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"I guess that, at that altitude (30 feet), running out of fuel wasn't a consideration. Because we would have let it just quit on us, probably, and let it fall on in."

- Neil Armstrong – Apollo 11
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TO THE READER
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In this story (and most of my stories) I know I am using the antiquated dating system, A.D. I blame this on the book Daybreak – 2250 A.D. by Andre Norton, which I read sometime in elementary school (and of which I recently bought an old paperback copy). So, I was imprinted early with that dating system and think it sounds cooler than B.C.E. No social, political or any other kind of statement is meant.
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Chapter 1
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Date: 2044 AD

The past few years had been busy in cislunar space. By the way, cislunar is what they call the space from Earth to the Moon and slightly beyond. Why cislunar? I don't know, I never asked, I just learn the jargon and parrot it back. I find the less you know, the less responsibility they hang on you, the less they pay you too, but there are rewards beyond money.

Anyway, this would be the first time I had landed on the Moon. We would be taking the new corporate moon lander called Lunar Lander-Cargo, or LL-C, for a touchdown and then fly right back to the company's fuel depot. LL-C was the company's version of a lunar cargo and personnel lander, derived by strapping two personnel landers together with a cargo container between. It looked like three cans flying in tandem. I was what they called a dummy load, that is I had volunteered to sit in a LL-C seat to duplicate an actual passenger and then give my opinion of what could be improved upon for actual paying customers. I guess it was also cheaper to fill the seat with my mass rather than a sack of potatoes, which is what I'm most familiar with on the depot. I'm the food wrangler.

My job on the depot is to make sure we have enough food and drinks, especially coffee, I spend a lot of my time making sure there's enough coffee for a dozen regulars and half a dozen visitors. For instance, the depot manager, Dr. Joelle lives on the stuff. The others just drink it every waking minute. Some people think that everyone in space is a highly qualified rocket scientist, that used to be true a few years ago until the mundane jobs started multiplying. Not too many rocket engineers want to make sure the coffee stays hot.

So anyway, when the call for volunteers came up on the company web, I volunteered. Living in a fuel depot orbiting the moon for months gets kind of boring, I needed something to break up the monotony. In the beginning Dr. Joelle wasn't going to allow me to go, but I convinced him that Mason could keep the coffee pots full. Case Jones would command the mission, I understood he had been flying for the company for some time. I heard that Case had saved the mission from Earth to repair the depot a few years ago. He hadn't actually saved the depot, some engineer had done that, as a matter of fact, the engineer had saved the mission too but I don't know his name. Everyone knows Case's name though, he's famous.
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