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Your curiosity about the title of this book sparks a desire to uncover the secrets of the lost wealth of the world’s richest continent. I appreciate that thought-provoking opinions that the title may evoke. It’s natural for your mind to seek out robust arguments in defense. In this book, I invite you to temporarily set aside your views on Apartheid and Colonialism. Listen to what I have to say though my views may overflow into the mentioned categories. Continue reading and prepare to be astonished. 

Deep down, you’re eager to ask, ‘What exactly do you mean by African wealth being lost?’ You might believe that we possess all we need, yet ownership eludes us. The products and services you use, are not under your name. You are neither the manufacturer nor a shareholder in these commodities.

The dissonance stirred by the book’s title is entirely justified. Indeed, the continent remains wealthy, yet the perception of its wealth as ‘lost’ is tied to investment strategies that have economically marginalized many African communities. The notion that we, as black people, prefer oppression is a harmful stereotype. It’s been suggested that if we truly desired change, action would have been taken long ago. Why invest in a man who dismantles your future, erodes your culture, and undermines your dignity? Why do some Africans silence those who lead with integrity, only to uphold the very colonial systems that once oppressed them?

Everyone born on African soil is African, regardless of race. The land that first cradled your feet claims you. It is not bloodline or skin tone that defines belonging, but the soil that shaped your first breath. Your elders shape your essence. Language is not inherited through blood; it is gifted by environment. The first word you hear becomes your mother tongue, not because of your skin, but because of your story. 

Our systems often act as barriers, their rigidity deterring smart investment choices. With each new system introduced, it seems more low-value goods flood the African black markets. Meanwhile, behind the scenes, the continent’s raw materials are quietly extracted to bolster faltering foreign economies.

This is more than a forum, it is a call to action. Here, we forge strategies to reclaim Africa’s stolen economic legacy. My mission is not to accuse, but to illuminate. I speak truths in my own voice because I believe that truth, spoken with conviction, has the power to reshape destinies. What you choose to do with what I share in this open discussion is yours alone to decide. But from the very moment you set this book down, the responsibility — and the opportunity — to reshape your future will be in your hands.

Aljazeera

24 May 2017 Nick Deaden article Africa is not poor, but we are stealing its wealth



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Foreword  

[image: ]




My past has imparted important lessons that remain deeply ingrained within me. Among those lessons is the importance of always saying facts. When I speak these truths, I lose people. My words stir anger, provoke discomfort, and sometimes expose the hidden colonial agenda. And almost without fail, I’m told, “You don’t know what you’re talking about.” 

This book provides insightful exploration of historical facts. offering a comprehensive understanding of Africa's past and its implications for the future of the continent.

What’s even more remarkable is that such organic facts cannot be found anywhere else. The type of governance that allows someone to write and publish something does not always permit the discussion of certain sensitive topics. Some educational systems in Africa today do not have such open discussions due to the intention of breading employees. 

This book is remarkable because it applies to all educational and economic levels, making it accessible and relevant to a wide audience. A lot of individuals have mentioned to me that I am skilled at teaching, indicating that it may not necessarily involve solely lecturing in front of a classroom. I wonder if this might be the most effective way to share what I know. Someone believes that possessing knowledge is crucial, however, I argue that the real importance lies in implementing and utilizing that knowledge. 

Many Africans are passing away with their knowledge. Rather than dwelling on the past, we should take action and then provide feedback based on the outcomes. When someone inquired about my actions conflicting with my words, I responded that my book serves as a way for me to practice what I preach.

It is necessary to recover the riches of Africa, but we must acquire them through economic means rather than military intervention. The issue lies within our investment strategies. Altering our strategy towards the type of investment is more important than continuing to adhere to outdated Western systems. 

Do not try to accumulate riches as a continent by exploiting religion, as faith cannot be purchased with money. Introducing religion into the pursuit of wealth will only further deteriorate our existing economic condition. Ceasing efforts to solve problems in foreign countries and instead concentrating on our natural resources, while also investing in a highly efficient secondary sector, could significantly boost economic growth in Africa.
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African soil ( Alkebulan).

