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Author’s Preface I: Why Was This Book Translated into English?

By July 2026, it will have been forty-four years since I settled in the United States already more than half of my life. At times, I feel as though I have lived two separate lives, because the forty-one years I spent in China and the forty-four years I have spent in the United States were lived in completely different environments. The content of my daily life, the goals I pursued, the questions I reflected upon, and the ways I related to others and conducted myself were entirely different, with no basis for comparison.

I was born in China, and I deeply understand that the Chinese nation is a people shaped by suffering. This suffering does not come from external forces, but from a lack of love and faith within the nation itself, from a tendency toward comparison and rivalry. Over thousands of years, wars among Chinese people have been countless, and the brutal killing of one’s own compatriots is difficult to put into words. This internal consumption of the nation is an important cause of the suffering of the Chinese people.

I love China. My family members, teachers, friends, and co-workers are there. Whenever the situation in China becomes unstable, I worry about their safety. I firmly believe that only the love of Jesus Christ can change the future of the Chinese people. Therefore, in 1992 I first came into contact with Chinese house churches. By 2001, I formally began training leaders of house churches, and I continue this ministry to this day, now also carrying it on through the internet.

I love even more the United States, where I now live. Not only have I practiced as an internist in Birmingham, Alabama for more than twenty years, but during those two decades I also enjoyed the blessings once experienced by rural physicians in America in the 1930s and 1940s. In those days, doctors treated “illnesses” from the heart and soul to the entire body, and such physicians were truly considered members of their patients’ families.

Above all, I am most grateful to the United States because it was on this land that I came to know the Heavenly Father who created and sustains me; to know Jesus Christ, my gracious Lord, who rescued me from the brink of hell; and to know the Holy Spirit, who gave me new life and became my closest friend. Over these more than forty years, everything I have done planting churches, serving as a church elder, founding a theological training center, working as a missionary, training responsible co-workers in Chinese house churches, and writing books to help more Chinese Christians has been inseparable from the spiritual environment of the United States and the exemplary lives of American Christians.

I wish to have the books I have written translated into English as an expression of my gratitude to the United States I love and to American Christians. This is the first reason.

When I came to the United States in 1982, America was number one in the world in every respect whether in faith and morality, or in politics, the economy, and the military. Yet over these more than forty years, I have been a witness, seeing with my own eyes how many people in America especially those in positions of high authority have gone their own way and done the same thing: “de-deifying,” “de–Jesus Christ–ifying,” and “de-authoritizing the Bible.” The result has been an accelerated moral and spiritual decline in America. The number of people who believe in Christ and who attend Sunday worship has noticeably diminished, and this has been followed by a weakening of America’s political, economic, and military influence. These developments closely resemble the signs that preceded the fall of the Western Roman Empire. My heart aches and grieves over this. I hope to have my books translated into English so that those who care about the future of Christianity and who love America may come to understand Chinese Christians who are very likely to become future leaders in China and see what kind of training they are receiving today. If this can help even some American Christians, then it is God at work. This is the second reason I wish to have my books translated into English.

May God have mercy on America. May God not abandon America. May the spirits of American Christians be awakened once again by the Holy Spirit, compelled by the love of Jesus Christ, to lead this nation established in the name of God to once again glorify our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!

Elder, Dr. Mike Junmai Chen,

Elder

December 5, 2025

Author’s Preface II: Why Write This Book?

This book is a textbook I used when training church co-workers in China, and it may be more specifically applicable to co-workers there. I have also used this material to train newly appointed deacons in our church, with fairly good results. The guiding principle of this book is that only a truly born-again, saved Christian can become a genuine co-worker of God, and such a person must clearly understand that God has called him or her twice. He or she must also be a good brother or sister in the church, a faithful servant, before becoming a church leader who serves others. In his or her own family and conduct in the world, such a person is absolutely not a hypocrite, but one who brings glory to the name of Jesus Christ. Therefore, this book is offered as reading and reference for those who are in need.
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​Lesson 1: A Servant of God Must Have Two Callings
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Who Is a Servant of God? Broadly speaking, anyone who serves in God’s household that is, the church is a servant of God. However, in this lesson, we use the term in a narrower sense, referring to what Jesus said: “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give them their food at the proper time?”(Matthew 24:45).Here, a servant refers to “the one appointed by the master to manage the household,” which should mean elders, pastors, deacons in the church, missionaries sent out by the church, or other responsible co-workers of the church. To become a servant of God, they must clearly understand that God has given them two callings.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​The First Calling


[image: ]




As Paul says: “Those whom he predestined he also called; those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified” (Romans 8:30). This verse tells us that a person who has been chosen as one of God’s people that is, a disciple of Jesus must first have been called by God through the gospel, regenerated by the Holy Spirit, led to confess and repent of sin, justified by faith, and granted the glory of adoption as a child of God.

