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Ava hid in her room for the rest of the weekend.  

She had waited in her room, watching from her window to see if Ezekiel and his friends would come back okay. Why had the wolves been watching her? Had Claire sent them? Was it Jared? His threats were still clear in her mind. She had not chosen any side, but it was clear she was now involved in whatever issues these packs had.

She’d heard howling and then silence. Ezekiel’s friends had returned alone, but she hadn’t seen him until much later. She’d waited by her window the entire time and still couldn’t understand why she had been so scared for him. But the moment she saw him, she stepped back from her window with her heart in her mouth. Ezekiel had strolled casually out of the woods, naked and with blood all over him.

Blood.

It was the beginning of another school week, and she still felt the icy fear rolling down her spine. This was the man she had almost mindlessly given herself to. A dangerous man. A murderer?

What had he done to the other wolves?

Had he done the same to Claire?

She couldn’t get this thought out of her mind as she snuck out of the house early on Monday morning.

She was halfway to the dining hall when Ezekiel’s car slowed beside her. The window rolled down, and she met those dangerous amber eyes. He wasn’t pleased. She looked away from him quickly and continued walking. She had challenged him too many times before; she could have been the unlucky one on the receiving end of his wrath at any time.

“Get in,” he growled.

“I... I wanted some air. It’s okay, I’m almost there,” she stammered. 

“I wasn’t asking, Ava.”

A little bit of anger bubbled up inside her. He was an Alpha, so she was supposed to automatically do as he said. It would always be this way in this place. This wasn’t like her home, where everyone was treated equally, even her, though most of the pack didn’t like that. 

“I can manage walking to my lessons by myself,” she tried again.

“Yes, because you can defend yourself against a wolf,” Ezekiel said sarcastically.

She could. This place had messed her up with all the rules she had to follow and being scared and anxious all the time, but she had always managed to defend herself before. It pissed her off that Ezekiel didn’t think so.

“Get in, Ava, before I stop the car and strap you in myself.”

She didn’t want to challenge him any further, so she stopped walking and went to open the back door of the car. Ezekiel’s friends were in the back, and they were both looking at her as if she was pissing them off. She sighed as she closed the door and got into the passenger side instead. If anyone saw her getting out of Ezekiel’s car, the whole school would talk about it all day.

“You skipped breakfast,” Ezekiel said as he started driving.

“I’m going to the dining hall,” she muttered. 

“I guess that’s where we’re all going, then.”

Would he expect her to sit with them, too? She had sat with Jared several times, but she had a feeling that sitting with Ezekiel would be something entirely different.

“Alpha Michelson—”

“Zeke,” he cut in. 

“I can’t call you that.”

She had broken enough rules already. She had to play it smart now until she found a way out of this place.

She didn’t say anymore as he drove into the parking lot and parked the car. As she had expected, the place was swarming with students, and they all turned to watch Ezekiel’s car. She couldn’t be seen coming out of his car and then sitting with them as well.

“Thank you for the lift,” she said as she unbuckled herself and quickly got out of the car.

The other students gave her a wide berth as she rushed past them. Always whispering, always staring at her. She kept her head down as she walked into the dining hall. She would have skipped breakfast altogether but was ravenous. All the lost time she’d had the past week was causing this, but she couldn’t seem to eat enough.

She filled a tray up and then looked around for an empty table somewhere in the back, away from where she had come to learn was the Alpha section. Emily was sitting with a group of Omegas. The backstabber put her gaze down the moment she saw her. She couldn’t understand that. They were both Omegas; Emily knew she couldn’t do anything to her, but no one would care if she did. No one ever listened to anything they had to say. But looking at her former friend brought all her anger up again. She wanted to punch the wolf in the face. She wanted to hurt Emily like she had been hurt in the village. 

But this school wouldn’t allow that. She would always have to suppress her urge to defend herself. 

Several Omegas from her class were sitting where Emily was, so she guessed that was the Omega section. She made her way there, her eyes on Emily the whole time, until she found an empty table behind her. Maybe Emily had been ordered to do what she did because she was an Omega, but was she that mindless that she could do something so heartless without thought? Was she so weak? She could have stopped what had happened if she had just said something.

She roughly stuck a fork into her sausages as if they were Emily’s neck, and the sound made Emily flinch.

“What did she do to you?”

She had been so engrossed in watching Emily that she hadn’t seen the three wolves walk to her table with their trays. Her eyes widened as she looked around the room and then directly at the Alpha. And then they widened further when she realised what she was doing in front of witnesses. 

“Nothing,” she mumbled.

“So why do you look like you want to kill her?” Ezekiel asked. 

Emily flinched again at his words. Maybe that was what she was scared of, after all—that a dangerous wolf would come after her for her part in this. Emily had already disappeared when Zeke had come to save her; he wouldn’t know her part in it.

