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​​Never Enough Blurb
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BE GOOD ENOUGH NEVER is...

Anthony Accardi is a man on a mission: make his father’s watch company a success while bringing in millions of dollars. 

To do that, he needs an assistant to fill in and he needs one now. 

When Rosalee Clarkson walks through his door, he’s immediately drawn to her wit, intelligence and of course, her beauty. She’ll be a perfect fit for the job and when he discovers her living situation is less than ideal, he does what any wealthy bachelor would do—he offers her the use of his guesthouse. 

She accepts, with one condition—nothing can happen between them. Can they really commit to that?

Only time will tell...
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​Chapter One
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Anthony

––––––––
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I LEANED BACK IN MY fancy, ergonomic chair that was supposed to save me a lot of back and neck pain after sitting in it for long hours. It had been a worthy investment and was usually a huge help. I had discovered sitting behind a desk all day could be very painful. Who would have thought sitting on one’s ass, staring at numbers and talking on the phone, could be so physically and mentally exhausting? I found out the hard way. After the first few weeks on the job, I learned. There was nothing that could fight the fatigue that came from sitting behind a desk for twelve hours a day. My eyes were tired and my brain was weary.  

I rubbed my eyes under my black-rimmed glasses, before righting them and blinking several times to clear my vision. It was almost seven o’clock and I was all alone in the office. It was nothing new. I knew it took a lot of hard work and a lot of hours to generate numbers like the ones I was looking at. I’d been combing through every line of the quarterly profit and loss report since it hit my desk a couple hours ago. 

It was beautiful, and I had no shame in giving myself a well-deserved pat on the back. I earned it. We blew last year’s sales out of the water. I had set targets that were declared unreachable. I knew better. I knew what we could do, and I had been right. The company was making money hand over fist, and I knew it was all because of me and my direction. I had taken my father’s company and turned it from great to outstanding. It was my hard work and my business sense that was making the Accardi family name one of the wealthiest in the world. 

My self-congratulation was interrupted by a soft knock on the frame of my open office door. I looked up to see the elderly office cleaning lady, Miss Rosie, standing there looking at me. She was scowling, which told me I was in her way. 

“Good evening, Miss Rosie,” I said with a friendly smile, hoping to disarm with my charm.

She stepped inside the office. “Mr. Accardi, you are going to work yourself into an early grave. Why are you still here? You should be out with people your own age, having fun and dating beautiful women.”

“Rosie, call me Anthony please,” I insisted. 

“Your father would not want you working so hard. You’re young, have fun and enjoy your life while you still have your health. You know it won’t last forever.” She raised an eyebrow at me. 

It was the same lecture she had been giving me for years. Rosie had worked for my father before I took over. I had known her since I was an awkward adolescent. She felt more like my grandmother than the woman who kept our offices clean and tidy. I had hired her several helpers to make her job easier, but she was the only one allowed to clean my office. She was one of the few people in the world I trusted. 

“I’m thirty-two. You make it sound like I’ve got one foot in the grave already,” I retorted. 

She mumbled something in Spanish. “It goes by so fast. You young people have no idea.”

“I’m just taking care of a few last-minute things. I’ll be out of your hair soon enough,” I told her. 

She put a hand on her hip and gave me a stern look. “You better, young man, or I will chase you out of here with my vacuum,” she warned. 

I laughed, knowing she would do it. She had done it plenty of times in the past. 

“I promise, give me ten minutes and then I will be out of your hair.” I promised her with my most charming smile and a wink for good measure.

She scowled at me. “That cute little smile isn’t going to work on me, mister.”

I chuckled, knowing it had been a futile attempt at charming her. 

I watched as she closed the door behind her. I heard the vacuum turn on, and I knew I had very little time before she came back in and kicked me out. It was either leave or be asked to move left and right while she cleaned around me. 

I set the financial report to the side and looked at the sketches I had been working on earlier. I stared at the crude drawing of a watch. I was not an artist. I did not share my father’s talent to imagine a design and put it on paper with perfect detail. I was struggling a bit, but I knew what I wanted. It was an idea I had, but I didn’t know how to make it happen. My father was a brilliant man and had started the company thirty years ago. His watchmaking business had started out in the living room of the tiny house we had lived in when I was a child. 

