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Chapter 1-First Monday

On the first Monday of November, Mr. Garcia’s classroom felt louder than the hallway. Desks squeaked, chairs scraped, and three different conversations crashed into one another like waves. Some students were talking about the weekend football game. Others argued about a news story they had heard their parents discussing at dinner. Even the class hamster, Luna, thumped her water bottle against the side of the cage as if she wanted to be heard too.

Mr. Garcia stood at the front of the room, watching the storm build. Usually, he liked a little noise. Noise meant kids were awake, thinking, and alive. But this noise was different. Faces were tense. Voices were sharp. A few students had crossed their arms and turned away from the group completely.
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ILLUSTRATION:

Wide view of Mr. Garcia’s busy classroom on a Loud Monday. Kids talking in small clusters, some arguing, desks and chairs a bit askew. 

Chapter 2-The Question That Split the Room

Today’s question is simple,” Mr. Garcia said as he wrote on the board: What kind of country do we want to be? The letters stood in a neat row, but the students’ faces did not look neat at all. Some eyebrows shot up. Some mouths twisted into a smirk. One or two students sank lower in their seats.

“My dad says our country is falling apart,” Jaden blurted. “Nobody listens. Everybody just yells.” He looked around, daring someone to disagree.

Sofia’s hand shot into the air. “My mom says our country is finally listening to people who were ignored before,” she answered. “If people are yelling, maybe it’s because they were quiet for too long.” The room tensed again. Mr. Garcia could almost feel an invisible line appear down the middle of the classroom floor.

He didn’t erase the question. Instead, he drew a small circle around the word ‘we.’ “Before we talk about the country,” he said, “we’re going to talk about this word. Who is ‘we’ in this classroom?”



Chapter 3-The Listening Challenge

Mr. Garcia walked between the desks and placed a small index card on each one. On the card there were only three words: Listen. Repeat. Respond. The students stared at the cards as if they were a secret code.

“We’re going to practice something called a Listening Circle,” Mr. Garcia explained. “First person talks. Second person listens, then repeats what they heard-without arguing. Only after that can they respond. Then we switch.” A couple of students groaned quietly.

“What if the other person says something that’s totally wrong?” Malik asked.

“Then your job is to listen well enough to repeat what they said,” Mr. Garcia replied. “Not to fix it, not yet. Just to prove you heard them. You’ll get your turn.” He could see some students relax. Everyone wanted a turn.

They pushed their desks together in pairs. The room filled with soft, unsure voices. “I heard you say...” floated through the air, traveling from desk to desk like a new language just beginning to be learned.
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ILLUSTRATION:

Two students sitting face to face at pushed-together desks, one speaking and the other listening carefully with an index cards in front of them.

Chapter 4-The History  

After lunch, Mr. Garcia rolled the old television cart to the front of the room. The students cheered-they loved video days-until they saw the cover of the DVD. It showed a faded photograph of a tall man with a serious face and a beard.

“Is that some kind of president?” asked Lily.

“This,” Mr. Garcia said, “is Abraham Lincoln. Tonight you’ll see his picture again on the cover of a new book in our library corner. But first, we’re going to watch ten minutes of his story.”
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