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Hoosier Historical Journal of Events

Indiana History Time Line

Book I

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Readers of Indiana’s Timeless Tales – Pre-History to 1781 will discover a wealth of early Indiana history with this timeline of events that cover Indiana history from prehistory up until the formation of the Northwest Territory. 

Journal of Events

During this era, settlements in the future state of Indiana were sparse. Vincennes, Indiana's oldest city, was established in 1702 as a French Trading Post. By the time of the Revolutionary War, Britain had taken possession as a prize won during the French and Indian War. 

George Rogers Clark

George Rogers Clark's 1778 - 79 campaign had wrested this vast territory from Britain during the Revolutionary War. Clark and his men's heroics ensured that the region would be ceded to the United States at the 1783 Treaty of Paris, which ended the war. George Rogers Clark would spend most of his last days at the town named after him in southern Indiana. 

Beginning of the Frontier

The end of the war brought new pressures upon the native population, as American pioneers began eyeing the rich lands of the Ohio River Valley. As the Revolution ended the story of Indiana history began.
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Visitors to Washington County on south central Indiana will find this marker placed by the Indiana Historical Bureau.

Title of Marker:

Illinoisan Glacier Boundary

Location:

NE corner of SR 135 & Lick Skillet Road, 8 miles north of Salem (Washington County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1995 Indiana Historical Bureau

Marker ID #: 

88.1995.1

Marker Text: 

Nearby is the boundary of the Illinoisan Glacier, which covered all but approximately 6,250 square miles in south, central area of Indiana. Most of Indiana's topography was affected by four separate glacial advancements during Pleistocene epoch, circa one million years ago.

Brief History By the Author:

Pleistocene Era

The Pleistocene Age began roughly two million years ago and ended about 10,000 years ago. During this vast period, at least three episodes of extensive glaciations covered most of what is now Indiana. These glacial events are called the Pre-Illinoisan, Illinoisan, and the Wisconsinan Ages.

The Ice Ages

The Pre-Illinoisan began about 1,200,000 years ago and ended about 550,000 years ago. An interglacial period followed that lasted several thousand years. The Illinoisan began approximately 350,000 years ago and lasted about 50,000 years. Another interglacial period followed this glacial event, followed by the last glacial period, the Wisconsin, which began about 150,000 years ago and ended approximately 10,000 to 12,000 years ago. A period of global warming has produced the climate we know today.

Different Landscapes

These glaciers created two vastly different landscapes in Indiana. The northern two thirds comprise what geologists call the Tipton Till. Glaciers covered this area during all four glacial events. The glaciers probably never touched the southern third. A hilly, heavily forested land still bears the marks of the vast water runoff that occurred when the Ice Age finally ended around 10,000 to 12,000 years ago. If the glaciers had never formed, all of Indiana would probably look like the southern third of the state.

The Glaciers Form

The Huron-Erie Lobe is the glacier that covered Indiana during the last glacial event. Scientists estimate that the average temperature of the earth was about six to twelve degrees Celsius colder than it is now. Sometime about two million years ago, Earth's climate cooled. Over vast regions of what is now Canada and North America the temperature dropped below freezing and remained there thorough the year. Snow fell and did not melt. More layers of snow covered this un-melted snow, building up layer after layer of snow. This weight of the accumulated snow turned the snow to ice. The ice formed layers up to two miles thick in the Great Lakes region. Over central Indiana, the glaciers were probably a mile thick. This gradually diminished as the ice reached its margins. 

Flowing Ice

The pressure deep in the ice field caused the ice to become almost fluid in its movements. The ice flowed over the landscape, carving out rivers and lakes. It also created hills and the dune area around Lake Michigan. The weight of the ice sheet created the Great Lakes basin, and then filled that basin with melt water when the temperatures warmed and the ice melted. Geologist estimate that the ice moved about a foot a day, first advancing, and then retreating. Always grinding the terrain beneath it and changing it. 

