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The scroll of Elijah

How to be and Live like Elijah

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY Nicholas Salerno III 

 


INTRODUCTION

In an increasingly growing dark world, as a child of God, there is a need to stand out from the crowd as a light and not conform to the darkness. Jesus in Matthew 5:14 calls you the "light of the world," a city set on a hill. As a city on a hill, you are meant to stand out in the beauty of God's glory through the way you live your life, just as the prophet Elijah stood out in his time. 

 

This present time is similar to the period Elijah the prophet lived in. Under the rulership of King Ahab and his wife, Jezebel, the Northern part of Israel had turned away from God to idolatry like the world today has turned away from God and His will. God had been pushed out of their daily lives and replaced with foreign god worship. Those who stood for God were heavily persecuted and killed. You find the same happening in society today: churches being told to close up in certain places, God and Jesus Christ being removed from the world's systems, and thick persecution of believers in many parts of the world. 

 

Freedom of expression is welcomed so far God is not mentioned. This is a generation that hates to hear the truth and fights it vigorously, replacing it with a false sense of freedom and unity away from the Creator. It is a time when, like Elijah, your stance for God will be clearly evident because it is a far cry from what is considered the norm of secular culture. As a child of God, you are called out of darkness into the marvelous light (I Peter 2:9) to become a bearer of this light to the world (Matthew 5:16). A great example of a man who took a stance for God in a time of thick darkness and persecution is Elijah, the prophet. A close study of his life will help you to understand how you can also stand for God in your time against all odds.

 

God used Elijah to make bold statements of His sovereignty to the lost people of Northern Israel, beginning from the king. The people had forgotten who God was to them, easily embracing idolatrous practices their kings introduced. Many of the people sought out ways to merge these practices with the things of God, attempting to be on both sides at the same time (I Kings 18:21). However, Elijah clearly demonstrated that there has to be a choice to either be for God or not. 

 

The life of Elijah shows practical ways you can also choose to be for the Lord God in daily interactions, irrespective of the difficulties that come from making that choice. These difficulties are mostly centered on opposition, mockery, and persecution. Being different from the norm will attract name-calling such as 'freak,' 'weird,' and even 'enemy,' like Elijah was called by King Ahab (I Kings 21:20). However, the life of Elijah also shows how he set himself to be used mightily by God as a bold demonstration of His power and truth against the gross deception which turned people away from the one true God.