She didn’t answer him. The Alpha sighed and then sat beside her while the other two sat opposite. She could feel everyone’s eyes burning into them, and a few of the Omegas stood to leave. She had ruined their breakfast. She didn’t need to be a wolf to know they were scared of Ezekiel.

But how was she supposed to tell a wolf who had come back home with blood all over him to stay away from her? Was she supposed to keep quiet and accept everything just because she was so scared of making him angry?

“Eat,” Ezekiel said.

So she picked up her cutlery and started eating just because she didn’t have the guts to tell him to piss off. She had to find another way out of the academy quickly.
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Zeke watched Ava walk into the First Year block before he turned and joined Derek and Myles. 

“Are you sure about this?” Myles asked.

He wasn’t sure about anything except the fact that Ava belonged to him. 

“The pack might tell your father. We don’t know who his spies are yet,” Derek added. “The fact that she’s human—”

‘She’s still mine,’ he said in the mindlink with a growl.

‘And we accept that. We witnessed the bond, remember,’ Derek said. ‘I’m just saying if we don’t have a plan yet, we’ve just put a giant target on her back.’

Ava always had a target on her back, but at least now she had his protection. Only the really foolish would even dare.

He stopped walking when he saw Jared coming out of his car. He and Shadow watched him as he looked around and then stopped his gaze on them. Shadow growled.

Jared’s eyes glowed in anger before he turned away and started walking towards his classes. Shadow didn’t like that. That wolf had sent his minions to spy on Ava, and then he dared turn his back as if he had done nothing wrong.

“Easy, Zeke,” Myles said. “You’ve just got out. We don’t want to go through that shit again anytime soon.”

But he could feel Myles’ anger as well as they watched the arrogant coward walk into the building. 

“Let's get to class before anything happens,” Derek suggested.

They started walking again and had to stop when someone called his name.

“Mr Michelson.”

He almost rolled his eyes as he turned back. Shadow had never liked the dean simply because he didn’t like submitting to anyone, but he now despised the man for throwing him into isolation. Sure, he had admitted what he had done, but Alpha Russell should have given him the benefit of the doubt because of his otherwise spotless record. 

“Good morning, Alpha Russell,” he said as the man approached. 

“A word, please,” the dean said.

“We can discuss anything in front of my Beta and Gamma,” he answered.

The dean looked at his friends before he said, “Very well. I thought I should tell you that the vampires and Seers couldn’t find the missing wolves, and the witches couldn’t locate them. We have even conducted door-to-door searches. They’ve disappeared without a trace.  So we have reported this to the Council. Expect to be called in for a meeting.”

“Because you still think I’m involved,” he stated.

“Because you confirmed the statements that the witnesses made when you admitted you attacked her,” the Alpha pointed out. “And I’m afraid that is all we have to go on.”

“Who was the last person to see her? Have you asked them?”

“I’m afraid they’re all missing, too. The witnesses said her friends arrived shortly after you attacked her to help, and then they were all seen going to the village on Saturday morning.”

There would have been plenty of people to see her between Friday night and Saturday morning, but it seemed no one had come forward. Someone wanted him to go down for this one, and the only one stupid enough to try this was Jared. 

“How many wolves are missing?” Derek asked.

“Seven.”

“Seven wolves can’t just disappear without a trace, Dean Russell. Someone is messing with you.”

“And that’s why delegates of the Council are coming. I’d hoped not to see any of them until the evaluations,” he sighed. “I have to go and talk to someone else. Please check your tablet for your appointment.”

He watched the dean turn back with a frown. The last people he wanted to see were members of the Council, not after what their magic had done to him. He didn’t know how much information they had got from their probing in his head. Did something slip through? Had they found out about Ava? 

“We should check this out ourselves. Something tells me they’re trying to pin this on you because they need a fall guy for the Council,” Derek said. 

“I’ll keep my ears open,” Myles said, already moving towards the Fourth Year block.

All the fourth-year facilities were in that building, but after registration, they would all attend different classes in different buildings. Only the Omegas would remain in there for their simpler lessons. Myles was an excellent tracker and could usually get any information he needed without being heard or seen. He wasn’t as intimidating as he and Derek, so he would get to the bottom of this quicker. No one talked much when he was around.

“I’ll keep my ears open as well. Shall I speak to the pack?” Derek asked.

“Yes. Someone knows what’s going on. Find them.”

With that order, he walked into the building. The students still standing around in the halls quieted down the moment he entered, but he could still pick up the whispered conversations in the rooms.

“...killed Claire. The Council is coming to take him...”

“...deserves it. I heard he was running around the woods like he owns them. Almost killed a Beta...”

