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			CHAPTER ONE

			The  History of Duncan  Village

			1.1	(IN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN REVOLUTION)

			Duncan Village is a township in the Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality in the Eastern Cape province in South Africa. The township is located about five kilometres away from the East London city business district (CBD). Duncan Village is divided into five wards which cover surrounding areas, each headed by a ward councillor. However, whenever the country is approaching the local government elections, there are always changes in terms of the number of wards because of delimitation of boundaries by the Demarcation Board. 

			Ward one covers Duncan Village Proper Areas: Bashe, Florence, Sandile, Tappa, Mahlangeni, Sofute, Gxabanisa, Bokwe, Lujiza, Petswa, Ntsenyero, Mathuntutha, Ventshu, Gavi, Gwijana, Keswa, Dunga, Mzonyana, Ndee, Majombosi, Mekeni, Mazwi, Jongilanga, Mdaka, Ngqibisa and Xabanisa; Braelyn: Braelyn Hills and Heights, Milner Estate, Stoneydrift, Milner Lennock and Panmure, Chiselhurst, Braelynn Ext 10; Pefferville: New Sane, Lanark, Selkirk, Hewitt, Canning, Bromley, Piston.

			

			Ward two areas: Duncan Village: C-Section 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, Endlovini Area, B Hostel, Dunga, Bhebhelele, Holomisa Squatter Camp, Barbaton, Kwinana, Godla, Mekeni, Zakhele Squatter Camp, Jiba, Toyana, C-Section Extension.

			Ward six areas: Parkridge: Parkridge, CC Lloyd Duncan Village: Moscow, Ford 6A and Up and Msimango Jiba Limba, Gxasheka Qomisa, Hans, Mcilongo, Skeyi, Xhewu.

			Ward seven areas: Duncan Village: C-Section, D-Section, Dangazele, Dizamahlebo, Jabavu, Bhono, Bhebhelele Gompo town area Gompo area: Somthunzi, Makhathali, Mambu, Nomtshongwana, Galela, Biyana, Adonis, Silly Crescent, Duze.

			Ward eight areas: Fynbos All Areas Gompo Duncan Village: Momoti, Mpuntsha, Daka, Pitoyi, Nomvete, Dipini area, Gesini area, Nonkwelo, Dotwana, Nkanyuza, Mgqwashu, Bengu Gompo Town: Vuyani Biyana, Makatala, Douglas Smith Highway. (BCMM IDP 2016)

			There are no clear divisions between the informal and formal parts of the township since most shacks are planted in the open spaces between formal houses. Every five years after local government elections, the number of wards changes due to the delimitation of boundaries by the Demarcation Board.

			

			According to the 2011 census, Duncan Village’s population was estimated at 80,0000, which comprises 50% of the core city population crammed on 300 hectares of land, which comprises 2% of the city area. Duncan Village is a low-income residential area and the majority of middle class strata stay at Gompo Town, mainly teachers, nurses, social workers, clerks, police, lawyers, magistrates etc.

			Duncan Village is a Black township that was established in 1941. It was named after the then governor of East London, Patrick Duncan, who oversaw the opening of what was called a ‘leasehold tenure area’ in the East Bank location and named the area after his name, hence Duncan Village. (The Mdantsane Way, March 2013)

			The township was created to solve a housing crisis in East London during the late 1930s and early 1940s. The decision to establish Duncan Village was based on the recommendations of the Thornton Commission of 1937, which was put in place to solve overcrowding in East Bank, East London. The commission recommended the building of an entirely new location on a new site, the utilisation of East Bank and that all the wood and iron dwellings in the East Bank be demolished and replaced with houses built ‘on town planning lines’. 