His watches were unique, elegant, and of the highest quality. He had handcrafted every single watch in the early years, with no two looking identical. That was then, and this was now. Now, the company was in the business of producing on a much more practical level. Quality was still what the Accardi name was known for, but I wanted to branch out. The more branches the company had, the more revenue. I wanted to make so much money that for generations to come, my family wouldn’t have to worry about being poor. I knew my father didn’t share my thoughts on the matter. I couldn’t understand why he didn’t want to make more money. It was one of those things I would never understand. 

I tapped my pencil against the crude sketch. I would need to take it to the development team. They could take my idea and make it happen. The watch I was attempting to create looked like it cost thousands of dollars, but it would be around the three-hundred-dollar price range. That would open us up to more stores that could carry the line and an entire new customer base. I was seeing dollar signs, lots of dollar signs. 

I flipped the page of my sketchbook and smiled at the other watch face I had created. Along with dabbling in the less expensive watch line, I wanted to go back to the early days. I wanted to produce watches that were made by hand from start to finish. Every diamond would be carefully placed. Every detail would be attended to. The quality would be head and shoulders above anything else that was out there. The design would ooze wealth and luxury. It would be indulgent and decadent for those who loved to make a statement. Only the wealthiest consumers would be able to buy from the elite line of watches I was imagining. 

With the most recent financial report in the books, I felt confident now was the time to start expanding the company. I had held off, taking small steps in doing so, wanting to test the waters. It had paid off. The few stores we had opened were doing well. Sales were continuously increasing. Our company name sold itself. The various jewelry lines we had branched into were all bringing in the money. 

“Okay, Anthony,” Rosie said, opening my door and smiling. 

I looked at the clock and realized she’d given me a few extra minutes. “All right, all right, I’m going,” I told her, standing up and stuffing the report and sketchbook into my briefcase. I’d work on it tonight when I got home. It wasn’t like I had anything—or anyone—else to do. 

I walked to the coatrack and grabbed my tailored suit jacket, sliding it on and then buttoning it. I didn’t mind relaxing my look when I was alone in the office, but when I walked out those doors, I had an image to uphold. My father had always insisted on Italian suits that were perfectly tailored. They made a man looked refined and well put together. It showed a man who cared about his appearance, which was important. It was one of the things I had admired about my father and found myself dressing the same way. I was the new head of the company and I knew how important tradition was, even if my father and I had differing opinions about the direction of the company. 

Thinking about my father, I froze. “Oh shit,” I muttered under my breath. 

“What’s wrong?” Rosie asked. 

“I’ve got to go. I was supposed to have dinner with my dad.” I groaned. 

“Don’t leave your father waiting. You better hurry,” she scolded. 

I grabbed my briefcase and rushed out the door. I had gotten distracted, caught up in the report, and forgot all about the dinner. I rushed through the lobby of the building our offices were in and nodded at the doorman, not stopping for small talk. I was late—really late. I headed for my Mercedes, quickly pulling onto the road and weaving through traffic. I drove straight for the deli where my dad used to get his lunch five days a week. 

“Good evening, Mr. Accardi.” The old man behind the counter greeted me in his thick Bronx accent. 

“Hi, Gino. Can I get a couple sandwiches?” I asked, not needing to be specific. 

He knew the order well. I had been coming by at least once a week and before me, it was my dad. My dad had eaten the same damn thing for lunch almost every single day of his life. Even when he had plenty of money in the bank, he chose to eat a crappy sandwich. Okay, maybe the sandwiches weren’t crappy, but they weren’t worthy of eating that often. My dad snubbed some of the finer things in life, like fresh sushi and seafood in general. 

“How’s Luca?” he asked as he put together the smoked meat sandwiches.

I shrugged. “He’s doing all right,” I said, not really giving an answer. 

