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            Lost and found

          

        

      

    

    
      Greenville, North Carolina

       

      He didn’t wish to be found. The wind was cold, and he felt his icy touch on his neck. With his eyes closed, and his head buried in his hands, he wondered why? His hands were soaked with tears. Could he change his fate? Could he have done something?    

      He heard the birds sing in the forest, and quickly rubbed away the tears, cautiously looking around. He was alone, and that is what he needed right now.

      The sea was still as if sensing his sorrow. A cluster of dark clouds hung around the mountains. A happy observer would have shot several photographs of the beautiful scenery. But Ethan Hamilton was broken. Dispassionately, he watched the marvelous sky and the blissful mountains. His mind drifted back to his sorry and felt a gripping pain in his chest as he remembered. The incident ran in front of his eyes, clear as daylight. He had lost everything, everything in just a blink of an eye. Tears returned quickly and no matter how hard he tried they didn’t stop.

       

      
        
        ***

      

      

       

      He recalled his wife, Martha calling him in her soft and cheerful voice. A voice he would never forget, as long as he lived. 

      “Darling,” she said as she stepped out of the kitchen of their small and comfortable home.

      He sat on the couch with his laptop. The TV was on, but he was busy working on his computer. He was always working. The TV reporter warned about the bad weather. From the corner of his eye, he watched his son, Dylan who was playing with his Lego. On hearing her voice, he turned his attention towards her.

      She walked closer to the couch wearing her favorite white apron, “It has been a long time… don’t you think you should go fishing?”

      Ethan smirked, he looked away and shook his head. He didn’t have time to breathe and his wife wanted him to go fishing. They had just moved here, and boxes were lying in the basement.

      Today, sitting on the bank of the river, Ethan remembered how quickly he disregarded his wife’s suggestion. He now wished he had completely ignored it.

      “I don’t know, honey,” he had replied, “I need to finish work.”

       When he faced her again, he noticed that she appeared to be disappointed. 

      “That is what you said two weeks ago,” She turned around and started walking towards the kitchen. “Hugh has mentioned it several times. He wants to go fishing with you.”

      Hugh Donaldson was a good friend and a happy-go-lucky neighbor. Ethan liked him, but he had too much to do. He just didn’t have time for people.

      “Summer will be over soon and then you will regret it,” she said loudly from the kitchen.

      He didn’t say anything, but he knew that Martha had returned to her errands. He still didn’t like the idea.
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