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Description

Indiana's Role in the Civil War recounts the stories of the regiments that served in the War Between the States. Indiana had the second largest per capita number of men fighting for the Union Army in the four years of the war. From the first battle, the Battle of Philippi, to the Grand Review of the Armies Hoosiers played a prominent role in the defeat of the rebellion of the Confederacy. The book includes a county by county history of the regiments as well as the story of the longest raid of the Civil War, Morgan's Raid.
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Author Note:

The author strives for accuracy, however even he is capable of making mistakes. If the reader sees an error, contact the author and he will make corrections, if possible.
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Thumbnail History of the Civil War
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Slavery the Dividing Issue

The issue of slavery had divided the United States since the beginning of the Republic, and even before. The balance between slave states and free states had been fairly well balanced at the beginning of the Republic. Five of the thirteen states had banned slavery in their state constitutions. These were:

Delaware

New Hampshire

Massachusetts

Pennsylvania

Connecticut

Rhode Island

New York and New Jersey each had large populations of slaves when the Constitution of the United States was ratified and did not initially ban slavery. Slave states at the time of ratification included:

Georgia

Maryland

North Carolina

South Carolina

Virginia

Maintaining Balance

The authors of the Constitution were careful to try to maintain this balance. In an attempt to keep the balance even, the delegates came up with the Three/Fifths Compromise when they drafted the Constitution. This compromise meant that a slave only counted as three/fifths of a person. This was to keep people who were in bondage and could not vote from being part of the census enumeration that determined the size of the House of Representatives. If the slaves were included in this count, the slave states would be over-represented in the House of Representatives. When the Congress created the Northwest Territory, Thomas Jefferson insisted that slavery be banned in any states that came out of it. Even though he was a slave owner, he did not want to see the practice spread. Over time, more states came into the Union. Always careful to try to maintain the balance, the Congress, led by Henry Clay, passed the Missouri Compromise of 1820. This ensured that the Congress would maintain the balance by admitting one free state for each slave state that entered the Union. 

Division Festers

Various Underground Railroad movements existed in the northern, "free," states. These Underground Railroad movements sought to aid blacks that had escaped bondage. Complex networks developed that transported these unfortunates from the south to Canada, where they would be free. Southern bounty hunters moved through the north, attempting to catch these fugitives and return them. The Republican Party arose as a force to try to abolish slavery. It's main strength lay in the Northern free states. Even within the states, support was divided, as many norther states had large populations that supported slavery as an institution. 

Abraham Lincoln Elected

Lincoln was feared in the south because he was fiercely anti-slavery. The election of 1860 featured three major candidates. The new Republican Party nominated Abraham Lincoln, who opposed the practice of slavery. The Republicans did not officially call for the total abolition of slavery, however most of the party's leadership were abolitionists. The Republicans opposed any expansion of slavery into the territories and wanted to ban it completely, though that was not their official stand. The Democratic Party split during the run up to the nomination. The Democrats chose Stephen A. Douglas as their candidate. He wanted each territory to choose between slavery and free when they applied for statehood. Douglas was the choice of the northern wing of the party. The Southern Wing nominated John C. Breckinridge, who supported using the federal government to protect slave states interests. A fourth candidate, John Bell, was nominated by the Connotational Union Party. This party wanted to avoid the breakup of the Union over the slavery issue. Their hope was to avoid the slavery issue and try to preserve the Union. In a fiercely contested election, Abraham Lincoln won the presidency in 1860. The electoral vote count was:

Abraham Lincoln - Republican - 180

John C. Breckinridge - Southern Democratic - 72

Stephen A. Douglas - Democratic - 12

John Bell - Constitutional Union - 39

At the time of the election, the free states were:

California

Connecticut

Georgia

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Maine

Massachusetts

Michigan

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New York

Ohio

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

Vermont

Wisconsin

The slave states included:

Alabama

Arkansas

Delaware

Georgia

Florida

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maryland

Missouri

Mississippi

North Carolina

South Carolina

Tennessee

Texas

Secession

Following Lincoln’s election, the southern slave states feared he would attempt to abolish slavery and many state legislatures began debating secession. South Carolina became the first state to secede. Six other states followed before Lincoln was inaugurated on March 4, 1861. Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas soon followed suit. These states formed the Confederate States of America on February 4, 1861. 

Border States

Four states, Maryland, Delaware, Missouri, and Kentucky were slave states that did not secede. These states remained in the Union but did not officially join the fight that would soon follow, trying instead to maintain their neutrality. The western counties of Virginia seceded from the state and formed a new state, West Virginia, on October 24, 1861. Congress admitted West Virginia as a state on June 20, 1863. 

