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Some summers change everything. They're not just months on a calendar—they're before and after. They're the line that divides who you were from who you became. They're magic and heartbreak and every emotion in between compressed into sun-soaked days that feel infinite but end too soon.

For Harper Davis, that summer was fifteen years ago. The summer she turned eighteen. The summer she fell completely, devastatingly in love with Cole Mitchell. The summer they planned forever. The summer that ended with her leaving Sunset Cove and breaking both their hearts.

She swore she'd never come back. Built a life that didn't include beach houses or small coastal towns or the boy who'd loved her first and best. Put three thousand miles between herself and the memories. Thought distance made the past disappear. Learned that some things never fade no matter how far you run.

Then her father died. Left her the beach house. Left her a letter. Left her no choice but to return to the place she'd been running from. To the town that remembered. To the man who'd never forgiven her. To the summer that had never really ended.

This is the story of going back. Of facing what you left behind. Of learning that sometimes the best love stories are the ones that get a second chance. That sometimes home is where your heart broke. And that sometimes the summer that changed everything is the one that teaches you staying is braver than running.

This is the summer we found forever.
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CHAPTER ONE
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Coming Home

Harper Davis hadn't seen the ocean in fifteen years. Hadn't felt salt air on her skin. Hadn't heard waves crashing against shore. Hadn't allowed herself to remember what it felt like to stand on the beach at sunset and feel like you could breathe.

She'd built a life in New York City specifically to avoid oceans. Concrete and steel. Crowds and noise. Everything opposite of Sunset Cove, Oregon. The small coastal town where she'd grown up. Where she'd fallen in love. Where she'd learned that sometimes leaving is the only way to survive.

But her father died. And his lawyer called. And his will was clear: Harper inherited the beach house. The property she'd sworn never to see again. Along with a letter addressed to her in her father's handwriting that the lawyer refused to read over the phone.

You need to come home, he'd said. Some things can't be settled remotely.

Home. Harper hated that word. Sunset Cove wasn't home. Hadn't been for fifteen years. Home was her Manhattan apartment. Her job at the publishing house. Her carefully constructed life that didn't include beaches or memories or the boy who'd once promised her forever.
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