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I lost everything when I came to Hawk.

My mother.

My father.

My little sister.

Everything was ripped from me, stolen from me, because of one man.

I spent my entire life running from him, running from this place, but everything has changed now. 

Now I'm back, and he's going to pay.

“Feel your heart, it breaks within your chest now.” –Something Corporate, Down
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Anna

[15 Years Ago] 

[Chaotic Vessel 101505]

Darkness envelops me and I hold my breath. I need to be as quiet as possible. No one can find me. No one can discover my hiding place. If they do, it’s all over, so I press my lips together and hope against all hope that I stay safe and hidden. This is what I need right now. More than anything else, I need to become invisible.

I’ve been waiting in this corner for as long as I can remember. It feels like hours. It feels like days. As long as I’m very quiet and very, very still, they won’t find me here. No one knows about this place. I’ve chosen my hiding spot well and no matter what happens, I will stay here. I promise myself that. There will be no sneaking around, no looking for someplace better. There will be no walking away and trying to find a different place to hide. Nope. This is it. This is where I’ll remain.

Each time I hear footsteps or breathing, I have to fight to keep from jumping or moving. I’m holding as still as I possibly can because I can’t risk getting caught. Not now. I’ve come much too far. I’ve fought too hard. It took me forever to find this place and this hiding spot? It’s perfect.

Voices whisper near my hiding place. Feet scurry. People move. There’s a lot going on today on Chaotic Vessel 101505. We’re going to leave the ship today to deliver supplies to a local community. There are Chaotic residents living here. They’re conducting research on local plants. 

I have no intention of being found before it’s absolutely necessary.

No one is going to find me.

Not here.

Not today.

A hand clamps over my mouth and I jump, ready to scream, but the faint scent of aquamelon perfume gives it away. Instantly, my racing heart calms as I realize that it’s only my sister.

Scarlett.

Who else could it be but her?

“What are you doing?” I hiss, pulling my sister’s hand off my mouth. She’s just a year younger than me, but already, she moves like a mirekitty. She’s lean and beautiful. She’s definitely the prettier out of the two of us. I’m not even jealous about that. It’s just a fact. She’s lovely. Already, people seek out Scarlett. Pretty people have that effect. Everyone wants to know what she thinks about the planet and how she feels about intergalactic space travel with her family.

People don’t ask me those questions, but then again, I’m pretty content to lurk in the shadows. I don’t need to be seen. Not by anyone. Especially not by the people who look at Scarlett like she’s their saving grace.

Scarlett chuckles and joins me in my hiding place. “Looking for you, of course,” she says. “It’s almost time to go. Aren’t you tired of playing hide-and-seek?” She raises an eyebrow and waits for my response.

“Never,” I laugh, looking at her. It’s one of our favorite games. No matter what kind of hiding place I dream up, she always manages to find me. Today my spot was unusually good, though, and it took her a long time to find me: nearly twenty minutes of searching. That might be a new record for us. We’ve grown up on this ship. We know it inside and out, so despite the fact that it’s a sizable vessel with enough space for the entire crew, we’ve basically run out of hiding places.

“Good,” she says. “Because I know a better place.” The way she says that makes me a little bit nervous. My sister is lovely and fun, but she’s also a little bit mischievous. She’s more of a risk-taker than I am. Me? I’m cautious. Careful. Every step I take is calculated. I like to consider the pros and the cons and then I make a choice based on what the best possible outcome is going to be and what my specific goals are for that situation.

Scarlett is not like that.

Not in any way.

She flies free and does what makes her heart feel happy. She makes choices that give her freedom and flexibility and that make her feel like she’s truly alive. She doesn’t care if her choices end up being bad because to Scarlett, everything in the entire universe is one big, wonderful adventure. Sometimes I hate that I’m not more like her.

Scarlett takes my hand and leads me out of the shadows. Reluctantly, I allow her to pull me away from my safe hiding spot. It’s a good one, and I’m hesitant to leave. If I stay where I am, I’ll be safe and isolated. I won’t have to talk to people. I won’t have to wander around. I can just stay where I am and be me. 

Unfortunately, Scarlett has no plans to let me hide away today.

“Where are we going?”

“Somewhere new,” she says. “Somewhere fun. Come.”

Scarlett leads me out of my tiny spot and down the narrow hallway. Most ships have wider hallways, but our dad designed this vessel. He’s always looking for ways to reduce the amount of space he uses for ordinary and mundane tasks. The hallways aren’t narrow because he doesn’t use them. They’re narrow because he wants extra space for storing things. The hallways are small, so the rooms are big. This lets him keep supplies he can use to give to the citizens of whatever planet we land on. He’s kind of a do-gooder that way. He also keeps plenty of storage space that he can use when we collect plants from other planets. This is a planet he’s been wanting to visit for a long time and there’s no doubt in my mind that our ship is going to leave a lot heavier than it was when we arrived.
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