowing early Norwegians to greatly expand their reach. Starting at the end of the 8th century, the Viking Age saw warriors from modern Norway and Sweden launch missions abroad – sometimes in search of trade, but increasingly with hostile intent.
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THE LINDISFARNE RAIDERS
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If there was one event that signalled the emergence of Vikings as a real threat across Europe, that event was the 793 AD attack on Lindisfarne in Northumberland.

While this wasn't the first such raid, it was the first time that Vikings had struck at such a sacred site. The monastery was desecrated, the monks were slaughtered and anything of value was taken as plunder. This was a time when many people used monasteries as a kind of bank, storing their valuables with the monks.

The incident sent shock-waves through England and signalled the start of a period of renewed conflict. Historians generally agree that Lindisfarne was not attacked randomly, but partly as an act of revenge; Christian missionaries had departed from the monastery on their way to convert Norwegian pagans.
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ÅSA HARALDSDOTTIR
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? - c. 834 AD

This semi-legendary 9th century Viking queen was supposedly forced to marry a petty king named Gudrød the Hunter from the south of the country. She later gained revenge by having her husband murdered.

Åsa subsequently took control of her home area Agder, while leaving her stepson to control the rest of the land. She ruled for more than two decades before leaving her land to Halfdan the Black, whose own son Harald Fairhair would go on to become the first king of a unified Norway.

Some historians contend that Åsa is the woman whose body was found buried with the famous Oseberg Viking ship, which is now displayed in a museum in Oslo.
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OHTHERE OF HÅLOGALAND
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At some point toward the end of the 9th century, this Norwegian seafarer arrived at the Anglo-Saxon court of England's King Alfred the Great. He gave an account of his travels that was later set down in a book.

Claiming to be from the very north of Norway, perhaps around the region known today as Tromsø, Ohthere said that he owned hundreds of reindeer and a large number of cattle. His wealth came primarily from the hunting of whales, and also from taxes paid by the Sami.

One of the key elements of Ohthere's story is that he reportedly referred to his homeland as Norway, which marks the earliest known use of this name. His fate after visiting Alfred the Great remains unclear.
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NADDODD
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? - after 825 AD

Born in Agder in southern Norway, Naddodd was an explorer who, during the 9th century AD, became one of the first people to settle in the Faroe Islands.

At one point, on his way back to the islands, Naddodd got lost and found himself on an altogether different and unfamiliar coast. It's from this voyage that he's generally believed to have discovered Iceland.
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