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[image: Afghan women have been robbed of healthcare, education and their voices. But they won’t remain silent]

A TALIBAN FIGHTER STANDS guard as women wait to receive food rations distributed by a humanitarian aid group, in Kabul, Afghanistan. Picture: AP 
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Susan Hutchinson
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Any group of men that decides that women should not hold office or go to high school or drive a car etc., we would like to let them know that whatever excuse they use, it doesn't hold water. It is beyond our comprehension to see governments using lame excuses and adopting draconian rules over women and denying them everything that the current world holds dear. Could it be that men in these countries that do these things are afraid of educated women or jealouse for what "might be'? Every person in our current time is a brick that is used to build a strong wall, women are part and parcel of every country and therefore, dragging them back to previous centuries is horrifying to say the least. What we all know now is that Afghanistan stands alone in the whole world. They prohibit girls over the age of 12 to continue in school. According to the UNESCO report last year (20230), 2.5 million girls in Afghanistan have been deprived of their right to get educated.

Talibans have made it illegal for women to be enganged in public speaking. they can also punish women if they are heard singing or reading aloud from within their homes.

And by golly this was approved by the Taliban’s supreme leader, Mullah Hibatullah Akhundzada, and will be enforced by the Ministry for Promoting Virtue and Preventing Vice whatever that means.
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​Chapter 1:
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​​Why every woman's education matters
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Historical Overview of Women's Rights in Afghanistan

The historical overview of women's rights in Afghanistan reveals a complex narrative shaped by cultural, political, and social forces. In the early 20th century, Afghanistan's modernisation efforts began to include women, particularly during the reign of King Amanullah Khan in the 1920s. He introduced reforms aimed at improving women's education and promoting their participation in public life. These changes marked a significant departure from traditional practices, as women began to emerge from the confines of their homes, gaining access to education and employment opportunities. However, these advancements faced resistance from conservative factions within Afghan society, leading to a fluctuating landscape of women's rights.

The mid-20th century saw a period of relative stability and progress for Afghan women, particularly during the 1960s and 1970s. Women's participation in education and the workforce increased, and legal reforms were introduced to protect their rights. The 1964 constitution granted women the right to vote and participate in politics, signaling a commitment to gender equality. However, the political turmoil that followed, including coups and the subsequent Soviet invasion in 1979, led to significant setbacks for women's rights. The rise of mujahideen factions and later the Taliban resulted in the imposition of strict interpretations of Islamic law, which severely curtailed women's freedoms.

The Taliban's rule from 1996 to 2001 marked one of the darkest periods for women's rights in Afghanistan. Under their regime, women were subjected to extreme restrictions, including a ban on education, employment, and public life. The enforcement of the burqa and harsh punishments for defying these edicts created an environment of fear and oppression. During this time, global awareness of women's rights in Afghanistan began to grow, with international organizations and activists calling for intervention and support. The plight of Afghan women became emblematic of the broader struggle for human rights in conflict zones.
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