“...fucking shameful. What is he doing with that human...”

“...got himself a sex slave...”

“...I wouldn’t mind. She’s fucking hot. She’s mouthy, but I bet that mouth can be useful, too. I’d tie her up on my bed and...”

That comment made him change course. He headed to the room he had heard that whisper and opened the door. They all went silent when they saw him and looked down. Most in this room had Alpha blood like him, so they didn’t need to lower their gazes. But they always did. They knew who Shadow was.

His eyes landed on the wolf who had spoken. Another Alpha. He had never had anything to do with him before, but he was on Shadow’s radar now.

He didn’t speak. He watched the Alpha’s Adam's apple bob as he swallowed, and fear filled the air. He knew he could make this wolf piss himself like the other one had. 

‘Kill him,’ Shadow growled.

‘I can’t kill everyone,’ he answered.

‘But I can,’ Shadow retorted.

But he wished he could. He knew he was looking at them with Shadow’s eyes now because the fear in the room increased. 

“Can I help you, Mr Michelson?”

He looked at the professor preparing for the day at the front of the lecture hall. She couldn’t meet his gaze either.

“No. Just taking down names.”

He took a deep breath as he said that and catalogued all the scents for no other reason than the fact that it made them all shit themselves. Good. He had an impeccable record at the school. They had all heard of him, but they had never seen him lose his shit here. They had no idea what he was capable of.

He left the room without another word and continued to his room for registration. The whispers were considerably quieter by the time he got there, but this new development was worrying. If they pinned Claire’s disappearance on him, who would protect Ava?
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Ava was angry that Ezekiel and his friends practically walked her to her block, but once she was alone, she realised they probably knew something she didn’t. She still had no idea where Ezekiel had been most of the previous week, and now she didn’t have the guts to ask what he had done to Claire.  

Was the she-wolf waiting somewhere in the background to take her revenge? Corner her in the bathroom again? Was she going to send her minions? 

Or was Claire not here at all?

The other students had surprisingly left her alone, but it hadn’t stopped the whispers. What she wouldn’t do for supernatural hearing right now. Not that she would do anything about it, but she would probably find out what the hell was going on.

“When that demon wolf tires of you, let me know. I could use a bed warmer—”

She looked up to see Douche Dexter in front of her, but someone nudged him, and he stopped talking. And then, surprisingly, he walked past her without another word and without shoving her. 

She knew why. The entire school probably knew Ezekiel sat with her for breakfast this morning. And if Dexter’s comments were anything to go by, they all thought she was sleeping with him, too. She had been afraid something like this would start going around after the Omegas had changed the bedding on Ezekiel’s bed. 

She rolled her eyes and looked back down at her tablet. According to her notifications, Coach Baxter hadn’t been kidding when he said she would get a week’s worth of detention. Her diary looked quite full. Emily’s words echoed through her head—too many detentions would get her taken in. The way things were going, whatever that horror was, would be her near future if she didn’t keep her head down.

There was a notice from the coach for everyone to report to their newly assigned rooms today, but it looked like she was stuck at the beginner level. She hadn’t expected that wolf to advance her, but missing all that time had probably cost her a chance to prove herself on the weapons.

She was just putting her things into her bag to head to her first class when the Dean walked in. His gaze landed on her immediately as he walked to the professor at the front, making her heart sink.

She knew something was wrong. 

“Miss Morgan, stay behind, please,” the teacher said as the other students shuffled out of the room to go to their respective lessons.

And then, all too soon, it was just her and the dean left. She remained seated, eyes down, and could tell by the dean’s growl that he didn’t like that. But there was no rule that said she had to stand to address him so he could growl all he wanted.

“Miss Morgan, I’ll keep this brief so you can get to your class,” he started. “Can you tell me what happened on the Friday before last?”

She frowned as she thought back. That had been when the whole insane mess had started. But she wasn’t going to tell him anything until she knew what this was about.

“May I know what exactly you’re referring to? A lot of things happen to me in your academy, as you’re aware.”

The dean growled again. 

“You went to an Alpha’s party, and something happened there.”

The way he said she went to the party as if he didn’t know she had been staying with Jared at the time was a bit concerning. Had Jared lied about that, too? Would she get into trouble if it came out? And on top of that, the party had supposedly been in her honour.

“Sir, what is this about?” she asked directly.

“I was told you were at the party. Tell me what happened.”

If he didn’t want to talk, she wouldn’t either.

“I don’t have friends here, Dean Russell. I don’t go to parties. May I go?”

There was silence for a moment, and the dean said, “If you want to remain insolent, that’s your choice. The Council will be here later to ask you about Miss Claire Hubert's disappearance. I suggest you keep your tablet close for an appointment time. And don’t even dare bring up the subject of your enrolment with them, or you will suffer the consequences.”