Southern Indiana 

Most of the southern portion of the state had glaciers at different times; however, there is a segment in the south central region that has never, as far as scientists can tell, ever had glaciers. During the last episode, the boundary was a ragged line from approximately Terre Haute in the West to Brookville in the east. Below that, the older Karst topography of caves, sinkholes, knobs and disappearing steams that are not found in the northern areas

Indiana Geology

The glaciers' presence created the two basic landscapes we find today in Indiana. The northern two thirds of the state that the glaciers covered consists of a flat landscape that geologist refer to as the Tipton Till Plain, covering the bedrock. As the glaciers advanced and retreated over the eons, they carried dirt, rocks and other debris with them. When the last glaciers melted, they dropped this dirt and rock mixture right where they were. Geologists refer to four basic types of deposits left by the glaciers as till, outwash, Lacustrine and Silt. 

The Four Types

Sand, silt, and clay combine with gravel and boulders are the main components fo glacial till. Till was deposited directly by the glacier and has remained largely in the same location. As the glaciers melted, the melt water formed layers of outwash. Heavier components like gravel and rock were deposited first. The silt, sand and clay particles were carried greater distances by the flowing melt water. The glaciers had carved out depressions in the landscape, which formed the many lakes found in northern Indiana. The silts deposited at the bottoms of these lakes are called Lacustrine. Winds carried the finer materials, called silt, and deposited them further away. These silt layers, called loess, were blown mostly from the Wabash and White River valleys. Near the river valleys, this loess sometimes formed thick layers.

Southern Indiana

Glaciers have never covered the southern one third of the state, as far as geologists can tell. This region has some of Indiana's most ancient soils and terrain. Most of the state's bedrock layer consists of limestone, dolostone, sandstone, and shale. Much of southern Indiana is under laid with limestone. Much of the southern area consists of Karst landscape. In this type of landscape acidic groundwater flows through the limestone bedrock, dissolving it. This action over time creates sinkholes in the surface, underground caverns and disappearing streams. One predominant feature of south central Indiana is the Knobstone Escarpment

Knobstone Escarpment

Geologists call the knobs the Knobstone Escarpment. They include some of Indiana's most rugged terrain. It stretches from Brown County State Park in the north to the Ohio River. Elevations range from 360 feet near the mouth of the Wabash River to Weed Patch Hill, which has an elevation of 1,056 feet above sea level. This hill is in Brown County State Park and is the third highest area in Indiana. 

Limestone

Much of the limestone that Indiana is famous for is also found in the southern part of the state. Indiana's limestone deposits formed during the Ordovician period, about 1.5 million years ago when the land that is now Indiana lay near the tropics, covered with a warm, shallow sea. This sea was rich with marine organisms, such as brachiopods, bryozoans, trilobites, and corals. These organisms died and settled on the bottom of this sea. Through Continental drift, this land migrated north and around 40 million years ago, this sea dried up. Geologic forces lifted the land mass out of the sea. The limestone deposits became covered with sediment over the ages. Glaciers scoured the countryside during the Ice Age, exposing some of this rock.

Oolitic Limestone

Oolitic Limestone is made up of particles called ooliths. These small, carbonate particles are composed of concentric rings of calcium carbonate. Sand or shell fragments rolled around on the floor of this warm, shallow sea collecting a layer of limestone. The rocks consistent structure allows it to be easily sculpted or carved. The stone is almost perfect building material. 

The Quarries of Indiana

Indiana's quarries produce rock known by many names, Indiana Limestone, Indiana Oolitic Limestone, Bedford Oolitic Limestone, and Bedford Rock. The limestone belt that produces this high quality stone encompasses most of Monroe and Lawrence Counties. Limestone of lesser quality underlies much of the rest of central and east central Indiana. Hoosiers began quarrying limestone during the middle of the Eighteenth Century. Indiana has been at the forefront of limestone production. Limestone from Indiana has been the preferred building material for many buildings from New York to Washington DC and other places. The Empire State Building has Indiana limestone as a major component of its structure.
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Indiana Rivers and Major Streams
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Indiana possesses a wealth of rivers and streams spread all across the state. Rivers and streams provided transportation: a water supply and power for gristmills and sawmills. Here is a list of the major rivers and streams located in or on the borders of Indiana. 

