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In Rome, The Washington Post Senior Correspondent, Angela Sands is in hiding. Not just from what has happened, but what is now planned. For in the Eternal City, not all is as it seems.

Assassin have been set loose on Vatican City, with the sole purpose to stop progress being made on all fronts by the newly elected Pontiff.

Can Sands somehow thwart their plans, or are the dices loaded for her eventual demise.

Map of Vatican City
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CHARACTERS
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THE VATICAN

Jorge Diaz – Pope Constantine II

Inspector General Bruno Branco – Head Of Vatican Security

Claudius Rossi – Director of The Vatican Press Office

Cardinal Juan Jose Sebastian – Columbian Cardinal

Father Liam Murphy – Irish Priest

Olivia Fisher -  Head of The Vatican poverty alleviation and famine relief program

Cardinal Reed – Non Voting College of Cardinal’s

Cardinal Smith – Non Voting College of Cardinal’s

Lethabo Lubanzi -  The Archbishop of Cape Town

Hans Neumann -  Acting Head of The Vatican’s Equality, Pauperis

Pepe Romano – Data Analyst
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THE VATICAN PRESS CORPS.

Isabella Monte – Rai News 24 News Anchor

Joe Thompson – CNN News Anchor

Aurora Silva – Correspondent from Folka newspaper

Otto Muller – News Anchorman for DW News

Anna Durand – Senior correspondent with Le Figaro
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THE WASHINGTON POST – Eastern European Office

Angela Sands – Vatican Press Corps for Washington Post

Lorenzo Alessi – Bureau Chief for Rome Washington Post Office

Sofia De Santis – Summer Intern for Washington Post Rome Office

Giuseppe Caruso – Office Manager and IT Support

Piotr Nowak – Eastern European desk

Valdis Krupin – Russian desk

Tomas Cerny – Financial and Market News, Eastern European desk

Zoe Goth – Freelance Journalist, Geo Politics desk

Fiorenza Costa – Sports News desk
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THE WASHINGTON POST – North American Office

Greg Wainwright – Editor in Chief

Penny Mathews – Junior Correspondent, Washington Post

Myles Grayson – Junior Correspondent, Washington Post
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US EMBASSY ROME

Karl Tyler – FBI bureau, Rome

Richard Carter – FBI bureau, Rome
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OTHERS

Rasheed Fadumo – Somalian National

Aaron Miller – Boyfriend of Angela Sands

Emma Anderson – Sands College friend

Alexander ‘Alexi’ Smirnov – Russian National

Jake Prichard – American National
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LOCATIONS

Dulles International Airport -  1 Saarinen Circle Dulles, VA 

Leonardo da Vinci Fiumicino International Airport -  Via Pierpaolo Racchetti, 1, Rome, Italy

Sands Apartment, off Via della Conciliazione, Rome, Italy

Washington Post Rome Office -  off Piazza Navona

The Vatican Press Office -  Via della Conciliazione 54, Rome

The Papal Basilica of Saint Mary Maggiore – Piazza di Santa Maggiore, Rome, Italy

Vatican Command and Control Centre – Vatican City

Episcopal Church of Saint Paul’s within the Walls – Via Napoli 58, Rome

Fontana delle Bagnanto Walled Garden – Rome, Italy

Mogadishu, Somalia

The Intercontinental Hotel at Ambasciatori Palace – Via Vittorio Veneto, 62, Rome, Italy

Eleftherios Venizelos, Athens International Airport -  Attiki Odos, Spata

Moscow’s Sheremetyevo International Airport -  Khimki, Moscow Oblast

Hotel Maalot, Old Roman Forum, Rome, Italy

Hotel Moresco, Via della Conciliazione, Rome, Italy

Gemelli Hospital -  Largo Agostino Gemelli, 8, Rome, Italy
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PART 1
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MONDAY 6th July 2026

Dulles International Airport, Virginia
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ANGELA SANDS HAS JUST boarded the plane in Dulles International Airport for Rome.

Its Monday July 6th and the events of the previous week are just setting in for her.

Sands doesn’t have the time or energy to think about the events of the previous week as her America Airlines Flight to Rome leave at 6 pm.

Its an overnight flight and with a flight time of nine hours and a time difference of six hours, Sands will arrive into Rome’s Leonardo Da Vinci Fiumicino International Airport at about nine in the morning local time on Tuesday.

It’s now 2 pm. Wainwright did not give her much time to make it back to her apartment, pack her things and leave for the airport.

Throwing some clothes, shoes, toiletries into a suit case, Sands called a taxi.

Its 3 pm as her taxi pulls into Dulles International Airport. On time for once. Sands checked that she had her passport. Her Washington Post Press credentials allows her to work in the vast majority of countries in the world without a visa.

Checking in her luggage and through airport security before waiting in the departure lounge. The airport is busy after the holiday weekend as Sands weeds through the rows of people before finally sitting down beside her gate.

Wainwright booked her on business class seats so there extra comfort is appreciated for the long haul flight. When travelling with the White House Press Corps. Air Force One is not always the most comfortable plane for the passengers at the back, however point to point travel, it cant be knocked.