That made her look up, but the dean was already walking out as he spoke. She didn’t know what to react to first. The fact that Claire was missing, or that she would finally come face to face with the people who had decided she belonged here. 

But the images of how Claire had hurt her in town resurfaced. She had thought she would die until she heard Ezekiel’s growl. At the back of her mind, she knew. She knew Claire was dead. She had wanted to believe that he had left her alive the way he did the night of the party, but Ezekiel was dangerous. There had been too much blood on her to assume the wounds inflicted on her attacker hadn’t been fatal.

Her heart started beating again.

He was dangerous, but if he hadn’t stepped in both times, she would be dead. She was grateful she was alive, but could she ever live with this? Could she ever get over the fact that she was the cause of someone else’s death? She didn’t think so.

She swallowed hard as she picked her bag up and started walking towards her Textiles class. What was she supposed to do? She couldn’t lie and say she had done it because they would never believe her, but she didn’t want to drop Ezekiel in it when he had saved her life.

She would just have to beg the Council to send her back home. When they saw her face-to-face, they would know they made a mistake. She could be on her way home by the end of the day, and this whole nightmare would be behind her. 
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Ava was hungry, so she rushed to the dining hall for lunch, hoping Ezekiel wasn’t there. She didn’t want another repeat of what had happened in the morning. Though people had mostly left her alone, she seemed to have been branded as Ezekiel’s property.  

Her heart fluttered stupidly at the thought, but she pushed it aside. She wasn’t property. She belonged to no one.

Besides, Claire mentioned that Ezekiel’s pack wouldn’t allow him to be with a human, so if anything did happen with him, she would be nothing but his plaything. Not that she was trying to be his Luna or his plaything. 

Thinking about that brought her thoughts back to Claire again, and with that, all her guilt came flooding back. 

What had she done? Ezekiel would never have had to do that if she hadn’t been so weak. And now the most fearsome people in their community were coming to ask her about that. How would they do it? Could they sense it if she lied? Did they use magic to read minds? Were they like Mr Patrick?

Would they know she had been in the restricted forest?

Shit.

“Hey.”

She looked up to see the young vampire walking beside her. Max. She hadn’t seen him since he had offered her his blood before Claire beat the crap out of her. She had been open to friendships back then, but she was over that now. She couldn’t trust anyone here.

“Hi,” she answered.

“You were out most of last week. Are you feeling better?” Max asked. 

“I’m fine, thanks.”

“The offer of my blood still stands. You could have got rid of the bug a lot quicker.”

“I was fine without it. Thank you.”

The vampire walked silently with her for a while, despite her subtle attempt to push him away. 

“Have I done something wrong?” he asked.

“No. I just have a lot on my mind. I’ll see you around, okay?”

She didn’t wait for an answer as she quickened her step. Max had been friendly to her from the beginning, but so had Emily and Jared. 

She had left the classroom first to try and beat the lunch rush, but since all the students were faster than her, she’d expected to find more people heading to the dining hall already. They seemed to be taking their time today, which was great for her. She could just grab a sandwich and sit outside somewhere to eat it. Something quick in case she was called into the meeting with the Council before she could eat anything. 

“Little Red.”

She tensed when she heard that voice behind her and then walked even faster.

“Ava, stop,” Jared sighed.

She didn’t obey him. Would she be accused of breaking the rules if the Alpha in question was an asshole? 

“For fuck’s sake, human, stop and listen to me. I was a dick to you; I know that, but you need to hear what I have to say, or you’ll end up dead like Claire.”

She stopped and turned back to look at Jared. How did he know Claire was dead? The dean had said she was missing, not that they suspected she was dead. Had he seen something? Or was she now just being paranoid about everything?

Jared stopped right in front of her. He didn’t have the easy smile on his face that he had used to suck her in, and he looked tired. But that wasn’t her concern anymore.

“Look, I know you probably feel safer here with a maniac like Zeke watching your back, but you need to know he’s dangerous, especially after being in isolation for so long. He won't be the same. I don’t know why he’s fixated on you, but you have to get out of that situation before it’s too late.”

Isolation? Was that what they called it? Ezekiel had been gone the whole week. There were some hazy things in her mind that she was still trying to figure out, but she had somehow known he had been in pain. And it must have been terrible because his pack had been worried about him even though they had refused to tell her where he'd been. 

What happened in isolation? Was this what Emily had warned her about? She didn’t want to think they tortured students here, but from everything she had seen...

She brought her attention back to the wolf still talking to her. 

“And you care, all of a sudden, Alpha Anderson?” she asked. “You knew Claire was in the woods but led me right to her. And then your whole pack watched while she tried to kill me.”

