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Part I 

Behold children are a heritage from the Lord...
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Psalm 127:3
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Parenting and Spiritual Growth
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M

others have a high and holy calling. It is indisputable: God cherishes children. After all, they are His. In Ezekiel 16:20-21, God rebukes Israel for sacrificing their sons and daughters. Specifically, He says, “You took the children you bore to Me and sacrificed them to idols.” Children belong to God. We must get our instructions from God as to how to raise our children. We must trust God to lead us in the process. 

So as we journey up Mount Horeb for direction, some of us feel a little inadequate. After all, we’ve barely had a full night’s sleep, and have not spent time alone with God. Yet we are called to this awesome task. Still, the Lord bids us come to Him and not look at the steepness of the mountain, nor at the twiny terrain, nor the uncertainty of the mountain caves. Just as He did with the children of Israel, he bids us to come up the mountain. He is there in the pillar of fire by day, and he will guide us up the mountain. We simply have to trust Him.

Trusting Him is an active process because we only trust Him to the degree we move. The children of Israel moved with the cloud. They followed faithfully. Trusting God involves moving when He moves, and stopping when He stops. Trusting God means we know Him. We know He has a good end in mind even if we don’t know what that end will be. Our trust in God grows everyday as moment by moment we move with the cloud. Like Peter, when he walked on the water, we constantly look to Jesus. 

If we listen to the voices of the other disciples in the boat they may distract us and get our eyes off Jesus, for it is gazing at Him, looking into His loving eyes, and seeing His outstretched hand that gives us the confidence that we can walk on water.

Moses was not distracted from his mission to deliver the tablets to the children of Israel; so we, too, must not be distracted by the very people we serve. When we hear the voice of God, we must not be distracted by our children. How do our children distract us? First, by just being children. We are simply annoyed by their immaturity. We expect them to enjoy the trek up Mount Horeb as much as we do; but they like to stop, examine the rocks, play with their sister, etc. Truly, they just want to enjoy the experience. 
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The Mystery of Childhood
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Childhood is such an awesome mystery to me. Although I’ve worked in children’s ministry for years, been a school teacher, and, of course, spend time with my own kids, there is a part of the process of being children I still do not understand. They are so open, honest, vulnerable. They possess a perception of purity. They question unashamedly. Their concept of time is almost nonexistent. They rapture in the process of things. Little ones taken by the activities of ants will trail the back yard the whole afternoon; or little ones who love dinosaurs will read every book and go on a bone excavation. I can see why Jesus compared the kingdom to little children. I enjoy these qualities about them. 

There are qualities I do not like about children, too. They are often impatient, demanding, and in a world all their own. They do not see the bigger picture. It is these things that annoy me about children. I think Jesus had to deal with these same qualities in his disciples. The difference between adult sin and children’s sin is that adults have been more socialized to cover it up. You see a sister at church you do not like, and you avoid her or put on a plastic smile. 

You’re socialized enough to know a scorn is inappropriate. If your child scringes up his face when he sees another child he had a conflict with, you immediately correct him. You will probably throw in a lecture for good measure because you’ll feel like you did the parenting thing well. You corrected a wrong. But have you? No, you have not. You have not dealt with the issue of his heart. Indeed what you have taught him is to turn his emotions inwardly and put on a Kool-Aid Christian smile like you.

This kind of behavior will hinder his spiritual growth because God requires pure hearts of all those who come into His presence. Therefore, it is our job not to lecture, but to stop and make children aware of their sin, get them to freely acknowledge it, and move them to the process of repentance. This, moms, can be quite a distraction as we rigorously strive to enter in the presence of God. Dealing with sin is just part of the calling of motherhood, and the sooner we face it the more inclined we’ll be to deal with it. 
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