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Dedication
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For everyone who ever folded paper hearts,

cut lace from construction paper,

wrote their name carefully at the bottom of a handmade card,

and discovered that love does not need to be expensive to last.

And for the grandparents who saved those small treasures—

so someday someone else could remember.
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Epigraphs
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“The best things to keep are the memories we make together.”

“A handmade gift carries more than paper and glue—it carries a piece of the heart.”
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Author’s Note
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When I was growing up, holidays looked a little different than they do today.

Valentine’s Day was not always about buying the biggest box of cards or the newest decorations. Sometimes it meant construction paper spread across the kitchen table, scissors that never seemed sharp enough, bottles of glue, paper doilies, and careful handwriting. We made things because that was what people did.

Many of those handmade treasures were never meant to last.

And yet—some did.

This story was inspired by the simple idea that ordinary moments often become extraordinary memories. A folded card. A faded photograph. A carefully saved scrapbook. The things we keep are not always valuable because of what they are—but because of who gave them to us and how they made us feel.

Like Grandma Kay and her grandchildren, many families have boxes tucked away in closets and shelves filled with small treasures waiting to be rediscovered. Inside them are pieces of childhood, reminders of people we love, and stories waiting to be shared again.

As I wrote Valentine Wishes, I thought often about the handmade gifts of the past and the joy of creating something with your own hands for someone else.

My hope is that this story encourages families to slow down a little, make something together, save a few small treasures, and remember that the simplest traditions are often the ones that stay with us longest.
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