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AN INTERESTING CAT




The word ‘unknown’ can mean many things.

There is the connotation of a mystery, a person,
place or thing that is a literal blank slate. A line once crossed
into a situation where there is no turning back. When it comes to
actors and Hollywood, the word ‘unknown’ can spell both risk and
reward.

Which is pretty much the part of the equation in
which Jamie Dornan dwells.

Jumping immediately from the biography of Fifty
Shades of Grey’s leading lady Dakota Johnson to her male
co-star Jamie Dornan seemed at first to be the ultimate exercise in
relentless research and making a mountain out of a mole hill.
Dakota was known for doing a lot of work, most of which was barely
seen, being the offspring of two celebrities and suddenly bursting
into the public’s consciousness when chosen to play Anastasia
Steele.

Done and done.

Going straight into Inside Grey’s Anatomy: The
Unauthorized Biography of Jamie Dornan, quite honestly, seemed
like a burnout in the making. Because, like Dakota, Jamie was known
and not known in the same breath. If you’re a groupie of the
fashion/ modeling scene, you might have seen Dornan, who in the day
was described as ‘The Golden Torso,’ stripped down to his underwear
on massive outdoor billboards in many major cities and on the sides
of just as many buses. If you were a geek for British folk music,
you might have been there for the moment in time when he was one
half of the short-lived folk duo, Sons of Jim, who made a small and
short-lived splash across the pond. And finally, if you get all
moist at the thought of British cult movies and television, you
might have captured the all-important glimpse of Dornan as the
quite uncommon model-turned-actor who could actually act in the
likes of Marie Antoniette, Once Upon A Time and The
Fall.

That Jamie could boast even a moderate level of
acting credits after nearly a decade in the modeling trenches could
be chalked up as amazing. With the rare exception, highlighted by
model turned actor George Lazenby’s turn as James Bond in On Her
Majesties Secret Service (one of the most underappreciated Bond
film portrayals to date), most models have carried the idea of
transitioning to acting to often-laughable ends. But from the
beginning, Jamie has not been most models. He wanted to be an actor
long before he took his clothes off for Calvin Klein. In the most
thoughtful and mercenary sense, Jamie had turned to modeling to
turn a buck and travel the world.

But resumes are not ultimately what full blown
biographies are made of and what makes Jamie’s story all the more
attractive is that he is not a paper-thin sum of his credits but
rather a flesh and blood Shakespeare done up with 70’s New Wave
European cool, alternately shy and introspective, rugged and
stereotypically one of the boys and seemingly always passionately
determined. Jamie loves to read the works of Oscar Wilde, is a big
fan of both The Kinks and The Smiths and is notorious for dropping
a requisite amount of F bombs into just about any conversation he’s
having. He plays a man’s sport, rugby, and can be a notoriously
hard drinker; sure signs that he has testosterone as well as
sensitivity running through his veins.

Physically he’s every man and don’t let that Adonis
of a model’s torso fool you. He’s had his nose broken three times
over the years and one of those was the result of a bar fight. He
suffered a shoulder injury on the rugby pitch that continues to
bother him on occasion. And he makes no bones about the fact that
he’s had asthma forever and jokes that his constant companion, an
asthma pump, is the ultimate cool bobble.

While the flesh and blood model of style and
elegance, at the end of the day Jamie is very much of his Irish
upbringing, equal parts blue collar and salt of the earth and, as
he once explained to ASOS Magazine, he was a man of
simple tastes, his dream to have three nice shirts, two nice pair
of trousers and three T-shirts. He also offered that his simple
tastes run to Sky Sports (a sports television network), Guinness
beer and burgers.

That so much is actually known about Jamie Dornan can
be chalked up to a combination of the press, often unabashedly and
kind of pervy, attraction to his classic features and the fact that
Jamie, despite being prone to privacy, although not in a
Garbo-esque sense, will spill the beans with surprising frequency,
at least to the extent that he wants to.

But get into his inner circle, one populated by a
mixture of old school mates, actors and a sprinkling of fashion
people, and one is reportedly likely to see a much softer man. He
has admitted that, in his less guarded moments, that he is prone to
being extremely open when it comes to personal matters. And, on a
much more intimate level, he has been known to cry. Depth and
emotion does not grow on trees. Like I said, Jamie Dornan is one
interesting cat.