			The response of the East London Municipality to the commission’s recommendations was to build Duncan Village in 1941. By 1944, 628 houses had been completed in the new township. Contrary to the Thornton Commission’s recommendations, the shacks were not demolished in the East Bank. The first residents in Duncan Village were Black African migrant workers from the rural areas surrounding East London and a small group of Black Africans who regarded themselves as fully urbanised East London residents with no links to the rural areas. Hygiene proved to be a problem in Duncan Village, largely because the government was struggling to maintain the streets and sanitation.

			

			The township was dealing with a serious case of tuberculosis in the 1940s. In 1949, every third child born in the location died from the disease. To deal with the issue of overcrowding and poor hygiene in the township and surrounding areas, the East London Municipality created Mdantsane in 1962. Between 1964 and 1983, 80,000 people were moved from Duncan Village to Mdantsane. The majority of people did not want to relocate to Mdantsane because they regarded that as being stripped of their South African citizenship to part of the Ciskei Bantustan system under the leadership of Mr Lenox Leslie Sebe at the time. Also, Mdantsane was about 50 kilometres away from the East London CBD area.

			Duncan Village, even today after democracy, is poised to meet challenges of the post-apartheid era. Like all townships in and around South Africa, it has suffered from years of administrative and institutional neglect. Services are overburdened and some areas have collapsed. The state of roads is very bad; clinics are few and unable to meet even basic health requirements. Houses are overshadowed by the growing number of shacks. There is no land for further development in Duncan Village because people occupied every space available to build their shacks.

			

			Even in some graveyards like Holomisa Square, people have built shacks – something that is a shame to Black people’s culture.

			One of the most densely populated areas in Duncan Village is the C-section area comprising approximately 5,000 shacks. Infrastructural facilities are minimal with approximately 200 families utilising one toilet. Water stand pipes are infrequent and electrical facilities non-existent. In D-Section, which was formally arranged as a hostel dweller, two families were squeezed into one-room houses. Families were utilising one toilet. Also, B-Section was also designed as hostel dwellers, and females were prohibited to enter the area.

			The Black Local Authorities Act of 1982 (Act 102 0f 1982) was provided for the establishment of a series of local government structures similar to those operating in the South African apartheid White areas. This system was imposed on the people of Duncan Village to rule them against their will. The first puppet to head Duncan Village council was Mr Eddie Makeba who was surrounded by a number of puppet councillors who had never been elected by the people of Duncan Village and were never accepted by the community. As such, they were the first targets to be chased away during the unrest of August 1985.

			People of Duncan Village, likewise in Black townships throughout the country, were faced with a number of challenges caused by the apartheid system, which was declared by the United Nations as a crime against humanity in its General Assembly in 1966. It was a widespread or systematic criminal act that was committed by or on behalf of a de facto authority on behalf of a state that grossly violated human rights. There were a number of discriminatory laws that were passed by the Pretoria regime to oppress the masses of our people. People who were against these barbaric acts were murdered, tortured, raped, persecuted on political, racial and religious grounds, and many had to leave the country to take up arms against the racist regime. 

			

			The apartheid system created educational inequalities through racist policies, like the Bantu Education Act of 1952, to ensure the Black majority received an education that would limit their educational potential and remain the slaves or the working class. An education system that would make the majority of our people inferior and the privileged White minority superior. The apartheid government, when it came to power in 1948, saw the schooling system as the major vehicle for propagation of its beliefs.

			Above all, there was a crisis in the schooling system, which expressed itself in the shortage of classrooms and teachers, overcrowding and high student-teacher ratios at schools. The culture of teaching and learning was non-existent in all schools in Black townships. Most school infrastructure was built with prefabs or zinc. There were no sports facilities or libraries in the Black township schools. The schooling system itself was chaotic. 

			

			There was only one senior secondary school in Duncan Village to cater for the whole population. It was called Ebenezer Majombozi Senior Secondary School, and most of the students had to go to Mdantsane and surrounding areas. In the White East London area, each suburb had its own senior secondary school, like Cambridge High in Cambridge, Selborne High in Selborne, Clarendon High in Southernwood, Stirling High in Stirling, Grens Hoërskool in Baysville and George Rundell in Wesbank. There were some in Coloured and Indian areas, but because of the Group Areas Act of 1950, Black students were prohibited. 

