
  
    [image: Brittle Flames]
  


  
    
      Brittle Flames

    

    
      
        Linda Jordan

      

    

    
      Metamorphosis Press

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2013 by Linda Jordan

      Published by Metamorphosis Press

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Brittle Flames

          

        

      

    

    
      Angela was on fire. Painting made her feel fully alive. She loaded the wooden brush with straight cadmium green and touched it to the 18” by 24” canvas, turning the tool while stroking it along the tree trunks. Twisting the brush just enough to keep the tip from widening out. The painting wanted the vivid spring green color to be complete. She’d been working on it since dawn and felt invigorated. A classic guitar program played on the radio and she lost herself in the work. And this was the last of the 78 paintings for the tarot deck. Her contribution would be complete.

      She needed to leave the dingy, gray room and turn the fan back on. The fumes from the paints, linseed oil and mineral spirits were beginning to get to her, but she hated the noise from the fan. Someday, she’d buy one of her own, one that was quiet. Someday, she’d have a proper studio. But for now, she was happy just painting.

      Her life seemed to be made of somedays.

      She dreamt of a studio with windows. That wasn’t in a basement. This room had one tiny window that she had cracked open, hoping for some ventilation. The landlady had given her the fan to help dry up the creeping black mold. The basement apartment leaked slightly. Most houses in the Seattle area didn’t have basements. For good reason.

      There. She stood back to take in the painting as a whole. The green had done the trick. Brought out the mystery of the woods. Making them look backlit. As if magic awaited within. Just perfect for the background.

      She drank tap water from a reused plastic bottle, the chlorine taste bristling along her tongue.

      Then she saw it. The creature. Peering out from the woods in her painting, rooted in the trunk of an old tree.

      She shivered.

      How had that gotten there? She hadn’t painted it.

      Angela quickly grabbed a new brush and painted over the spot with black paint. The thing kept bleeding through. Even through black paint. She didn’t know what to do about it.

      She threw the brush across the room where it splatted a black spot on the wall.

      Shit! Not again. Why was this happening again?

      She glanced at the finished paintings for the tarot deck. They all contained the creature. Mostly hidden in some, but still there. A bluish elongated face and a head of hair that looked like snakes with four horns sprouting up through the hair. It used hooves for feet. It had large black wings in one painting and a red horn for a nose in another. But the same yellow, accusing eyes in all the paintings.

      Eyes which had been haunting her dreams. Awful, ugly creatures which bellowed and blew smoke out of their nostrils. She shivered in horror at the thought of them.

      She hadn’t painted the thing in any of the other paintings.

      It was just like Denver.

      Why was this happening to her? What had she done wrong? Her neck and shoulders tightened along with her fists. She rubbed her eyes, trying to will the last hour away.

      She glanced at the clock.

      Crap. It was noon already.

      She was going to be late for work again. Scurrying around to clean things, Angela gathered up the brushes and shoved them into the jar of mineral spirits with all the other dirty brushes. She slipped out of her painting sweats and T-shirt, throwing them at the chair. She turned on the fan, switched off the lights and left the room, slamming the door angrily behind her.

      She tossed her panties in the dirty clothes bin, put on fresh underwear, jeans and a T-shirt. Struggling into her running shoes while balancing on one foot and then the other, she tried to remember if she’d brushed her hair. It looked good enough, she decided.

      Angela grabbed an apple, her fleece jacket and small backpack.

      On her way out the back door, she ran into Janice, her landlady, whose family lived in the rest of the house. Janice was in the back yard on her knees, surrounded by a pile of discarded weeds. Angela could smell the roses which lined the flowerbed against the fence.

      She could still feel the presence of that creature, almost as if it hovered over her. She knew it hadn’t broken through. Yet. But she still shuddered, unable to get the face out of her mind.
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