“Is that what he told you?” Jared said with a snort. “I didn’t know she was there, and Zeke knows damn well why. But if you want to believe him, then go right ahead. I tried my best. I can't save someone who doesn't want to be saved.”

“I don’t need anyone to save me, especially not you, Alpha Anderson,” she said through gritted teeth, looking him directly in the eye even though he had warned her not to. “And I know exactly who I can trust here. Me.”

“Well, if you’re all you have to depend on, then good luck, Little Red.”

She watched Jared turn to walk away, and then he stopped because right in front of him was a very angry Alpha.

Ezekiel’s eyes were glowing red as he stood there like his wolf was about to emerge, but he didn’t look like he was struggling to control it. He seemed perfectly calm as he regarded Jared. How long had he been standing there?

Jared took a step back from him. They were both Alphas, but it was clear who the stronger one was. 

"Didn't you get my message, Jared?" Ezekiel asked. "I thought I made it very clear."

"You can't do that. She's not even—"

"I can," Ezekiel said. "Besides, I'm sure there are other things you'd much rather be doing with your limited time." 

Jared turned away from Ezekiel and walked past her towards the dining hall. She had never seen a wolf look ill before, but Jared looked like he would throw up. 

When she looked back at Ezekiel, his eyes were not glowing anymore, but they were burning right through her. Jared was right; something had changed in Ezekiel since he came back. But she knew something had changed in her, too. Something that connected her to this dangerous Alpha who had run into the forest to save her from the darkness. 

The Alpha who had become her monster the moment he killed for her.

He had avoided her in the beginning, but now... Now every time she looked at him, she could see how much he wanted her, and it scared the shit out of her. Maybe more than the fact that she had turned him into a murderer.

She turned to walk away from him and was surprised he didn’t follow. But she could feel his gaze on her until she walked into the dining hall. 
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Zeke watched Ava walk into the dining hall before heading towards the administration block. 

‘He told her to run away from us,’ Shadow pointed out.

“Hmm,” he answered with a frown.

‘He must die.’

He rolled his eyes. Jared would die soon enough. Right now, he had the Council members to deal with. He couldn’t blatantly break the rules just before going to the meeting. But surprisingly, Shadow had been very laid back about that interaction with the bastard. They had followed Ava from when she had left her block and heard the whole conversation, but Shadow hadn’t tried to kill him on the spot.

It was probably true. Jared had been messed up pretty badly after last year’s evaluations and the death of his friend. Jared hadn’t spent nearly as long in isolation, but it had still fucked him up. Things didn’t always work out for him, as if his wolf senses sometimes failed him. Sometimes he was sure that was the reason he was doing so many fucked up things this semester. 

But he didn’t give a shit about that. Jared had still hosted a party and left Ava all alone. Everything was on him as the Alpha. It was a burden he would have to learn to carry. He should have been taught this long before now. If anything went wrong on his territory, it was all on his head. Rule number one.

As he approached the building, he saw several of his pack members in a group just beyond the fountain. He could tell they were mind-linking each other as they looked at the building and then at him. They looked away quickly when they saw he had noticed them. Derek had been right about his father’s spies. Alpha Ezra would know about this meeting and the missing wolves by the weekend when they had phone access. They would probably also tell him that he had publicly claimed a human.

But he still had a couple of weeks before Parents' Weekend. He had time to find out if he could mark Ava without killing her.

He growled at the wolves, and they scattered before he let himself into the building.

Everything was quiet, and no students were walking around the lobby. No one ever wanted to be close to the Council anyway, but this felt like a prelude to a horror story. Something wasn’t right in the air. 

Two men stood guard at the doors that allowed people into the inner offices. He couldn’t tell what species they were, but they were strong, stronger than anyone at this academy, and they were just bodyguards. 

Shadow growled in his head. He always wanted to dominate people, and anyone who didn’t look like they would submit to him was an exciting challenge for him. But this was not the time or place for him to start measuring the size of his dick. The Council didn’t tolerate shit like that.

‘Behave. We talked about this.’

He didn’t have to say it twice. Shadow retreated without argument and concentrated on keeping their mental wall up.

It didn’t take long for someone to open the guarded doors and motion him in. He followed slowly, keeping his senses open. It seemed even the unnecessary staff had cleared out of the building for this. They never had to do any of this when they visited for the evaluations. Maybe the issue of Claire and her friends going missing would be a bigger problem for him than he thought.

An image of Ava’s bloody body that Saturday morning filtered through his mind. She had come home with hers and Claire’s blood all over her. He shoved that image back forcefully and reinforced his walls.

‘Focus!’ he growled at Shadow.

Nothing could get through. He was not getting Ava involved in any of this. 