The state legislatures began occupying Federal properties, including the military posts, soon after. President James Buchanan did not oppose these occupations. By the time Lincoln was inaugurated only four forts remained in Union hands, Fort Pickens, Fort Jefferson, Fort Taylor and Fort Sumpter. Lincoln vowed to protect these forts. On April 12, 1861 Confederate forces fired on Fort Sumpter, capturing it the next day. The Civil War had begun. 

Prolonged Struggle

The war drug on for four long years, with most of the battles taking place in the border states or the Confederate states. Abraham Lincoln's stand was that the United States Constitution constituted a "perfect union," that could not be dissolved. He held that any vote to secede was illegal and that the secession bills were void. The Union moved to mobilize for war. Lincoln, at first believing that the conflict would be short lived, called for 75,000 90 day volunteers to quell the rebellion on April 15, 1861. On May 3, he called for 100,000 three year volunteers. By war's end, at least two and a half million men served in the Union military. Casualties included 360,000 Union soldiers that died from all causes; 280,000 were wounded and 200,000 deserted. The Confederates sent between 600,000 and 1,500,000 men into war. They suffered approximately 94,000 killed or mortally wounded in battle, 164,000 deaths from disease and between 26,000 and 31,000 deaths in Union prison camps. The numbers of Confederates who served, died and were wounded are hard to determine and these numbers are only estimates. 

Indiana 

Indiana played a major role in the Civil War. Approximately 196,363 Hoosier men served in the Navy and Army. 25,028 men died in battle, 17,785 from disease. 48,568 suffered wounds during the war. Governor Oliver P. Morton, an ardent Lincoln supporter, was the first to respond to Lincoln's call for volunteers, promising 10,000 volunteers for the effort. Indiana provided the Union with the second most troops by percentage of population during the war. Over thirty-five percent of Hoosier soldiers were casualties by the time the war ended when General Robert E. Lee surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant on April 9, 1865, at Appomattox Court House in Virginia.

Hoosiers Celebrate War’s End

The celebrations that broke on April 9, 1865 out after Indiana residents learned of Lee's surrender caused the city newspaper, the Indianapolis Journal, to call them demented. However, the celebrants had good reason to revel in the war's end. During the war Indiana, the fifth largest Union state, had contributed 196,363 soldiers, sailors and marines to the war effort. Over 24,000 Hoosiers had lost their lives. Indiana contributed the second highest proportion of troops to the war in the Union. Over thirty-five percent of Indiana's solders became casualties of the war. In addition to the dead, 48,568 soldiers were wounded during the conflict. About fifteen percent of the state's total population served in the war. Hoosiers had good reason to celebrate. 
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Below is a county by county rundown of the state’s contribution to the war. 
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Adams County

Many men from this county enlisted in regiments that formed in Indianapolis or another county.
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Allen County
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Visitors to Fort Wayne will find this historical marker at the corner of Center and Huron Streets. 

Title of Marker:

Camp Allen 1861-64

Location:

SE corner of Center & Huron Streets at playground entrance, Fort Wayne. (Allen County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected by the Indiana Civil War Centennial Commission, 1963

Marker ID #: 

02.1963.1

Marker Text: 

Civil War Mustering-In Camp. Colonel Hugh B. Reed served as first Commandant. Here the 30th, 44th, 74th, 88th, and 100th Indiana Regiments and the 11th Indiana Battery were organized

Brief History

The Indiana Historical Bureau has prepared a report for this marker. The primary concern is the date in the title line, which cannot be verified. It is probable that it is, but there are no primary sources to substantiate it. To read the report, click this link.

http://www.in.gov/history/files/02.1963.1CampAllen.pdf

30th Indiana Infantry 

Organized in Fort Wayne in July and mustered on Sept. 24, 1861 under the command of Sion S. Bass. It departed Indiana for Camp Nevin, Kentucky. Most of its early action was in Tennessee. It took part in the battles at Shiloh, Stone's River and Chickamauga. It did participate in Gen. Thomas Atlanta Campaign, seeing action in every battle. From Georgia it moved back to Tennessee, moving on to Texas in 1863. It would occupy Texas until Nov. 25, 1865, when it mustered out. The 30th Indiana Infantry suffered 417 casualties, with 133 enlisted men, 4 officers killed in action and 274 to disease. 

For the detailed roster and record of activity, visit this link:

https://civilwarindex.com/armyin/officers/30th_in_infantry_reorg_officers.pdf

44th Indiana Infantry

Organized at Fort Wayne, the 44th mustered on Oct. 24, 1861, departing for Henderson, Kentucky. Most of its duty was in Tennessee, fighting at Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Perryville, Chickamauga and Chattanooga. The 44th mustered out on Sept. 14, 1865, suffering 249 dead, sixty-five desertions and 102 missing in action.