This means that the primary requirement for being a servant of God is to be a Christian who has been called by God, is born again, has repented, and is truly saved. In my service in the church and in training co-workers, I have found that many church co-workers, even pastors, who have believed in the Lord for many years, are unclear about the gospel call and uncertain whether they have truly been born again.

Here are several questions that all Christians must answer:
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Are You Certain That You Have Saving Faith?
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Faith is not merely a subjective feeling, nor is it the same as self-confidence or optimism. Faith is also not a passive attitude of leaving everything to fate or avoiding commitment. The faith required by the Bible is real a saving faith and it is directly related to the object of one’s faith. Such faith must include three essential elements:

	Knowledge The Intellectual Aspect of Faith.


The power of Christian faith lies in its representation of truth. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). All knowledge has its source in God, the Creator of all things. Jesus, the Son of God, said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). This means that all truths and the way to salvation in life are found in Jesus Christ. Unless one submits to Jesus and accepts Him as the Lord of one’s life, no one can truly be reconciled to God.

Our faith must be built on these truths strictly speaking, it must be founded on the Bible. As Paul says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). The words of Jesus are the Scriptures.

There are two tendencies we must oppose:

The first is the idea that loving the Lord alone is sufficient, and that knowledge of the Bible is not important. Many people become Christians attracted by the love shown in the church, which in itself is understandable. The important point, however, is that after believing in the Lord, one should diligently study the Scriptures and seek to understand fully whom one believes in. As Jesus taught, “Teach them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20). Yet in some churches where biblical teaching is neglected, many Christians are drawn together primarily by the church’s lifestyle. Once environmental changes disrupt that lifestyle, their faith disappears as well. Such people do not contend for the truth of the faith, nor do they live for the true and living God; rather, they believe and live for a particular way of life.

Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life these three are inseparable. There should be no such thing as Christians whose lives appear good while their grasp of the truth is weak; nor should there be Christians who are strong in truth but whose lives fail to reflect it.

The second tendency to oppose is studying theology merely for the sake of theology or endlessly arguing over minor doctrinal points, even causing divisions as a result. Such actions are motivated by human glory, not God’s.

We must acknowledge that the knowledge of God cannot be fully comprehended by finite human beings. However, the Bible presents knowledge regarding salvation clearly enough that even those with limited education or cultural background can understand whom we believe in. People must believe in Jesus Christ and the fundamental truths of the faith so that our faith has a firm root and foundation. Moreover, the strength of our faith is directly related to the depth of our understanding of God.

Therefore, the Bible encourages us not to remain at the level of spiritual milk but to progress to solid food: “Therefore, leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity” (Hebrews 5:11–6:1a).

	Assent The Emotional Aspect of Faith.


Merely having intellectual knowledge of God does not necessarily produce faith. Many intellectuals understand the superiority of various Christian beliefs, yet this does not make them true Christians. We call such people “cultural Christians,” meaning that on a cultural level they accept some Christian teachings, such as love and forgiveness, but they do not acknowledge Jesus as the Creator of heaven and earth, nor do they recognize Him as the Lord of their lives.

For me, “assent” at least includes the following elements:

(1) Understanding the Bible should not remain at a cultural level, nor should one place oneself above the Scriptures to merely admire or evaluate the Christian faith. Rather, it means recognizing Christian faith as a life-choice perspective being willing to live one’s life like Jesus, bringing blessing to others. Such a life, though short and marked by suffering, is filled with light and glory and leads to eternal life. By contrast, one may choose the opposite path striving for personal gain. Although such a life may appear comfortable, it ultimately leads to eternal destruction. Therefore, the most basic level of assent is the recognition that this faith concerns our eternal destiny, that it involves a life-and-death decision, and that it determines where we will dwell after death.

(2) On the emotional level, one must acknowledge that the moral teachings of Scripture are exceedingly good, and that the life, words, and deeds of Jesus are utterly beautiful. In other words, one must love from the heart the truths revealed in Scripture and hold deep reverence, admiration, and affection for Jesus. Without this emotional assent, our faith lacks vitality and a solid foundation. If this faith cannot move ourselves, how can it move others?