Boarding opens for her flights and within twenty minutes, Sands is sitting in her seat, contemplating a quick nap before dinner service. The flight is smooth and comfortable
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Tuesday 7th July 2026

Leonardo Da Vinci Fiumicino International Airport, Rome, Italy
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AT ROME’S LEONARDO Da Vinci Fiumicino International Airport, a man holding her name up on a board is waiting for her at the arrival’s hall.

The man is The Washington Post bureau Chief, Lorenzo Alessi. Sands has seen a picture of him but has never met of spoken to him before.

Alessi is in charge of the Washington Post Rome Office which also covers the activities of The Vatican and Holy See.

Normally only one person covers all matters of the Holy See however the women who responsibility it is has had a family emergency and needed to return to the south of Italy from where she is from.

She will be gone until September, which is why Sands is in Rome providing the backfill for the position.

Sands will be covering the Holy See desk for the Washington Post for the next two months.

Alessi meets Sands at the Arrival’s Hall in the ground floor of the airport and they both walk to the car park. On the journey into the Centre of Rome, Alessi provides sands with a background to the Rome Office, who the main people are and what there roles are.

Sands apartment is located just off Via della Conciliazione, only minutes away from The Vatican.

The Washington Post offices are located in a side street just off Piazza Navona.

There are about ten employees directly employed by the Washington Post, Alessi explained, in the Rome office with other part time and free lance journalists also part of the team.

The responsibilities of the Washington Post Rome teams is to cover current events in Italy and eastern Europe with another office in London covering western European affairs.

As Europe is predominately a Christian continent, there is a dedicated person covering The Vatican and the Holy See at large.

The Rome office would cover all countries that were formally behind the iron curtain as well as Greece.

Sands job for the next two months will be to cover all news from The Vatican Press conferences as well as key religious events and scandals that have entrapped the Roman Catholic Church for the last number of decades.

The Vatican Press Conferences are held at the Holy See Press Offices, Via della Conciliazione 54, Alessi informs her. This office is across the street from Sands apartment.

As talks to Alessi, she explains that she has a basic understanding of the Italian language, having taken some modules in her final year at University as part of her International Journalism Module.

All press conferences are held in Italian but are translated into English and other languages by translators employed by The Vatican.

All press conferences are live streamed on YouTube and other digital media platforms that Sands can subscribe to.

Sands accreditation to attend these press conferences have all been completed by Alessi and cleared by The Vatican Press Office.

There will be a press conference on Wednesday 8th of July which will cover the up and coming celebrations for the Jubilee year.

There are considerable differences between the North American version of the Washington Post and the European version. What gets printed in the European Edition is the decision of Alessi while back in Washington, Wainwright has the final say. Their approaches are different with Alessi being more traditional and conservative than Wainwright.

A separate London Bureau Chiefs is responsible for providing content relevant for the Washington Post Readers and depending on culture, taste and interest, different stories are selected accordingly.

Although a right leaning American newspaper, the Washington Post alters for audiences outside North America or the market sometimes called the ex pat community.

Certain articles will only appear in the European version of the newspaper and not in the North American version.

This is also to echo on the online version of the Washington Post with the users I.P. address displaying the correct regional version of the newspaper.

As a result there are more chances of a correspondents getting their article printed to the relevant audience.

Although, just like the rest of the world, church attendance has fallen, there seems to be no shortage of news coming out of The Vatican.

Be it links to the Cosa Nostra, money laundering allegations, sexual abuses, Priests and Bishops fathering children, the Cura, or the style and influence of various Popes, their is genuine reader interest in The Vatican and the activities of the Holy See.

After Alessi shows Sands the apartment she will be staying for the next two months, she is taken to the Washington Post Rome office to meet all her work colleagues that she will be working alongside.

Sands will be using the desk of the person that she is covering for and after being welcomed by her colleagues she sits down at her desk and boots up her laptop.

Looking through her emails, Sands sees and email from Greg Wainwright confirming that her medal of freedom will be presented to her at a ceremony to be held in the White House. President Clarke wants to personal thank her for preventing what looked like what would be an almost certain successful assassination attempt on the Queen.

John Ford had fooled everybody, including the President it seemed.

Another email is from the FBI Head office in Washington DC. The email asks her to login into an online portal using login credentials that will be sent to her mobile phone, to confirm the various statements that she gave to the FBI at the weekend.

Wainwright thought its best that Sands was away from the White House for the next few months while the ongoing investigations are in full swing and return when things have settled down.

Sands gave the FBI all the requested statements and interviews on the evening of July 4th and the whole next days was spent in FBI head quarters going through every aspect of the previous nights and weeks leading up to July 4th. After an exhaustive Sunday, Sands returned to her house in Columbia Heights to sleep and prepare for the following week.

The email also said that the FBI office attached to the American Embassy in Rome would also be in contact with her to ask her some follow up questions and to physical sign her statements.

Although the main actors of the plot had been captured of killed, their was still some questions lingering that needed to be answered.

What was still outstanding regarding the plot was how far did the plot go up the line and how involved were senior people in DC. How much did they know in advance of July 4th.

Anyway for Sands that was matter was over four thousand miles away. Her immediate focus was getting setup here in Rome and getting on with the job that she has been assigned with.