74th Indiana Infantry

The 74th mustered on August 21, 1864, departing for Louisville, Kentucky. Most of the 74th's activity was in Tennessee as it participated in numerous skirmishes, pursuits and other actions. At Chickamauga it was among the first to engage the Confederates and was the last regiment to depart the field. When General Sherman started his push to the sea, the 74th Indiana went along. When it mustered out, the regiments losses were 260 deaths, twenty-five desertions and four missing in actions. 

88th Indiana Infantry

The 88th mustered on August 29, 1862 and departed for Louisville, Kentucky where it helped in the defense of Louisville against Confederate General Kirby Smith's army. It saw heavy action at the Battle of Perryville. From there it moved into Tennessee, seeing heavy action at Stone's River, Hoover's Gap, Tullahoma, Hillsboro and Elk River. The 88th participated in the "Battle Above the Clouds," on Lookout Mountain at Chattanooga. The 88th was among the first to plant the United States Flag at the top of Missionary Ridge during that bloody battle. When Sherman marched to the sea, he took the 88th along. The regiment was one of the companies that reached Atlanta and fought in that battle. From there, it participated in the drive for Savanah. The 88th mustered out on June 7, 1865, suffering 208 dead, thirty-six desertions, and eight missing in actions. 

11th Indiana Light Battery

The 11th Indiana Light Battery mustered in on December 17, 1861, moving at once to Louisville, Kentucky. The regiment saw action at Corinth, then moved into Mississippi and Alabama, moving into camp at Huntsville. From Huntsville it proceeded into Tennessee to Stone's River, then to guard duty over important stretches of rail line. It saw heavy action at Chickamauga, Chattanooga and Missionary Ridge. The 11th moved with Sherman into Georgia towards Atlanta. The 11th mustered out on June 7, 1865. No casualty counts available.

Other regiments organized in Allen County

44th Indiana Regiment

88th Indiana Infantry

100th Indiana Infantry

Back to Table of Contents
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Bartholomew County
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Visitors to Hartsville, Indiana will find this historical marker at the corner of Indiana State Road 46 and North Washington Street.

Title of Marker:

Private Barton W. Mitchell

Location:

SW corner of town square, SR 46/East Harrison Street & North Washington, Hartsville. (Bartholomew County, Indiana)

Installed by:

1992 by Indiana Historical Bureau

Marker ID #: 

03.1992.1

Marker Text: 

Barton Mitchell, Co. F, 27th Indiana Volunteers, is buried in Hartsville Baptist Cemetery. He found Confederate General Lee's "Lost" Special orders No. 191 Near Frederick, MD, September 13, 1862. Union General McClellan then engaged Lee at the Battle of Antietam.

Barton W. Mitchell (1816 - 1868)

Mitchell joined the Union Army on Sept. 12, 1861 and became attached to the 27th Indiana Volunteers. His unit was at Frederick, Maryland. they were resting from a previous battle near a campground previously occupied by Confederate Major General Daniel Harvey Hill's troops. It was around noon on September 13, 1862, when Mitchell noticed a packet lying in the grass in the campground Hill's troops had occupied. Picking up the packet, he found three cigars. Wrapped around the cigars he found a piece of paper. Upon examining the contents of the letter, he realized he had made an important find. He turned the letter (no word on the fate of the cigars) to his sergeant. The letter made its way up the chain of command until it reached the Commander of the Union Troops, Major General George B. McClellan. The contents of the letter delighted General McClellan, who told a subordinate officer, "Here is a paper with which, if I cannot whip Bobby Lee, I will be willing to go home."

Special Order 191

Mitchell had happened upon a letter that was of great importance to the Confederate Army. Many historians consider his find to have changed the course of the war. The letter, drafted by Confederate Army General Robert E. Lee on September 9, 1862. It contained detailed troop movements that Lee planned to make during the next few days. The intelligence contained in the letters contributed greatly to the Union victories at the Battle of South Mountain and Battle of Antietam.

Wounded at Antietam

Mitchell received a leg wound at the Battle of Antietam. Due to the lack of antibiotics at the time, many wounds became infected. This was the case with Mitchell and he mustered out on Sept. 1, 1864. He died in 1868, possibly as a result of the infected leg, which probably never healed properly.

Units organizing in Bartholomew County

10th Indiana Regiment Cavalry

120th Indiana Infantry

Back to Table of Contents
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Many men from this county enlisted in regiments that formed in Indianapolis or another county.
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Blackford
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Many men from this county enlisted in regiments that formed in Indianapolis or another county.
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Boone

Many men from this county enlisted in regiments that formed in Indianapolis or another county.
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Brown
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Many men from this county enlisted in regiments that formed in Indianapolis or another county.
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Carroll
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Many men from this county enlisted in regiments that formed in Indianapolis or another county.
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Regiments Raised in Cass County

46th Indiana Infantry
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Visitors to Memphis, Indiana will find this historical marker at the intersection of US 31 and Court Street. 

