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“The dangers are more real than I wanted to believe them to be.” – Anonymous Downhill Skier   
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North Creek, New York

The Dead of Winter

Present Day

I blame fucking Chief APD Homicide Detective Nick Miller. It wasn’t my bright idea to slap on a pair of skis and tumble down a snow and ice-covered mountainside when I could have been doing something much more productive and much less painful with my quality time. I’m a city boy after all. 

WTF.

But Fat 1977 Elvis was elated with our new assignment. He insisted that we make a mini-ski-cation out of it. We could drive to the Adirondack Mountains not only to look into what was being called an accidental downhill skiing death of a local Albany crooner by the name of Sonny Day whom Elvis knew personally, but we could get in a couple of days of skiing which, when translated, meant hanging out in the lodge bar and hitting on lonely middle-aged women who looked good in tight ski pants.

“Plus, maybe I can get a gig at the bar, Moonlight,” Elvis said. “Who don’t like them some Elvis after a thrilling day on the slopes?”

“Me,” I might have answered, but when it came to the King and Fat Elvis’s infatuation with him, it was best to keep your trap shut. But I’m getting ahead of my skis here (pun entirely intended).

Mere hours later, we were up at dark-thirty. We made the drive in my Jeep from Albany, up past Lake George through the majestic Adirondack Mountains to a New York State-owned and operated resort called, get this, Gore Mountain. If that didn’t sound like the title of a winter-season horror movie, I don’t know what else would have.

Instead of just heading up the lift in our everyday boots to meet up with the State Police, Elvis insisted we rent skis. Just like that, we found ourselves on a ski lift heading up to the mountaintop. I didn’t have any proper ski clothing, so I had no choice but to wear my black leather coat, Levi's jeans, and a black skull cap for a ski hat. My aviator sunglasses helped block the glare from the sun reflecting on the snow. 

Elvis decided to do some advertising while he was on the mountain, so he wore his Fat Elvis costume of Evil Knievel white bell-bottomed jumper, blue cape tied at the neck, pro-wrestling belt, and thick metal-framed sunglasses, over his long Johns. Naturally, he wore gloves, but he didn’t wear a hat, preferring instead to coif his thick, black-dyed hair into a six-inch thick ducktail attached to two porkchop sideburns.

All the way up the mountain, he was belting out, “It’s now or never, come hold me close...”

Every now and then, a skier who knew what he was doing would stop in his tracks, focus up at us, and grin.

“Elvis,” he’d bark. “Fucking Elvis is in the house.”

Or on the mountain, anyway. Like I said, we’d already made arrangements to meet some State Police at the scene of Sonny’s crash. It was the first item of law enforcement business. Correction, our first item of business was untangling our limbs from one another after we crashed and burned while attempting to disembark from the chairlift.

“Jesus, Moonlight,” Elvis barked while rolling on the ground, doing his best to collect his poles and ejected skis. “Ain’t you ever skied before?”

From down on my knees, I grabbed my rented skis while the irritated lift attendant waited for us inside his mountaintop shack.

“Hurry it the fuck up,” someone yelled from the chair directly behind ours. I glanced at him. He was a college-age snowboarder. “It’s fucking cold out.”

He was sucking on a vape device that, judging by the skunk smell, was filled with pot. Recreational pot, to be more specific. This was uber-liberal New York State after all, where drugs mixed with life-threatening sports were encouraged. I was carrying my piece in my shoulder holster. For a quick second, I thought about shooting him in the face. But then, considering I would be committing Capital Murder, I thought better of it.  

When Elvis and I managed to collect our gear and move out of the way of the lift, the operator started her back up again. Elvis and I stood off to the side and awkwardly shoved our boots back into our ski bindings. When the snowboarder flew by us, I made sure my pole got in his way. The tip of his board caught my pole, and he faceplanted right at our feet. His vape device went flying.

“What...the fuck?” he screamed, jumping up.

“Sorry, buddy,” I said, trying to hold in a belly laugh. “You need some help?”

“Not from a Boomer like you, retard,” he said while collecting his pipe and shoving it in his hoodie pocket.

“Hey, that ain’t nice,” Elvis said. “My friend ain’t retarded. He might qualify as a special needs person, but he ain’t retarded.” 

Said retard wiped the snow off his body and sped away. That is, he sped away, but not without giving us the finger.

“Bet you got a man bun,” I shouted.

“Bet your mother does too,” he said before disappearing along a narrow trail flanked by thick trees.

That’s when I pulled off my glove and pulled out a Gore Mountain ski map. Elvis looked over my shoulder.

“You got a real knack for making friends, Moonlight, you know that?” he said.

“I am good at making friends,” I said. “But making enemies is my specialty.”

“Where we going?” Elvis said, changing the subject.

A couple of skiers went by. They both did a double-take at the sunglasses-wearing King before moving on. 

“The Staties said to meet them at the top of a trail called Showcase,” I said. “You know it?”

“I ain’t never skied this mountain,” he said. “Just the bunny slopes at the little hills right outside the city.”

I looked closely at the map until I found a long run named Showcase. It was marked by a blue box, which meant it required intermediate skills to ski. I didn’t even possess basic skills. Oh well, nothing like learning while on the job.

“It’s not far from here,” I said. “Let’s just do this already.”

“You go first, Moonlight,” Elvis said, “just in case you get into trouble.”

“Don’t worry about me,” I said, my eyes staring at the steep slope that led to the beginning of Showcase. “You just worry about not breaking your own neck.”

That’s when I pointed my skis downhill, and gravity took over.
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Fucking Miller. There, I said it again. No, that’s not right. Fucking Miller and fucking Fat Elvis. If it wasn’t for them, I might not have been careening at fifty miles per hour not only toward Showcase but what was a hell of a lot worse, the thick woods that bordered the right side of the trail. With each passing second and each foot of icy snow I covered, I built up more uncontrollable speed. Heart in my mouth and blood pumping through my veins far faster than nature or Jesus intended, my wide-open eyes stared at the thick trees I was about to crash into. And there wasn’t a damn thing I could do about it.

“Fall, Moonlight,” Elvis barked. “Fall down why don’t ya? Moonlight falls.” 

The thick woods were approaching. So was my impending doom. I could just see the headline now: SUICIDAL PI KILLS HIMSELF ON SKI SLOPE!

“I don’t know how to fall,” I screamed.

Then it happened. I crossed over the tree line, and just like that, I was surrounded by woods. My left ski tip caught a small pine tree, and my boot ejected from the binding. Just as quickly, the right ski caught something hard, and it too caused my boot to release. Since the angle of the slope was steep, I proceeded to roll head over heel three, maybe four times before I came to a stop.

Opening my eyes, I could see that while my sunglasses were still attached to my head, they were all sorts of cock-eyed and attached to only one of my ear lobes. I was covered in snow, and my body felt like a boulder had been dropped on it. As my eyes focused, I could see two people dressed all in grey. They were wearing matching Stetsons. One of them was a tall middle-aged man, and the other was a cute-as-a-button female. She was much shorter than her male partner, but in very good shape for a woman who had to be close to fifty.

“Is one of you Jesus?” I said, spitting snow and ice out my mouth, praying that I didn’t spit out a tooth along with it.

“That was just beautiful,” the male New York State Trooper said. “That kind of wipeout takes real talent. You lost every piece of equipment. They refer to that as a perfect yard sale.”
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