I didn’t really know what to say. People in the neighborhood loved my dad. He was a rags-to-riches story and a bit of a hero not only in the Italian community but around the Bronx in general. If only they could see him now. I doubted anyone would recognize him. He certainly wouldn’t know them—or maybe he would, I mused. With the sandwiches in hand, I hurried out the door and back in my car. I navigated through the streets of New York City and out of town. 

I saw the sprawling estate on my right and flipped on the blinker, drawing in a deep breath for strength and a lot of patience. I passed the Cedar Creek Assisted Living sign and cringed. I hated seeing my dad in the home, but it was for the best. He had to be there. I certainly wasn’t able to take care of him in his advanced years.

I parked in one of the visitors spots and raced toward the front doors, checking my watch as I moved. It was almost eight. Thankfully, the home didn’t enforce visiting hours all that much. I walked to reception desk and signed in. 

“Good evening, Mr. Accardi.” One of the aides greeted me with a smile. 

“Hi, I hope he’s still up,” I said, grimacing. 

She nodded. “He’s in his room. He had a good day today.”

My brows shot up. “Really?” I asked, unable to hide my excitement.

“Yep, he was lucid and knew what day it was earlier, but you know how these things go,” she said in a kind voice. 

I nodded. “I understand. I tried to get here earlier.”

“Hey, don’t worry about it. No one can predict these moments. You’re here now,” she said, reassuring me. 

“Thanks,” I said, walking down the hall toward his room.  

This moment was always nerve-racking. I knew what to expect, but I couldn’t help but get my hopes up a little. Would he know who I was today?
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​Chapter Two
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Rosalee

––––––––
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I WATCHED OUT THE WINDOW as the runway, with its perfect row of lights, came into view. I could see my reflection in the small glass window and quickly adjusted the high bun I had piled my long blond hair in. It wasn’t neat and tidy, but what could anybody expect after sitting on a plane for hours. The woman sitting next to me was still snoring away, clueless we were about to land and that naptime was over. The plane touched down, the familiar jerk sparking my excitement. I was home!

I couldn’t wait to see Anna. She had cleared her schedule in order to pick me up. I missed my family while I was gone, but it was her I really missed. I couldn’t wait to catch up and hang out with her.

The plane taxied down the JFK runway, taking us to the terminal to finally disembark after what felt like the longest flight ever. I waited patiently, eager to get off the plane and stretch my legs after the transatlantic flight. After finally being herded off single file, I picked up the pace, stretching my legs as I ate up the distance through the airport, making my way to where I knew Anna would be waiting. 

“Rosalee!” I heard my name being shouted and spun around trying to find her. 

I couldn’t see her in the throng of people, who were all anxious to see their loved ones and had formed small crowds. 

“Rosalee Clarkson!” I heard her shout again and finally found Anna. She was bouncing up and down, her hand stuck up high in the air. Her brown hair was pulled up in a ponytail, her lean figure in a pair of skinny jeans and a sweater.

I smiled and made my way through the crowd, doing my best not to push anyone, but quickly growing irritated by their refusal to move. I was tired and cranky and really wanted to see my friend. I pushed through the last row of people and made it to her. Anna threw her arms around my neck, squeezing me tight. 

“You’re here!” she shouted in my ear.

“Hi,” I said, pulling away, her voice damn near shattering my ear drum.

“I’m so happy to see you! I’ve missed you like crazy!” she squealed. 

I laughed. “Anna, we’ve talked and Skyped almost every day!”

“Not the same. It’s been six months since I’ve been able to actually see you!” she said, excitement making her voice higher than usual. 

“I’ve missed you. Thank you so much for picking me up,” I told her. 

“Of course. I wouldn’t miss this for the world,” she said as we began to move toward the baggage claim area. 

“Is it cold out?” I asked, taking in the wool sweater she was wearing. 

She shrugged. “You know New York in May. It can be hot as hell during the day and cold as ice at night. I wasn’t taking any chances.”

I laughed, looking down at my traveling attire of a long, short-sleeve shirt, leggings, and my ballet flats. “I’m going to freeze.”

“Nah, you’ve been in a cold climate. You should be used to the chill.”

“Ireland wasn’t that cold, not all the time. It was actually a lot like New York, minus the lack of sunshine,” I told her. 