Sands is glad that she’s out of DC for the immediate fallout that will occur when an event of such magnitude occurs.

Rome would give her a sort of break or fresh start. Time to hit the reset button is how Wainwright phrased it to her before she left for the airport yesterday.

Further down in her email inbox was two separate emails from Mathews and Grayson wishing her the best of luck for her two month assignment and to not forget to keep in touch and keep them up to date on all her adventures in Rome. They would both be looking out for her articles just to make sure that she is doing some work.

Sands penned a quick response to both of them thanking them for their thought and to not bogged down or roped into all that was happening in DC at the moment. For her Rome is a different assignment to DC and off course she will let them know what Roman life, food and people is really like.

Another email was Sands boyfriend, well part time boyfriend who she has barely seen over the last six weeks. Aaron Miller is a management consultant for a large Multinational Consulting company that has its North American regional head office in Washington DC.

In his email, Aaron said just like her, work has been extremely busy and hopes that everything is OK in her world given the events of the last week. He said that he will try and make some time and surprise her with a visit during her time in Rome.

Sands immediately replies that she would look forward to that visit and told him that her apartment that she is staying in is right in the centre of Rome near all the famous tourist spots. She adds that it will take a few months for things to return to normal in DC and The White House, and this time in Rome is a good thing right now.

Sands is starting to feel the jet lag kicking in and although she did get some sleep on the flight over, its never good sleep when trying to sleep on a plane.

Alessi had told her although she has the option to work from the apartment when ever she feels like, as a team in Rome, it is strongly encouraged that everybody keeps to a normal work week and routine and been in the office everyday.

Alessi has seen that this simple work routine creates a good office and work atmosphere where stores, contacts and suggestion can be more easily shared which is more in line with the Italian culture and culture steeped in the traditional of close contact and communication. It may also be the case that Sands will get pulled into a big story if it’s required.

Sands decides to do a little bit more work and then a little later, using the Sat Nav on her phone wanders the old streets of Rome, enjoying the sights and sounds and smells of this very old city on the way back to her apartment, just of Via della Conciliazione.

Sands will find a convenience store on the way and pick up some groceries for her apartment.

Sands leaves the Washington Post offices at around 2 pm, saying goodbye to her new work colleagues, telling them that she needs to catch up on her sleep and that she will see them all in the morning.

Sands enters the rectangular shapes square of Piazza Navona and walks south towards Corso Vittorio Emanuelle II, across the bridge and into Via della Conciliazione.

She stops for some groceries in a convenience store that she sees along the long boulevard that leads to the edge of Saint Peters Square. Picking up some Pasta, Parma Ham and Pasta Sauce. Nothing too complicated for her first night in Rome.

Opening the door to her two bedroom apartment, Sands leaves the groceries on the kitchen counter top and walks into the Master bedroom where she falls onto the bed.

Falling into a deep sleep, it would be a number of hours before she awakes again.
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Tuesday July 7th 2026

Sands Apartment, Off Via della Conciliazione, Rome

––––––––
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SANDS AWAKES AT 6:30 pm and feeling the hunger pangs, decides that some foos is in order.

Quickly, using the ingredients that she purchased earlier make a bowl of pasta. Sitting down at her dinning table that overlooks the long avenue of Via della Conciliazione, Sands watches all the people toing and froing along and across the avenue on their way to somewhere else.

It’s a corner apartment and Sands enters the apartment from a side street, through a shared entrance, the up three flights of stairs to the third floor and apartment number 303.

No lifts in a building this old, but she’ll live thought Sands.

With The Vatican Press Office across the street, and The Vatican itself at the other end of the avenue, it’s Prime real estate in Rome.

Sands looks over the city of Rome across the roofs of the nearby houses. Dusk is setting in on the eternal city. People, cars and trucks could be distinctively heard over the hustle of the city.

Not a bad place after all, Sands thinks as she divulges her pasta dish.

After dinner, Sands decides that in order to best prepare herself for her new assignment, she needs to do some research on the current Pope. His background, ethos, policies that he is implementing while governing Vatican City and how the Holy See may change as a result of his leadership.

Although Wainwright is still technically her boss while assigned in Rome, Sands reports into Alessi who will provide the required assignments for the inches of column space required by her for both editions of the Washington Post.

Now sitting in front of her laptop, Sands types the Pontiff’s name into the Google search engine, Pope Constantine II and his whole wiki biography appears on screen

Born Jorge Diaz in the small central Latin American country of Panama in the 1960’s, Jorge grew up in a middle class suburb of Panama city. His father was a Trade Envoy with the Panamanian Government while his mother was a primary school teacher.

As a boy, Jorge’s father got relocated as part of his job to Los Angelus, California where the family settled.

As a teenager, growing up in LA, Jorge got to experience first hand, seeing Hollywood stars and celebrities growing up, partying, enjoying life and the excesses associated with that lifestyle.

But this type of lifestyle soon wore out quickly on Jorge and instead his attention shifted to the dark underbelly of the city of LA and the human suffering that existed in a city with so much wealth.

Jorge in his late teens went to a community college directly after high school, Casa Loma College in LA. to study Social Science.

While there, Jorge joined a Christian organisation which spent their evenings handing out meals and blankets to the many homeless living in the parks, street and canals of LA. He also organised shelters and hostels for the people to sleep in.

