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            THANKSGIVING

          

        

      

    

    
      Several countries around the world have an official Thanksgiving holiday, but not all do. Thanksgiving usually occurs in the fall. For example, the United States celebrates Thanksgiving toward the end of November, and Canada celebrates Thanksgiving in October. The origins of Thanksgiving reflect a gratitude for the fall harvest. A few countries celebrate Thanksgiving earlier in the year, aligned with their first harvest or to embrace spring.

      Yet even in countries that don’t have a recognized Thanksgiving holiday, many people celebrate it anyway. This may reflect personal gratitude or embrace the traditions of those who do.

      The purpose of Thanksgiving varies from a spiritual time of thanking God for his provisions to a personal time to celebrate with family. Yet whether we thank God for his bounty, are grateful for our family, or both, the notion behind the Thanksgiving observance is heartfelt gratitude.

      In this 30-day devotional we’ll look at what the Bible reveals about thankfulness and gratitude, directing our appreciation to our Creator and Savior. In doing so, may we praise our Lord for the many blessings he gives us throughout the year. May we thank him for loving us and caring for us. May we approach him with grateful hearts.

      Use these reflections in whatever way works best for you. One idea is to read it as a month-long devotional during the month of your Thanksgiving holiday. Another option is to begin it thirty days before your celebration to sharpen your focus and heighten your expectation for what is to come. Alternately, you can start reading on Thanksgiving Day and use it to foster a mindset of gratitude for the next thirty days.

      Regardless of how we use this month-long collection of daily meditations, may we embrace God for providing for us, loving us, and caring for us.

      Let the celebration of Thanksgiving begin.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DAY 1: FIRSTFRUITS OF THE HARVEST

          

          TODAY’S PASSAGE: EXODUS 23:14–19

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Focus verse: “Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field.” (Exodus 23:16)

      

      

      

      We see the concept of Thanksgiving in the Old Testament, starting with the book of Exodus. It celebrates the harvest, acknowledging the firstfruits, that is, the initial gathering of the crop.

      This occurs in the middle of three celebrations. The first is the Festival of Unleavened Bread (Passover). The last is the Festival of Ingathering, which occurs at the end of the harvest.

      Between these two is the Festival of Harvest, which celebrates the firstfruits of the crop. It’s the first time in the year that honors God for the bounty of the land.

      In his parable of the growing seed, Jesus explains what happens. A man plants his seed. Then he waits. Night and day, whether he’s sleeping or working, the seed sprouts, grows, and produces a crop. It seemingly does this on its own. When it’s ripe, the man harvests the field (Mark 4:26–29).

      The farmer’s job is to plant and harvest. He trusts God for what happens in between. God makes it grow. In acknowledging the firstfruits of the harvest, we thank God for his provisions.

      Farmers and homesteaders readily understand this. But many people today are removed from the planting and harvesting of crops.

      In this way, praising God for the firstfruits seems distant. If this applies to us, the harvest celebration becomes more of a representation of how God has blessed us. Though we may not plant, we do work in other areas. In most cases, our labor results in a paycheck. We use the money we earn through our work to buy our food from those who grow it. Our work also provides a place for us to live and clothes to wear.

      Whether we farm the land or work apart from it, our labor is a gift from God. Our harvest may be a crop, or it may be a paycheck. Both come from our Lord. We should thank the Almighty for our paycheck, just as farmers thank the Creator for their crop.

      In both cases, we should appreciate what we have and be thankful for it. It’s disrespectful to God to complain that our harvest isn’t greater or our paycheck isn’t more.

      Solomon writes that whoever loves money never has enough (Ecclesiastes 5:10).

      Instead, may we love God and esteem him as providing more than enough for us.

      

      Questions: How can we better thank God for his provisions in our life? Do we appreciate what we have or complain that we don’t have more?

      

      Prayer: Father God, may we thank you for the material blessings you give us. May we offer them to you as the firstfruits of your provisions. Thank you for loving us and taking care of us.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DAY 2: FIRSTFRUITS FULFILLED

          

          TODAY’S PASSAGE: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20–28

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Focus verse: God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. (2 Thessalonians 2:13)

      

      

      

      Starting with Moses, the celebration of firstfruits endures throughout the Old Testament and continues into the New. Yet a secondary meaning of firstfruits emerges through Jesus.

      In this way, firstfruits disconnect from the harvest of crops and instead acknowledge the salvation of souls. What started as a celebration of God’s physical provisions in the Old Testament morphs into a celebration of God’s spiritual provisions in the New Testament, through Jesus.

      Here’s how.

      Paul, in his letter to the church in Corinth, identifies the resurrected Jesus as the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. Just as death entered our world through Adam and Eve’s sin, Jesus made us alive when he overcame sin. In a spiritual sense, Jesus is the firstfruits of the harvest that leads to eternity.

      To accomplish this, Jesus came to earth and sacrificed himself as the ultimate payment for all the wrong things we have done—and will do. He died so that we may live forever with him and Papa in heaven—in a new heaven and a new earth that he will usher in (Revelation 21:1–3).

      Yet there is more.

      Not only is Jesus the firstfruits, so are we. Seriously. All who follow Jesus are God’s firstfruits too.

      Father God chose us to be firstfruits, saved through Jesus and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit to all who believe God’s truth. There’s a lot of profound ideas packed into this one short verse, yet at its most basic level, when we believe in Jesus, we become firstfruits.

      Jesus is the first of the firstfruits. Through him we likewise become firstfruits.
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