
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Keeping Warm

        

        
        
          Clan of the Cave Bear, Volume 3

        

        
        
          Ash Gray

        

        
          Published by Ash Gray, 2023.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      KEEPING WARM

    

    
      First edition. November 3, 2023.

      Copyright © 2023 Ash Gray.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8223742524

    

    
    
      Written by Ash Gray.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Keeping Warm

[image: ]




As winter fell fast over the Great Forest, Tara gave birth to her a first daughter, a tiny bundle of heat and giggles with a mop of curly white hair. All of Ohana’s daughters had white hair. Every last one of them. The chieftess’ genes were so dominant that many of her wives feared giving birth to a dark-haired child, for fear they would be accused of having strayed. 

It was common for a warrior, let alone a chieftess, to murder a wife who had lain with another. Allowing a cave wife to wander was perceived as a weakness and could quickly destroy the reputation of the warrior. Sometimes, if the warrior knew who the wife had slept with, that other warrior was murdered instead. So long as blood was shed over the trespass, then the warrior’s reputation remained intact. 

Tara was confident that Ohana would never hurt her, even if she did stray. For it was quickly becoming common knowledge that Tara was quite simply Ohana’s favorite. When the mighty Bear clan was ordered to head deeper into the Snowy Mountains for the winter, it was Tara who was allowed to ride before Ohana on her shaggy horse, with her little baby – Dagdag – cooing at her breasts. When Ohana made a good kill, it was Tara who was given the ripest meat. When Ohana returned from a raid bearing jewelry and hides, Tara was given the best dresses and bone necklaces. And every night, Tara was the first woman Ohana made love to.

Other, younger wives were taken by Ohana as the winter drew on, but always, Ohana came back to Tara in the dark of their cave and held her the night through as she slept.

Tara was in heaven. She had never dreamed that becoming a cave wife could be this wonderful, had never dreamed that the chieftess herself would want her. But looking back, Tara was starting to feel as if she should have known it would happen. For there had been many times when she was flowering that she had looked up and caught the chieftess eying her with quiet hunger. It had always startled and pleased her, though she hadn’t known what to think of it.

One morning beside the mountain lake, all the cave wives were wading into the water with the children to bathe. Little girls were laughing and splashing, mothers washed their babies, and many young and nubile unmated stripped their curvy bodes bare and waded with swaying hips into the water. The warriors, meanwhile, kept watch on the parameter.

Tara had barely been eighteen at the time, old enough to be perceived as a woman by the warriors, but not yet old enough to claim. Young women were usually taken at nineteen or twenty, at the peak of their flowering, and Tara had been anticipating that day and wondering who would take her the next year.

Apparently, so had Ohana. For as Tara was bathing in the lake, she could feel eyes upon her, and when she looked up, Ohana was staring directly at her across the water. Tara remembered freezing in shock. Ohana had one of her tiny daughters riding her shoulders. The little girl was laughing, and Ohana was speaking to her absently, but her hungry eyes were fixed on Tara like a hot light. 
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