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A Short History of Lighthouses
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There is some evidence of a lighthouse from the 5th century B.C. of Themistocles of Athens constructing a stone column with a fire on top. This was at the harbour of Piraeus, associated with Athens. 


However one of most famous and spectacular early structures was the Lighthouse of Alexandria, or the Pharos of Alexandria. It was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

The lighthouse was built in the Third Century B.C. in Alexandria, Egypt by Ptolemy II. It stood on the island of Pharos in the harbour of Alexandria and was said to be 110 metres (350 feet) high.

The lighthouse was built in three stages, a large square at the bottom, an octagonal layer in the middle, and a cylindrical tower at the top.

The structure lasted until a series of earthquakes damaged it, with the 1303 Crete earthquake  resulting in its destruction.

[image: ]

The Tower of Hercules, in northwest Spain, is modelled after the Pharos Lighthouse.
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The oldest surviving lighthouse in Rhode Island is the Prudence Island Lighthouse, which opened in 1823 and was originally built on Goat Island in 1823. When a lighthouse was needed on Prudence Island, it was dismantled and moved to there. It is also known as the Sandy Point Lighthouse and remains active.
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