“I bet it was beautiful,” she said wistfully. 

I nodded. “It was. I loved it. I can’t wait to go back one day.”

“Not too soon!”

I shrugged, not committing to anything. 

We made it to the baggage claim area and it wasn’t long before I saw my two suitcases coming around. I stepped forward to grab one. A kind man grabbed it for me. I smiled and thanked him, then pointed out my second one, which he eagerly snatched. 

With Anna grabbing one and me taking the other, we headed out of the airport to begin the long hike to where her car was parked. I inhaled the city air, happy to be back home. The sound of jets coming in and taking off filled the air. The night sky had that glow that I was so familiar with—light pollution, they called it—but I preferred to think of it as a sign of living. I had truly enjoyed the night skies with stars so bright it looked like a million spotlights hanging from the blackness, but there was something about home and the busy life of one of the most active cities in the world.

“Are you sure these are going to fit?” I asked her, staring at the trunk of her tiny Toyota Camry and my rather large suitcases. 

She shrugged a shoulder. “I hope there’s nothing breakable.”

“Anna!”

She laughed. “I’m joking. They’ll fit. If not, we can put one in the back of the car.”

I nodded and helped her wiggle the suitcases into place before getting into the passenger seat. I leaned back, resting my head against the headrest. It felt good to be home. I loved traveling, but I also loved Anna and the city.

“I hate how doing nothing but sitting can leave you feeling so exhausted,” I mumbled. 

“I think what you’re experiencing is called jet lag,” she said dryly. 

I laughed. “Maybe a little, but I kind of want to go for a run around the block, but at the same time, I want to crawl into bed and sleep for a week. I’m tired of sitting, but I have no energy to move.”

“Take it easy tonight, tomorrow we can do something,” she assured me. 

I nodded and watched the scenery go by as she headed for her tiny studio apartment. I was going to be crashing with her for the time being. I knew I could go home to my parents’ house, but that was not cool. I didn’t want to be twenty-eight and living at home. That whole idea of their roof, their rules did not appeal to me, and I knew it would be strictly enforced. I had to get a job and get my own place.

We made it up the three flights of stairs, my poor suitcases bouncing along behind us as we climbed the narrow stairs of the building that was older than dirt. It was a small miracle the place was still standing. I couldn’t bitch too much about the run-down place. At least Anna had a place to call home. I was homeless and a little broke. The moment she pushed the door open, there was a flying ball of snow-white fur attacking my feet. 

I screamed, kicking my foot and launching said ball of fur across the room. “What the hell was that?” I shrieked. 

Anna was laughing so hard there were tears streaming down her face. “That was Snowball!”

“What the hell is a Snowball?” I asked in horror, standing in the doorway, too terrified to take another step inside. 

“You know Snowball. I told you about him,” she said, wiping the tears from her cheeks. 

“You said you had a cat. Whatever just mauled me was not a cat.”

“Here kitty, kitty,” she said in a singsong voice. 

I didn’t move. I was not convinced the thing that had tried to swallow my foot whole was of the feline variety. The thing was huge and had teeth for days. 

A huge fluffy white cat jumped onto the sofa and began purring loudly, staring at me with ugly yellow eyes. I stared at the beast, more convinced than ever it wasn’t all cat. It had to be part mountain lion or tiger. No cat should ever be that big, I decided. 

“Anna, where did you get that?” I asked, taking a tentative step forward and closing the door behind me. 

“I found him. He was scared, wet, and cold. I had to take him and his sister, Twinkie. They would have died out there. You can’t say anything. My landlord doesn’t know they live here and would boot me out on the street if she ever found out. She’s a cranky woman and hates animals.”

I nodded, remembering she said she had two cats. I prepared myself for another attack. My eyes darted around the tiny room, scanning for anything white and furry. 

“Where is it?” I asked. 

“Where is what?” she asked, her fingers running through the cat’s fur as it purred so loud, I wondered if it had an amplifier hooked up to its throat. 

“The Twinkie cat,” I grumbled. 

“Twinkie is shy. She likes to be coaxed out of hiding,” Anna replied, pushing my suitcase to the side of the room. 

