

  [image: Cover]




  TRIPTYCH




  Three Short Plays by Jack Ketchum




  [image: ]




  A Macabre Ink Production




  Macabre Ink is an imprint of Crossroad Press




  Digital Edition published by Crossroad Press




  Smashwords edition published at Smashwords by Crossroad Press





  Copyright 2012 / Jack Ketchum




  Partial cover images provided by:




  arkytraveler.deviantart.com




  LICENSE NOTES




  This eBook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This eBook may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each person you share it with. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then you should return to the vendor of your choice and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.
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  Jack Ketchum’s first novel, Off Season, prompted the Village Voice to publicly scold its publisher in print for publishing violent pornography. He personally disagrees but is perfectly happy to let you decide for yourself. His short story “The Box” won a 1994 Bram Stoker Award from the HWA, his story “Gone” won again in 2000 — and in 2003 he won Stokers for both best collection for Peaceable Kingdom and best long fiction for Closing Time. He has written twelve novels, arguably thirteen, five of which have been filmed – The Girl Next Door, Red, The Lost, Offspring and The Woman, written with Lucky McKee. His stories are collected in The Exit at Toledo Blade Boulevard, Peaceable Kingdom, Closing Time and Other Stories, and Sleep Disorder, with Edward Lee. His horror-western novella The Crossings was cited by Stephen King in his speech at the 2003 National Book Awards. He was elected Grand Master for the 2011 World Horror Convention.
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  We hope you enjoy this eBook and will seek out other books published by Crossroad Press. We strive to make our eBooks as free of errors as possible, but on occasion some make it into the final product. If you spot any problems, please contact us at publisher@crossroadpress.com and notify us of what you found. We’ll make the necessary corrections and republish the book. We’ll also ensure you get the updated version of the eBook.




  If you’d like to be notified of new Crossroad Press titles when they are published, please send an email to publisher@crossroadpress.com and ask to be added to our mailing list.




  If you have a moment, the author would appreciate you taking the time to leave a review for this book at whatever retailer’s site you purchased it from.




  Thank you for your assistance and your support of the authors published by Crossroad Press.
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  Author's Introduction to KILL




  KILL was the final stage play I ever wrote. Other than OLIVIA: A MONOLOGUE, and unless you count a handful of unfinished fragments, it was the last time I wrote for the theatre. It was written in December of l972 with the New York Theatre Ensemble at 2 East 2nd Street in mind, an off-off-Broadway black-box theatre group who had previously produced my one-acts THE PROGERIAN the year before and DRIVE-IN MOVIE that October.




  Four years before that I'd seen THE BOSTON STRANGLER – appropriately enough, in a theatre in Boston – with Henry Fonda, George Kennedy, Sally Kellerman, and Tony Curtis as mass-murderer Albert DeSalvo, in easily his best performance since THE SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS. You didn't see many movies based on true crimes back then and this one was pretty good and thought provoking. “What can you expect from a society that spends 44% of its tax dollars on killing?” It moved me to seek out the book of the same name by Gerold Frank.
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