			This Act was passed in 1950 and imposed control over interracial property transactions and property occupation throughout South Africa. It also created a legal framework for varying levels of government to establish a particular neighbourhood as ‘group areas’ where only people of a particular race were able to reside. (South African for Race Relations, 1952)

			In June 1976, the apartheid regime introduced Afrikaans as the medium of instruction, which was rejected by student formations like Azanian Students Organisation (AZASO) and the Congress of South African Students (COSAS). This culminated in the Soweto June Uprising of 1976. Students from various schools began to protest in the streets of the Soweto townships and throughout the country in response to the introduction of Afrikaans as the medium of instruction in Black schools. They were met with fierce police brutality, and many were shot and killed in the process. Mr Tsietsi Mashinini was the leader of the students at the time from Western Jabavu Soweto.

			

			Also, the government reacted with more drastic repression including additional security measures and detention of activists without trial. Most student organisations were banned. Some students had to flee the country and join the military wing of the African National Congress (ANC), Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) as well as the Azanian People’s Liberation Army (APLA), a Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) military wing.

			This was a turning point in the South African struggle. These uprisings caused a crisis of legitimacy for the apartheid government within South Africa. The failure of police and paramilitary units to control the violence damaged the government’s image in the eyes of White South Africans, and the attacks on children further alienated non-White South Africans.

			There were no recreational facilities in Duncan Village. There was one sports ground built from iron zinc with only two soccer playing grounds and one rugby field. There were no playing grounds for netball, hockey and other sports codes, so during local tournaments, schools were utilised for those sporting codes. There was one community hall which was always booked, and churches and schools were to be utilised for community activities like meetings, weddings, funerals etc. There were no library facilities so people had to go to town to have access to such facilities.

			The only prominent sport in the area was soccer, and there were a number of local soccer clubs that were competing among themselves. These soccer clubs were organised under the East London Football Association (ELFA), and were not affiliated to any upper football body because of apartheid laws. After the formation of the National Sports Council (NSC), a non-racial body which was affiliated to the UDF, ELFA was transformed as well and changed its name to Duncan Village Soccer Association (DVSA). The motto of the NSC was that there is no normal sport in an abnormal society. Ultimately, DVSA had to be affiliated to the Border Football Association (BFA), which was affiliated to a national body – the South African Football Association (SAFA).

			

			The modes of transport for people to travel to and from town were Gompo Transport Corporation Buses (GTC), which was later changed to Ciskei Transport Corporation Buses (CTC), as well as local taxis before the existence of the South African Black Taxi Association (SABTA). 

			Also, most of the people who were travelling to town and the nearest areas were travelling on foot.

			There were no job opportunities in the township. The majority of people were working in the CBD area, industrial areas like Daimler Chrysler in Westbank, Nampak Westbank, Wilson Rowntree in Milner, Johnson & Johnson at Wilsonia, Distillers Corporation Wilsonia, Frame Group Chislehurst etc. Others were working in gardens and in households of the masters. 

			There were shops that were not in good condition and the majority of women had informal businesses where they were selling their products in the streets. That was how they managed to pay for the schooling of their children and support their families. Others were taxi operators that were not formally regulated, hence there were a lot of disputes among themselves.

			

			Even at municipal level, there were no clear by-laws to regulate their operations nor designated areas for their operations, hence you would find them making lots of noise in Oxford Street shouting at people to commute with their mode of transport. Unemployed youth were recruited to be conductors. 

			There were a number of Shebeens in Duncan Village and the majority of them operated without licences. Also, the issue of age was not considered because teenagers under the age of 18 years were allowed to drink liquor inside these shebeens. The law enforcement agencies, i.e. South African Police Services (SAPS), BCM Law Enforcement and inspectors from the Liquor Board didn’t have time to monitor these shebeens or their operating times as stipulated in their by-laws and the Liquor Act.