Title of Marker: 

General Jefferson C. Davis 1828-1879

Location: 

US 31 and Court Street, Memphis. (Clark County, Indiana)

Installed by: 

Erected by the Indiana Civil War Centennial Commission, 1963

Marker ID #: 

10.1963.1

Marker Text: 

General Jefferson C. Davis was born in Clark Co., Ind. Appointed colonel of the 22nd Indiana Infantry. After promotion to brigadier general for service at Pea Ridge, he saw action at Corinth, Murfreesboro, and Chickamauga and the Atlantic Campaign.

Brief History by the Author

History trivia buffs remember General Davis for two reasons. His name was similar to President Jefferson Davis of the Confederacy. And he murdered another Union general in full view of witnesses and got away with it. 

General Jefferson C. Davis (1828-1879)

The eldest of eight children, Jefferson C. Davis was born near Memphis, Indiana. His parents, like many people in the area, had emigrated from Kentucky and took up residence in southern Indiana. He joined the 3rd Indiana Volunteers in June 1846 to serve in the Mexican-American War. He proved brave during that war, eventually receiving a commission as a second lieutenant. When the rebels bombarded Fort Sumpter, starting the Civil War, Davis was serving in the fort as a garrison officer. The Army promoted him to captain in May, 1861 and sent him to Indiana to raise a regiment. With his following promotion to colonel, he received command of the 22nd Indiana Infantry. During action in Missouri he received promotion to Brigadier General.

Exhaustion

By summer 1862 Davis was exhausted by his combat duties. He requested, and received, a twenty day leave of absence to rest. He returned to Indiana. During his leave, the Confederacy won a major victory at the Battle of Richmond in Virginia. The Confederate army pressed the Union forces back and the Union Army in Kentucky fell back to Louisville. The rebels were set for a major offensive, possibly into the north. 

Insult and Dismissal

Davis heard of the situation and returned back to duty early. He reported to General Wright in Cincinnati. He sent him to aid General William "Bull" Nelson set up the Louisville defenses. General Nelson charged him with arming and training Louisville residents for defensive actions. After two days, Nelson ordered Davis to report. After giving some non-committal answers, Nelson insultingly dismissed him and ordered him to return across the Ohio River. He charged the guards with removing him if he did not go. 

After protesting his poor treatment by Nelson, Davis departed to Cincinnati. From there, General White ordered him to return to Louisville. In the meantime General Buell had replaced Nelson at Louisville, so White assumed it was safe to send Davis back. Davis returned to Louisville. 

The Murder

Nelson had been transferred, but had no yet left Louisville. He was in the hotel in which Davis was attending a meeting. Davis approached Nelson and demanded an apology. Nelson responded with another insult. Davis picked a registration card off the desk, wadded it up and flicked it into Nelson's face. Nelson bore the nickname "Bull." He was a huge man, possibly 300 pounds. Davis was a slight man, barely 125 pounds. An old friend of Davis, Indiana Oliver P. Morton had been in attendance at the meeting and witnessed the exchange. Davis asked the governor if he had come to see him insulted. When the governor answered in the negative, Davis left the room. Once outside, Davis asked an old friend for a pistol. The friend replied that he had none. Davis asked another and received one. He went back into the reception room and down a hall to Nelson's office. Nelson was standing outside. Davis took aim and fired, hitting the man in the chest. 

Off Scot Free

Davis was taken into custody. In a few days an old friend, Major General Horatio G. Wright, got him released and returned to duty. Because of the shortage of officers, Davis was never charged with murder. He served the rest of the war with distinction, retiring from the military many years after the war.

In Jeffersonville visitors will find this marker at 301 Park Place. 

Title of Marker: 

Civil War Hospital 1864-66

Location: 

301 Park Place at Crestview, northeast lawn, Holt Masonic Orphan's Home, Port Fulton neighborhood, Jeffersonville. 

Installed by: 

Indiana Civil War Centennial Commission, 1962

Marker ID #: 

10.1962.1

Marker Text: 

Site of Jefferson General Hospital, the third largest hospital in the United States during the Civil War. Under Dr. Middleton Goldsmith's command it served over 16, 000 patients.

Jefferson General Hospital

The United States Army built Jefferson General Hospital to care for Union soldiers wounded during the American Civil War. The hospital replaced a smaller facility built on the grounds of nearby Camp Joe Holt.

Camp Joe Holt

Camp Joe Holt was one of the major staging areas for Union troops during the Civil War. Located across the Ohio River from Louisville, Kentucky on farm land donated by Blanton Duncan to the Army for that purpose. The camp drew its name from President Buchanan's Secretary of War, Joseph Holt. Colonel Lovell Rousseau opened the camp originally as a recruiting station for Kentucky residents that wanted to join the Union cause. By September 1861 over 2000 Kentucky men had volunteered for service and formed the Fifth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry Regiment. This regiment bore the nickname "Louisville Legion." The camp housed a military hospital until Jefferson General Hospital opened in 1862.

