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Disclaimer  

 This book is a work of creative fiction. 
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Dedication

This is for those who wielded their power quietly, those who fought in the shadows, whose bravery is often overlooked, yet whose impact reverberated across time.   

For the witches, healers, and visionaries who practiced their crafts in secret, often risking persecution and death, this book is a humble attempt to honor their memory and to celebrate their remarkable contributions.   

To the women who dared to dream, to those who refused to be silenced, and to those who continue to fight for equality, justice, and a brighter future, this book is dedicated with profound admiration and respect.   

To every woman who has ever picked up a sword, a pen, or a spell, and fought for what she believed in, may this story serve as a small reminder of your enduring strength and unwavering courage.   
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 It is a dedication to the enduring power of the feminine spirit, a power that has shaped the world in ways too numerous to count and continues to inspire change and hope.   

To those who have come before and to those who will come after, this story is told.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Aurora Mizutani's "The Seventh Child, Strega's Spells" continues the saga of The Seventh Spawned, picking up from the fourth book, "The Seventh Child, Strega's Quest".  

It follows the epic journey of Strega, a formidable witch and the granddaughter of Mortem, who is a descendant of the original witch, Mega. 

Set in the 21st century, the story continues with Strega embarking on her quest to assemble a coalition of scholars and sorceresses, merging their powers to confront and vanquish the evil rulers of the world.  

Throughout her adventure, Strega unites a varied group of scholars and sorceresses, leveraging their combined strengths to challenge and topple the malevolent forces that govern the world. 
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OVERVIEW 

In the 21st century, we witness the captivating tale of Strega, a formidable witch and the granddaughter of Mortem the Warlock from Eldergrove. Strega hails from a lineage that traces back to the original witch, Mega from Oakhaven, and she is distinguished as the seventh child of a seventh born. This unique heritage is imbued with the destiny of unveiling deep truths to those who seek knowledge. 
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PREFACE 

Strega’s journey is one of unity and collaboration, as she gathers a diverse group of scholars and sorceresses.  

Together, they aim to confront and dismantle the tyrannical forces that oppress their world, showcasing the strength of combined abilities in the face of adversity. 

The narrative delves into themes such as the pursuit and sharing of knowledge, trust, friendship, and a longing for camaraderie and adventure, highlighting the importance of unity in the face of opposition. 

Strega’s quest not only highlights the importance of unity among like-minded individuals but also emphasizes the transformative power of knowledge and magic in confronting evil. 
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crumbling temple

The Seventh Child: Book Two 

[image: ]

 

Legacy of Light 
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Continuing the Fight  

The air crackled with residual magic, a faint hum that lingered in the valleys even after the most intense battles. The alliance, though smaller now, its ranks thinned by the conflict, remained steadfast in its commitment.  

Strega, Penny, Olasumbu, Medina, and Scintilla, the heart of this dwindling fellowship, found themselves facing a new kind of challenge: the slow, insidious creep of lingering dark magic, less a roaring inferno and more a persistent, gnawing chill.  

The grand battles were over, but the war, in a quieter, more subtle way, raged on.  
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Their focus shifted from large-scale confrontations to a more meticulous, localized approach.  

Strega, her magic now a refined instrument of healing and protection, worked tirelessly, her touch gentle yet powerful, erasing the lingering shadows that clung to the souls of those affected by the conflict.  

Penny, with her unwavering practicality, organized supplies, coordinated efforts, and ensured that their resources were used efficiently.  

Scintilla, ever the spiritual guide, provided solace and strength, reminding them all of the enduring power of hope and resilience.  

Olasumbu, possessing her expertise in West African spells and potions, carried countless combinations of herbs that could be blended into innumerable healing potions. 

Medina, with her mastery over the elements, could create a protective shield against even the harshest weather conditions. 
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They travelled from village to village, cleansing the earth of corrupted energy, using their combined skills to heal not just the land but the people.  

One such village, nestled deep within a secluded valley, bore the scars of a particularly brutal battle. The land was parched, the crops withered, and a pervasive sense of despair hung heavy in the air. The villagers, traumatized and depleted, had lost faith in their ability to recover.  

Strega, sensing the depth of their despair, realized that simple healing spells wouldn't be enough. She needed to restore not only their physical well-being but also their hope. She began by teaching them simple grounding techniques, showing them how to connect with the earth’s energy, to draw strength from the very soil beneath their feet.  