He was finally led into the dean’s offices, and the man himself seemed to have been kicked out of his office because he sat in Penelope’s place instead. His lips twitched. Alpha Russell was a proud man. He would hate this. 

“They’re waiting for you,” Dean Russell said. “Knock, then go right in.”

He did as instructed, and when he opened the door, he came face-to-face with three Councillors. The three he would have never wanted to meet as long as he was living. The vampire Andrei Dalca, one of the oldest vampires, with his allure so strong that he automatically stepped back and tried to resist him even though the interview hadn’t started yet. The wolf, Alpha Diego Lupei, rumoured to be a demon wolf and many centuries old. And the witch, Iulia Luca, so powerful she was the only witch known to be truly immortal, rather than having just a prolonged lifespan like other witches. 

The Romanian branch of the Council. The most lethal.

Why had they sent these just because of the disappearance of a few students? It didn’t add up. So, the only logical explanation was that this had nothing to do with the students at all.

He turned his gaze down, and Shadow knew better than to protest.   

“Mr Michelson. Please take a seat,” the vampire said.

His feet were moving before he even thought about it, and he found himself in the chair in front of the dean’s desk like he had been compelled. Oh, this was bad. This was so fucking bad.

“Do you know why you’re here?” the witch asked.

She had a slight Romanian accent, and something about the lilt of her voice seemed to weave its magic around him effortlessly without him even realising it.

He reinforced his walls again. The magic around him weakened, but he knew this was just the start.

“I’ve been told students are missing, ma'am,” he answered.

“And you were the last to see them?” the wolf asked.

Every word that came out of the wolf’s mouth felt like a command, even though it wasn’t. He had the urge to suddenly confess everything, admit to everything. He reinforced his walls again. 

“I was not,” he answered.

“Where were you on the day in question?”

“My weekly call with my father, his Beta and his Gamma. I’m sure there would be records of that, sir.”

“And then, last Monday, you were in isolation for breaking the rules. You attacked Miss Hubert. Why?” the vampires asked.

It felt like they were working on him at the same time. His skin itched from the magic he could feel in the air, like it was probing him, trying to find a weakness.

“Personal issues.”

He reinforced his walls again. And again. And again. Shadow was more alert now; he realised they were in more trouble than they had thought.

“I appreciate you want to keep some matters private, but some wolves are missing, and their lives may very well be in danger. Please cooperate, Mr Michelson,” the witch said. “What personal issues did you have with Miss Hubert?”

“I understand that we need to find them, but I also know that my personal life is not the reason you are here,” he said as he lifted his gaze to the witch without bothering with fake respect. She raised an eyebrow. “Why don’t you just tell me what you want so we can get this over with, ma'am?”
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Councillor Iulia smiled when he said that. It was a condescending smile that he and Shadow didn’t appreciate, but they both remained calm and watched her. The last thing he wanted to do was piss off people who could end him in seconds. 

Iulia closed a file in front of her and pushed it away.

“I am curious about you,” she drawled.

“How so, ma’am?”

“Your academic career has been spotless up until now. You rose the ranks in your very first semester and have proven time and time again that you are in control of your other self,” she said as she sat back in her chair and crossed her legs.

Her eyes didn’t leave his face, like she was searching for any reaction.

This was where he and Shadow excelled. He had been fooling people his whole life because letting anyone else know the depths of Shadow’s depravity was a death sentence. So he kept his mask on. Kept his calm.

“The only student trainer we have had in decades, and you also maintain the highest grades,” she continued.

“Yes. I take my responsibilities seriously.”

“And then, out of the blue, you broke a serious rule by attacking a student and ended up in isolation,” she mused. “You’ve had a few... personal issues before, haven’t you?” 

“Unrelated. And also dealt with,” he answered.

“I see. But wolves still died at your hands with no provocation at all.”

“I was a child, but I assure you I am in full control of myself now, ma’am.”

And that was the truth. The vampire inclined his head as he studied him and then looked at the others.

“It appears he’s telling the truth,” Andrei said. “At least about this.”

“So why would a wolf in full control of himself just suddenly snap?” Alpha Diego asked. 

“Personal reasons. Claire was my girlfriend for three years.”

“This just gets more intriguing,” Iulia said. “A mere lover’s spat? Somehow, I don’t believe that.”

“And yet it is the truth.”

The magic was more insistent now, but like in isolation, he couldn’t let them into his head. 

“Let’s say it is,” Andrei said. “You end up in isolation for four days, but here you are, a few days later, as if nothing happened.”

Everything happened.

“I’ve had the weekend to recover.”

“You didn’t need to recover, Mr Michelson. You might have struggled initially, but you were perfectly fine in there. Like you were on a vacation.”

And that was when he understood why they were there. He had beaten them. The isolation had not done what they had expected it to do. It had not broken him. And they were there to find out why.