			The other challenge in Duncan Village was the high rate of crime because of the high rate of unemployment. The law enforcement officers were not effective in dealing with crime because their concentration was more on political activities. There were also Black Authority Law Enforcement Officers called ‘Omanci’ who were not well trained, as such they were not effective in dealing with crimes and they were not armed, carrying only knobkerries. After the 1994 breakthrough they were formally trained and integrated into South African Police Services. Others integrated into Buffalo City Law Enforcement Agencies as well as traffic services.

			

			CHAPTER TWO

			Defiance Campaign and the Killing of a Nun Unongendi

			In June 1952, the African National Congress (ANC) launched the Defiance

			Campaign, galvanising opposition to apartheid. Disobeying ‘unjust laws’ and courting arrest, ANC activists promoted two objectives: inclusive African nationalism and organised civil disobedience. While the Defiance Campaign was promulgated in Durban and promoted in Johannesburg, the fiercest protests buffeted Port Elizabeth and East London. In these two Eastern Cape cities, militant Africans diverged from ANC policy. In October, they mustered in Port Elizabeth railway yards and fought armed forces (Lodge, 1983: 59). 

			

			On 9 November, Bantu Square of Duncan Village, one of three East London Black townships became a battlefield. There, police fired on 1,500 ANC congregants at a Sunday afternoon prayer meeting, igniting spontaneous ‘riots’. The authorities believed that this crowd intended to rampage – and it did by many accounts, including those presented later by anthropologists and historians (Mayer and Mayer 1971: 82; Mager and Minkley 1993; Lodge 1983: 59–60; Switzer 1993: 309–10).

			Both an Afrikaner salesman and an Irish nun, Sister Aidan Quinlan, were killed in the unrest. Rumours circulated that a mob hacked and ate the White woman. It is mentioned that she was of great assistance to the communities in that she was taking care of the sick and making donations to improve the quality of life of our people. A morgue vehicle retrieved the two White corpses early in the evening, as more constables and troops fanned into the township with guns blazing. The apartheid state waged a retaliatory war until midnight. Oral histories from Duncan Village describe a predatory invasion: the vicious clashes, thudding bullets, soldiers fixing bayonets, and a whirl of armoured vehicles. Upwards of 200 Africans may have been slain. But the official toll records only nine fatalities with ‘27 natives wounded’. Oral sources allude to why the slaughter is not widely known.

			Mignonne Breier, in her thoroughly researched book, Bloody Sunday 2021 carefully presented a clearly written account of the massacre of Remembrance Sunday, 9 November 1952, at Duncan Village East London during the ANC’s Defiance Campaign. She indicated that on this Sunday afternoon, police ordered the dispersal of a gathering of +-800 people at Bantu Square that started with hymns and prayers, but had a clear political purpose. Participants not only refused to leave according to her, but behaved aggressively. Then the police waded in with batons, bayonets and live ammunition. Eight people died.

			

			This unleashed mob violence in which youths went on rampage killing two Whites, a Dominican nun and doctor who ran the local clinic, Sister Aidan Elsie Quinlan from Cork, and an insurance salesman, Barend Vorster, burning and destroying property. (Bloody Sunday: The Nun, the Defiance Campaign and South Africa’s Secret Massacre 2021) According to Breier, there were reasons to believe that the police were spoiling for a fight. Numbering over 100, they were brought in from outside, even as far away as Durban and were armed with stem guns and 303 rifles with bayonets.