Olasumbo introduced them to the healing properties of local herbs, guiding them in the creation of potent remedies.  
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Penny, ever resourceful, helped them build simple irrigation systems, bringing life back to their parched fields.  

Scintilla, meanwhile, led rituals, focusing on unity and healing.  

Medina helped them rediscover their collective strength and the enduring spirit of their.  

The transformation was gradual, almost imperceptible at first. Yet, as the days turned into weeks, a palpable shift occurred. The villagers, empowered by their newfound knowledge and strengthened by their shared experiences, began to rebuild their lives. The land responded to their care, the crops grew stronger, and the air, once thick with despair, was now filled with a renewed sense of hope.  

Strega’s role was not that of a savior but a catalyst, igniting the spark of self-reliance within them.  

Their work extended beyond the immediate needs of the villagers. They embarked on a journey to locate and destroy the remaining artifacts of dark magic, 
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pieces of the shattered amulet that had unleashed the initial wave of corruption. These fragments, scattered across the land, still pulsed with dark energy, capable of corrupting the earth and the souls of those who came into contact with them. The search was long and arduous, often leading them to forgotten ruins and treacherous landscapes. Each shard they found and destroyed represented a small victory, a gradual chipping away at the lingering darkness.  

During one such search, they stumbled upon an ancient, forgotten library hidden deep within a crumbling temple.  

Within its dusty shelves, they discovered scrolls detailing ancient spells, lost rituals, and forgotten prophecies. These texts provided valuable insights into the history of dark magic, its origins, and its potential to spread. They also uncovered hidden knowledge about the protective magic of the land, the inherent resilience of the earth itself.  

Strega, with her newfound understanding of the delicate balance between light and darkness, began to 
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incorporate this knowledge into her own practice. She learned to manipulate the earth's energy on a larger scale, weaving protective spells that extended beyond the local area, creating a network of magic that shielded the world from future threats.  

Penny, using the information gathered from the scrolls, developed new strategies for combating dark magic. 

Olasumbu began creating potent antidotes and preventative measures.  

Scintilla integrated the spiritual insights from the texts into their rituals. 

Medina deepened their connection to the earth, thus enhancing their capacity for healing.  

Their journey wasn't without its challenges. They faced lingering pockets of corrupted magic, remnants of the previous battles that stubbornly resisted their efforts. They encountered creatures warped by the dark energy, twisted parodies of their former selves. Yet, with each encounter, they grew stronger, their bond deepened, and their skills sharpened.  
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The challenges pushed them to their limits, yet their determination remained unwavering.  

The final confrontation came unexpectedly. A seemingly insignificant amulet fragment, discovered in a secluded cave, revealed itself to be a powerful nexus of dark energy, capable of reigniting the previous chaos. The battle was fierce, testing the limits of their powers, pushing them to the edge of exhaustion. But they stood firm, their combined abilities complementing each other, creating a symphony of light and energy that finally overcame the darkness. The amulet fragment shattered, its power dispersed, leaving behind only a faint whisper of its former malevolence.  

In the aftermath, a profound sense of peace descended. The world had been cleansed, the lingering shadows banished, and the threat of further corruption had been neutralized. The alliance, though diminished, had achieved its purpose. The legacy of their struggle was not just about the battles won, but the lives saved, the land restored, and the villages empowered.  
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Strega, Penny, Olasumbu, Medina, and Scintilla continued their work, ensuring that the world remained safe, their dedication unwavering, their friendship unbreakable. The world was healing, and they, its healers, were ready for whatever challenges the future might hold. The whispers of the past served as a reminder, a testament to the strength they had found within themselves and the power of their united spirit.  

Their legacy extended far beyond the mountains, reaching out to touch the lives of countless others, a beacon of hope in a world that had once been cloaked in darkness.  