Jefferson General Hospital (1864 - 1866)

Indiana Senator Jesse D. Bright owned the land until his expulsion from the Senate in 1862 when he acknowledged Jefferson Davis as President of the Confederacy. Shortly after, the Army confiscated his land to use to house the new Jefferson General Hospital. The facility fronted the Ohio River and had twenty-seven buildings. A corridor that was one-half mile in circumference circled the buildings. Twenty-four of the buildings served as hospital wards. Each ward housed fifty-three patients and one ward master. A chapel with reading rooms, post office, drug and instrument house, and "dead house" occupied were also in the facility. 

Soldiers that died at the facility were interred at nearby Meijer Fields. During its operation the Army considered it the best of its military hospitals. 

Regiments formed at Clarksville

12th Independent Battery Indiana Light Artillery
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Many men from this county enlisted in regiments that formed in Indianapolis or another county.
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Many men from this county enlisted in regiments that formed in Indianapolis or another county.
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Visitors to Leavenworth Indiana will find this historic marker noting the event known as Hine’s Raid. 

Title of Marker:

Hines' Raid

Location:

SR 62 near Dry Run Road & Old Town Leavenworth Road, Leavenworth. (Crawford County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1992 Indiana Historical Bureau and West Clark Community School Gifted/Talented Program

Marker ID #: 

13.1992.3

Marker Text: 

Confederate Captain Thomas Hines with fewer than 100 cavalrymen, crossed the Ohio River into Perry County June 17, 1863, seeking horses. Warned here of impending ambush by Home Guards, they fled to upper Blue River Island where most were captured or killed June 19.

Brief History by the Author

Thomas Hines Raid

Confederate General John Hunt Morgan planned a raid across the Ohio River and sent a man named Thomas Hines to discover Confederate sympathizers in Indiana that might support his raid. Hines and about a hundred men stole some Union soldier uniforms from a supply depot in Brownsville, Kentucky, then robbed a train to acquire Union currency. They crossed the river below Leavenworth. They used the ruse that they were Union troops searching for deserter as they struck north towards Paoli, then to French Lick. Once there, they met with Doctor William A. Bowles, a Confederate supporter. Bowles told them he could not help them. Attempting to escape into Kentucky they hired a guide from Leavenworth to take them across the river. Instead, the man betrayed them to the Union troops that were chasing Hines group down. The Union troops used ammunition supplied by Leavenworth residents to attack the Confederates as they attempted to cross the river. The soldiers killed three of them and captured most of the rest. Hines managed to escape.

Regiments Formed in Clark County

Independent Indiana Cavalry Company

Back to Table of Contents
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An historical marker located at the United Methodist Cemetery honors Captain Eli McCarty.

Title of Marker:

Burial Site of Captain Eli McCarty

Location:

United Methodist Ebenezer Cemetery, SR 257 & CR 725 S, east side of highway, 6 miles south of Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1993 Indiana Historical Bureau and Daviess County Visitors Bureau

Marker ID #: 

14.1993.1

Marker Text: 

During the Civil War, on October 3, 1864, Daviess County draft officer Eli McCarty was murdered by antiwar draft protesters. Five men were convicted of his murder. Reportedly, several other men involved fled west.

Captain Eli McCarty (November 28, 1828 – October 3, 1864)

A native of Daviess County, Eli was the son of James and Elizabeth McCarty. Eli married Sarah V. Lundy Allen on in 1857. Together they had four daughters. He served during the Mexican War during the years 1846 through 1848. He enlisted in the Union Army in the 42 Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Company G, on Sept. 23, 1860. After receiving wounds at the Battle of Perryville (Kentucky) on Oct. 8, 1861, the army discharged him for disability on March16, 1862. After passage of the Draft Act of 1863 he received an appointment as a draft officer to notify draftees of their status and requirement to report for enlistment.

Appointment as Notifying Officer of the Draft

The Draft Act of 1863 passed Congress on March 3, 1863. The Act provided for a military draft to enlist the soldiers necessary to carry on the Civil War. The law stipulated that all males between twenty and forty-five years of age enroll in the draft. To administer the draft, a State Provost Marshal General headed each state. Below that the law created several enrollment boards in each state headed by a district provost marshal. Each district enrollment board employed a number of clerks, deputies, and special agents . These boards were further divided into sub-districts which had enrollment officers to register eligible males and notify them if they were drafted. The Act allowed men to evade the draft by either paying a fine of $300 or finding someone to serve in their place. The evasion methods created a great deal of unrest in the lower classes who could not afford the $300, a substantial sum in 1862. This created riots in some cities and general discontent everywhere. 

