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    Many thanks to God for his blessings and mercies that are new every morning!

 

All scripture is taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV®
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Introduction
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THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK is a small writing found in the section referred to as the “Minor Prophets” in the Old Testament of the Bible. This book was written by the prophet Habakkuk from Judah around the time of the late 600s during the time when the Assyrian empire is starting to decay and the Babylonian empire is coming into power. The people of Judah would have seen their northern brothers in Israel already captured by the Assyrians. They would have experienced the cruelty of the Assyrians and would also be starting to see just how evil the Babylonians were as well. It probably felt like they were trading one evil empire for an empire that was even more evil!

In the midst of this political chaos, Habakkuk is seeking God. He wants to understand where God is and what God is doing. He cries out to God and God answers him. Habakkuk records this conversation so that we can learn more about who God is. 

We have all looked around us at different points in our lives and asked the same question, “But God, why?” We don’t understand the situation that we find ourselves in and we struggle to see God. Habakkuk reminds us that God is right there, in the midst of everything that is going on. He was there for Habakkuk and God will be there for us as well. The prayer is that, like Habakkuk, you will see God in the questions and continue to praise Him through the answers.
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Day 1
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WHY DOES GOD ALLOW evil and wrongdoing? Read Habakkuk chapter 1, focusing on verses 1-4.

1 The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received.

2 How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save?

3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds.

4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.

As we start a new book today, we are focused on one man’s conversation with God. One man is looking out across his world. He sees the political landscape and the structure of the countries he is in, and he does not understand. This man, Habakkuk, comes to God with his questions. This short book has so much truth that we can learn from. Habakkuk questions God and seeks to understand the reasons behind what God is doing.
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