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If you are a first-time reader of an introductory sample, we strongly suggest that you scroll down to Chapter 3 where the story of the Young Man and the Old Man actually begins.

Why? 

The first two chapters form an integral Prologue to the entire story and serve as a quiet overture, rich in meaning. However, as you progress, the story unfolds as a fast-paced and exciting narrative, starting from Chapter 3. All is magically tied together in Chapter 11, the Epilogue. As one reader put it: 

“The book starts out kind of slow, but soon draws you into the story, and blows you away at the end! As soon as I finished it I started re-reading it from the beginning.” 

~ Anonymous Reader, 2009 
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Chapter One
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Before time and space was ONE. ONE was all there was. Nothing else existed other than ONE.

ONE caused the universe to be created. ONE did this because it was ONE’s Will. The universe was a perfect reflection of ONE. The universe was one with ONE. ONE and ONE’s perfect reflection, the universe, was all there was. Nothing else existed but ONE and ONE’s perfect reflection, the universe. This happened because it was ONE’s Will. Nothing else happened that was not ONE’s Will.

ONE caused the universe to evolve. The universe evolved according to ONE’s Will. Everything that evolved in the universe was a perfect reflection of ONE. The universe and all that evolved in the universe was one with ONE—All was one with ONE. ONE and the universe and all that evolved in the universe was all there was. Nothing else existed other than ONE and ONE’s perfect reflection: the universe and all that evolved in the universe. All that happened was ONE’s Will. Nothing else happened that was not ONE’s Will.

ONE guided and provided for the universe and all that evolved in the universe. ONE guided and provided according to ONE’s Will. The Way ONE guided and provided for the universe and all that evolved in the universe was the only Way there was. The Way ONE guided and provided for the universe and all that evolved in the universe was in Perfect Harmony. No other Way existed to guide and provide except ONE’s Way. This happened because it was ONE’s Will. Nothing else happened that was not ONE’s Will.
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Chapter Two
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One of the creations that evolved from the universe was a Man and a Woman. One day Man said to Woman, “I wonder if there is something other than ONE?”

Woman answered, “Only ONE exists, nothing else exists other than ONE.”

The next day, however, Man still believed that something other than ONE could exist. So he asked Woman to go with him to find something other than ONE. Woman answered, “If we separate ourselves from ONE, who will provide for us, for all provision is one with ONE?”

Man said, “I will provide.”

Woman said, “What shall we do, where shall we go, for ONE always guided us?”

Man said, “I shall guide us.”

So Man and Woman separated themselves from ONE and looked for something other than ONE. Soon, Man and Woman experienced something unknown—hunger. Man could not find food for himself and Woman. Woman said, “When our desire was to remain one with ONE, we were one with All, since all was one with ONE. Now we have desired something other than ONE and we have this unknown feeling. This unknown feeling is not one with ONE.”

Man said, “The things that are one with ONE are Good, the things that are not one with ONE are bad.”

Woman answered, “Because we separated ourselves from ONE, we separated ourselves from all the Good things that are one with ONE. We may never have anything Good again. We may never be guided by ONE again.”

Then Man and Woman experienced another unknown thing—fear. Man said, “You are right, ONE will never guide us or provide for us again. We will have to wander to somewhere that is always unknown with this bad feeling.”

As it became later in the day, Man and Woman experienced more hunger and more fear of the unknown that lay ahead of them. Woman said, “Do you think we could call to ONE to ask for some provision and some guidance?”

Man answered, “ONE may not hear us because we have walked away from ONE. But we can try.”

So they called out together, “ONE, we do not know if ONE can hear us. If ONE can, we need some provision and some guidance.”

When nothing happened after a short period of time, Man said, “ONE is angry with us and has punished us with bad things and with things unknown to us. We may never be one with ONE again. ONE may never guide us or provide for us again.”

Still, ONE had compassion for Man and Woman. So ONE placed some food in a cave that was just ahead of Man and Woman. When Man came to the cave, he found the food and exclaimed, “I have found some food!”

Woman said, “There is some Good here. ONE can hear us!”

But Man replied, “ONE did not guide us here. We found the food ourselves.”

As Man and Woman ate, it became dark. Woman said, “What will happen when it becomes night?”

Man answered, “It is unknown. Do you suppose that ONE will provide bad things for us to punish us?”

Woman said, “It is unknown.”

So Man and Woman spent the night in the cave and were afraid.

~~
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The next morning, Man and Woman awoke and were hungry again. They started searching for food. Woman said, “Maybe it was ONE who provided the food yesterday. Maybe we should call to ONE and ask for more.”

So they both called out, “ONE, if ONE can hear us, can ONE provide some more food for us?”

Again, ONE had compassion on Man and Woman. So ONE placed some food ahead of Man and Woman where they would be sure to find it. As Man approached the food he exclaimed, “Look! I have found more food. We do not need ONE. I can provide for us and guide us!”

Woman cautioned, “If this food did not come from ONE, maybe it is not Good. For Good only comes from ONE.”