The fight was far from over, but the light they carried burned brighter than ever before.  
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Training New Recruits  

The air, once thick with the residue of magical conflict, now carried the scent of pine and damp earth, a welcome change after months of battling the encroaching darkness. The valley, once scarred and desolate, was slowly blossoming under the diligent care of its inhabitants. But the victory, as profound as it was, brought with it a new responsibility: the training of the next generation of protectors. Strega, Penny, Olasumbu, Medina, and Scintilla, weary but resolute, knew that their legacy couldn't rest solely on their shoulders. The world needed guardians, skilled warriors of light, to stand against any future threats.  
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Their first task was the selection of recruits. Word had spread, carried on the whispers of the wind and the songs of traveling bards, about the alliance's triumph. Young men and women, drawn by the promise of learning the ways of light magic and contributing to a greater good, flocked to their secluded training grounds. They came from diverse backgrounds, each with their own unique skills and experiences, some possessing latent magical abilities, others drawn to the cause by unwavering courage and compassion.  

The selection process was rigorous. Strega assessed their innate magical potential. Medina sensed the strength and purity of their inner light. Penny evaluated their physical prowess, their agility, and their strategic thinking. Scintilla, ever attuned to the spiritual realm, judged their resilience. Olasumbu scrutinised their capacity for empathy and their commitment to the path of light. Not everyone possessed the necessary qualities. Some lacked the innate magical aptitude, others were too consumed by personal demons, and still, others were simply unprepared for the sacrifices required.  
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Those who were deemed worthy were brought into the fold, welcomed into a space of strength, resilience, and unwavering purpose.  

The training regime was demanding, a carefully curated blend of physical and magical disciplines. The recruits began with the basics: physical conditioning, honing their agility, strength, and endurance. Penny, a master strategist and warrior in her own right, oversaw this part of their training. She designed rigorous obstacle courses, challenging them both physically and mentally. They climbed sheer cliffs, navigated treacherous terrain, and sparred with each other, learning to defend themselves and work as a team. Penny’s training emphasized not only individual strength but also the importance of cooperation and coordination, understanding that in battle, teamwork was crucial to survival.  

Concurrently, Strega began teaching them the fundamentals of light magic. It wasn't about unleashing raw power but harnessing and channeling it, learning to control their energy and wield it with precision. She taught them grounding techniques, 
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connecting them with the earth's life force, drawing upon the ancient power of the land. She introduced them to protective spells, shields of light to safeguard themselves and others. She showed them how to cleanse corrupted energy, to heal wounds both physical and spiritual. Strega's instruction was patient but firm, emphasizing the importance of control, discipline, and understanding the delicate balance of power within the magical realm. She emphasized that magic was a tool, not a weapon to be used recklessly, and that responsibility came with the power to wield it. Each lesson was tailored to the individual’s aptitude, ensuring a personalized learning experience.  

Scintilla's role was equally crucial. She led spiritual meditations, helping the recruits connect with their inner selves and strengthen their spiritual core. She guided them in understanding the moral implications of wielding powerful magic, emphasizing compassion, selflessness, and the unwavering commitment to protect the innocent. 
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Olasumbu taught them ancient rituals and chants, methods to enhance their magical abilities and deepen their connection to the earth’s life energy.  

Medina stressed the importance of mental fortitude, teaching them techniques to manage stress, control their emotions, and maintain a calm focus in the face of adversity. Her wisdom was profound, shaping not only their magical skills but also their character, forging warriors of light who were not only powerful but also compassionate and deeply connected to the world around them.  

As weeks turned into months, the recruits progressed, their skills growing exponentially. They practiced in unison, their individual strengths forming a harmonious whole. Strega watched, pride filling her heart, as they mastered protective spells, their light weaving together into a radiant shield. Penny observed, her lips curving into a small smile, as their combat skills sharpened, their coordination improving with each passing day. Scintilla smiled serenely, noticing their growing spiritual strength, their resilience, and unwavering compassion. The transformation was 
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remarkable, the raw potential of these young souls blossoming into a force of incredible power and unwavering resolve.  

The training wasn't always easy. There were moments of frustration, of setbacks, of near despair. Some recruits found the intensity overwhelming, questioning their ability to meet the demands. But Strega, Penny, Medina, Olasumbu, and Scintilla were there, offering guidance, encouragement, and unwavering support. They understood that becoming a guardian of light required more than just magical ability; it demanded courage, resilience, and an unyielding commitment to the path of righteousness. They were not just training warriors but shaping their characters, forging individuals capable of facing any challenge with grace, strength, and unwavering determination.  