“It was no vacation, as I’m sure you’re aware.”

“You’re still doing it right now. You’re blocking me,” Iulia mused. “I wonder how much more you can take before you break.”

“Iulia,” Alpha Diego said in warning.

That was something he wasn’t meant to know. Were they trying to test his limits? For what purpose?

“I’ve reviewed the tapes of your time in isolation,” the vampire said. “You struggled the first half and then nothing. You sat still for the rest of the time; you didn’t move for two days. Tell me what happened.”

He kept his mind blank. The vampire’s allure was strong, but he kept himself hidden behind his mental wall. 

“I remember going in and then coming out. If you reviewed the tapes, you know more about my time there than anyone else, sir.” 

The vampire frowned at him and then looked at the other councillors. No one knew exactly how strong the Council was or their strengths and weaknesses, but it looked to him like they could actually mind-link each other. A vampire, a wolf, and a witch. How was that even possible?

“Mr Michelson, tell me how you blocked the magic in the isolation room,” Alpha Diego said.

And that was a command. The Alpha’s strength washed over him and had him bowing his head again. Even behind the walls he had created, he felt compelled to answer. Shadow whined. They were defeated, and it hadn’t even been much of a match. It seemed they had been toying with him at first, but now they were ready for the answers.

The magic he felt in the room increased and forced itself against the wall, the only protection that he had. He tried to reinforce it, but it was harder now. They were going to break through.

But how had he got out? He didn’t know, not for sure, and that was the truth. 

“I don’t know,” he answered. 

“He’s not lying,” the vampire said.

“That’s impossible,” Iulia stated. “Ask him again, in a different way.”

“Mr Michelson did something happen in that room that allowed you to block yourself from the magic.”

“No. Nothing happened. You said yourself that I sat perfectly still.”

“Stop being difficult and just answer the questions. There are only three of us today, but if you don’t help us understand what happened, you will face the whole Council,” Iulia said firmly. “Tell the truth, and we can all get out of here.”

“I’m not sure what you want me to say. I don’t know what you’re looking for,” he lied. 

The three of them looked at each other again, and when they looked back, he knew they had decided to take this further.

He was preparing for his walls to be broken and all his shit to be laid bare when the sweetest scent hit his nose. Vanilla... A hint of orange blended in... Human.

No.

Why was she here?

“No, what?” Iulia asked.

He concentrated on his bond with Ava as he had done in isolation, and his mental walls slammed down, pushing the witch out of his head.

“How did you do that?” Iulia mused.

She appeared more fascinated than insulted.

“You have red eyes,” the Alpha stated.

He hadn’t realised Shadow was that close to the surface. He looked down, avoiding their gazes as he tried not to think of anything.

“I think we’ve seen enough. But we will be in touch soon, Mr Michelson,” Andrei said.

He didn’t wait to be dismissed again, and when he walked out, he had to take a deep breath and clench his fists to stop himself from reacting.

Ava sat in the waiting area as if she had also been called into the meeting. The Council was going to rip her apart.
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Ava sucked in a breath when she saw Ezekiel walking out of the dean’s office. Why was he here? Had they got him already? Did they know what he’d had to do for her? 

Ezekiel’s gaze landed on hers, changing from amber to red and then back again. He had a look on his face that she had never seen before. Was he scared? Wolves were taught to fear the Council from when they were pups; they were their Boogeyman. The all-seeing, all-knowing. She knew then that they knew everything, even her escape attempt through the forest.

Ezekiel looked at the dean, who was watching him intently, and then back at her. 

“You may go now, Mr Michelson. They’re waiting to escort you out,” the dean said.

A muscle in his jaw ticked. Now, she wasn’t sure if it was fear she saw on his face earlier. She didn’t have wolf senses, but the second he walked out of the office, she had been so sure she felt that fear. Maybe she was just projecting her own fear onto him. 

“Mr Michelson,” Dean Russell said firmly.

Ezekiel ignored the dean and walked purposefully towards her. She tensed, unsure of what he would do, and then he leaned over and whispered in her ear.

“Hide your thoughts.”

What? So she had been right about the Council having some sort of Seer like Mr Patrick. She couldn’t hide her thoughts from the teacher; how was she supposed to hide them from the Council? Her heart started pounding as she watched Ezekiel stride towards the door without looking back or giving her further instructions. Then she looked at the dean, who was scowling at her. Had he heard what Ezekiel had said? 

She was so screwed.

“What are you waiting for, Miss Morgan? Knock and enter,” Dean Russell growled. “And do not disgrace my school.”