Resistance in Daviess County

Many residents in Daviess County opposed the war and the draft. Some stated that if they were notified that they had been drafted, they would kill the notifying agent. Many residents held meetings in which they voiced their displeasure over the war and the draft. 

Captain Eli McCarty Does His Duty

On October 3, 1864 McCarty left his home to notify several men that they were compelled to report to the enrollment board. Brothers Samuel and Thornton Slicer, Jr. were his first stops. The Slicers had threatened him with death before he took his leave. He then had dinner with his friend, William Jackson. Jackson noted that McCarty was uneasy and upon hearing why, offered to accompany him on his next stops. McCarty declined, then left for his next two stops, William Madden and James Nash. He then stopped at the Macaboy home to notify them, but no one was home. 

The Murder

As he rode home Thornton Slicer and William Madden, who had been following him, accosted him and began to chase him. As McCarty fled others joined in the chase. John Macaboy, waiting in ambush, shot and killed him. The assassins, five in all, found McCarty’s horse and used it to carry the body to a river. They weighted it down and sank it in the water. But others had seen the murder and soon the countryside rose, a posse formed and search mounted. The five men were captured. The authorities took the five men, John Macaboy, Daniel Scales, William Whitesides, Washington Hederich, and Yokum Scott to Indianapolis to stand trial. All were convicted and sentenced to the penitentiary.
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This marker at the end of Walnut Street in Lawrenceburg marks the spot Abraham Lincoln delivered a speech. 

Dearborn Historical Marker - Abraham Lincoln

Indiana (Dearborn County), Lawrenceburg — Abraham Lincoln

Inscription. 

Abraham Lincoln made a famous pre-inaugural speech from his train platform near here Feb. 12, 1861, placing emphasis on the people's part in justice and good government.

Erected 

1966 by Dearborn County Sesquicentennial Committee. 

This marker is included in the Lincoln 1861 Inaugural Train Stops marker series.

Location.

39° 5.517' N, 84° 50.778' W.

Marker is in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, in Dearborn County. 

Marker can be reached from South Walnut Street south of New Street. 

Marker is at the Ohio River at the South end of Walnut Street. 

Marker is in this post office area: Lawrenceburg IN 47025, United States of America. 

Brief History by the Author

The marker denotes the spot that Abraham Lincoln stopped for a speech during his inaugural tour that began on February 11, 1861. He would stop at ten cities in Indiana before entering Ohio. 

Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln spent his boyhood years in southern Indiana. Lincoln State Park preserves some of the sites and memories important to Lincoln as he was growing up. Nancy Hanks Lincoln presented her husband Thomas with a son on February 12, 1809. He was born on the Sinking Spring Farm in Hardin County, Kentucky. When Abraham was a boy of seven, Thomas moved the family to southern Indiana. Thomas had been a wealthy Kentucky farmer until 1816, when he lost all his land due to faulty property line disputes. He moved his family to Indiana where the property laws provided better title to land. Thomas was also staunchly anti-slavery. Kentucky was a slave state while Indiana was not. 

Boyhood in Indiana

Abraham would live in Spencer County in Indiana until March, 1830 when the Lincoln family moved to Decatur, Illinois. During their stay in Indiana, Abe's mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln would die of "milk sickness," and his sister Sarah would die during childbirth. Lincoln obtained his law degree in Illinois and began his political career there, culminating with his successful run for President in 1860. Lincoln began his Whistle stop tour on Monday, February 11, 1861 at Springfield, Illinois. 

His stops in Indiana included:

State Line City, Indiana

Lafayette, Indiana 

Thorntown, Indiana

Lebanon, Indiana

Zionsville, Indiana

Indianapolis, Indiana

Shelbyville, Indiana

Greensburg, Indiana

Morris, Indiana

Lawrenceburg, Indiana

For more information about Lincoln's Whistle Stop Tour, contact:

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/lincolns-whistle-stop-trip-to-washington-161974/

Lincoln's Whistle Stop Tour in Indiana

Lincoln Comes Home 

At approximately 7:30 a.m., President-elect Abraham Lincoln leaves for the railway station without his wife, who will join him later.

Monday, February 11, 1861

Springfield Train Station 

As Lincoln boards the train at Springfield's Great Western Railroad depot, he says to the crowd, “To this place, and the kindness of these people, I owe everything... I now leave.. with a task before me greater than that which rested upon [George] Washington.”