			The post-1948 period saw the African National Congress (ANC) abandoning its traditional reliance on tactics of moderation such as petitions and deputations. In December 1949, with the support of the ANC Youth League, a new leadership came to power in the ANC. Walter Sisulu was elected secretary-general and a number of Youth Leaguers were elected to the national executive, including Oliver Tambo, Sisulu’s successor. The period 1950-1952 began with a commitment to militant African nationalism and mass action and to tactics of boycotts, strikes and civil disobedience. The period culminated in the Defiance Campaign, the largest scale non-violent resistance ever seen in South Africa and the first campaign pursued jointly by all racial groups under the leadership of the ANC and the South African Indian Congress (SAIC).

			

			2.1	Events leading up to the Defiance Campaign

			D.F. Malan’s Nationalist Party (NP) government followed up its unexpected election victory in 1948 with a massive social restructuring programme, which included the enactment of new apartheid laws, as well as the stricter application of existing discriminatory legislation such as the Pass laws and amendments to the Immorality Act. In 1951, the Separate Representation of Voters Bill to remove Coloureds from the common roll was enacted. The apartheid policy of the nationalist government was not simply a small-scale social rearrangement and an extension of administrative controls. It was, in fact, a process which sought to deny political representation and participation of Black people at all levels of government and which affected all sectors and all classes within the Black communities. It was this that provided a context for the mounting tide of popular democratic resistance to the apartheid state in the 1950s.

			On 6 April 1952, while White South Africans celebrated the tercentenary of Jan van Riebeeck’s arrival at the Cape in 1652, the ANC and SAIC called on Black South Africans to observe the day as a “A National Day of Pledge and Prayer”. The majority of Black adults and school children boycotted many of the festivities.

			

			On that day, mass rallies were held in Johannesburg, Pretoria, Port Elizabeth, Durban, East London and Cape Town as well as some rural areas. Dr D.J. Moroka was the main speaker at the Johannesburg rally chaired by Dr Dadoo In Port Elizabeth. Professor Z.K. Matthews spoke about militant African nationalism and self-reliance. He said, “Only the African people themselves will ever rid themselves of political subjugation, economic exploitation and social degradation.”

			2.2	Defiance Campaign Launched: 26 June 1952

			After the successes of 6 April, the date for the start of the Defiance Campaign was set for 26 June 1952. A “Day of the Volunteers” on Sunday 22 June, preceded the opening of the campaign. Volunteers signed the following pledge:

			I, the undersigned, volunteer of the National Volunteer Corps, do hereby solemnly pledge and bind myself to serve my country and my people in accordance with the directives of the National Volunteer Corps and to participate fully and without reservations to the best of my ability in the Campaign for the Defiance of Unjust Laws. I shall obey the orders of my leader under whom I shall be placed and strictly abide by the rules and regulations of the National Volunteer Corps framed from time to time. It shall be my duty to keep myself physically, mentally and morally fit.”

			

			The first group of volunteers including Nelson Mandela, Yusuf Dadoo, Moses Kotane J.B. Marks, David Bopape and Walter Sisulu defied apartheid laws in Johannesburg and other major city centres. The defiers who began the campaign did so with a sense that history was being made. For the first time, Africans and Indians, with a few Whites and Coloureds were engaging in joint political action under a common leadership. A national action committee, whose key members were Sisulu, Ismail Chachalia and a national volunteer board, with Mandela as the volunteer-in-chief, conducted the campaign.

			Groups of volunteers went into action, small in numbers but high in spirits. During the campaign, acts of defiance were accompanied by freedom songs and the thumbs-up sign (introduced by the ANC in the Cape in 1949 as a sign of unity), cries of “Afrika!” and “Mayibuye!” and cheers from supporting onlookers. Fifty-two Africans and Indians, including Walter Sisulu, Nelson Mandela and Ismail Cachalia, marched to Boksburg near Johannesburg without permits. All were arrested. Mandela and Cachalia were present only as observers since they planned to avoid arrest. However, that evening, they were among a group of protestors who were arrested in Johannesburg when they left a hall after curfew. In Port Elizabeth, 30 people entered a railway station through the “Europeans Only” entrance and were arrested. Others were arrested for entering the European sections of the post offices, sitting on benches marked for Whites, or violating other apartheid regulations.