While Jorge’s friends were out partying and getting high, Jorge was instead tending to the needs of the forgotten members of society.

It was is time spent with these forgotten people, where Jorge felt that his calling was deeper than just volunteering at homeless shelters.

Jorge felt that the need to connect with people on a more spiritual level it was in his final year of his three year BSc. In Social Science that Jorge started to consider the possibility of exploring religion and his Catholic faith as a way to do God’s work and Good work at the same time.

Jorge is not the type of person looking for a pay check or even a career, but someone who will put all their energy into something that will benefit society.

He did not want to hit the streets with placards and protest against one government policy over another.

No, Jorge is a grass route worker; that is somebody who sees and does not look around for somebody else to fix the problem. But instead finds out, educates himself and then fixes the problem himself.

Jorge’s parents knew from an early age that he was not like all the other kids looking for the latest and greatest game console, bike or remote controlled device.

Instead Jorge was just happy and content with the thought of the gift in the first place.

An only child, Jorge’s parents socialised in diplomatic circles were having an only is common place. However this type of setup normally creates a spoilt and ungrateful child, that parents are only too happy to hand off to babysitters and nannies, while they go partying.

For Jorge’s parents, he was as normal as a child could be, not wanting for too much but just to be happy living a life for himself.

At Jorge’s College graduation, were he graduated in the top tier of his class, Jorge told his parents of his intention to join the Archdioceses of Los Angeles and become a Priest.

Jorge had already made the initial enquires with the office of the Archdioceses and he would be joining the Fall intake of Saint John’s Seminary in Camarillo, were Jorge would continue his studies to earn the degree of Masters of Divinity.

It would take Jorge another three years before bing ordained as a Priest.

At Jorge’s ordination, he told his parents that he asked the archdioceses of LA if he could continue his work serving the underprivileged of society and wished to be located in one of the disadvantaged areas of LA.

Jorge was assigned to be the local parish Priest at the Saint Peter and Paul church in Wilmington.

It was at the age of twenty four that Jorge started on his spiritual quest both to help and understand God’s people in a way that many people didn’t realise or had forgotten about.

Jorge’s approach was to deal with peoples spiritual needs first. That is if people understand the reason why their life is in a certain way, then they can do something about it.

For Jorge all the answers lay in the Holy Bible. Jorge brought a modern but traditional context to his ceremonies and church attendance both daily and weekly increased.

People realised that Politicians did not have all the answers, but instead an individuals understanding of their circumstances can only propel them forward.

It was at this early stage in his vocation that Jorge caught the attention of the Archbishop of Los Angelus who realised that Jorge was not looking for publicity but instead was just trying to get to the root of the problem of poverty and social inequality.

Jorge became instrumental in bringing a start-up culture and entrepreneurial culture to Wilmington and when empty and boarded up shops started to be turned into Fashion studio’s, restaurants, and work places to employ the people of the area a whole home grown gentrification of the area occurred.

Now property prices started to rise in the area and investor were looking for opportunities to invest in the area and it’s people.

In a few short years, Jorge and his volunteers had taken a poor, disadvantaged area of LA and made it fashionable to live in.

Jorge was asked by the Archbishop of LA to repeat his success in another part of LA and Jorge using the same approach achieve similar results in an even shorter time frame. People recognised somebody who wanted to do good and was able to bring together a whole community in order to make their lives and the area a better place to live in.

Jorge was able to immediately connect with people on a personable level, in a simple non offensive manner.

And it is this style that has made him such a popular Pope.

Only in his second year, Pope Constantine is all about removing the barriers around people, places and objects.

‘By understanding the world that we live in then we can understand the place that we stand in’, is one of Pope Constantine’s famous quotes.

Jorge quickly rose through the Roman Catholic church hierarchy in North America and when at the age of sixty five Jorge became a member of the College of Cardinal by his predecessor, many church insiders knew that it was only a matter of time before Jorge held the top job.

Voted in on the third count during Conclave, Jorge was a popular choice and when he was presented to the world from the balcony of Saint Peters Basilica, the catholic world rejoiced. Finally the College of Cardinals had voted in a true reformer. Somebody who was going to weed out the deadwood lying dormant in the church and equip the church for a modern age.

Cardinal Jorge Diaz now became Pope Constantine II.

Jorge specifically chose the name Constantine II after an Antipope of the same name who claimed the high office, as Jorge knew that his journey was not going to be easy and that there would be a lot of people both inside and outside the church who would be against his reforms and interpretations of the holy scriptures.

Pope Constantine knew that he needed to win over new audiences and a new generation of thinkers who were stuck to their mobile devices and technology as it it was another limb.

For Pope Constantine, he felt that this generation of people were not really living but instead were living and being absorbed inside their own home made bubble, oblivious to the real world around them.

They were simply not equipped by their parents for that world that they live in now and instead seek escapism whenever it presents itself to them.

Their parents have not been parents at all to them but instead are trying to be their best friend. No discipline, no guidance or no role model to look up to but instead this approach has made bullying and teasing more widespread and a culture based on peoples own internal void and absence.

But for Pope Constantine, it is about a lack of spiritual awareness.