Anderson River

Big Blue River

Big Pine Creek

Black River (Owensville - New Harmony)

Blue River

Cedar Creek

Deep River

Driftwood River

East Arm Little Calumet River

East Fork White River

Eel River (Wabash River) (northern Indiana)

Eel River (White River) (southern Indiana)

Elkhart River

Fall Creek

Fawn River

Flatrock Creek

Flatrock River

Fourteen Mile Creek

Galena River

Grand Calumet River

Great Miami River

Greenville Creek

Iroquois River

Jackson Creek (Monroe County)

Kankakee River

Laughery Creek

Little Blue River (Perry and Crawford counties)

Little Blue River (Shelby, Rush and Henry counties)

Little Calumet River

Little Elkhart River

Little Flatrock River

Little Kankakee River

Little Pigeon Creek

Little River, also called Little Wabash River

Little Vermilion River

Lost River

Maumee River

Mill Creek (Jackson County, Indiana)

Mississinewa River

Muscatatuck River

Ohio River

Patoka River

Pigeon Creek, also called Pigeon River

Pigeon River, also called Pigeon Creek, Turkey Creek

Redinger Ditch

St. Joseph River (Lake Michigan)

St. Joseph River (Maumee River)

St. Marys River

Salamonie River

Salt Creek

Sand River

Silver Creek

Sugar Creek (Driftwood River)

Sugar Creek (Wabash River), also called Sugar Creek, Rock River

Tippecanoe River

Trail Creek

Vermilion River

Vernon Fork Muscatatuck River

Wabash River

White Lick Creek

White River

Whitewater River

Wildcat Creek

Yellow River

Youngs Creek (Johnson County, Indiana)

Youngs Creek (Orange County, Indiana)
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Indiana Forests
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At the time of settlement, vast hardwood forests covered most of Indiana. More than eighty-five species of trees live in the state. Trees like white oak, sugar maple, white ash, American beech, sycamore, red oak, yellow poplar and black cherry grew to a huge size. Many have said that a squirrel could have traveled from Ohio to the Illinois prairies without ever touching the ground. The canopy of this forest was dense. The natives that lived in the region would not have seen the sunrise or sun set due to the dense foliage. Even during mid-day, sunlight would penetrate to the ground only in patches, allowed by breaks in the foliage. The horizon was invisible, except for the rare pinnacles towering over the landscape. The only land not covered by forests would have been an area in the northwest region of the state. Here, the vast Midwestern prairies began and stretched west to the Mississippi River and beyond. 

Clearing the Land

After arriving at their land, the first task facing a pioneer family was to begin clearing the trees from it. This process might take several years to complete, however their initial needs were not great. The farmer would begin cutting trees using a felling ax or a double bit ax. Cutting one huge tree would consume many hours and after it was down, the farmer would cut off the limbs for use as firewood using a crosscut saw. If there were two men, they used a two-handled crosscut; otherwise, he used a one-man crosscut to work the limbs into smaller pieces for use in the fireplace. They would pile the brush up for use in the next task. This left the huge trunks of the trees lying on the ground. Most of these were too big to deal with as firewood, but they had to be removed. Farmers, after they had several trees down, would band together with other farmers and hold a "log rolling." 

Log Rollings

Several families would gather at a farm to participate in this task. The women worked preparing food while the men gathered in the "log field" for the work at hand. Boys had the task of filling water buckets to slake the thirst of the working men. Girls helped prepare the vast quantity of food required for the calorie burning tasks the men performed. They formed into teams, usually eight men to a team. They would try to match up the men so all the men on a team were of similar height. Four men lined up on each side of the log. They laid four stout poles, usually hickory or oak and called handspikes, perpendicular to the log, which had been cut into about a ten-foot length. They would then roll the log onto the handspikes. After deciding the log's destination, they would then grasp the handspike and pick up the log. These logs were still green with sap and quite heavy. Using this process, they would form the logs into piles of several logs. Once they had piled the logs, they would pile brush up against them and set them on fire. These fires would burn for many days, covering land with an acrid, heavy smoke. The farmer would have to visit the piles from time to time, moving unburned portions of logs into the fire so all could be consumed. 