(3) Each person’s journey of faith is different, but in the process of personal belief, you must have indeed, it is essential to have certain experiences that serve as evidence of how the Holy Spirit has worked in your life. You may share these experiences, and others may not fully believe them, but to you they are undeniably real. These experiences could be God’s blessings along the path of life, which is certainly good; even better are experiences of transformation in your character and conduct. This constitutes emotional and spiritual assent, similar to what Paul said: “The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:16).

	Trust The Volitional Aspect of Faith.


In the entire process of salvation, this step is perhaps the most personal: the individual must make a personal decision to accept Jesus Christ as their Savior, allowing Him to forgive all sins and transgressions and to grant eternal life. One must also be willing to trust and follow Him throughout one’s life. This decision can only be made by the individual; no one else can make it for them.

From a theological perspective, the ability to make this decision is the result of God’s election, calling, and regeneration. From a practical, observable perspective, however, taking this step is entirely a personal choice. This is what we often mean when we say that the process of salvation is 100% God’s work and 100% human responsibility.
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Is There Such a Thing as a False or Unsaving Faith?
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Yes, there are many types of faith that cannot bring salvation, roughly including:

	Faith Directed Toward the Wrong Object. The most important aspect of faith is its object. In Christianity, the proper object of faith is Jesus Christ and the Triune God whom He has revealed.


We need not discuss here the religions of many nations that worship multiple gods such as Buddhism, Hinduism, or Chinese folk religions nor those that believe in one God but deny the Triune God, such as Judaism or Islam. Even within Christianity, there is faith directed toward the wrong object for example, faith in the so-called “Virgin Mary” or other “saints,” or in the “church” or the “Bible” itself. All of these are erroneous and carry the danger of idolatry.

Some may object to this assessment, claiming that they believe in Jesus Christ while also placing faith in Mary, the church, or the Bible.  They fail to realize that the error lies in treating created things as objects of faith. According to the definition of idolatry, Mary, the church, and the Bible are all created by God. They can help people better know God, serving as tools made by God, but they should not be objects of faith. Jesus said, “You believe in God; believe also in Me” (John 14:1).

In modern times, another common type of faith directed toward the wrong object is faith focused on God’s blessings rather than on God Himself. Many churches teach belief in Jesus without emphasizing repentance or surrendering one’s life to Him. Instead, they emphasize that anyone who seeks God’s help or love can be baptized as a Christian. Some even openly promote “justification by love” to replace the biblical “justification by faith.”

The “gospel” they promote is not the gospel of God, but a gospel designed to please people. As Paul says: “Am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. For I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin” (Galatians 1:10–11).

2. Fleeting Faith. Some people come to the church with sincerity, hoping that the church or the Christian faith can help them. In the initial period, their behavior shows little difference from that of born-again Christians. Later, however, they may leave the church and abandon the faith for various reasons: perhaps because the Christian faith or the church did not provide the help they had hoped for; or because the problem for which they sought help has already been resolved, and the cost of continuing in the faith becomes a burden; or because they discover that the church is not as ideal as they had imagined; or when persecution arises; or for many other reasons. This situation is precisely what Jesus described in the parable of the sower the seed sown along the path, on rocky ground, and among thorns:

“When anyone hears the message of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy. Yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.” (Matthew 13:19–22)

3. So-called Inherent Faith. This type of person often grows up in a Christian family, attending church gatherings and Bible study from an early age. They consider themselves Christians by default. However, their faith remains only at an intellectual level; they have not truly accepted Jesus Christ as the Lord of their lives from the heart. As a result, their way of life shows little difference from that of non-Christians. As described in the Bible:  

“The Lord says: ‘These people draw near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men.” (Isaiah 29:13)  

This situation is quite common in Western countries with a long history of Christianity and can also be found among third- or fourth-generation Christians in China or emerging nations. It is similar to how the Israelites claimed to be Abraham’s descendants by default, as Jesus said:  

“If you were Abraham’s children, then you would do what Abraham did. As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things” (John 8:39–40).

4. Faith Dependent on Works. Such Christians have never truly embraced the doctrine of justification by faith. Their sense of assurance is built upon their own actions. When they are actively involved in church activities and diligent in reading the Bible, they feel that their faith is strong. However, when due to various circumstances their relationship with the church grows distant or their Scripture reading declines, they begin to feel far from God, and their faith quickly weakens. As a result, their spiritual life often fluctuates, rising and falling, and they lack confidence regarding whether they are truly saved. The error in their belief lies in:
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