“Is she going to attack me?”

“No, she’s not like that. Snowball is still a kitten. He’s a little feisty. Twinkie is more laid-back,” she assured me. 

“That’s a kitten?” I asked looking at the massive cat that had to weigh at least twenty pounds. 

“Yep.”

“Please tell me it’s not going to grow any bigger.”

She giggled. “He might get a little bigger.”

I took a wide step around the cat and sat down in the only chair in the room, giving the cat the couch. The second I sat down, a light brown, much smaller ball of fur jumped into my lap and began smelling me. 

“Uh, Anna?” I asked, not moving, staring at the cat on my lap.

She turned around and looked. “Oh, there she is.”

“This is Twinkie?”

“Yep, see, I told you she was much smaller and calmer than her brother.”

I nodded and reached out to pet the cat that was making itself at home on my lap. It was actually a little soothing to hear the cat purring softly as she settled in. I closed my eyes, leaning my head back before I sat bolt upright so fast, I scared the cat, sending it flying off my lap. 

“Oh shit!” I cried out. 

“What? What’s wrong?” she asked, her eyes darting around the room. 

“I forgot to tell my parents I wasn’t going to go to their house for dinner.” I groaned. 

“You forgot?” She raised an eyebrow, clearly not believing me. 

“When my flight got delayed, I totally forgot about calling them.”

She shook her head. “Joan and Phil are not going to be happy with you,” she teased. 

I rolled my eyes. “When are my parents ever happy with me?”

“They know you’re a bit of a space cadet. I doubt they’ll be mad at you for long,” she assured me. 

“Thanks. I better call them,” I muttered, digging my phone out of my purse. 

“Want a drink? Wine, water?” she asked, moving to her fridge. 

I shrugged. “Got any beer?”

She raised an eyebrow. “A beer? Um, no, I don’t have beer.” Her lip curled in disgust. 

“Water’s fine,” I replied absently. 

My mother didn’t answer her phone, which told me she was pissed. I wasn’t surprised. I seemed to let them down a lot. I wasn’t quite the dutiful daughter they had hoped for. They had my brother to pin their hopes and dreams on. I left her a voice mail, apologizing for my absence and promising to make it up to her later. 

“No answer, huh?” Anna asked. 

I laughed. “No, I’m not surprised. Hell, they probably forgot I was coming into town tonight anyway. They would have ended up standing me up.”

She laughed, handing me a glass of ice water. “Maybe. So, what’s with this beer thing?”

“I got used to drinking beer in the pubs,” I said, shrugging a shoulder. 

“Interesting. So tell me, when you’re leaving again?” she asked, knowing me all too well. 

“I just got home!” I protested. 

“And I know you’re already itching to go again.”

I laughed. “I do like to travel. I love exploring the world.”

“You’re a rolling stone,” she said with a warm smile. “I hate to leave, but I have a late class tonight.”

“I’m sorry! I had no idea you had to work,” I said, feeling guilty. 

She laughed. “I don’t think teaching a yoga class can be called work. I’ll be home by ten. Help yourself to whatever is in the fridge. There’s a pillow and blanket in the closet,” she said, grabbing her purse and gym bag before heading out the door. 

I looked at the white cat that was staring at me like I could be dinner. 

“Don’t even think about it,” I warned. 

The cat meowed in response before curling into a ball and falling asleep. 
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​Chapter Three
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Anthony

––––––––
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I COULD FEEL THE APPREHENSION and nerves coursing through my body as I made my way down the hall toward my father’s room. I punched in the code that allowed me access to the hall where his room was located. It was a security feature I appreciated. When I had first visited the home, I was worried they were trying to imprison their residents, but after my father escaped from his other home, I realized it was for his own safety. The Alzheimer’s left him confused most days and I didn’t want to get the call he had wandered away from the home. 

I knocked on his door. “Dad?” I called out. 

He didn’t answer. I didn’t expect him to, but I didn’t like the idea of barging in on him. I turned the door handle and walked into the large room. It had a nice sitting area and a large, comfortable bed that looked nothing like the standard hospital bed I found in most of the homes I toured. 