Stumps

The stumps now remained. Removing stumps was also a laborious task, performed with an ax and grubbing ax. Many times, the farmer would leave the stumps in the ground to rot for a few years, farming around them. Eventually, though, they would have to grub out the stump, a process that might consume most of the day for a large tree. Clearing the land generally took place during the winter months when they had fewer farming chores. Clearing a forty-acre farm might take several years. 

Crops

At first, they could grow enough vegetables and hay to provide food for the table and hay for the livestock. As they cleared more land, they could begin to grow corn and wheat for sale. Common vegetable crops included cabbage, carrots, potatoes, turnips and beans. All of these vegetables could be stored in a root cellar or dried for later use. They would make the cabbage into sauerkraut, a nutritious food that would keep for several months in a cool place. They would also grow hay and oats for the livestock, and corn for meal. A crop of wheat provided flour for bread and served as a cash crop.

Valuable Resource

The trees formed a valuable resource. The pioneers first home was usually a log cabin constructed from trees cut on their land. Log barns, smoke houses and grain bins soon followed. Sawmills appeared, along streams at first, as they needed the energy of flowing water to power the saws that they used to cut the logs into boards. The fine quality of Indiana hardwoods formed the basis of the state's first industries, furniture factories that turned out tables, chairs, cupboards and other products.

A List Of Trees Native To Indiana:

Evergreen:

Eastern Arborvitae, Thuja occidentalis

Eastern Red Cedar, Juniperus virginiana

White Cedar, Thuja occidentalis

Hemlock, Tsuga canadensis

White Pine, Pinus strobus

Jack Pine, Pinus banksiana

Virginia Pine, Pinus virginiana

Deciduous:

Black Ash, Fraxinus nigra

Blue Ash, Fraxinus quadrangulata

Green Ash, Fraxinus pennsylvanica

Pumpkin Ash, Fraxinus profunda

White Ash, Fraxinus americana

Bigtooth Aspen, Populus grandidentata

American Beech, Fagus grandifolia

Gray Birch, Betula populifolia

Paper Birch, Betula papyrifera

River Birch, Betula nigra

Yellow Birch, Betula alleghaniensis

Blue Beech, Carpinus caroliniana

Box Elder, Acer negundo

Ohio Buckeye, Aesculus glabra

Yellow Buckeye, Aesculus flava

Butternut or White Walnut, Juglans cinerea

Northern Catalpa, Catalpa speciosa

Black Cherry, Prunus serotina

American Chestnut, Castenea dentata

Kentucky Coffeetree, Gymnocladus dioicus

Eastern Cottonwood, Populus deltoides

Swamp Cottonwood, Populus heterophylla

Prairie Crabapple, Malus ioensis

Sweet Crabapple, Malus coronaria

Devil's Walking Stick, Aralia spinosa

Flowering Dogwood, Cornus florida

Pagoda Dogwood, Cornus alternifolia

American Elm, Ulmus americana

Cork Elm, Ulmus thomasii

Slippery Elm, Ulmus rubra

Winged Elm, Ulmus alata

Common Hackberry, Celtis occidentalis

Cockspur Hawthorn, Crataegus crus-galli

Dotted Hawthorn, Crataegus punctata

Downy Hawthorn, Crataegus mollis

Green Hawthorn, Crataegus viridis

Eastern/Canadian Hemlock, Tsuga canadensis

Bitternut Hickory, Carya cordiformis

Black Hickory, Carya texana

Mockernut Hickory, Carya tomentosa

Pignut Hickory, Carya glabra

Sand Hickory, Carya pallida

Shagbark Hickory, Carya ovata

Shellbark Hickory, Carya laciniosa

Honey Locust, Gleditsia triacanthos

American Hop-hornbeam, Ostrya virginiana

Hoptree, Ptelea trifoliata

American Hornbeam, Carpinus caroliniana

American Larch, Larix laricina

Black Locust, Robinia pseudoacacia

Water Locust, Gleditsia aquatica

Cucumber Tree (Magnolia), Magnolia acuminata

Umbrella Magnolia, Magnolia tripetala

Black Maple, Acer nigrum

Red Maple, Acer rubrum

Silver Maple, Acer saccharinum

Sugar Maple, Acer saccharum

Showy Mountain-ash, Sorbus decora

Red Mulberry, Morus rubra

Black Oak, Quercus velutina

Blackjack Oak, Quercus marilandica

Bur Oak, Quercus macrocarpa

Cherrybark Oak, Quercus pagoda

Chestnut Oak, Quercus montana

Chinkapin Oak, Quercus muehlenbergii

Northern Pin or Hill's Oak, Quercus ellipsoidalis

Overcup Oak, Quercus lyrata

Pin Oak, Quercus palustris

Post Oak, Quercus stellata

Red Oak, Quercus rubra

Scarlet Oak, Quercus coccinea

Shingle Oak, Quercus imbricaria

Shumard Oak, Quercus shumardii

Swamp Chestnut Oak, Quercus michauxii

Swamp White Oak, Quercus bicolor

White Oak, Quercus alba

Pawpaw, Asimina triloba

Pecan, Carya illinoinensis

Persimmon, Diospyros virginiana

American Plum, Prunus americana

Balsam Poplar, Populus balsamifera

Tulip Poplar, Liriodendron tulipifera

Eastern Redbud, Cercis canadensis

Sassafras, Sassafras albidum

Allegheny Serviceberry, Amelanchier laevis

Downy Serviceberry, Amelanchier arborea

Sourwood, Oxydendrum arboreum

Sugarberry, Celtis laevigata

Sweetgum, Liquidambar styraciflua

Sycamore, Platanus occidentalis

Tamarack, Larix laricina

Black Tupelo or Black Gum, Nyssa sylvatica

Black Walnut, Juglans nigra

Black Willow, Salix nigra

Peachleaf Willow, Salix amigdaloides

Yellowwood, Cladrastis kentukea
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Indiana Flora
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Pioneers arriving in the new land that would become Indiana found a wealth of native plants thriving in the forests, along streams and rivers; as well as the prairie regions of the northwestern part of the state. Native fruits like blackberry, crab apple, raspberry, strawberry and many others provided much needed food for the arriving settlers. Eaten fresh or preserved as jellies and jams, native fruits provided an important source of vitamin C. Others provided medicine for ailments that afflicted the new arrivals. Nut trees like walnut, hickory nut, butternut and others served as a valuable food source, as well. 

Some Native Fruit Trees:

Pawpaw

Persimmon

Crabapple

Black Cherry

American Plum

Mulberries

Native Berries

blackberries

raspberries 

dewberries 

Huckleberries

Native Shrubs

Southern Arrowwood, Viburnum dentatum 

Prickly Ash, Zanthoxylum americanum

Buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis

Black Chokeberry, Aronia melanocarpa 

Gray Dogwood, Cornus racemosa

Silky Dogwood, Cornus amomum

Elderberry, Sambucus Canadensis

Blackhaw, Viburnum prunifolium

American Hazelnut, Corylus americana 

Nannyberry, Viburnum lentago

Common Ninebark, Physocarpus opulifolius

New Jersey Tea, Ceanothus americanus

Common Serviceberry, Amelanchier arborea

Spicebush, Lindera benzoin

Fragrant Sumac, Rhus aromatic

Smooth Sumac, Rhus glabra 

Staghorn Sumac, Rhus typhina 

Virginia Sweetspire, Itea virginica

Eastern Wahoo, Euonymus atropurpureus 

Common Winterberry, Ilex verticillata

Native Ferns

Bracken Fern, Pteridium aquilinum

Christmas Fern, Polystichum acrostichoides

Cinnamon Fern, Osmunda cinnamomea

Eastern Hay-scented Fern, Dennstaedtia punctilobula

Common Lady Fern, Athyrium filix-femina

Maidenhair Fern, Adiantum pedatum

Marginal Shield Fern, Dryopteris marginalis

New York Fern, Thelypteris noveboracensis

Royal Fern, Osmunda regalis

Shield Fern, Dryopteris carthusiana

Ostrich Fern, Matteuccia struthiopteris

Native Vines

Crossvine, Bignonia capreolata

Hedge Bindweed, Calystegia sepium

Trumpet Creeper, Campsis radicans

Cat Greenbrier, Smilax glauca 

Groundnut, Apios americana

Trumpet Honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens

Vasevine, Clematis viorna

Virgin’s Bower, Clematis virginiana 

Virginia Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Woolly Dutchman's Pipe, Aristolochia tomentosa