Just who Jamie’s heavy friends are is open to
conjecture. His modeling and acting days had obviously put him in
contact with celebrity notables but Jamie has never been one to
name drop. In fact if it had not been for a recent interview,
nobody would have known that Jamie considered actor Josh Hartnett a
great friend. This is how Jamie operates. Just when you think
you’ve gotten it all, the actor decides to drop another tidbit.

In researching Jamie’s story, I found an almost
kinetic energy pulsating through even the most day to day moments.
An urgency and a drive that makes Jamie constantly bordering,
physically and emotionally, on larger than life. Things have not
just happened in his life and career. There’s a mixture of luck and
karma to be considered. But what it all boils down to is a sudden
jolt in his world and Jamie is on the scene.

Jamie is seemingly impervious to pain. When a painful
shoulder injury, acquired on the rugby pitch, necessitated surgery,
Jamie put off the procedure for three years, preferring to walk
around with the discomfort. By model standards, he’s been roughed
up with several broken noses, which has made him the enticing
contrary to the pretty boy face, attractive yet slightly out of
symmetry with the concept of male beauty.

There’s been trauma in his life which is always an
important element of a good celebrity biography. And no, I am not a
cold-hearted bastard. It’s just that real life often throws the
dice that way and how Jamie reacted to the death of his mother and
the death of four close friends is part of the equation.

Jamie’s love life immediately jumps out of the time
line. Quite simply, you do not look like Jamie Dornan and not
always have the eye of the ladies. His two year relationship with
then model/actress and later major movie star Kiera Knightly is
definitely of note just because we want to know what happens when
two people who are physically beyond belief get together. The fact
that he made Lindsay Lohan’s ‘I had sex with’ list is amusing and,
for purposes of this tome, puts Jamie in elite (sic) company. It is
hard to imagine Jamie as a paper-thin sex machine. My guess is that
even Lindsay got more than she bargained for.

Okay. Sensation. It’s a celebrity biography. You knew
those things were coming.

But Jamie is a much deeper subject than your normal
flavor of the moment, those flash in the pans whose career barely
outlasts pop culture’s fleeting fascination with them. Jamie Dornan
is definitely a different cat. Who has the potential to be around
for awhile.

He is a thinker equally at home alone with his
thoughts than in a crowd or in front of a camera. There is a soul
and a very real one nestled inside his sculpted body and often shy
good looks. There is a brain and a functioning one as well which is
constantly working, calculating the right move in the right
situation, even as he parlayed coming in second to Charlie Hunnam
in the Christian Grey sweepstakes.

Many would panic in suddenly being rejected and out
of work. Jamie did not. There was a loving wife and a newborn child
to consider, the prospect of returning to the second season of the
hit UK television series The Fall. Hell Jamie was so much
the perfect bloke that even a television series that had killed him
off was, a year earlier, was still moving heaven and earth trying
to think of a way to bring his character back and make it work
within his currently always hectic schedule.

Nothing in Jamie’s life seems to just lay there
inert. There always seems to be a sense of impeding something as he
makes his way through the day. But you can be sure that Jamie has
worked very hard and has been diligent in making his life and
career what it is today.

If you’ve read this far, then I guess I’ve done my
job. Which is to get you to read the rest. Inside Grey’s
Anatomy: The Unauthorized Biography of Jamie Dornan is in your
face primarily because of his ascendency to the role of Christian
Grey.

Lest you forget, this is how the pop culture
biography writing game works. Somebody rises to popularity in the
media and in the public consciousness. A book is written for the
purpose of engaging, enlightening and entertaining the reader. Yes
the author pays his mortgage, the publisher is happy and everybody
lives happily ever after.

Make no mistake, Inside Grey’s Anatomy: The
Unauthorized Biography of Jamie Dornan is not just a whole lot
of fluff and filler about Jamie Dornan and Fifty Shades. You
would be disappointed if his current role was the only thing worth
reading about.

And so would Jamie.

With the conclusion of Inside Grey’s Anatomy: The
Unauthorized Biography of Jamie Dornan, I have now written
three books on the subject, four if you count the additional
chapters for the updated version of my book on E. L. James.

 


I think I’ve pretty much covered it.

But this is publishing and this is show business. So
you never really know.

 


Marc Shapiro 2015

 



INTRODUCTION

 STORAGE WARS TO FIFTY
SHADES

 


2:00 a.m. London. Late October 2013. Jamie is alone
in the dark.

Well, not exactly alone.