Many people simply do not see the need for their Catholic faith in their lives.

Pope Constantine’s focus for the first few years of his papacy will not be solely on the administration and mechanics of The Vatican and Holy See which many of his predecessors spent too much time on and which resulted in a lack of focus on the issues that truly mater to people and their ongoing internal needs.

Pope Constantine described it once to a group of schoolchildren visiting The Vatican that it’s like software and hardware. If you do not have the right software then it doesn’t mater what hardware you have, it just simply wont work.

Pope Constantine is consistent in his message of good mental health but at the same time resilience in the face of adversity.

Sands finishes reading the various articles and background on Pope Constantine.

A reformer, she thinks. That was nothing new for The Vatican, except you got the feeling that this Pope was somehow different.

He has pedigree, he has business acumen, he knows how to engage with all types of people to bring them along and at the same time get the job done.

Pope Constantine has already stirred up some controversy since becoming Pope by speaking his mind in the face of outrageous corruption in Governments around the world who are turning their backs on the needs of their own people.

Some heads of states have politely asked the Pope not to meddle in the affairs of other sovereign states, however the Pope sees himself as doing God’s work, not the peoples work. A big distinction in his mind.

He certainly knows how to ruffle peoples feathers, Sands thinks however with such blatant incompetency and corruption, there is only so much that any person can stand by without saying something.

Without reading into it too deeply, Sands knows that this kind of path that this Pope is taking will make him many friends and he will be popular. But it will also make him enemies amongst the elite and wealthy of these same countries.

The Pope needs to be able to bring his own start-up culture to the masses. To let them recognise that they already posses God’s talents, skills and knowledge. All that is missing is them applying it.

Sands looks at the clock on her laptop. It is nearly 10 pm.

Although The Vatican Press Conference is not until 2 pm tomorrow, Sands still needs to find exactly where it is being held, pass all the security, vetting and accreditation checks as well as understanding the general format of a Vatican press conference.

It is unlikely that its anything like how the White House holds it’s press conferences.

With that Sands powers down her laptop and heads to bed.

It is a very warm and humid evening in Rome, something like DC would be but the eternal city is thousands of years old and has her secrets to keep.
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Wednesday 8th July 2026

Sands Apartment, Off Via della Conciliazione, Rome

––––––––
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SANDS WAKES UP WEDNESDAY morning at 7 am feeling refreshed and energised for the day ahead.

Her plan is to walk to the Washington Post offices for 9 am, getting some breakfast along the way.

Summer in Rome is very warm, about thirty five degrees at the hottest time of the day.

Although Rome and Italy do not avail of a midday siesta, were business close at the hottest part of the day, people do start their work days early or work late, thus avoid being outside during these hours.

DC weather is similar and Sands has brought all the appropriate wardrobe with her, although it is Italy and fashion is in their blood.

Alessi had reminded her yesterday about dressing appropriately and conservatively when attending any Vatican or Holy See event in Rome.

Women should be seen to be nice and polite and not overbearing and domineering.

If asking any questions at a Vatican Press conference, you should wait you turn to ask your question, wait for the microphone to be brought to you and never ever interrupt the speaker.

The matriarchy of the Catholic church, the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary is often portrayed as humble, kind caring and compassionate and it is these same characteristics that authorities at The Vatican want to see at their Press conferences.

Sands took on board everything Alessi told her on the journey from the airport to the centre of Rome.

All her apartment expenses, rent, electricity and heating have already been taken are of.

Alessi also encouraged her not to always eat out but to cook for herself whenever possible and eat out maybe once or twice a week.

Alessi reminder her that Rome is a city that is thousands of years old, the capital of the Roman Empire, it has many tourist sites as well as The Vatican, Parthenon, Colosseum as well as many sports, cultural and music events.

Alessi encouraged her to see as much of the city for herself for the time that she is here and summer time is a good time as any to see Rome, even if the temperatures can be hot.

Sands realised that there is a different culture and way of doing things in Rome than in DC.

The culture is that much older that foreigners must follow certain protocols or else they will be alienated.

Sands looks through her wardrobe and looks for the most conservative summer dress that she can find that will cover her knees and elbows while at the same time providing her some relief from the summer heat.

Matching shoes and a parasol hat complimented her outfit.

Although Sands has a deep underlying tan, she feels its better safe to add some sun screen.

At 8 am, Sands boots up her laptop to plan out her day. She will leave the Washington Post office at midday and make her way back to Via della Conciliazione to were The Vatican press office is located.

Sands has an appointment at 1 pm at the press office in order to get her official Vatican press pass that will give her access to the Press Conference and she can use that ID to enter and leave the sovereign state of The Vatican.

This pass will also give her access to The Vatican museum, Saint Peter's Square and Basilica as well as the large theatre, Aula Paolo VI, where the Pope holds audiences when the weather is unforgiving.

Sands will need to bring her Washington Post Press pass, passport and driving licence.

Sands has already decided that the traffic in Rome, the small streets and thousands of tourists is just too much for her to want to drive in. Instead for now Sands will use public transport; Metro, street cars and buses is plenty for her to get around Rome.

Sands navigates through her Washington Post email inbox and sees an email from the FBI office located in the US embassy in Rome.