Native Grasses

Switch Grass, Panicum virgatum

Indian Grass, Sorghastrum nutans

Little Bluestem, Schizachyrium scoparium

Big Bluestem, Andropogon gerardii

Side-Oats Grama, Bouteloua curtipendula

Junegrass, Koeleria macrantha

Indian Seaoats, Chasmanthium latifolium

Virginia Wild Rye, Elymus virginicus

Bottlebrush Grass, Elymus hystrix

Prairie Dropseed, Sporobolus heterolepis

Spring Wildflowers

The forest and prairie contained scores of spring blooming wild plants that brought beauty to the spring forestland. This is a partial list of spring blooming wildflowers:

Virginia Bluebells, Mertensia virginica—April-May

Celandine Poppy, Stylphorum diphyllum—April- May

Virginia Bluebells

Wild Geranium, Geranium maculatum—April-June

White Troutlily, Erythonium albidum—February-April

Spring Beauty, Claytonia virginica—April-May

Jacob's Ladder, Polemonium reptans—April-May

Bloodroot, Sanguinaria canadensis—March-April

Dutchman's Breeches, Dicentra cucullaria—April-May

Wild Ginger, Asarum canadense—April-June

Skunk Cabbage, Symplocarpus foetidus—February-April

By Summer, the thick leave canopy meant the end of most of the forest dwelling wildflowers. However, there were breaks in the forest caused by storms, fires and other events. Areas along rivers and streams also had their own wild inhabitants. Scores of species of wild plants bloomed in these open areas blessed with more sun that the forest floor. Many of these provided nectar for insects and forage for wild animals. A partial list of native summer and fall blooming wildflowers includes:

Blue Wild Indigo, Baptisia australis

Butterfly Weed, Asclepias tuberosa

Wild Bergamot, Monarda fistulosa

Wild Columbine, Aquilegia canadensis

Foxglove Beardtongue, Penstemon digitalis

Rough Blazing Star, Liatris aspera

Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea

Showy Goldenrod, Solidago speciosa

New England Aster, Symphyotrichum novae-angliae

Common Spiderwort, Tradescantia ohiensis
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Indiana Fauna
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The wild lands of Indiana were home to an abundant population of wild animals living on land, in the streams and in the air. 

Rivers and Streams

The waterways of the state abounded with fish. Bluegill, bass, crappie, and many species of catfish inhabited the creeks and rivers. These and other edible fish provided a valuable addition to the pioneer diet.

For a complete list, click here:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-fish-of-indiana/

Forests and Prairies

Many of the state's first explorers were fur traders that traded goods for fur bearing animals like beaver, mink, otter and fox with the Indians. Many other animals like white tailed deer, wild turkey, raccoon, rabbits and opossum roamed the forest floor. Squirrels frolicked in the trees and many species of bats flitted through the evening twilight. Predators like cougar, bobcat and wolves preyed on many of these animals, as well as the settler's livestock. 

For a complete list, click here:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-mammals-of-indiana/

In the Air

Songbirds

Indiana settlers found a home that teamed with songbirds, hawks, owls, and other feathered inhabitants. Ducks, geese and other waterfowl swam on the waters. 

For a complete list, click here:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-birds-of-indiana

Reptiles

Settlers also found an abundance of snakes, turtles and other reptiles, some of which were poisonous. 

For a complete list, click here:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-reptiles-of-indiana

Amphibians

Frogs, salamanders, toads and other amphibians round out the list of wild animals found in the state. 

For a complete list, click here:

http://www.indianawildlife.org
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Indiana Native Tribes
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French fur traders moving through the area in the late 1600's provide historians their first view of the native inhabitants of Indiana. René Robert Cavelier La Salle's 1679 expedition that passed through northern and western Indiana provided the first recorded exploration into the area that would become Indiana. At the time of his explorations, six tribes had major settlements in the state. These were:

Miami

Potawatomi

Kickapoos 

Mascoutens

Delawares

Shawnees
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Shawnees in Indiana
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The Shawnee name derives from the Shawnee word "shawanwa," which means "southerner" in the native language. The tribe speaks a form of Algonquian, which makes the tribe akin to the Delaware, Illiniwek, Kickapoo, Menominee, Miami, and Sauk and Fox tribes. 