Flickering on his television are the figures of
working-class Americans bidding frantically and hilariously on the
contents of storage units. The program, a US import reality show
entitled Storage Wars, has a strange effect after repeated
viewings, alternately hypnotic and heavy on the brain. A show that
easily melts into mental background noise after predictability and
repeated viewings and allows the mind to wander. Jamie was on his
umpteenth episode of the show that had started well before midnight
and it was having what was for him a desired effect.

Jamie in repose does not suit him well. Long addicted
to physical activity, the idea of sitting around and not doing
push- ups, non-stop pacing or other activities often gives him the
mental shakes after a time. Just ask his wife, Amelia, who has
regularly admonished him, as he explained in an Observer
interview, to stop dropping to the floor to do spontaneous
exercises and to just read a book.

Jamie’s eyes moved back and forth from the screen, a
glazed, sleep-deprived look. The television was turned down low in
difference to his pregnant wife Amelia who was sleeping soundly
downstairs. He was dressed comfortably in pajamas that hung easily
on a lean lanky frame. But even in the late hour, Jamie was most
certainly contemplative and, yes, a bit brooding. It was a look
that close friends and business acquaintances had known for some
time. Jamie was reportedly anxious and excited and was in a pensive
state. He regularly stared at the phone gripped tightly in his
hand.

It was a death grip.

“I was in London,” Jamie recalled that night in an
interview with Today. “It was 2:00 a.m. I was waiting for
the call.”

The call that just might change his life forever.

2013 had been an eventful year for Jamie. After years
of struggling to shake off the profitable but creatively
unsatisfying shackles of top international modeling, and after
posing in various stages of undress for high fashion icons, he was
heartened by the notion that his long hoped for acting career was
finally beginning to take off.

He had garnered particular praise in the role of Abel
Goffe in the multi-part historical drama New Worlds, a
sequel to the previous mini-series Devil’s Whore. And his
turn as the truly terrifying serial killer Paul Spector in the UK
produced thriller television series The Fall, opposite
X-Files stalwart Gillian Anderson, had been so successful
that, as he lounged around watching Storage Wars, the show
had already been renewed for a second season and he was
contemplating his return as what viewers had noted was the sexiest
killer on the planet sometime in the new year.

That Jamie had come so far seemingly so fast did not
come as a surprise to his father, Dr. Jim Dornan who, in an
Irish Central story, made no bones about the fact that, all
parental bias aside, his son was first rate. “He is an incredibly
level-headed, solid guy. He is one of the nicest people I
know.”

And it was this sense of normalcy and nonchalance
that had become an early trademark of the model turned actor. Jamie
had never been one to put on airs, being more content to just be
one of the group and to go about his business of doing the work.
The notion that, with success, he might suddenly evolve into an ego
driven diva, had not come to pass. He has often had a good laugh at
the notion of how boring he must appear to those seeking celebrity
flash and glitz and, in a conversation with Glamour Poland,
he was laughingly quick to outline just how much of an
anti-celebrity he actually was.

“I despise extravagance,” he chuckled. “I don’t fly a
private plane. I don’t have a bodyguard. I don’t buy brand name
stuff. I have a house, a family, two dogs and a watch. That’s good
enough for me.”

In the ensuing years his lack of diva-ish tendencies
and laidback attitude had become part and parcel of any
conversation about what it was like working with him.

Typical of this were the comments of actress Bronagh
Waugh who plays Jamie’s wife in The Fall. “He’s just Jamie,”
the actress told In!. “It’s just a work thing. The interest
in him is weird. I went for an audition once and I think the only
reason I was called was that I had worked with Jamie.”

But even as he contemplated a bright professional
future, the working class in Jamie, one that in conversation was
highlighted by a classic Irish brogue, could not help but remember
how difficult it had been not that many years ago. The countless
auditions, the just as many rejections and, as he ruefully
explained in an interview with Red Magazine, the
never-ending preconceived notions that any model turned aspiring
actor must deal with.

“In Los Angeles they don’t think that because you
leaned against a wall and looked depressed while someone took your
photograph, it just means you can’t act. In the UK there’s a
massive stigma attached to it. You could not have possibly had your
photograph taken for a living and act.”