Decatur Train Depot

Tolono Train Station

Vermilion Country Train Depot

State Line City, Indiana

Lafayette, Indiana 

After being joined by a committee of Indiana politicians in State Line City, Lincoln speaks before a crowd in Lafayette, “While some of us may differ in political opinions, still we are all united in one feeling for the Union. We all believe in the maintenance of the Union, of every star and every stripe of the glorious flag, and permit me to express the sentiment that upon the union of the States, there shall be between us no difference. “

Thorntown, Indiana

Lebanon, Indiana

Zionsville, Indiana

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Lincoln arrived at 5 p.m., welcomed by Gov. Oliver Morton and a 34-gun salute. He joined a procession of 20,000 state legislators, public employees, soldiers, firemen and others. For the first time in his journey, he temporarily lost his copies of his Inaugural address. 

With Mrs. Lincoln alongside him, he boards the train enroute to Cincinnati at 11 a.m. the following morning.

Tuesday, February 12, 1861

Shelbyville, Indiana

Greensburg, Indiana

Morris, Indiana

Lawrenceburg, Indiana

Cincinnati, Ohio 

At a public reception held by the German Industrial Association, Lincoln says, “I deem it my duty...that I should wait until the last moment, for a development of the present national difficulties before I express myself decidedly what course I shall pursue.” 

His reluctance to make definitive public statements on the secession crisis was an ongoing theme in his remarks on this journey. 

Escorted by members of the Ohio legislature, Lincoln departed on the Little Miami Railroad at 9 a.m. the following morning.

Historical Marker denoting the route of Colonel John T. Morgan’s route through Dearborn County.

Title

Exhausted Morgan Troops

Inscription. 

Located on the southeast corner of State Road 101 and County Road 900N stands the Ferris Schoolhouse. The structure still stands and has been converted to a private residence. General Morgan spent the evening of July 12, 1863, inside the school while his exhausted troopers camped at the present-day St. Paul cemetery. Morgan and his Raiders had ridden approximately 45 miles that day (150 miles in the last four days).

See Morgan's Raid in the Indiana Civil War Time Line Section

Erected by Historic Hoosier Hills RC&D. (Marker Number 20.)

Topics and series. This historical marker is listed in this topic list: War, US Civil. In addition, it is included in the John Hunt Morgan Heritage Trail in Indiana series list.

Location. 

39° 12.296' N, 85° 5.664' W. Marker is in Sunman, Indiana, in Ripley County on State Road 101 north of Asche Road, on the right when traveling north. Marker is located near the entrance to the St. Paul Cemetery. Touch for map. Marker is at or near this postal address: 8930 State Route 101, Sunman IN 47041, United States of America. Touch for directions.

Dearborn County Historical Marker - General John Morgan 

Indiana (Dearborn County), Dover — General John Morgan

Inscription:

Marched east along this road on Monday, July 13, 1863 in his raid across Southern Indiana.

Erected 1927 by Dearborn County Historical Society. 

Location

39° 14.464' N, 84° 56.846' W. 

Dover, Indiana, in Dearborn County. 

Marker is at the intersection of Indiana Route 1 and North Dearborn Road, on the right when traveling north on State Route 1. 

Brief History by the Author

See Morgan's Raid in the Indiana Civil War Time Line Section

Dearborn County Historical Marker

Medal of Honor Citations

Civil War

By Ginger Drenning, August 23, 2009

Inscription.

Dearborn County

Medal of Honor Citations

Civil War

Name Awarded

Pvt. William Shepherd - - May 3, 1865

Pvt. Frank Stolz - - July 9, 1894 

Pvt. David H. Helms - - - July 26, 1894

Pvt. Thomas A. Blasdel - - - August 11, 1894 

Pvt. John W. Conaway - - - - August 11, 1894 

Pvt. William W. Chisman - - - August 15, 1894

Erected 1966 by Legion Posts of Dearborn County. 

This marker is included in the Medal of Honor Recipients marker series.

Location. 39° 5.455' N, 84° 50.995' W. 

Marker is in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, in Dearborn County. 

Marker is on West High Street west of Mary Street, on the right when traveling west. 

Located on the left pillar - of the front entry of Dearborn County Courthouse in Lawrenceburg, Indiana. 

Marker is at or near this postal address: 

215 West High Street, Lawrenceburg IN 47025, United States of America. 

Brief History of the Medal of Honor

Established by an act of Congress during the beginning days of the American Civil War on December 21, 1862, the law authorized a December 9 resolution introduced by Iowa Senator James W. Grimes. This Medal of Honor was to "promote the efficiency of the Navy," by awarding a medal for acts that went above and beyond the call of duty. Congress authorized an Army version on July 12, 1862. The Air Force received a version on April 14, 1965. The Medal of Honor is awarded only to members of the United States Military. Marines and Coast Guard personnel receive the naval version of the Medal. 