Range

The Shawnee were a semi-nomadic tribe and lived in villages scattered over a large area in the Ohio River Valley, Pennsylvania and originally in the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. Conflict with the Iroquois tribes in the Ohio River Valley drove them off for a number of years. The Iroquois did not live in the Ohio River Valley; however, they wanted the region because it was a prime hunting area. The Iroquois wanted the abundant fur supply to trade with the Europeans. The Iroquois' power began declining, and the Shawnee were able to migrate back into the Ohio River Valley, Kentucky and central Ohio. During the middle years of the 1700’s, they had settled into three main areas in Indiana, the southwestern, southeastern and the northeast region around Fort Wayne. Some bands also moved into the White and Mississinewa rivers region. 

Shawnee Dress

Both men and women wore leggings. Men wore breechclouts while women wore skirts over the leggings. Neither sex wore shirts, but wore ponchos in cold weather. Some of the men wore a beaded headband with one or two feathers stuck in the back. They did not wear headdresses. Warriors would sometimes shave their heads. 

Shawnee Lifestyle

The Shawnee men did the hunting. They also were the warriors that fought both white encroachment and other tribes to protect their hunting lands, or gain lands from other tribes. The women took care of the children, did the cooking and tended the crops. Both sexes engaged in storytelling, an important part of their culture. During the summer, the tribes lived in larger villages to plant and tend their garden crops. In winter, these villages would split up into smaller groups to live in hunting camps. The Shawnee constructed dugout canoes to travel over water and used dogs to transport goods overland. Prior to the European arrival, the natives did not have horses.

Shawnee Villages

The Shawnee lived in a bark-covered structure called a wikkum, or wigwam. These structures were easy to build, but are not portable. Most families would build a new one each season when they moved into their seasonal winter camps or summer villages. The structure consisted of wooden poles covered with bark or grass. They used rope or strips of bark to hold the covering in place. These wigwams were usually eight to ten feet tall and could be cone shaped, round or rectangular. A village typically had a larger council house. 

Shawnee Agriculture

Maize was the most important crop, and most tribes grew some. If they did not grow it, they traded for it. They also grew beans, squash, pumpkins, sunflowers and probably potatoes. They also gathered honey, nuts, berries and other fruits. Tribes tried to grow enough food to dry for storage over the winter. 

Shawnee Hunting

The Shawnee diet was largely meat based. The men hunted the forests for deer and wild turkeys with bow and arrow. They also fished in the streams and sometimes used traps and snares to catch smaller game like rabbit and squirrel. 

Shawnee Meals

Most of the meals were simple to prepare. They would eat corn on the cob when fresh maize was available. They also popped the corn and ground it into meal to make into cornbread or hominy. They used clay ovens to bake the cornbread. They roasted meat over the fire or on heated stones. Usually they had water with their meals. 

Shawnee Politics

Each village had its own chief. The village chief could be a man or a woman. They chose their war chief based on his bravery and skill in battle. The war chief was always a male. A principal chief held sway over several villages and was always a male. Chiefs had considerable power, but held it only as long as they had the support of their people. If they grew unpopular, the people could replace them.

To contact the Shawnee tribe, visit this link:

The Shawnee Tribe

P.O. Box 189

29 S Hwy 69A 

Miami OK 74355

918-542-2441 

http://www.shawnee-tribe.com/
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Miami Indian Tribe in Indiana

[image: ]




The Miami use the name Mihtohseeniaki (the people) to refer to their tribe. They contend the name Miami is an outside name used by others to describe them. This name seems to derive from the word Myaamia, which means "downstream people. The tribe speaks a form of Algonquian, which makes the tribe akin to the Delaware, Illiniwek, Kickapoo, Menominee, Shawnee, Sauk, Potawatomi and Fox tribes.
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