			

			Slowly the campaign spread, from Port Elizabeth and East London to smaller towns in the Eastern Cape province, from Johannesburg to a number of centres on the Witwatersrand, to Cape Town, Bloemfontein and Durban. During the last few days of June, 146 volunteers were arrested; on 1 July 504 were arrested; 2,015 were arrested during August; and 2,058 in September. The campaign gained momentum until October, but in November rioting erupted and the number of defiers began to fall. However, by mid-December an additional 2,334 were arrested bringing the total number to 8,057.

			Because offences were minor, the penalties were usually no more than short-term imprisonment with the options of fines not exceeding ten pounds. Sometimes defiers were acquitted, most notably in the case of 24 who entered a railway waiting room in Cape Town and were acquitted when the magistrate found that facilities for Whites and non-Whites were unequal. As the campaign continued, magistrates sometimes decided on whippings for defendants under the age of 21, and allegations of assault and ill-treatment in prison became more frequent.

			2.3 	Reaction and Significance of the Campaign

			Although the offences and penalties were minor, the government still became concerned and reacted with the arrest of national leaders of the campaign in Johannesburg and the Eastern Cape. All were charged under the Suppression of Communism Act with promoting communism but were released on bail. Four years later, some of the accused were to be arrested on charges of high treason and tried under an indictment covering a period that began on 1 October 1952. The trial of, amongst others, Moroka, Sisulu, Marks, Mandela, Dadoo, Cachalia and Kathrada, began in November. On 2 December 1952, all 20 were found guilty of “statutory communism” and sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment with hard labour, but this was suspended for two years. In Port Elizabeth 15 leaders were also found guilty and sentenced in 1953 for nine months, suspended for three years.

			

			Although the campaign did not achieve the desired aim of overturning the apartheid laws, it was successful in a number of other respects. The resistance won United Nations (UN) recognition that the South African racial policy was an international issue and a UN Commission was established to investigate the situation. During the campaign more than 8,000 people went to jail for defying apartheid laws and regulations and the ANC’s membership rose by tens of thousands. These years were crucial as the Defiance Campaign saw the movement of the ANC from moderation to militancy. The campaign also demonstrated the potential power of African leadership and its organisational skill and discipline. This period marked the beginning of non-racial co-operation in the resistance to apartheid, which would be further cemented by the formation of the Congress Alliance in 1954 in the run up to the Congress of the People. (https://www.sahistory.org.za/archive/defiance-campaign-m-naicker) 

			

			Ms Helen Joseph, a White privileged woman was a human rights activist and was part of the defiance campaign. She was the founder of the Congress of Democrats and a member of the African National Congress. She was a teacher and a social worker by profession, an activist and a trade unionist.

			Helen Joseph was born in England and graduated with a degree in English from the University of London in 1927. She taught at a school in India for three years before moving to Durban in 1930. She worked as an information and welfare officer in the women Auxiliary Air Force during World War II, and later as a social worker. After the war, she worked with the Garment Workers’ Union (GAWU) and was also the national secretary of the Federation of South African Women (FEDSAW). She organised, along Lillian Ngoyi, Charlotte Maxeke, Albertina Sisulu, Gertrude Shope, Adelaide Tambo and many prominent women leaders who were in the forefront of the struggle at the time, the womens’ march to Union Buildings on 9 August 1956.

			She was arrested in the same year in December and charged with treason. She was banned in 1957 and was the first person to be placed under house arrest in 1962, and suffered years of police harassment after that. Helen Joseph survived a series of assassination attempts in her later years.

			In her own words, she had this to say, “If I did not believe in what the revolution would bring, I wouldn’t have been able to carry on for as long as I have. I also don’t doubt for a moment that the revolution would result in a non-racial society. I have just come from being a patient in Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town where they now have integrated wards. For the first time in my life, I have seen it working. The patients were mixed, the staff was mixed, it was totally integrated. It was beautiful. Black and White together, and it works. To me that is terribly exciting.”