One pivotal exercise involved confronting illusions conjured by Strega. These were not mere tricks but sophisticated simulations designed to test their mental fortitude. They faced their deepest fears, their darkest doubts, and the lingering specters of past traumas, 
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each illusion tailor-made to target their individual vulnerabilities. Penny’s tactical training emphasized outsmarting their enemies. Medina’s guidance had taught them to utilize the landscape to their advantage. Scintilla’s spiritual guidance helped them recognize their own inner strength, their capacity for resilience. Olasumbu reminded them of the importance of working in unison and the unwavering support of their comrades. The recruits learned to discern reality from illusion, to navigate treacherous landscapes, and to emerge stronger and more confident.  

Another crucial element of their training involved working together. They learned to coordinate their magical abilities, their combined power far exceeding the sum of their individual strengths. They created intricate patterns of light and energy, weaving protective barriers, unleashing waves of purifying energy, and harmonizing their spells into a symphony of pure light. This collaborative work emphasized the power of unity, reminding them that their strength came not just from individual skill but also from their collective bond, their shared commitment to the 

The Seventh Child: Book Two 

 

greater good. The bond formed during training would be crucial in the battles to come.  

As the training culminated, the recruits underwent a final test, a rigorous assessment of their skills and their character. They faced a simulated battle, a meticulously crafted scenario that pushed them to their limits. They battled illusory creatures, overcame formidable obstacles, and navigated treacherous terrain, their skills and teamwork tested to their absolute maximum. The final test proved the effectiveness of their training and revealed the strength of their resolve. Those who passed were formally inducted into the ranks of the Guardians of Light, ready to assume their role as protectors of the world.  

The ceremony was solemn, a moment of both pride and responsibility. Strega, Medina, Olasumbu, Penny, and Scintilla stood before them, their eyes reflecting the unwavering faith in the future, a future entrusted to the hands of these newly forged warriors. The legacy of light continued, not just as a memory, but as a living, breathing force, carried by a new generation of protectors, ready to face any darkness that might rise. 
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The ancient scrolls, the lessons learned, and the enduring bond between the three leaders would be carried forward, a testament to the resilience of humanity and the enduring power of hope. The world, though scarred, was healing, and the Guardians of Light, its new guardians, were ready to defend it. The whispers of the past would guide them, their courage would fuel their actions, and the light they carried would illuminate the path forward, assuring a brighter future.  
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Spreading Awareness  

The newly formed Guardians of Light, their ranks swelled with the graduates of the rigorous training program, faced a new challenge: spreading awareness. Their victory over the encroaching darkness hadn't eradicated the threat; it had merely pushed it back, leaving behind a lingering sense of unease and a critical need for education. The world, still reeling from the conflict, needed to understand the insidious nature of dark magic and the crucial importance of maintaining the delicate balance between light and shadow. This was a task as vital as the training itself, a responsibility as weighty as defending the realm.  
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Strega, Penny, Medina, Olasumbu, and Scintilla knew that simply vanquishing the immediate threat wasn't enough. True security lay not just in force, but in understanding. They needed to reach the populace, to educate them about the subtle signs of dark magic, the ways it could infiltrate daily life, and the consequences of allowing it to fester unchecked. They needed to cultivate a widespread awareness, a collective vigilance that would act as the first line of defense against any future incursions.  

Their first step involved creating a network of informants, individuals from all walks of life who could act as eyes and ears in their respective villages. They recruited traveling merchants, village elders, and even skilled bards, individuals who traveled far and wide, carrying news and stories across the land. These informants were trained to identify the subtle signs of dark magic: unsettling weather patterns, unusual animal behavior, or whispers of unrest spreading among the people. They were instructed to report any suspicious activities to the nearest Guardian outpost, ensuring rapid response to any potential threats.  
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The bards proved to be particularly valuable assets. Their songs, imbued with carefully crafted lyrics, carried messages of hope and warning across the land. They sang of the Guardians' victory, inspiring courage and resilience in the hearts of their listeners. But woven into their melodies were subtle warnings, tales of the insidious ways of dark magic and the importance of vigilance. Their music wasn't simply entertainment; it was a form of education, a subtle reminder of the ongoing threat, and an encouragement to remain watchful.  

Beyond the network of informants, the alliance established a series of traveling initiatives. These initiatives were designed to educate the general populace about the nature of magic, both light and dark.  