She took a breath and calmed her beating heart. Her father had taught her how to calm herself to get out of situations with the pack members, but she wondered if she could use the same method to keep the Council out of her head. This could be her only chance to leave this place, so she couldn’t mess it up. If they listened to her, she could put all of this behind her by the end of the day. Everything else she would have to deal with after that.

She stood and walked to the door, taking a final calming breath as she recalled her lessons with Alpha Roland. She would clear her mind and focus on only one thing. Maybe it wouldn’t work, but it was her only option. 

Her heartbeat was calm when she entered the room and saw the beautiful people on the other side of the dean’s desk. So beautiful that she gasped as she stared at them. And just like that, she found her focus, and it was the easiest thing she had ever had to focus on. They were breathtaking. She knew she was already breaking the rules by staring at them so blatantly, but they must be used to that by now.  She was around beautiful people all the time, but these were in a league of their own. 

The paler one had his long brown hair tied back and his hazel eyes piercing her as if he could see into her soul. She could tell he was a vampire because all she wanted to do was please him and do whatever he wanted her to do. And she would. All day. She gave him a bright smile, but he frowned and looked away. But it didn’t matter. She had others to feast her eyes on. The hulking one sitting next to him was just the same. So handsome with his curly black hair and blue eyes, and he was so huge and muscular that he could only be an Alpha wolf. He probably had every woman throwing their panties at him. She wanted to throw her panties at him. All of them. One by one.

“Oh, for fuck’s sake! I don’t know why they always send you two. You turn all the women into idiots.”

She turned to the woman who had spoken and sucked in a breath. Now, that was true beauty. Her straight, ash-blonde hair was styled in a trendy bob, and her eyes were a stunning violet. They were like jewels in her smooth, tanned, blemish-free face. Perhaps this one could join in the debauched threesome she had going on in her mind.

The vampire snickered, confirming that he was indeed in her head as she brought her attention back to him. She’d heard vampires did amazing things to their lovers with their fangs. Would he bite her?

“Okay, I’ve had enough. Sit down, Miss Morgan,” the wolf said, which she did eagerly.

Maybe too eager. The three of them pushed themselves back in their chairs, putting more distance between them as they eyed her suspiciously. They were uncomfortable with her adoration.  

The woman opened a file in front of her but didn’t say anything. Instead, she looked at the two men beside her. From where she sat, it looked like they were mind-linking each other, but that was impossible. She pushed any thoughts away to avoid thinking of anything else and focused on how beautiful these creatures were.

“You’ve had some reported clashes with Miss Hubert,” the wolf asked.

She was still looking him directly in the eyes. Something about him made him different from all the others, something besides those perfect white teeth. Goddess, he was beautiful.

The wolf sighed in exasperation. 

“Yes, sir. She’s sent me to the infirmary. I reported her to the dean several times before, but he told me to stop coming to see him.”

There was a loud crash outside, which made her smile a little. She would get into trouble for this, but the dean should have listened to her in the first place.

“Reported what, exactly?” the woman asked. “There is nothing like that in this report.”

“Oh? I’m sorry; I assumed that was why I was here. To discuss my enrollment when I’m clearly human.”

The three of them looked at each other again and then back at her. They studied her so intently she could feel it. It was as if their gazes were physical touches, and something was caressing her skin. It was an odd feeling but not unpleasant. 

The three looked at each other again before the vampire said, “No, we’re here about another matter. These statements say you were at this party where Mr Michelson attacked Miss Hubert.”

“No, sir, I was not.”

The atmosphere changed in the room, but she couldn’t pinpoint if it was a good change. 

“You were not living with Mr Anderson at the time?” the wolf asked. 

“No, sir, I was not.”

The looks on their faces changed to curiosity. She kept her mind blank as she felt the gentle caresses of their gazes turn into probing. Now, that was uncomfortable. The room turned cold. She could see her breath in the air. This was their magic; she knew that. With a frown, she put her arms around herself to try and keep some body heat.

“Are you currently Mr Michelson’s Omega?”

“Technically, I’m human, so I don’t know how to answer that question.”

The vampire seemed exasperated. But perhaps she could soothe him by offering him some blood. He sat back in his chair again, clearly unimpressed by her offer.

“And you received an invitation from the Council to attend?” 

“Yes, but I don’t know why. 

“Miss Morgan, do you know where Miss Hubert is?” the woman asked.

“No, ma’am.”

“Are you covering up for Mr Michelson?”

“No, ma’am.”

The probing felt worse now, but she kept a running commentary of the foursome in her head. She wondered if they would take her at the same time. She wondered which one of them she would ask to take her virginity.

“Fuck’s sake,” the vampire muttered. “Thank you for your time, Miss Morgan.”

“Can you send me home?” she asked directly. “I shouldn’t be here.”

“On the contrary, Miss Morgan. You’re exactly where you need to be.”
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