Karl Tyler from the FBI Rome bureau introduces himself and explains that as part of last weeks events at the White House, he would be required to interview her as part of the ongoing investigation into the Queen’s attempted assassination plot.

He gave his mobile number, office number and email address.

Sands immediately replies to the email, giving her apartment number and said that she would still be using her Verizon US mobile number whilst in Rome.

At 8:30 am Sands powers down her laptop and leaves her apartment for the twenty minute or so walk to the office.

The Washington Post is located at the north end of Piazza Navona on the first floor.

Sands enters the postcode of the office into her mobile phone’s sat nav and was happy to find out that the journey would take her through the old markets of Rome.

Fifteen minutes later, Sands stops at a cafe which has a takeaway window. Sands orders a muesli bowl and an espresso.

Five minutes later, Sands is climbing the stairs to the second floor of the open planned office of Rome’s bureau of the Washington Post.

The Washington Post Office is located on a single floor of a four story building just off Piazza Navona on one of the many side streets.

Parking in the area is non existent and many people use public transport or one of the many of the Lime bike and scooters dotted around the city.

On this Wednesday morning there were three of four other people in the office, which including Sands was nearly half the Washington Post Rome office team.

Sands walked to her desk. With a meeting with a board table at one of the long open planned office and a unisex toilet at the other end, with a row of windows all along one side of the office looking out onto the street, the office was certainly compact by Washington Post standards.

About twelve desks filled the middle space of the office in various configurations with some desks having stacks of paper on them. No clean desk policy around here, Sands thought.

Sands had a desk right beside one of the large windows looking out onto the street.

Beside her was a young women, Sofia De Santis. She is a summer intern from the Sapienza University of Rome, School of Journalism.

“Morning Angela”, Sofia said in her strong Italian accent.

Sands was still getting use to trying to understand the way Italians speak English.

With such a heavy accent, Sands often has to ask them to repeat what they are saying without trying to be rude.

“Good morning...Sofia”, Sands had to think for a moment, searching her memory for her name. Although as a journalist you should be good with names, Alessi had introduced her yesterday when some of the Washington Post Staff were in the office. She had committed their names to memory straight away.

“Alessi has assigned me as your official tour guide for Rome”, Sofia said with a big smile on her face.

“Ah”, said Sands, “Did he now. When do we start?”, Sands asked.

“Tomorrow. You know your way already to The Vatican Press Office but Alessi thought it wise that I show you around Vatican City. Once you get your Vatican Press pass today, it will make it easier to access Vatican City”, Sofia said.

“Yes”, said Sands, “I have an appointment at 1 pm today in the Press Office and then a Press Conference at 2 pm”.

“On Thursday, I will give you a guided tour of Vatican city and introduce you to some people that you should know”, said Sofia.

“That would be great. I’ve been to Rome once before as a young student but never got the time to see Vatican City”, said Sands.

“Yes, there’s a lot to take in. The place is steeped in history. A real feast for the eye’s”, said Sofia.

With that both returned to their laptops to work on preparing articles for publishing.

The Washington Post European edition doesn’t use the WISPA system that is used in the DC office and instead prefers the old fashioned way of doing things were requested articles are sent to the editor for his approval, in this case Alessi.

The Rome office of the Washington Post still uses an IT network with servers and various network devices stored in an Air Conditioned room beside the toilet.

Sands got their own in house IT expert to join her laptop to the office domain network.

Giuseppe Caruso was one of the other people in the office this morning and he spent a few minutes checking over Sands laptop first.

Giuseppe or Gio as he prefers to be called, told Sands to download the WhatsApp messaging application on to her mobile phone and that he would add her to the office messaging group called ‘Cattaneo Office Group’. The group was set up by Alessi as he felt that the office was slow to react to breaking news on the continent and using the app would increase the response time between Rome’s Washington Post staff when a story breaks.

The name ‘Cattaneo’ is the Italian word for ‘Captain’ which is to remind everybody who is in charge.

Alessi purposely disguised the name of the WhatsApp group to stop people message bombing their group.

Gio the app on Sands work mobile phone which automatically added in all her contacts who were using the WhatsApp application already.

Gio showed her were the documents were to be stored on the office IT network. Sands was assigned a network folder were her completed documents were to be stored and saved. The office had not yet fully embraced cloud applications and platforms.

It was the Italian way of doing things which is often if it ain’t broken don’t fix it approach to work.

Italians are known to avoid making extra work for themselves or as they refer to it, work smart.

The third person in the office that morning was Piotr Nowak. Piotr in his forties is from Poland and does a lot of work covering the former Soviet Union block countries.

Extending his had to Sands, they shake hands.

“It’s a pleasure to meet you, Miss Sands”, says Piotr.

“Nice to meet you too”, said Sands.

“If you need assistance or help while in Rome, you can message me on the WhatsApp group”, said Piotr.

“Thank you Piotr, that is very kind of you to say”, said Sands.

With that Piotr returned to his desk.

Sands decided that she needed to understand the format of The Vatican Press conference and opened the YouTube app on her laptop and typed in ‘Vatican Press Conference’ into the search bar.

Sands opened a press conference from the previous week which the person who she is covering for attended.