Strega, with her profound understanding of the mystical arts, led these sessions, explaining the delicate balance between the two forces and the dangers of disrupting that equilibrium.  
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Medina emphasized the interconnectedness of all things, reminding her audience that the well-being of the world depended on maintaining the harmony between opposing forces. She taught them how to sense subtle shifts in energy, how to recognize the presence of dark magic, and how to protect themselves from its insidious influence.  

Penny, a master strategist, focused on practical self-defense techniques. She taught basic combat maneuvers, strategies for evading danger, and simple protective spells that could ward off minor magical attacks. Her teachings weren't meant to create an army of warriors, but to empower individuals with the knowledge and skills to protect themselves and their families.  

Olasumbu demonstrated the transformative power of herbal magic, showcasing its healing properties and its capacity to heal and dispel darkness. She emphasized the importance of resilience, demonstrating how even ordinary citizens could contribute to the protection of their villages.  
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Scintilla's contribution was equally crucial. She led spiritual meditations, helping people connect with their inner selves and strengthen their intuition. Her teachings fostered a sense of collective responsibility, emphasizing the importance of empathy, compassion, and understanding in maintaining peace and harmony within their villages.  

The alliance also invested in creating accessible texts and illustrations explaining the nature of light and dark magic, making this knowledge accessible to even the most illiterate. These scrolls were distributed throughout the land, ensuring that the lessons learned during the conflict weren't confined to a select few. The illustrations were vivid, easy to understand, and helped convey the complex concepts in a readily digestible manner. They depicted the positive effects of light magic and the destructive nature of its dark counterpart, reinforcing the critical need for balance and protection.  

The initiative was met with mixed reactions. Some embraced the teachings wholeheartedly, eager to learn and contribute to the protection of their villages. 
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Others remained skeptical, resistant to the idea of magic playing a role in their daily lives. There were those who feared the power of magic itself, seeing it as a source of both good and evil. But the Guardians persisted, patiently addressing concerns, answering questions, and demonstrating the value of their teachings through acts of service and compassion.  

One significant hurdle they faced was combating misinformation and distrust. Rumors and fear-mongering were spreading, twisting the truth, and creating unnecessary anxiety. The alliance countered these narratives by disseminating accurate information, refuting false claims, and promoting open dialogue. They encouraged people to question their sources, to seek out reliable information, and to avoid the spread of unfounded fears. This became a critical element of their awareness campaign, a battle fought not with swords and spells, but with reason and truth.  

The Guardians also focused on rebuilding the ravaged villages, providing support and assistance to those who had suffered during the conflict. They used their combined resources to rebuild homes, restore 
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infrastructure, and provide essential services. This demonstration of compassion and practical aid earned them the trust and respect of the populace, making them more receptive to their teachings and their warnings about the ongoing threat of dark magic. This holistic approach, combining practical help with educational outreach, proved far more effective than a purely didactic approach.  

The long-term strategy involved establishing schools and training centers across the land. These institutions would continue the work of educating future generations about the nature of magic, fostering an appreciation for the balance between light and shadow, and preparing them to stand against any future threats. The curriculum would blend practical self-defense techniques with spiritual awareness, ensuring that each student possessed both the physical and mental strength needed to protect themselves and their villages.  

The legacy of light wasn't merely about vanquishing the darkness; it was about creating a future where humanity could live in harmony with the magical 
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world, aware of the delicate balance of power and equipped to protect it. The Guardians of Light understood that their work had only just begun. The world was healing, but vigilance remained crucial. The ongoing education and awareness campaign was a testament to their commitment, a testament to the enduring strength of their alliance and the unwavering hope for a brighter future. The fight against the encroaching darkness was far from over, but the light they carried was steadily growing stronger, illuminating the path toward a more secure and informed world. The future, though uncertain, held the promise of a stronger, more resilient humanity, united against the shadows and ready to safeguard the fragile balance between light and darkness.  
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Restoring Balance  

The immediate aftermath of the battle left a landscape scarred not just by physical destruction, but by the lingering taint of dark magic. Twisted trees clawed at the sky, their branches gnarled and blackened, a testament to the insidious power they had faced. Rivers, once clear and scintillating, now flowed sluggishly, their waters tainted with an unnatural stillness. The very earth seemed to mourn, the fertile fields yielding meager harvests, the once vibrant forests choked by a creeping blight. Restoring the balance wasn't just about vanquishing the immediate threat; it was about healing the wounds inflicted upon the land itself.  
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