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Chapter 1:

The Big Announcement

One sunny morning, I was sitting in my classroom, coloring a picture of a unicorn, when my teacher, Ms. Parker, clapped her hands to get our attention. "Class, I have some exciting news!" she said with a big smile on her face. We all looked up from our drawings and toys, curious to hear what she had to say. Ms. Parker always had the best surprises.

"We are going to summer camp!" she announced.

The room exploded with cheers and excited chatter. I felt a jolt of excitement rush through me. Summer camp! I had heard stories from my big sister about campfires, swimming pools, and adventures in the woods. But then a little worry crept in. What if I didn’t make any friends? What if I got lost? There were so many "what ifs" swirling around in my head.

That afternoon, I couldn’t wait to tell my mom. As soon as I got home, I burst through the door, yelling, "Mom! We’re going to summer camp!"

Mom smiled and gave me a big hug. "That sounds wonderful, Jetta! We’ll need to start packing right away." She ruffled my curly brown hair, and we headed to my room.

We pulled out a big suitcase and began filling it with all the things I would need. I carefully folded my favorite pajamas with the pink polka dots, my comfy sneakers, and my swimsuit with the rainbow stripes. Mom packed extra socks, just in case, and a warm sweater for chilly nights.

"Don’t forget Mr. Floppy," my big sister called from the doorway. Mr. Floppy was my stuffed bunny, and I couldn’t imagine going anywhere without him. I tucked him safely into the corner of the suitcase.

The next few days were a whirlwind of preparations. At school, Ms. Parker handed out camp schedules and lists of what to bring. We talked about the activities we would do, like hiking, swimming, and arts and crafts. My friends and I couldn’t stop talking about it. We made plans to sit together on the bus and share snacks.

The night before camp, I could hardly sleep. I lay in bed, thinking about all the fun I was going to have. I pictured myself making new friends, roasting marshmallows by the campfire, and discovering hidden trails in the woods. I felt a mix of excitement and butterflies in my tummy.

Early the next morning, Mom woke me up with a gentle shake. "Time to get up, Jetta. Today’s the big day!"

I jumped out of bed and quickly got dressed. After a quick breakfast, we grabbed my packed suitcase and headed out the door. Mom drove me to school, where the big yellow bus was waiting to take us to camp. Kids were everywhere, chattering excitedly and hugging their parents goodbye.

Mom gave me a tight hug and kissed my forehead. "Have fun, Jetta. We can’t wait to hear all about your adventures." She handed me a little note. "Open this when you’re feeling homesick."

With a wave, I climbed onto the bus. I found a seat next to my best friend, Lily. We were both bouncing with excitement. The bus started moving, and we waved goodbye to our parents, our faces pressed against the windows.

As the city streets turned into open fields and tall, green trees, we sang camp songs at the top of our lungs. Ms. Parker led us in singing “The Wheels on the Bus” and “If You’re Happy and You Know It.” The bus was filled with laughter and chatter.
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