I saw him sitting in the recliner, a fire crackling in the fireplace, even if it was gas and the sounds were nothing more than sound effects. It was soothing and something that had sold me on the room.

“Dad,” I said, walking into the room. 

He looked up at me. “Anthony!” he greeted, and I felt my heart practically swell four sizes too big. 

He remembered me. 

“Hi, Dad. I stopped and got us some sandwiches. Gino said to tell you hi,” I said as I moved to sit in the empty seat. 

“Good. I’m starving. They only feed me healthy crap in here,” he grumbled. 

I chuckled. “It’s healthy because that’s good for you.”

He took a bite of his sandwich, nodding. “This is good for me.”

“How’ve you been, Dad?” I asked him, knowing the answer could be just about anything. I never knew when his mind was going to drift to sometime long ago.

He looked at me and smiled, rising from his chair and walking to the small table where I unpacked the sandwiches. 

“I’ve been good. We went for a walk this morning. This place has a gorgeous flower garden, it reminds me of my mother’s garden back in Italy,” he said with a smile. 

“I’m glad you like it. Did you get to see the geese?” I asked. 

“I hate those damn geese. They shit all over and squawk all damn day,” he grumbled. 

I laughed, glad to have his normal temperament back. “They’re supposed to make you feel calm.”

“Who can be calm with those things constantly honking and chasing everyone around?”

“Other than the geese, how was the rest of your day?” I asked him, taking a healthy bite of my sandwich. 

He nodded. “I played poker with Robert. The guy can never remember what cards he’s holding.” He laughed. 

I chuckled along with him, not wanting to point out that, on most days, it was usually him who couldn’t remember how to play poker. 

“I hope you didn’t take him for everything,” I joked. 

My dad shrugged a shoulder. “Not everything.”

I threw my head back and laughed, glad to have my old dad back. “Have you been able to watch the Yankees?” I asked him, wanting to keep the conversation going. I never knew when he would fade on me. 

He nodded and then stopped, looking thoughtful. “I don’t know.”

“Well, they’re not doing great. You’re not missing anything,” I lied. 

He took another bite of the sandwich. He looked out the window and I was afraid I was losing him. He had that look in his eyes. It was a look I had seen for years before I realized what was happening inside his brain. He would be there one minute, and then the next, he would think he was back in Italy.

“I’ve been doing a little sketching today. I miss my job. I miss using my hands and making things ticktock,” he said on a sigh. 

“I’m sorry, Dad. It was a good time to retire. You can’t work forever,” I told him. 

“You mean I can’t work because I’m old,” he shot back in his usual feisty way. 

“No, it isn’t that. It’s the natural order of things. I’m your son. You always wanted me to take over the business so you could retire,” I said, reminding him. 

He looked me in the eye. “You never wanted the business. You wanted to make millions and be rich,” he said sternly. 

“I changed. I like the business. I’m enjoying the challenge,” I told him, leaving out the part where I was still set on making millions. 

“How are things at work? Didn’t you tell me you were opening a new store in Los Angeles?” he asked. 

I was eager to tell him about all my success. I had tried to tell him before, but he hadn’t been able to understand. In his mind, he was still the head of the company. 

“Things are good, great really,” I told him. “We did open the store in LA and another one in Denver. Both are doing excellent. I couldn’t have asked for more.”

“It’s a small family business, don’t forget that,” he warned. 

“I haven’t forgotten. I’m taking care of your business, Dad. I promise you, I won’t let you down. I want you to be proud with the way I’m making it grow,” I told him.  

He got a wistful look in his eye. “I miss my work. I want to sketch. I want to tinker with my timepieces,” he whispered. 

“I’ll have a workstation set up for you in here. You can sketch whenever you’d like. I have all your old tools at my place. I’ll bring them in,” I told him, knowing I was going to have to get it cleared with the home. They wouldn’t argue. I’d give them some extra money and it would be okay. 

He nodded, his eyes lighting up. “That would be nice. I get so bored in here. Do you know they lock us in here?”

I cleared my throat. “It’s to make sure you’re safe.”

