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NOTE: The author used mostly one-syllable words. 

Longer words were used sometimes 

but hyphenated to help the child pronounce them.
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A few thousands of years have passed since God first promised Adam and Eve he would come and be king of his people in person and help them live forever in heaven. People prayed and prayed for God to come be their king. Such a long time to wait.

A few hundreds of years of kings in the Kingdom of Isra-el have come and gone.  People still prayed for God to come be their king. They waited and they waited and they waited.

Finally, at long last, the Son of God was born so he could become their king someday. But most people did not know who he was.  He was dis-guised as a little boy. 

Do you know what a step-father is?  It’s when your mother marries a man after you were born. He isn’t your flesh father; he is your fill-in father and can be won-der-ful.

Jesus’ real father—God—was in heaven. God asked Jo-seph to be Jesus’ fill-in father while he lived on earth. Jo-seph was won-der-ful.

Jesus was now 11 years old and living in the town of Naz-a-reth far away from Jeru-salem where bad kings hurt people.  Naz-a-reth was a quiet village on a hill.

“Jesus, would you play leap-frog with me?” 6-year old half brother James asked, his hands on his hips and looking up at his older brother.

“Okay,” Jesus replied. “I have to help Father cut pieces of wood to make a chest. But it’s a small chest.”

After a few leaps with James, here came 4-year-old half-sister Sa-lo-me.  

“Jesus, would you play hide-and-seek with me?”

“Ha, ha,” Jesus said. “James has been kicking me in the head every time he leaped over me. Thank you for res-cu-ing me, little sister.”

“Hey, where did you go, Jesus?” You went too fast,” Sa-lo-me called out.

“You can’t catch me,” Jesus teased from behind a large basket.

“Yes, I can. Yes, I can.”

Sa-lo-me tagged Jesus and he came out laughing. Then 2-year-old half-brother Jo-seph Junior started tugging on his leg.

“Jees’ ball.  Jees’ ball.”  

Jesus picked up little Jo-seph and swung him around. 

“Down, Jees’.  Lemma down.”

About the time Jesus began rolling the ball to the youngest member of the family, there was a knock on the door.

Grandfather Heli answered the door.

“And how have our children been while we were gone?” Mary asked, rushing in with her arms open and ready to hug all 4 of her children at one time.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image000.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





