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Jormungander’s Vinland Saga
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I MAY’VE BORN IN THE Far North but I didn't stay there. The Norns think I have nothing better to do than bite my tail in the Northern Sea, but Jormungander, the Midgard Serpent, can imagine more for himself! That's why I journeyed to Vinland in search for new hunting grounds when I first learned of the land.

Mother would've preferred I stay in Midgard. She wants to see it destroyed and the Aesir overthrown. The only reason she accepted the Trickster's overtures was because she thought he was doing an inside job. Loki Laufeyjarson will say anything to get into a comely woman's bed. I used to judge him harshly on this issue since I assumed I had no hope of experiencing the pleasures of the flesh myself.

Technically, I am not a serpent but a jotun. We can assume any shape we please. Though few of us are as prolific as my father. I think Loki mastered this skill because of the “incentives.” His taste for strange flesh has almost put the skill of shape–changing into disrepute.

I have a wolf and eight–legged horse for brothers and a half draug for a sister so that should tell you all you need to know about Loki the Trickster's appetites. Though he'll tell you the Olympians in the Aegean Seas are no better than he, “The Olympians have sired monsters too. I think Poseidon changed Medusa into a Gorgon, so he could have some variety though they say Athena did it!”

I find the tales of Father's deeds depressing. Odin's skalds tell cleaned up lays. It could be payback to Loki for doing the dirty deeds he needs to be done, but he doesn't want connected to him. I think Odin stole the mead of poetry to control the Aesir's standing among the mortals and to keep their secrets from their enemies rather than because of an appreciation for literature.

Father benefits from this though he doesn't care about people's disapproval. He wouldn't be able to do what he does if people were forewarned against him. Then again he'd say he can change his shape to disguise himself if it becomes too difficult to go about in public.

He is clever but can never make long–range plans because he loses interest in projects too soon. Can you imagine how dangerous he'd be if he had patience? I suspect this is the reason Odin has precedence in Asgard. Loki can think quicker than him but there's no reason to fear conquest by the Trickster when you can distract him with a shiny and/or pretty, new toy! To think the Volva says he will be the Jotuns' general at Ragnarok. No wonder we're fated to lose!

As far as, the Vikings are concerned I am a monster with a ravenous appetite, yet I've allowed their vessels to float above me without incident if they have a bard or storyteller on–board. I used to make it a point to devour all who passed my way. That's why their longships preferred to go along the shorelines rather than go out into the open waters. I only let the occasional longship go into the deeper waters so I could get variety in my food supply.
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