But Man and Woman were both hungry and ate the food. Man said, “We shall not eat all the food, but save some for later. We will leave it here where we can find it later.”

Man and Woman wandered about until the afternoon. Then they returned to eat some more food. But when they came back to the place where the food was, they found that the food had spoiled.

Woman said, “This food is bad because it did not come from ONE. We have wandered in a bad land. In this bad Land what looks Good turns bad and spoils and rots.”

So Man and Woman left in search of food. Shortly, they came upon a creature that looked like it was sleeping. Man said, “Maybe the creature can tell us where to find food.”

As they approached, they found that the creature, too, was spoiled and without life. The Woman said, “This creature is bad, for it also spoils and rots.”

Man stood motionless, as if he also was without life. Then he said, “We also are bad. We also shall spoil and rot.”

Woman said, “ONE was Good. ONE’s universe was a perfect reflection of ONE, there was Perfect Harmony, nothing ever spoiled, we never lacked provision, we always had guidance. But now, since we walked away from ONE, ONE has punished us by leading us into a bad Land where everything spoils and rots. Everything was Good for us when we let ONE guide us. Now look at what we have!!”

So Man and Woman continued to live in lack and fear, worrying about each moment that lies ahead. Still, ONE had compassion on them despite their beliefs.

~~
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Man and Woman had children. When the children were older they asked about life. Man and Woman taught their children: “In the beginning we lived in a Good Land created by ONE. There was Perfect Harmony. All was one with ONE. We were one with All. ONE provided for us and guided us. But we thought that there was something other than ONE. We separated ourselves from ONE, looking for something other than ONE. ONE punished us by sending us into this bad Land. Here we must provide for ourselves and are in lack of provision very often. There is no more guidance from ONE. We live in fear of the unknown that lies ahead. Everything spoils and rots in this bad Land. We do not know if ONE can hear us. And we cannot find a way back to the Good Land of ONE.”

Still, ONE had compassion on Man and Woman and their offspring, placing provision where they would be sure to find it, and guiding them when necessary. However, Man and Woman did not know that ONE still guided and provided for them.

One day, after being weak and feeling bad for many days, Man did not wake from his sleep. Soon Man’s body spoiled. Woman said, “It is just like with everything else in this bad Land, it all spoils and rots.”

Woman and her offspring were gripped with fear. “What happened to Man? Where did Man’s life go?” the children asked.

Woman answered, “It is unknown.”

~~
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Chapter Three
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The Young Man slammed the book shut and slid it across the table sending it onto the floor tumbling against the wall.

What sort of ONE is this? How can ONE punish all people because of First Man and First Woman’s mistake? How can ONE cause or even allow such suffering? Young Man thought to himself.

Gulping the wine that remained in his cup, Young Man looked upward and shouted out loud, “Why!?”

Placing the cup on the table, Young Man walked over to the window overlooking the market street.

Look at them, he thought. The poor suffering vermin; dirty, hungry, twisted and diseased. The sellers always quick to cheat; the buyers bitter over the little amount of goods that their wages can buy. There is one pleading with the seller, the seller justifying the high cost of his goods.

A shudder ran through Young Man, a feeling of disgust. The scene outside the window was repulsive.

“Why?” muttered the Young Man.

Just as Young Man was turning away, a voice from the street heard above the others, cried, “Catch him!”

Young Man turned towards the window only half interested in the commotion. He could see what seemed like a small bundle of rags scurrying through the crowded, narrow street, a seller chasing after it. In moments two men grabbed this small bundle of rags—a kicking, screaming boy, hands clenched around a piece of bread. The seller ran up to the men holding the dirty ragged little boy, “Let go of that bread!” The man holding the boy squeezed him till he cried out in pain.

Then an Old Man with a heavy, once-powerful frame, slightly hunched over, with a balding white head, and dressed in an old worn coat, put his hand around the seller’s arm, turning him away from the boy. With that, the man holding the boy loosened his hold a little and the boy quieted down. Young Man could not make out all the words. The seller seemed to be bickering with the Old Man, pointing to the piece of bread clenched in the little boy’s hands. “But the bread is ruined. I can't sell it now,” shouted the Seller, gesturing with his arms towards the mangled piece of bread.

The Old Man, very calm and slow to move, reached inside his coat and handed something to the Seller. Young Man could tell that it was money by the way the Seller counted it in his hand. The Seller looked at the Old Man in disgust and puzzlement and walked away.

Another very young man came up to the little boy. The man holding the boy let go of him as the Very Young Man grabbed the boy by the hair shouting, “What did you do?” Young Man could tell that the Very Young Man was related to the boy somehow. The man that was holding the boy seemed to explain to the Very Young Man what happened, gesturing towards the Old Man. The Very Young Man turned to the Old Man and started firing questions at him. The Old Man very calmly replied with a few words. The Very Young Man, with his free hand, shoved against the Old Man’s heavy frame, turning the Old Man slightly to one side, as well as knocking himself off balance. “Leave us alone you old fool! I can take care of my own,” shouted the Very Young Man, almost trembling from rage and shame.
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