But the changes in Jamie’s life have been equally
personal. After years of being considered the sexiest man in the
modeling world and carrying on relationships with such equally
attractive modeling icons as Kiera Knightly and, allegedly Kate
Moss and, at the other extreme, allegedly a brief sexual encounter
with Lindsay Lohan, Jamie, at age 31, has seen a more mature side
emerge in his marriage to actress/musician Amelia Warner and the
impending birth of their first child.

Jamie was comfortable with his new state of maturity
and bliss when he talked to Entertainment Weekly. “I feel
very settled. I’m glad to be 31 and not 21. I’m not running in and
out of clubs at 5:00 a.m. anymore.”

Sometime in the early morning hours the phone in
Jamie’s hand suddenly vibrated.

Jamie had been well aware of everything Fifty
Shades of Grey. He knew the trio of books had captivated the
imaginations of hundreds of millions of women worldwide. He was
aware that a movie deal had been struck and he was also aware that
the hunt for just the right actor to play kinky millionaire
Christian Grey was being carried on in earnest and on an
international scale. Instinctively he knew the career making
possibilities of the role and had reportedly been mildly interested
in auditioning. Midway through the year, and at the suggestion of
his agency representatives, Jamie submitted a video tape audition
for the role.

Jamie was well aware of the history of the Fifty
Shades of Grey books, how the middle-aged housewife E.L James
had dropped out of the figurative sky to become the pioneer of
modern erotica. He knew that a lot of money had already been thrown
into the hopper and that the actors involved would certainly become
instant celebrities. Jamie had kept his Fifty Shades
submission largely low key. From the word go, his family and
friends were curious but ultimately supportive. His mates from back
in the day had some good natured laughs at his expense but were.
Likewise, enthusiastic.

These were manic times in the hunt for Christian
Grey. Fifty Shades fanatics were suggesting, and yes,
demanding their personal favorites be chosen. Author E.L. James was
very vocal in her suggestions. And of course the studio and
producers had a shortlist of their own. All of which circled a
start time for the film that was fairly set in stone.

While the particulars of the process are not well
known, what was known was that whoever made the final cut would
have to audition with and have the proper chemistry with the
actress who would play Anastasia Steele, Dakota Johnson. What is
known is that there was a heavy UK influence in the finalists.
Jamie and fellow Brit Christian Cooke were considered legitimate
contenders. Others who were being considered were Alexander
Skarsgard, Billy Magnussen, Scott Eastwood (son of Clint) and a
real dark horse by the name of Luke Bracy. As was another actor
from across the pond, Charlie Hunnam, who had come to the attention
of audiences through his long run on the US biker series Sons
of Anarchy.

Searching for the perfect Christian would not be easy
for any number of reasons. Many names would be floated for
consideration. According to a report in The Hollywood
Reporter, highest on the list was Ryan Gosling who, on paper,
was considered the perfect match for the kinky businessman. Gosling
was not interested. Reportedly running a close second was Garrett
Hedlund who was heavily courted before he finally turned the offer
down on the grounds that he did not feel he could connect with the
character.

Although nobody was coming right out and saying so,
the fate of another notorious film, Showgirls, was
definitely haunting the search. Elizabeth Berkeley’s career had
been dealt a heavy blow, one she has yet to even remotely recover
from and many were reluctant to take on the role in Fifty
Shades which, many were speculating, could become the new
Showgirls.

And so the hunt continued.

David Gandy, an actor who had early on been suggested
for the role of Christian but had declined because he felt the
source material was badly written, explained in a 50 Shades
blog, that Jamie was his personal favorite for the role. “It’s
something that Jamie wants and I’m a lot shyer than him about
things. He’s a musician and he’s gone out with very famous women.
He’s much more comfortable in that whereas I’m much more
secretive.”

But those plusses aside, Jamie was considered a long
shot at best. Despite some success and no small amount of
notoriety, that old bugaboo of being a model continued to cast
doubt in the decision maker’s eyes. While The Fall had made
him a minor celebrity internationally and his brief stint in
Once Upon A Time had generated some fan heat, he was
considered just too much of a question mark and risk for a
production that had a lot of money and reputations hanging in the
balance.

And it would ultimately boil down name recognition
that carried the day when, on September 2, 2013, it was announced
that Charlie Hunnam had been cast in the role of Christian Grey.
There was the expected sour grapes when fan favorites were not
selected but the vast majority of those texting and tweeting madly
was that he had that Christian look. Dornan would be circumspect in
coming in a close second. To be sure, there was a degree of
disappointment as no actor wants to lose out on a potentially
career making part.
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