Awarding the Medal of Honor

Typically, a request for awarding a Medal of Honor ascends up through the chain of command from the proposed recipient’s commanding officer until it reaches the Secretary of Defense, who will pass the recommendation on to a member of Congress. Typically, this member is from the proposed recipients Congressional District. Alternatively, a member of Congress can introduce a resolution without this chain of command. The chain of command process can take up to eighteen months to complete. If Congress approves the resolution to award the Medal of Honor to an individual, the President of the United States personally awards the Medal to the recipient at a White House ceremony, in the name of Congress. If the award is posthumous, or the recipient is unable to participate, the next of kin will receive the award in their stead. Currently Congress has awarded 3,515 Medals of Honor since its establishment during the Civil War.

Current guidelines for awarding the Medal of Honor, established by Congress in 1963:

1. While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States;

2, while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or,

3, while serving with friendly forces engaged in armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

Congressional Medal of Honor Society

40 Patriots Point Road

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

medalhq@cmohs.org

http://www.cmohs.org
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Visitors to Greensburg will find this historical marker at the corner of Indiana State Road 46 and Poplar Street. 

Title of Marker:

Civil War General John T. Wilder

Location:

North side of 446 E. Main Street/SR 46 at Poplar Street, Greensburg. (Decatur County, Indiana)

Installed by:

2001 Indiana Historical Bureau and Wal-Mart

Marker ID #: 

16.2001.1

Marker Text: 

Wilder (1830-1917), resident of Greensburg circa 1858-1869, built this home 1865-1866. He was millwright and inventor; provided major employment in the area. Enlisted in Civil War; appointed lieutenant colonel of Seventeenth Indiana Volunteer Infantry 1861 by Indiana Governor Oliver P. Morton.

Side two:

In 1863, Wilder commanded a brigade which included mounted infantry equipped with new Spencer repeating rifles. Use of rifles helped troops defeat Confederates at Hoover's Gap; earned them nickname Wilder's Lightning Brigade. Wilder was breveted Brigadier General 1864, after Chickamauga

Brief History by the Author

John T. Wilder, the son of Reuben and Mary (Merritt) Wilder John T. could claim descent from heroes. His grandfather and great-grandfather saw action in the Revolutionary War. His father fought in the War of 1812. When the Civil War erupted, John T. Wilder would join their ranks. 

General John T. Wilder (January 31, 1830 - October 20, 1917)

From his home in the Catskill Mountains near Hunter, New York, John T. Wilder left his home at nineteen for Ohio. In Ohio he would find his career. He worked as a draftsman and then he became apprenticed to a millwright. From Ohio he migrated to Indiana in 1858 to live in the town of Greensburg. In Greensburg he established a foundry which became quite successful. While living in Greensburg he invented and patented many different machines. He sold his machinery all over Indiana and in neighboring states. 

The War Breaks Out

Wilder enlisted, receiving the rank of private. The men of his company, Company A, 17th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, elected him captain. Governor Oliver P. Morton commissioned him as a lieutenant colonel and by spring of 1862 the company found itself at the Battle of Shiloh. His performance at that battle earned him a promotion to full Colonel and command of the 17th Indiana. 

Extensive Duty in the War

Wilder and his 17th saw extensive action during the war. Two incidents stand out. At Munfordville, Tennessee Wilder commanded three regiments totaling about 4000 men behind extensive fortifications. Confederate General Braxton Bragg advanced towards him with approximately 22,000 soldiers. Bragg completely surrounded Wilder and then demanded a surrender. Wilder demanded to see the Confederate positions. Rebel soldiers led a blindfolded Wilder behind their lines and removed the blindfold to show Wilder their overwhelming superiority.

Wilder, after considering his situation, said, “Well, it seems to me that I ought to surrender.”

He did so and the Confederates held him prisoner for two months. They exchanged him for some Confederate prisoners and he resumed duty. 

Mounted Soldiers and Repeating Rifles

Upon his return to duty he received command of the First Brigade of the Army of the Cumberland. This brigade included his old unit, the 17th Indiana. During this time, an idea to mount his brigade inspired him to experiment. A first trial using mules from the wagon trains failed. His superior officer, Major General William S. Rosecrans, supported the idea and gave him leave to forage the countryside for horses. The Army was in rebel country, so they just commandeered whatever horses they found. The muskets in use at the time proved too clumsy for mounted soldiers, so Wilder searched for alternatives. he found it in the Spencer repeating rifle. Wanting this rifle, which held seven rounds of rimfire .56-caliber metallic cartridges, he requested his men vote on purchasing them. To avoid army red tape, which could take months and result in a denial, the men voted in approval. Wilder appealed to the banks in Greensburg, and they responded by lending out the thirty-five dollars needed for each weapon to purchase the weapons. Using these weapons, his brigade helped avert total Union disaster at Chickamauga and successfully held Hoover’s Gap against a devastating rebel assault. 

Sickness and Resignation
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