I could tell by the look on his face he didn’t believe me. It was moments like these I loved and hated at the same time. He was lucid, but he didn’t remember anything about what he said or did when he was in the full grip of the dementia. 

“Did you bring your work with you?” he asked, nodding at my briefcase. 

I looked at the case and, on a whim, I pulled out my sketches and slid the sketchbook over to him.

“I did.” 

“What’s this?” he asked me, flipping open the first page.

“I’ve been doing some brainstorming. It’s time to add something new,” I told him. 

He kept turning the pages, making small sounds of approval. He stopped on the watch I had been sketching for the elite line. 

“What’s this?” he asked. 

I smiled. “It’s an idea I had for a new line.”

He wrinkled his nose, staring at the drawing. “No, no, no, son.”

It wasn’t the answer I had been expecting. “What? What do you mean no?”

He shook his head, waving his wrinkled hand over the page. “It’s too much. It’s gaudy. Look at it. Are those supposed to be diamonds?”

“Yes. Diamonds, perfect diamonds arranged around the face,” I explained, assuming he wasn’t able to see my design clearly because of my lack of drawing skills. 

“Son, you always want flashy. Flashy isn’t better.”

“But, Dad, I want to create a watch that appeals to the customers with the most exquisite tastes. They want quality. They want bling,” I explained to him. 

“Anthony, a watch should be masculine with clean lines. The details are in the craft, not in the flashy style,” he said in a low voice. 

He spoke with passion when he talked about watches. It was strange to hear a man so passionate about timepieces, but he had always been that way for as long as I could remember. It brought back images of him tinkering at the small kitchen table in our house, my mother bringing him food when he wouldn’t stop working long enough to eat a meal. 

“I understand that, but we need to step out of that comfort zone. We need to create watches that are befitting of a man with wealth. A man who demands only the best,” I told him, doing my best to keep my frustration in check. 

Dad made a snorting sound. “My watches are the best. It’s what’s inside that counts. Who cares how flashy it is. It is designed to give the time and complement one’s appearance. It isn’t meant to be a testament to a man’s bank account.”

“Dad, we need to make money. This new line I want to create will do that. They will bring in a great deal of money. The profit margin is excellent,” I told him.

He shook his head, his thick gray hair falling over his forehead. “Money isn’t everything.”

I respected my father too much to tell him how I felt about his theory. Money, a lot of money, was keeping him in his comfortable room with all the creature comforts. Without my business expertise, he’d be in some tiny room in some state-run facility. 

“Dad, it’s time to grow the company. I want to make you proud. You should see how well things are going,” I said excitedly. 

He looked into my eyes. His blue eyes were still fiery and so full of life. I had inherited a lot of my looks from him. I often wondered if I would look like him when I was seventy-four. I dreaded the idea of losing my memories to a horrible disease, but I was happy to know good hair genes ran in the family. I would have a full head of white hair if I was anything like my father. 

“Anthony, you don’t have a wife. You don’t have children. Why?”

I shrugged a shoulder. “I’ve been working a lot. I’m not ready to settle down. You and Mom didn’t have children at my age,” I pointed out. 

He nodded. “We tried. Your mother wasn’t so lucky. She always wanted a big family. God didn’t think we deserved to have a large family.”

I knew it was a sore subject. My parents had tried for years to give me siblings. It never worked. I had always felt like I had to make up for the lack of children in the family. 

“How are the nurses?” I asked him, changing the subject and sliding the sketchbook back into my briefcase. 

I didn’t want to spend the few precious minutes I got with him arguing about work. 

“They are good to me. The food isn’t so bad. I’ve made a couple friends,” he said, shrugging a shoulder. 

He looked so much like his old self. I was glad I made it in time. I knew tomorrow when he woke, he would be back in nineteen eighty-five or somewhere else. He wouldn’t be Luca Accardi, the sole founder of Luca’s Timepieces. It was hard to see him slowly die right before my eyes, and even harder, I couldn’t do anything to stop it. 
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​Chapter Four
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Rosalee

––––––––
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I WAS GOING STIR-CRAZY in Anna’s tiny apartment with only the beastly cats to keep me company. I knew I should go to bed, but my body was convinced it was midmorning. My eyes refused to close. I decided to take advantage of the wide-awake state of my brain and fished out my laptop from my bag. There was no point in wasting time. I needed a job and my own place. The studio apartment was probably about seven hundred square feet and that damn cat took up at least three hundred feet. 