			

			At the unveiling of her tombstone at Avalon Cemetery in 1996, the then president of South Africa Dr Nelson Mandela said, “Helen sacrificed a lot in the course of the struggle. She came to South Africa from a privileged background in Britain. In South Africa, she could have chosen a comfortable life and turned a blind eye to what was happening. Once in trouble with the law, she could have requested a safe passage back to England. But she remained in the battle trenches throughout. At this time of transformation in our country, it is inspiring to remember those who transformed themselves decades ago. Helen lived in a non-racial South Africa when all about her thought White baasskap [domination] would last an eternity. She is a role model for all of us to follow.” (Nelson Mandela, then President of South Africa in his speech at the unveiling of Helen Joseph’s tombstone at Avalon Cemetery, 30 March 1996.)

			Helen Joseph received the highest award from the ANC for her dedication to justice and freedom: The Isithwalandwe/Seaparankoe Medal). She was born on 8 April 1905 and died on 25 December 1992.

			In this programme of action, volunteers were highly disciplined compared to ours today. They were bound by the pledge they all signed. They executed the tasks assigned to them with distinction and were not paid nor compensated for the work done. But with our volunteers today, for them to carry out tasks of the organisation, they must be compensated, especially the student movements that demand huge sums of money to use for other purposes.

			

			2.4	Defiance Campaign: After 50 Years, The Spirit of Service and Sacrifice Lives On

			The ANC as an organisation wrote documents about the defiance campaign. In its document, ‘Defiance Campaign: After 50 Years, The Spirit of Service and Sacrifice Lives On 2022’ it states that the campaign started on 26 June 1952. The campaign was going smoothly and according to the plan; though there were minor setbacks, like the arrest of Ishmail Cachalia, SAIC General Secretary, and Nelson Mandela, which was not according to the plan. This was how Nelson Mandela described the launch of the historic defiance campaign which took place 50 years ago.

			Organised by the ANC and the South African Indian Congress, the campaign saw more than 8,500 volunteers imprisoned for peacefully refusing to obey apartheid laws. The campaign, which carried on into 1953, attracted thousands into political activity. The membership of the ANC alone grew from a mere 7,000 to over 100,000.

			Half a century after this event, the spirit of service and sacrifice which motivated thousands to volunteer themselves to face imprisonment and police violence continues to motivate the thousands of South Africans who have answered the call of President Thabo Mbeki to volunteer their time and energy in the service of their communities.

			

			Since January, ANC branches and communities have been involved in projects and programmes to improve the lives of South Africans. Young people across the country celebrated Youth Month by forming themselves into a youth volunteer corps and getting involved in voluntary work.

			Through the efforts of the volunteers of 50 years ago, and the hard-fought struggles of the intervening decades, there are no longer unjust laws in South Africa. But there are massive challenges, such as poverty, unemployment, landlessness and disease, which face the country. To overcome these challenges will demand a similar mobilisation of the South African people to volunteer and to serve in the selfless, disciplined manner of 50 years ago. The Defiance of Unjust Laws Campaign was a turning point in the struggle against apartheid. Today, we have the opportunity to make the Letsema volunteer campaign a turning point in the struggle against poverty and underdevelopment.

			MP Naicker, writing in 1972, recalls that the campaign of defiance was conceived towards the middle of 1951, after the all-White parliament had passed no less than 75 pieces of apartheid legislation. The ANC Annual Conference in December that year decided “to embark on mass national action, based on non-cooperation, against certain specified unjust and racially discriminatory laws of the Union Government, unless these laws were repealed before March 1, 1952”. The South African Indian Congress (SAIC), meeting in January 1952, voted unanimously in favour of joining the ANC in the campaign.
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