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Chapter 1: The Smell That Started It All




At exactly 10:17 on Tuesday morning, Room 12 stopped learning fractions and started sniffing. 

Mrs. Picklebean froze beside the whiteboard. “Does anyone else smell… mystery?”

Every hand shot up.

“It came from the pencil sharpener!” said Leo.

“No,” whispered Maya, pointing at the class hamster. “Mr. Nibbles looks guilty.”

Mr. Nibbles stuffed a sunflower seed into his cheek and blinked like a tiny criminal.

Mrs. Picklebean opened every window. Papers flew. The calendar flapped. One spelling test escaped into the hallway.

Jayden crouched under his desk. “It smells like a sneaker married a pickle.”

The class investigated everything: lunchboxes, backpacks, glue sticks, the reading rug, and one suspicious banana peel from last week’s science experiment.

Finally, Ava lifted the lid on the classroom compost bin.

Everyone gasped.

Inside sat the missing hard-boiled egg from Monday’s healthy snack lesson.

Mrs. Picklebean nodded seriously. “Case closed.”

Mr. Nibbles squeaked.

Ava translated: “He says he wants an apology… and a gas mask.”

--- Time to Laugh! ---

Q: Why did the classroom open all the windows?
      A: Because the smell was trying to get extra recess! 

Knock, knock.
      Who’s there?
      Egg.
      Egg who?
      Egg-scuse me, but something smells suspicious! 

Q: What do you call a mystery smell with no clues?
      A: A stink-vestigation! 

Would you rather smell an old sneaker sandwich or a burping backpack?
      (Most kids pick the backpack — why: at least it might cough up your homework.) 

Q: Why did the hamster look nervous?
      A: Because everyone knows tiny paws leave tiny clues! 

Knock, knock.
      Who’s there?
      Nose.
      Nose who?
      Nose-body knows where that smell came from! 

Q: What did the pencil say during the smell emergency?
      A: “Don’t point at me, I’m already sharp enough!” 

 Q: What is the best tool for solving a stinky mystery?
     A: A clue-per scooper!