I signed up for a couple different job-search websites and was extremely disappointed in the available jobs—or lack thereof. I groaned and hit send on the application I had just filled out. Answering phones was not exactly how I wanted to spend my day, but the pickings were very slim. I couldn’t crash on Anna’s couch forever. I needed to get my own place. 

I was still surfing through the classifieds, sifting through the jobs that either wanted a million years of experience and twenty degrees, or the jobs whose only requirement was for a living human to show up. I felt like I fell somewhere in between but being a world traveler wasn’t exactly something that looked good on a résumé. It looked flighty. I knew that, but I did have a college education—kind of. I never could figure out what it was I wanted to be when I grew up. I wanted to travel and explore, which doesn’t exactly pay a living wage. 

The door opened, and Anna came through, looking at me and smiling. “You’re still up?”

I nodded. “Couldn’t sleep. Now the jet lag is getting to me.”

“What are you doing?” she asked, looking at my laptop. 

“Job hunting.”

“Really? Already? Does that mean you’re going to stick around for a while?” she asked, with a hint of hope in her voice. 

I shrugged a shoulder. “I’m thinking I’d like to stay in the city for a year. Then, I don’t know. I was thinking of Iceland. It’s the cool place to be nowadays.”

“Iceland. Isn’t that freezing cold?” She looked horrified. 

I shrugged. “Not always. It’s a beautiful place. I want to see it and experience it. And then I was thinking about visiting Australia.”

She shook her head. “I don’t think you could get two more extreme opposites.”

I grinned. “I know, and I love it!”

“But you’re going to stay for a while?” she asked. 

I nodded. “I need to. I need to save up again and make good with my parents. It will give me some time to plan my next trip.”

“I’m thrilled you’re going to stay!”

“Me too. I do get homesick when I’m gone, but then as soon as I get back, I’m always thinking about where I can go next,” I told her, being completely honest.

“Any luck on the job hunt?” she asked, moving her fat cat and sitting down. 

I shrugged. “Not really. I only want to work for a year or so. I don’t think there are a lot of people out there looking to hire a person for short term. I’m probably going to get stuck doing a lot of temp work, which doesn’t usually pay very well.”

She nodded. “Maybe you’ll get lucky.”

“I hope so,” I grumbled, not at all convinced luck was going to be on my side for my job search.

“Did you talk to your parents?”

I groaned and nodded. “My mom called like two minutes after you left. They’re mad I didn’t go to the house. They’re mad I’m not going to be living at home while I’m in town. It’s the same old lecture.”

“The one about settling down and getting married?” she asked. 

I grinned. “Kind of. They want me to go back to school. Of course, they’ll support me. I can live at home and basically be their little girl until a man comes along, marries me, and takes me off their hands. I can’t believe how old-fashioned they are. Don’t they realize life isn’t like that anymore? Women don’t have to stay home and bake all day while watching a gaggle of kids. I don’t need a man to take care of me and manage me.” I shuddered at the very thought. 

Anna smiled. “It does have a nice homey feel to it though, you know? I think it would be nice to be able to stay home and take care of a family—assuming there is some financial security involved. You can make your sexy husband dinner every night and when he comes home, you share a passionate kiss, promising a little sexy time after the kids are in bed.”

I laughed. “I seriously doubt married couples feel that way. My parents would only allow me to marry a wealthy man. I would be taking on the life of a socialite. So, not only would I be the perfect Holly Homemaker, I would also need to plan parties and attend elite events with my very wealthy husband.”

She burst into laughter. “Well, duh. Listen, you can stay here as long as you want. I’m happy to have you.”

“Thank you, but you have your own life. I cannot crash on your couch for a year. Both of us will go crazy.”

“Maybe if you went back to school, you could get a better job,” she suggested. 
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