Africa’s soil has long been coveted by the world, holding more than 60% of the planet’s untapped arable land alongside vast reserves of gold, diamonds, oil, rare earth minerals, and other resources that power global industries. This wealth has made the continent a persistent target for external powers intent on extraction. Yet such interest often comes at a profound cost, disputes over land, minerals, and political control have fueled conflict, deepened internal divisions, and all too often, spilled blood. Tragically, Africans have at times been set against one another, not for the advancement of their own communities, but in service of foreign interests. 

The enduring question remains: why must a continent so rich in life and promise be made to bleed for the very abundance that should secure its prosperity?

If you’re familiar with African history, you’re aware of the continent’s vast riches. Before delving into why the world’s wealthiest continent is also deemed ‘lost.

Copied from Google: let’s journey back 700 years. It was then discovered that Africa had the most fertile soil on the planet. The 1867 discovery of gold and diamonds in Kimberley sparked European interest, ultimately leading to colonization. Let's take the companies like De Beers for instants.

What was the purpose of De Beers and it’s involvement in Apartheid?

NB: (copied from google) De Beers, a major diamond company, significantly profited from and was intertwined with the system of apartheid in South Africa. While the company's founder, Cecil Rhodes, also had colonial ambitions, the apartheid regime, in place from 1948 to 1994, directly benefited De Beers through the provision of cheap labor and a controlled economic environment. Although De Beers also faced some criticism for its labor practices and was involved in initiatives to address inequality, its overall impact during the apartheid era was one of significant financial gain from the system. 

Crucial questions

Why does African soil/ wealth seen as valueless in the hands of the actual owners than in the hands of the foreign investments? Why are we allowing ourselves to be taken advantage of? What exactly our weakness? Why are we fighting amongst us? Until when should we allow those who are contributing to the old colonial system while we’re fighting amongst each and losing all the natural resources? Why do we have to get worried when there’s a war in foreign countries instead of supporting the ones within Africa? Why are we failing to unite? Is this only because of being greed for money and power or there is something else that we’re unable to answer right now, something more valuable than the two categories?

Africa is a continent abundant in natural resources, which should theoretically make it one of the wealthiest regions in the world. However, the value of these primary resources often appears diminished when in the hands of their original owners compared to foreign entities. This discrepancy can be attributed to several factors, including the perceived value of developed countries’ currencies and their economic strategies. Developed nations have historically been able to command higher prices for their currencies, which in turn allows them to acquire primary resources at lower costs, often through the secondary sector. By implementing strategic economic policies and influencing market perceptions, these countries have managed to maintain a competitive advantage.

Consider why African multi-billionaires might be perceived as less affluent compared to foreign investors. Racism remains a significant economic barrier, with the historical legacy of slavery contributing to a persistent undervaluation of darker skin. Being perceived as poor is one thing, but being treated poorly due to such perceptions is a grave and ongoing error. The root of this issue often lies in mindset and self-perception. 

Education is pivotal. We need to ask more educational questions and foster a mindset that values our assets appropriately. If one’s assets are deemed valueless, there’s a tendency to sell at a lower price or abandon them altogether, leading to disinterest in the market and allowing others to advance and that is wrong. Moreover, the current educational system often prepares individuals to be employees rather than economic leaders within their communities. We need leaders, not just employees. 

Undoubtedly, there exists a significant distinction between serving the nation and merely being an employee. Many employees unknowingly perpetuate harmful and unsustainable systems that negatively impact society, rather than embracing creativity and contributing to national progress through responsible economic stewardship. By harnessing and safeguarding our most valuable natural resources, individuals have the potential to lead transformative change. However, the average employee often lacks awareness or interest in the long-term future of the nation, limiting their role in shaping a more equitable and sustainable society.