It seemed the format was a lot more organised that she originally thought. A well structured and rigid format with both religious officials and lay people who both worked directly for The Vatican or for one of the many religious orders, charities and organisations, behind a long table on a stage in a large Amphitheatre.

Statements are given first by persons on the stage followed by questions from the gathered media.

There is no shouting, loud voices or bad behaviour on display at these press conferences.

Everybody acts respectfully and they wait their turn to say what they want to say.

Their is no jockeying for position or to be heard but time is given for everybody to say what they want to say.

Sands will have to get use to this as it’s a far cry from The White House Press conferences which can become a shouting match in order to get your question answered.

Today’s press conference is about celebrations for this years Assumption Day on August 15th.

This annual event on The Vatican calendar normally passes of with quiet reflection and prayers however Pope Constantine wants to take this event in the Christian calendar and place more emphasis on its rightful place. That is the mother of Jesus is seen to join her son in heaven and is not simply left on her own upon the passing of her son.

Pope Constantine feels that the role of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary after Jesus’s death has been watered down by scholars, academics and The Vatican. Pope Constantine feels that Assumption day is a good time to start reforming the role and place of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary in the Roman Catholic church.

Pope Constantine feels that many wayward Christian simply lack a strong female presence in their life that can guide them in the right direction.

This press conference will outline the plans and celebrations that Pope Constantine will invoke to celebrate this special day in the life of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary.

This event is not only to celebrated by the Catholic church but by other Christians churches around the world which are also expected to attend the celebrations in The Vatican.

Many people in France would recognise the Fleurs de lys as the symbol of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary’s assumption into heaven and many cathedrals and churches in France have a statue of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary placed in a very high location on the church to acknowledge this celebration.

Sands approach to today’s press conference is to listen, take notes and if possible ask a question; at least so that other members of the media recognise her.

On her second day, Sands does not want to stand out like a sore thumb but also she wants life to return to normal after the events of last week.

Sands gets an email from Alessi about today’s press conference.

There will be an article going into the Washington Post European edition tomorrow and Alessi wants Sands to do an article titled, ‘The road to reform in The Vatican’. A three thousand word article based on how Pope Constantine is reforming through re-framing The Vatican and the message of God.

The Pope wants to move the emphasis of the Catholic church from the traditional holidays of Christmas and Easter, birth and death, to other equally important events in the Christian calendar. It is thought that the Pope will use this date as a way to focus on the feminity and specifically mothers; a sort of Mother’s Day and Women’s International Day rolled into one.

The Pope is conscious of the commercialisation of the key Christian holidays and this is an attempt by the Pope to rein back this slide to commercialisation from Christian values.

Alessi is looking for the article by this evening. Gio had already shown her were final versions of articles are to be stored on the office IT network.

Alessi said to send him a WhatsApp message once the article has been completed and saved to the office IT network.

At 10 am, Sands decides to make a start on the article. Sands needs to understand more about how Pope Constantine is going to use this Christian event to springboard other Christian holidays into the limelight without taking too much away from the main Christian holidays.

Looking back at Pope Constantine’s career before becoming Pope, all the way back to his first position as Parish Priest in Wilmington, South LA, Pope Constantine has endorsed the use of role models or persons that other people look up to.

Pope Constantine recognises that a lot of people, especially amongst the poor of LA were into sports and sports personalities.

Many of the people they had seen on television were just like them. Came from poor backgrounds, worked hard, got a break, played some games, got spotted, got a contract and rose up to be great.

If this approach could inspire people to other great things in their lives then maybe this could help bring people out of poverty and into a life more fulfilling and worthwhile. A life that God would want for his people.

Pope Constantine approached people with similar backgrounds described, in business, medicine, Government and Science to share their stories with the people of Wilmington.

When they met and spoke to these invited guests, some titans of big industry, many people realised that they were just like them but also that they were highly focused and determined. Adversity was their friend and teacher. They did not easily give up and when one avenue closed for them, instead of giving up as so many people do, they looked for other avenues to grow, develop and move on with their lives as an individual.

After his vocation in Wilmington, Pope Constantine repeated this approach in other Parishes around the state and the country and the ties between the North American Catholic church and the business world grew and expanded.

Now guest speakers did not need an invite to help. They were only to eager to show up and talk about their failures as much about their success in life.

Pope Constantine profile and popularity rose and rose in North America which inadvertently drew the attention of the hierarchy of the North American Catholic Church.

Although many conservative Catholics thought Pope Constantine had gone to far and that it was not the role of the Catholic church to employ people but educate them for the world, Pope Constantine stuck to his Christian values. Never wavering or compromising. Every decision and action that he made was supported by a similar decision or action that Jesus made while on this earth.

For Pope Constantine, Jesus had set and example or precedence for us all to follow and this is exactly what Pope Constantine was doing.

As a result, many of the naysayers within the church backed down and Pope Constantine was allowed to continue with his work.

It seemed for Pope Constantine, that in life many people had lost their way and that the best way for them to get back on their chosen path was to see and learn how other people had overcome adversity and subsequently bounced back. It was not a ground breaking approach but what was different it that Pope Constantine brought down the barriers that many people put up and instead or praise and pride, it was about lessons and learning.