We must continue posing these critical questions. The more we interrogate the issues surrounding Africa’s lost wealth, the closer we come to uncovering meaningful solutions. In many of our communities, we often default to hypothetical thinking—asking “if” rather than actively seeking the best path forward. To address this challenge effectively, we must first identify who holds the wealth we seek. Understanding the individuals or entities in control of these resources is a vital step toward reclaiming and redistributing them for the continent’s benefit.

To address these challenges, it’s crucial to reform the educational system to emphasize leadership and economic empowerment. By doing so, we can cultivate a generation that not only values their assets and heritage but also possesses the skills and knowledge to lead their societies towards economic prosperity. We should stop implementing educational systems that breads employees. This type of educational system is more harmful than it initially appears. Beneath its surface, it often perpetuates outdated frameworks, suppresses critical thinking, and limits the creative potential of learners. Without meaningful reform, such systems risk undermining societal progress and failing to equip individuals with the tools needed to address complex national and global challenges.

Africa’s greatness will not be built by education alone; the conduct of white people must change as well. Liberate the Black person, and you will discover abundance beyond measure. In freeing Black people, you free the Earth itself, allowing it to heal. History shows that capitalism has long been sustained by white privilege, and that religions such as Christianity have often flourished through the oppression of Black people. So yes, free Black people, and you free the world, opening the door to a future where all can live in happiness and plenty. We all know that Black people carry a unique DNA that white people depend on for survival. So why not protect this valuable DNA to ensure it remains strong and healthy?

We are missing strong innovative individuals

We require courageous individuals who are ready to embrace calculated risks to significantly advance the African economy. There is no necessity for imported tertiary goods and services, nor is there a need for military intervention to reclaim wealth, we do not seek conflicts against advanced first world countries. Instead, we should employ the most effective business strategies to eradicate economic disparities within our continent. True leadership is characterized by the ability to devise strategic solutions that secure and enhance valuable assets.

The wealth of Africa, often characterized by its abundant natural resources, remains largely under the control of foreign investments rather than in the hands of its citizens. Despite gaining independence from colonial powers nearly two to three decades ago, some African countries have not shown substantial economic improvement. This stagnation is not due to a lack of resources but rather to systemic issues that create barriers to progress. Poor leadership has been a critical factor in these circumstances. The remnants of colonial systems still influence approximately 60% of the African continent. Zimbabwe, for example, gained independence earlier than many other African nations, including South Africa. However, today, Zimbabwe is among the poorest countries, which can be attributed to economic mismanagement.

We are not only marginalizing the real leaders in Africa, but we are also silencing them. Time and again, great leaders who propose viable solutions to economic challenges meet untimely ends. Instead of uniting under a single economic vision, we find ourselves divided by multiple political agendas. This division is one of the reasons why our economies are overshadowed by foreign nations, which often present a united front. This unity enables them to access Africa’s raw materials more easily. These primary raw materials are purchased at low costs, processed abroad, and then returned to us as finished products at a much higher price. Moreover, the import taxes imposed on these goods and services, which are derived from the very raw materials we exported, only add to the economic burden.

Why did the CIA allegedly send Carl Colby to give Bob Marley a pair of shoes containing a needle after which he developed cancer only weeks later? What was the real motive behind their actions? Even before that, they had reportedly sent two armed agents to Marley’s home in an attempt to kill him by gunfire. Why? And why did they also attempt to kill Maxwell Chikumbudzo through food poisoning? Does darker skin threaten the world? And if so, in what way could we possibly be a threat to the rest of the world?

The real value of the foreign currencies.

Foreign currencies do not have an intrinsic base value like physical commodities such as gold, diamonds, or oil. However, some currencies are indirectly linked to these natural resources through various mechanisms. (You’ll have to forgive me, I don’t fully understand how markets work. Just like I was once told, “You don’t know what you’re talking about.” And maybe she was right. I need to go back to school and learn how to write properly) Foreign currencies do indirectly depend on commodities, their stability and value are influenced by factors such as gold reserves, natural resources, and economic policies.  Proximate 30% of the world entire minerals reserves are in Africa. 
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