And Pope Constantine was looking to replicate this success but on a much more global scale.

And this global scale would culminate in using the Assumption of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary’s Christian holiday ion August 15th to place more of the Catholic churches focus on the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary and her role within the church as a way of inspiring the female population of the Catholic church to move away from shallow and plastic music and cultural icons and role models to persons with depth, experience, self sacrifice, youth, empathy and understanding that will create a female population within the church with some of these desirable traits.

This approach will no doubt ruffle a few feathers along the way but many people in the world, both in business and financial world and amongst governments, feel that reality television has somewhat lost the run of itself and is painting a world to people that just simply does not exist. A this image is in no way a reflection of the personalities of the people that are on show.

Many of these programs are scripted and rehearsed and this is affecting the way young people are being inspired or motivated.

The fact is these stars of reality television are no more real than the characters that they are portraying.

Sands can now see the strategy that Pope Constantine is using as the main tenet of his papacy.

Sands article for the Washington Post will take this approach that Pope Constantine is simply spreading the message of God and Jesus using the new media channels that are available to him.

He is not creating anything that hasn’t been created or used already but simply placing the spotlight on Christian events that have a deep resonation with himself.

And for Pope Constantine this resonants with the life and work of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary.

Pope Constantine is looking for people to reconnect with the life and work of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary and so realise and understand the personal characteristics and traits that the she needed in order to live the life that God asked of her.

At today’s press conference, it is expected that this Christian holiday will be more widely celebrated as a result. The day August 15th is when the body and soul of the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary ascends into heaven.

For a Christian, their is no higher level of power and life, and just like her son, the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary was rewarded with eternal life.

It is also expected at press conference, that The Vatican will announce new plans as to how the Catholic church will celebrate this holiday.

Sands has the bones of the article that she had been preparing. She will fill in all the necessary details later when announced.

At 12 pm, Sands decided that she would finish up for now, get some lunch and walk to The Vatican press office.

A few more people were in the office now.

On the way out of the office, Sands said hello to Valdis Krupin, a native Russian, Valdis covered all news coming out of Russia for the Washington Post European and North American editions.

After the commencement of the war in Ukraine, many foreign correspondents left Russia of their own choosing to the extent that Valdis was the only one left to cover the Russian news.

In his early sixties, Valdis had spent the best part of twenty years in various European countries working for a number of different news outlets before coming to the Washington Post.

It was felt by Wainwright in DC that the news coming out about Russia was too polarised and unbalanced and harked back to the days of Stalin.

Valdis was brought into bring in some balance and truth from a country that is home to some of the worlds greatest intellects.

Valdis took it upon himself as his own personal mission to rid the world of ignorance and lies, at least one day at a time.

A proud Russian, Valdis was brought up in the communist era, when homelessness and hunger didn’t exist.

“Welcome to Rome”, said Valdis with a warm smile on his face.

The big Russian was reminiscent of a bear.

“Thank you” said Sands, “It is great to be here”.

“It’s tradition that when a new person starts in the office, that we all go for drinks and dinner in their first week”, said Valdis.

“That sounds great”, said Sands, “I’m in”.

Valdis continued speaking, “So keep your calendar free for Friday evening”.

“Will do”, said Sands, “It’s nice meeting you”.

With that Sands left the office, descending down the stairs to the street outside.

On the way to work that morning, Sands had seen a nice typical Italian restaurant that she wanted to try out.

Stopping and taking a seat at the nearby Trattoria a few streets over, Sands ordered a spaghetti Carbonara and a glass of water.

She didn’t have to wait long for her order, and after settling the bill, thirty minutes later was walking to The Vatican press office.

Sands appointment at 1 pm was for her to obtain her temporary accreditation which Alessi had setup for her.
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Chapter 5
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Wednesday 8th July 2026

––––––––
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THE VATICAN PRESS OFFICE, Via della Conciliazione, Rome

––––––––
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SANDS WALKS INTO THE Vatican press office at 54 via della Conciliazione, and first has to go through the security x-ray machine and screening located at the main door.

Now on the sovereign soil of The Vatican, Sands didn’t need a passport to cross the border, though Alessi advised her to bring her passport with her at all times to The Vatican as spot checks do occur and the Italian Gendarmerie may request to see her passport when passing back into Italy.

Sands passes through the X-ray machine without any incident though they did check her laptop bag for contraband.

Sands next walks to the office with the name ‘Press Accreditation’ above it and presents her Washington Post press pass and letter of accreditation to the women behind the counter.

“This temporary accreditation is valid for two months only and will expire on September 8th 2026”, she says to Sands.

“Yes, thank you”, Sands says in English.

Many people in Rome are fluent in English, so Sands with her basic understanding of Italian should have no problem getting by.

The women asked Sands to stand against a wall, expressionless and proceeding to take her picture.

Sands Washington Post press pass, letter of accreditation and Vatican Press pass was then handed back to Sands.

Sands looked at the picture in The Vatican press pass. She looked like she had seen a ghost.

Sands smiled and said thank you to the women behind the counter.

Sands exited the Press Accreditation office back into the large hall which she arrived into. In the hall, it was lined with doors to various offices and halls.
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